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This Discussion Guide is prepared to help believers apply the truths of Scripture to life.  As you prepare, make sure 

you have read the Scripture text and listened to the Sermon. If you missed the Sermon, go to 

www.experienceliberty.org and select the Sermon title listed above. 

 

FROM    L U K E  15 
 

 When you consider the numeral one, you might say “it’s such a small thing.”  The number 
one doesn’t get much recognition considering the number line is infinite and many larger numbers 
exists that dwarfs its numerical value.  But, when the number one is placed in a Biblical context it 
becomes much more than a numerical value.  It becomes unique.  Adam was one man and Eve was 
one woman, yet they populated the earth.  David was one man, yet he ruled over Israel for forty 
years as its greatest king.  Moses was one baby who grew to learn his heritage and had an encounter 
with God.  And, of course, Jesus was one with God and salvation was freely given to us. 
 You are one person too, unique in your design and purpose.  Don’t look at your oneness as a 
weakness, rather as an opportunity to connect with another “one” to share the Gospel. Your limited 
human capabilities cannot limit God in his choice to use you as you understand the priorities of the 
kingdom, one person at a time. 
 

• As a believer, what might be some of the responsibilities you have in serving the kingdom?  
What do you think is the number one responsibility for you? 

 
In Luke 15 we read three parables about one person who made a difference in the kingdom.   (A 
parable is a story with a superficial meaning in the reading and a deeper meaning within ) 
 
Parable one is about The Lost Sheep. 
Luke 15:4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-
nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? 
Here we read of a shepherd with a problem. One of his sheep has gone astray.  

• The deeper question for our parable is this: who cares about one lost sheep when you have 
ninety-nine more? Expound on what that means. 

• Consider where the ninety-nine sheep were left…in the wilderness.  Seems to me that might 
be more dangerous to leave them there alone while going after the one lost sheep. How 
does gatherings of “ones” bring strength?  How has LifeGroup strengthened your resolve to 
present the Gospel to the lost? 
 

Speaking in the language of sheep and shepherding from Matthew 9:36, Jesus told His disciples to 
go to the “lost sheep of Israel.” Who were the lost sheep of Israel? (They were the sinners, tax-
collectors, harlots, and backslidden among the Jewish people—the “secular Jews” of the day who had 
abandoned the Torah and the religion of their fathers. For Jesus “did not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners” (Matthew 9:13)) 

• What would you do, if a prostitute, drug addict or homosexual (all lost sheep) came into the 
church?  How many in our church would welcome them?   
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Parable two is about The Lost Coin 
 
Luke 15:8 - Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep 
the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 
 
In this verse we get an idea of how desperate a situation this woman is in.  One coin found could 
make all the difference to her in regard for her daily sustenance.   
Consider the significance of the number ten in the Bible. 

• In Genesis 1 we find the phrase “God said” ten times 

• God gave ten commandments for us to keep 

• A tithe is 1/10th of our earnings which is a testimony to our faith 

• God sent ten plagues to kill the ungodly 

• The Ten toes of Daniel’s prophetic statue represent 10 kingdoms 
In other words, 10 is important because it simply says God is in control. 
For us, the importance of the story is completion.   

• Have you ever felt like there was more for you to do in the kingdom? That maybe you felt 
incomplete. If you asked yourself “What else is there for me God”, what do you think He 
might say? Would it be to light a lamp for someone to see in the darkness of despair, 
loneliness, or isolation? 

• Maybe it’s to sweep out your spiritual house? What does that look like? 

• Maybe to search carefully for the things of God until you find them without doubt. How do 
you do that? 

 
Parable Three is about The Lost Son 
 
This story tells the tale of a father - son reunion.   The father loves the son.  The son rejects the 
father.  The son recognizes his error.  The son returns to the father.  The father accepts the son. 
The father represents God. The son represents sinners who have repented.  
 
Luk 15:13 - “And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, 
and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 
When I read this verse, I think about being younger, and dumber, and rebellious.   

• What was your younger life like, before you came to Christ?  

• God doesn’t force us to sin, we can choose to sin.  Why did God make us with cho ice? 

• If this father can accept a son who has sinned against him, how much more will God forgive 
those who come to repentance before him? Share how you came to Christ and began a one-
on-one relationship. 

The second part of this parable is about the brother of the lost son, who in indignation becomes 
jealous of his brothers return and welcoming.  The brother couldn’t understand the fathers’ joy of 
seeing his lost son returning to him.   

• Sometimes our attitudes are wrong about those who don’t seem worthy or act worthy of the 
mercy of God. Have you ever thought, “Why him Lord, his lifestyle isn’t right”?   Why do we 
judge people about their worthiness to be repentant? 

 
These parables are meant to see the necessity of seeking that one person who is lost and leading 
that one person to the father.  Ask God to help you see the power of one. 

 
“The most excited we should ever get is when someone gets saved” 

 


