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This Discussion Guide is prepared to help believers apply the truths of Scripture to life.  As you prepare, 

make sure you have read the Scripture text and listened to the Sermon. If you missed the Sermon, go to 

www.experienceliberty.org and select the Sermon title listed above. 

 
BIBKE VERSES: ROMANS 13:11-14 
 

Welcome to 2021 !  
 
Well 2020 as finally passed and we step into a new year.  I know most of us would like to think that with 

the beginning of the new year everything will change.  Will it? Specifically, will your Christian Life be any 

different from what it looked like last year?  As you move into the new year take time to reflect on what 

you accomplished for the kingdom.  IF you were to make a list of those things, what would be on the list? 

What would you like to add to the list for the coming year?  Be diligent this coming year to seek God for 

his will in your life to accomplish what He wants in your life. 

 

Romans 13: 11 And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now  

  our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 

 

• Time is such a valuable asset for us as we grow in Christ. What does a 24-hour day look like for 
you…what is your routine? 

• If I put a linear timeline here, with a 100-year x axis and a seven-day y axis and asked you to 
pinpoint the day and year of your death, could you pinpoint it?  No man/woman knows the day 
or hour of his/her own death, yet we live as though we have an earthbound eternity!   Time is a 
challenge to us to focus on 2021.   

• Reflect on the time you have already been alive…how many have you led to Christ?  How many 
have you invited to church? How has your life been molded into the image of Christ? 

• Paul uses two time references in this verse: knowing the time and it is high time. What do these 
time references mean to us? 

• Paul says it is time for us to wake up out of sleep!   On a scale of one to ten (one being minimal 
and 10 be maximum), where would you rank your spiritual wokeness and why or why not is it 
were it is?   

• Paul tells us our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.   Explain that in regard to time. 
Do you think Christians are jaded to the message of the return of Christ? 

• What has God equipped you to do (no excuses please - you have at least one spiritual gift 
regarding which you are called to be a good steward! (1Pe 4:10, 11) or told you to do regarding 
which you are resisting or procrastinating? 
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Romans 13: 11 The night is far spent; the day is at hand. Therefore, let us cast off the works of darkness, 
  and let us put on the armor of light. 

 
• When Paul writes about the night being far spent, he is referencing the spiritual darkness that 

has dominated the earth which is opposed to the light of day (that being the Word).  As children 
of light (believers), how do we let our light shine on others? 

• Read Ephesians 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 
children of light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and 
truth), 10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them.    What areas of your life will you have to 
discard to be a light bearer? 
 

Romans 13: 12-14 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness 
and lust, not in strife and envy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, 
to fulfill its lusts. 
 
 Many people think the Christian life is some great, overwhelming experience and you take off like a 
rocket going out into space. That’s not where you live the Christian life. Rather, it is in your home, in 
your office, in the schoolroom, on the street. The way you get around in this life is to walk. You are to 
walk in Christ.   

• Tell me about your walk. 

• Walking in the natural is simply a two-step process.  Put one foot in front of the other and 
repeat.  Walking in the spirit can be a two-step process as well.  HOW? Put off the old man and 
his deeds and put on the new man within! 
 

 

 

For thought: 

 
The following notice was posted on the bulletin board in a business office: 
 
"It has come to management's attention that workers dying on the job are failing to fall down. This 

practice must stop, as it becomes impossible to distinguish between death and the natural movement of 

the staff. Any employee found dead in an upright position will be dropped from the payroll." 

This humorous description finds a serious parallel among Christians. We can go through the motions of 

obedience without any real heart involvement. Behind our business-as-usual appearance is a lack of 

enthusiasm for righteous living and serving God. We need Paul's admonition in (Ro 13:11). We will 

accomplish much for the Lord if we set our will against the current of the world and the pull of our sinful 

flesh. Let's not fall asleep on the job. Living for Jesus is not a part-time job. 

 


