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This Discussion Guide is prepared to help believers apply the truths of Scripture to life.  As you prepare, 

make sure you have read the Scripture text and listened to the Sermon. If you missed the Sermon, go to 

www.experienceliberty.org and select the Sermon title listed above. 

 
Why Do Bad Things Happen to Good People? 
 

“Ninety-five percent of all Christians do not have the ability to answer this question, and many of us ask the 
same question.” 
 
Luke 13:1-5  1 There were present at that season some who told Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate 
had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And Jesus answered and said to them, “Do you suppose that these 
Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they suffered such things? 3 I tell you, no; but 
unless you repent you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed 
them, do you think that they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no; 
but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.” 
 
There are certain questions about the Bible that we are afraid to ask because…. 

• Finish that statement. 
 
What about the sovereignty of God? 

• If God is good, why does He let bad things happen? 

• If God is all powerful, why doesn’t He stop bad things from happening? 

• When people go through sufferings, how do you handle it...what do you say to someone to comfort 
them? 

• You and I too often hear the news of what is happening, but we learn nothing from it.  When bad 
things happen, what lessons can we learn from them? 

• When Jesus hears about the Galileans, he doesn’t dwell on it rather He teaches from it.   How often 
do we take the opportunity to teach and not dwell on an incident? 
 

Many people still today believe that sudden catastrophes occur because God is angry with the victims. In 
certain instances in the Bible that did happen, such as the Flood of Noah's time, the destruction of Sodom, 
the annihilation of the family of Ahab, etc. However, the Bible does not teach that every time there is a 
murder the victim was extremely evil. The people of Jesus' day made the false assumption that these men 
murdered by Pilate and the people upon whom the tower fell were sinners above others that God was 
punishing.  
 

• If you could rank sin, which is the greater sin? 

• Look at Ecclesiastes 3:2. Solomon states there is a time to be born and a time to die.  What does that 
mean in regard to someone we love dying?   

• What is the difference between dying and perishing? 

• The implication is that their sin had nothing to do with their specific fate. It was simply their time to 
die, for sin results in physical death for everyone. How did we get to that point in our lives? 
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Those who live do so because though they deserve to die, God withholds what they deserve for a time in 
mercy. He allows sinners to live because He is compassionate, gracious, merciful, and patient toward them, 
not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.   

• Think about your life and how God has been merciful to you.  Why are you still living and what is the 
purpose of your life being extended? 

• Jesus says unless you repent, you will perish. What is repentance, true repentance? If you had one 
word to describe repentance, what would it be? 

Perish is the Greek word apollymi.  It means to be utterly destroyed, rendered useless, lost, ruined or 
destroyed.   It comes from the root meaning of separation from something for destruction.  It’s not a good 
word for us in regard to how our lives (temporal or eternal) are meant to be lived.  We should not perish!    

• What can we do to safeguard our lives from perishing? 
 
Here are some weak excuses we give for people dying: 

1. Karma 
2. what comes around goes around 

• Are these valid excuses for why bad things happen to good people? Why do we use them? 
 
If there is only natural selection, and no God, then there is no good or bad and no suffering that matters.  It’s 
just evolution weeding out the sickly.  In that case we have absolutely nothing to relate to.  But there is a God 
who created us for his pleasure.  (Praise God!) 

• Wy do you think people suppress the truth of God? 
 
Three words answers the question of why: 

1. Human--------- 
2. Dumb-----------  
3. Choice --------- 

 

• How would things be different if Adam and Eve had made a different choice in the Garden of Eden? 
 
 
One word gives us hope 
 

4. Grace.-------  
 

• The three maxims of the Reformation were Sola Fide (Faith alone), Sola Gratia (Grace alone), 
and Sola Christi (Christ alone).  How do these three principles apply to us today as well? 

 
This is the most important first principle in understanding Grace--no one in the entire human 
race deserves any consideration from God, we are all rebels and sinners, and we all deserve Hell. 
Except for His own redemption plan, God could rightfully have sent the entire human race to 
eternal punishment long ago! 
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