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This Discussion Guide is prepared to help believers apply the truths of Scripture to life.  As you prepare, 

make sure you have read the Scripture text and listened to the Sermon. If you missed the Sermon, go to 

www.experienceliberty.org and select the Sermon title listed above. 

 

“WE JUST DON’T MAKE ROOM FOR JESUS” ----MATT BURRELL 

 
Is there room in your heart        Matt burrell 

 
During this time of year, this season of Christmas, we sometimes allow the hectic pace of shopping, traveling, 
parties, in-laws, wrapping gifts etc. can make us lose sight of the real reason for celebration. 
 
Hebrews 12:2 
...looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God 
 
The Goal of Christmas 

• Who and why do we celebrate at this time of the year? Is it a celebration of food? Buying? Traveling? 
We must put Jesus at the center of our celebration. Paul wrote that Jesus is the head of the body and 
should have preeminence in all things!  Drive around and look at all the Christmas decorations and take 
note of how many Santa Claus and reindeer and decorated packages you see in people’s yards but no 
Christ centered items.   What’s in yours? 

• Discuss how we can do more at this time of year to help promote the real reason for Christmas. 

• At His birth (Jesus) many did not understand who he was.  The wisemen came initially to Herod asking, 
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?”  How was it that they knew Jesus was born king 
and didn’t need a coronation ceremony to be king? Keep in mind Jesus was born king! 

• In the above verse Jesus is said to be the author and finisher of our faith.  What does that mean? 

• Who watches Hallmark Christmas movies all day long when we don’t realize Die Hard is a Christmas 
movie? Just saying! 
 

Christmas Distractions 
Hebrews 12:1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight 
The word weight here is the Greek word ogkos which means any hindrance or encumbrance that would 
distract us from Christ like living, thinking, or worshipping.  It must go!  

• What might be some specific things that would lead us away from Jesus and more to secular holiday 
customs.  

• What might be some specific things we can do to infuse a more Christian atmosphere into our 
Christmas day? 
 
Here are some examples of things you might consider doing: 
-Give God one special gift from you to him (as in forgiving someone) 
-Bake a birthday cake and sing happy birthday to Jesus on Christmas morning 
-Visit a shut-in  
-Write a letter to a missionary 
Invite someone to the Christmas Eve service 
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Weight Loss Program 
Anything that will slow you down from getting to Jesus requires letting go of.  You must decide what is 
important to you and your family.   

• What are your priorities right now during this Christmas season? 

• We must decide what we must let go of so more of Christ comes into your home.  What should you 
drop? What family traditions? What lifestyle?   

• We must remember what the prize is.   

 
One real discussion Christians often debate is how can we make Santa real to our kids, but not Jesus.  How can 
we justify Santa before Jesus? Every nativity scene has one central character and its Jesus, not Santa.  How 
about moving from Merry Christmas to Happy holidays or Christmas to Xmas? If we don’t make Jesus the 
preeminent, eventually he will become secondary in our lives.   

• How do you reply to those who say Happy Holidays in the checkout line? 

• Do you read the Christmas story before opening gifts? 

• Is there any worship on Christmas morning? 

• What, besides the obvious answer, is the best gift you have received, your family, your children?  
Whomever you are thankful for, tell them this year ! 

 
Take time this holiday season to celebrate the true meaning of Christmas by glorifying the One who gave it all. 
A child was born in humble circumstances and his sacrificial death reflected the same, however, both were 
significant for humanity. Without the death of Christ, salvation isn’t possible. So, without His birth, neither is it 
possible. Jesus coming to Earth that night changed everything and it’s a moment we should celebrate with all 
our hearts. 
 
 
 


