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This Discussion Guide is prepared to help believers apply the truths of Scripture to life.  As you prepare, make sure 

you have read the Scripture text and listened to the Sermon. If you missed the Sermon, go to 

www.experienceliberty.org and select the Sermon title listed above. 

 

The Family Adventure Part 5 The Camp Mom 

 
Matthew 15:22-28 (The Canaanite Woman and Jesus) 
 

 In this story we find that Jesus, in dealing with a foreign woman (not Jewish), seems harsh in his 
response to her as she pleads for the health of her daughter. But within the context of this story, we find 
both the love of Christ and the faith of this woman whose ancestors were the enemies of Israel, who 
were pagan idol worshippers!  Remarkable! 
 According to MacArthur: “Tyre and Sidon were major centers of worship for the fertility goddess 
Astarte, known as Ashtaroth in the Old Testament (cf. Jdg. 2:13; 10:6; 1 Sa. 7:3–4; 12:10; 31:10). In the 
minds of the Jews, no self-respecting rabbi would ever allow a Gentile, especially an idolatrous woman, 
to remain in his presence. The Lord wanted to show His disciples that the message of salvation was for 
the nations, those whom they had been taught were outside Gods’ grace and blessing” 
 
21 Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And behold, a 
woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son 
of David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed.” 
 
In these verses we find that Jesus has come to Tyre and Sidon, known for their paganism.  Here Jesus 
and his disciples would encounter a woman who pleads for the health of her daughter.   I think we 
should take note that Jesus did not only encounter Jews (who despised him), but people who were not 
of the same “cloth” as He was.  Yet Jesus makes no hesitation to deal with a person who isn’t of the 
same belief system.  
 

• Why would this Canaan woman come to Jesus, not being a Jew? 

• In what ways do we sidestep calling on Jesus for help? 

• How would you deal with someone whose belief system was not the same as yours?  What if a 
Muslim came pleading for an understanding of the principles of the Gospel? 

• Her crying out is this manner is spoken of in the likeness of the hoarse cry of a raven.  Some 
crying out is deeper and more guttural than simply praying.  Have you been in a circumstance 
where you cried out in that manner…what drove you to it? 

• Notice the phrase Have mercy on me, not have mercy on my daughter! What is the difference?  
What is intercessory prayer? 

• Jesus is given the titles “Lord” and “Son of David.”  How do those differ? 

• Is there such a thing as demon possession today and is the church addressing it?  
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23 But He answered her not a word.  And His disciples came and urged Him, saying, “Send her away, for 

she cries out after us.” 
Here begins the oddity of this encounter.  Jesus says nothing to her.  Not only that but the disciples urge 
Him to send her away. 

• What do you think Jesus thinks about his disciples at this moment? 

• Is there a difference in the comparative needs of one person and another person? Do we 
differentiate needs in order of importance based on ethnicity, social standing or who tithes the 
most? 
 

24 But He answered and said, “I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 Then she 
came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, help me!” 

• As Jesus proclaims his purpose was originally for Israel, did He mean that there could be no 
other sheep that were lost waiting to be found? 

• Obviously, this mother was determined to get the help she needed.  Her method was to worship 
Jesus.   What does worship mean today? How is worship expressed in our church? 

 
26 But He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little 
dogs.”27 And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ 
table.” 
Jesus almost sounds indifferent.  But remember His delays are not denials.  Jesus is simply reminding 
this woman of the priority of His ministry, which in turn would feed the whole world!  

• Ministry priorities are important.  How do you prioritize your personal ministry, what is on your 
list? 

• Apparently, she understood what Jesus meant (Yes Lord).  Yet her determination was 
unwavering.  Sometimes we as Christians are not determined to get to Jesus.  We give up way 
too soon, our prayer life lacks prayer, our worship life lacks worship: Is our church a resolved 
church regarding getting to Jesus?  How about the altar?  How about in prayer, worship? 

• At what point do you stop praying for a family member? 
 

28 Then Jesus answered and said to her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you 
desire.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour. 

 

 

• Her faith was great, even compared to her other virtues. She was humble, she was patient, 
she was persevering, she cared for her child. Yet Jesus didn’t compliment any of these good 
things, but only her faith.  What would someone describe as your greatest virtue? 

Her faith was great because she worshipped Jesus even before she had an answer from Him. Often we 
forget to worship, praise and exalt our Lord before we ask of Him and ofttimes we give up before we’ve 
heard an answer from God.  I encourage you this week to take one day and praise God, love on Him  
without asking for anything.   


