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This Discussion Guide is prepared to help believers apply the truths of Scripture to life.  As you prepare, 

make sure you have read the Scripture text and listened to the Sermon. If you missed the Sermon, go to 

www.experienceliberty.org and select the Sermon title listed above. 

Sermon Bible Verses:  Joshua 3 

 
SERMON POINTS 

1. How do you get home?  Follow the presence of God.  
2. What do we do to enter into the presence of God?  Set yourself apart. 
3. What do we do when we get back home? Never forget what God has done! 

 
 
Home.  It’s a great word that elicits emotions of rest, love and solitude.  You and I have probably never 
known life without a home to go to.  But for the people of Israel, a home was not yet available to them 
until the time of Joshua, who led the Israelites into their home.  After 400 years of bondage to Egypt, 
God sent Moses to lead the people to the river Jordan.  Moses passes away before the people cross into 
Canaan and Joshua picks up the mantle of leadership over the Israelites. The book of Joshua was written 
to the descendants of those who conquered the land, as a historical account of how they had come to 
settle there. 
No book has more encouragement and wisdom for the soldier of the Cross than the book of Joshua. It is 
full of spiritual truth… Joshua completes what Moses began! God never leaves His work unfinished. 

Israel Crosses the Jordan 

3 Then Joshua rose early in the morning; and they set out from Acacia Grove and came to the Jordan, he 

and all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they crossed over. 2 So it was, after three days, 

that the officers went through the camp; 3 and they commanded the people, saying, “When you see 

the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and the priests, the Levites, bearing it, then you shall set 

out from your place and go after it. 4 Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand 

cubits by measure. Do not come near it, that you may know the way by which you must go, for you have 

not passed this way before.”5 And Joshua said to the people, “Sanctify yourselves, for tomorrow 

the Lord will do wonders among you.” 6 Then Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, “Take up the ark of the 

covenant and cross over before the people.” 

 
At the onset of the book of Joshua, Moses the great leader of the Israelites has died.  God 
commissions Joshua as their new leader. 

• Who are the gospel leaders that have mentored you?  Share your story of the impact they have 
made in your life.  
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As the officers of the camp commanded the people to get ready to move, the primary focus for them 
was to keep their eyes on the Ark of the Covenant, i.e., the presence of God.   

• Discuss the significance of the ark of the covenant and its contents? (Hebrews 9:4)  

• God is adept at putting His people’s feet on “dry ground”. When has God ever put your feet on 
dry ground, making a way for you when there seemed to be no way? 

 
There are 3 arks are mentioned in the Bible.  The first was the great ark of Noah, made of gopherwood.  
The second is the ark of Moses made of bulrushes.  The third is the Ark of the Covenant.  The first ark 
preserved the founders of the Gentile civilization; the second preserved the author of the Law; the third 
preserved the inscribed divine words for the saved of all generations 
 
When the people saw the Ark moving, Joshua tells them to “set out from their place and go after it. “  

• How can the church “Go after” God and what action do we each need to take?  

• The reason for the ark to go ahead (2000 cubits which is about 1000 yards) was so all the people 
could see it.  The presence of God resided on the Ark.  Now His presence resides in us.   How do 
we live in a way that all people see it in us?   

 
Joshua commanded the people to sanctify themselves for the Lord will do wonders among you 

• What does it mean to be sanctified? How would you describe the process of sanctification? How 
does being set apart look in your life? 

• When God performs wonders, what does that look like? Give some Biblical examples of God’s 
wonders and then take a moment to reflect on the wonders you have seen in your life. 

 
In Joshua 4 the people Israelites cross over the Jordan and Joshua places 12 stones in Gilgal.  The Bible 
tells us they are as a remembrance for the children of Israel so that “all the peoples of the earth may 
know the hand of the LORD, that it is mighty, that you may fear the LORD your God forever.” 

• As men and women of God we are constantly placing stones in our walk with God. If you wrote 
your memoires, what would you want your children to remember about your walk with God? 
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