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This Discussion Guide is prepared to help believers apply the truths of Scripture to life.  As you prepare, make sure 

you have read the Scripture text and listened to the Sermon. If you missed the Sermon, go to 

www.experienceliberty.org and select the Sermon title listed above. 

 

The Family Adventure Part 6 Parenting Part 1 Ephesians 6 

 

• What are the best memories you have of your parenting experience with your child(ren)? 

• Our parenting skills come from our relationship in our childhood with our own parents.  How do 
you see your parenting as a reflection of your parents?  

 
Discuss this statement: We don’t have a child problem in America.  We do not have a generation 
problem in America. We have a parenting problem in America. 
 

Ephesians 6:1-4 

 1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother,” which is the 

first commandment with promise: 3 “that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.” 

4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and 

admonition of the Lord. 

1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right 

• What do we as parents want from our children? 

• How difficult is it for our children to be obedient in today’s culture? Do the latest TV shows 
promote obedience? Music?  

• How do you as a parent help your children understand obedience? 

• What does it mean for a child to be obedient in the Lord towards their parents? 
 

2 “Honor your father and mother,” which is the first commandment with promise: 3 “that it may be well 
with you and you may live long on the earth. 
 

• What is the meaning of honor?   
(To honor one's parents means to show them respect and love, to care for them as long as they 
need, and to seek to bring honor to them by the way one lives.) 

• Let’s say you are in a Walmart with your child, and they are not honoring you in a public place.  
How do you handle it? 

• Which comes first: Obedience then honor or honor then obedience? Explain. 

• Solomon writes in Proverbs 30:17 the results of dishonoring your parents.  Read it and discuss. 

• That it would be well is common-sense. What would happen to children who received no 
instruction or correction from their parents? This would be social disorder and is a sad 
description of much of our modern society, where the breakup of families has been 
accompanied by a lack of parental influence. 
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4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and 
admonition of the Lord. 
 

• What are some ways a parent may provoke a child to anger? ( favoritism, comparison, 
unrealistic standards, over-indulging, rescuing, discouragement, lack of rewards, unfulfilled 
promises, treating them like boarders rather than children, not admitting mistakes, ridiculing, 
neglect, abusive words, sarcasm, physical abuse.)  

• How do you think a child would feel if they experienced these types of behaviors from a parent? 
 

The Houston police department years ago put out a leaflet called “How To Ruin Your Children.” And it was 
guaranteed to be 99 percent effective. In part, this is what is said: 

 
Principle #1—“Begin with infancy to give the child everything he wants.” 
Principle #2—“When he picks up bad words, laugh at him.” 
Principle #3—“Never give him any spiritual training. Let him wait until he’s twenty-one years old, 
and then let him decide for himself.” 
Principle #4—“Avoid using the word ‘wrong.’ It may develop a serious guilt complex.” 
Principle #5—“Pick up everything he leaves lying around, so he will be experienced in throwing 
responsibility on everybody else.” 
Pick one of these principles and discuss. 
 

Training and admonition.   
As someone has well said "Train up a child in the way he should go, but be sure you go that way 
yourself.” 

• How much of your life example do your children live out in their lives? If we took into full 
consideration our own personal outlook and life, and the imparting of those characteristics to 
our children, how different would your life look? 

 
Hebrews 12:5-11 has a lot to say about discipline.   

• What is your belief on disciplining a child? 


