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This Discussion Guide is prepared to help believers apply the truths of Scripture to life.  As you prepare, make sure 

you have read the Scripture text and listened to the Sermon. If you missed the Sermon, go to 

www.experienceliberty.org and select the Sermon title listed above. 

 

Watch Out For Poison Ivy  Parenting Part 2 2 Timothy: 3:14-17 

 
As parents we must identify the hazards that might draw our children away from God.   Avoiding 
problems before they arise can save us from later heartbreak.  
 
14-15 But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from 
 whom you have learned them and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, 
 which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
 

• Paul is speaking to Timothy about his (Timothy’s) work for the gospel, encouraging Timothy to 
be faithful in his continuance of and sharing in the saving grace of Christ. This lifestyle is one that 
is continually being lived out in Timothy’s life to show the example of Godly character.  It means 
to live and abide in the Word always!  Think about our Godly example for our children.  Have 
you lived that lifestyle in front of them continually and if not, how can you become more 
focused on doing so? 

• What are some Godly character traits our children need to see in us? 

• One way to live out Godliness is to be assured of who we are in Christ.  If you had to tell your 
child about your assurance, how would you do it?   

• How precious that in his childhood, Timothy was given something to continue in! Are you giving 
your children the "gift” that keeps on giving? 

• In 2 Tim 1:4 Paul writes “when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which 
dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.” 
Both grandmother and mother indoctrinated Timothy into scripture knowledge, probably 
through memory verses and study.  How does that work in your home with your children?  Do 
you have Bible study time with them? Encourage them to read their Bible?  

• Fathers take note there is no mention of a father figure imparting wisdom to Timothy.  Do 
fathers today leave the Bible time to the mothers…if so…why? 

• Who are the people in your life that have helped you learn about the Bible? 
 
 

16-17 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 
equipped for every good work. 

 
• All Scripture is given by God.  All of it? Every Word of it?  Then why doubt it?  Think about our 

human body.  If you take away one part of it, the body doesn’t function properly.  Same is true 
of Scripture.  IF you say some of scripture is God given, but not all of it, it doesn’t function 
properly. Do you believe all Scripture is God given?  
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 Note:   (Inspiration, the quality of being “God-breathed,” refers to the fact that God supernaturally guided the 
 authors of the Bible to write exactly what He wanted to communicate. Everything in Scripture is there 
 because that’s what God desired to say to humanity. The extent of that inspiration is defined by the dual 
 terms verbal and plenary. Verbal means that every word of Scripture is God-breathed. Every single word, 
 not just the ideas behind the words, is in the Bible because God wanted it there. The word plenary means 
 “complete or full”; when used to describe the inspiration of God’s Word, plenary means that all parts of 
 the Bible are equally of divine origin and equally authoritative. According to Jesus, even the smallest letter 
 within a word and the slightest pen stroke within a letter are God’s design and will be fulfilled (Matthew 
 5:18).) 

 

• Since all Scripture is profitable, it is the proof of its validity.  Something profitable brings value. 
What value does Scripture bring to our family life? 

• God's Spirit desires to take the wholly inspired Holy Word and instruct us, renew our minds, 
clarify our wrong thinking, replace lies and half-truths with God's truth, in all of this 
transforming us more and more into the image of His Son.  Which would you prefer: our 
children to have a worldly reflection or a Jesus reflection?   

• What is reproof? Reproof will tell you where you are out-of-bounds. It’s like an umpire who 
cries, “Out!” or “Safe!” It tells you what is sinful. It tells you what God wants for your life. 
Scripture is valuable for convincing a man of the error of his ways and for pointing him on the 
right path.  Our children need to know the right path.  How difficult is it to lead them to the right 
path and why? 

• Correction was used in secular Greek literature of setting upright an object that had fallen down 
and of helping a person back on his feet after stumbling. After exposing and condemning false 
belief and sinful conduct, Scripture then sets straight and builds up through its divine 
correction...putting us back on our feet so to speak so that we can continue on the right path of 
growth in Christ likeness, holiness, sanctification. How do we Biblically correct our children? 

• Instruction in righteousness is both teaching and training together. This takes years of 
disciplined work.  Our children lack discipline in today’s instant gratification world.  How do we 
help them slow down enough to take time to study? 

 
Doctrinal knowledge, recognizing and acknowledging sin in our lives, able to take correction, and willing 
to be instructed will make our children more mature in Christ.  But it can’t be completely taught in a 
weekly Sunday meeting.  It must be done at home by parents.  

• Are you willing to take the responsibility to ensure your children are raised up in a Godly home 
by Godly parents? 

 
Take time this week to sit down with your children and open the Bible.  Lead them to Christ. 


