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This Discussion Guide is prepared to help believers apply the truths of Scripture to life.  As you prepare, 

make sure you have read the Scripture text and listened to the Sermon. If you missed the Sermon, go to 

www.experienceliberty.org and select the Sermon title listed above. 

Sermon Bible Verses:  Acts 16 

 
SERMON POINTS 

1. Where are You At?  
2. What Do You Want? 
3. What are You Doing? 
4. What is in Your Heart? 

The Macedonian Call 

6 Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy 
Spirit to preach the word in Asia. 7 After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but 
the Spirit did not permit them. 8 So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. 9 And a vision appeared 
to Paul in the night. A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, “Come over to Macedonia 
and help us.” 10 Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go to Macedonia, concluding 
that the Lord had called us to preach the gospel to them. 

• Many people who are in crisis mode often call for help from sources other than God.  
Why is that? 

• Have you ever felt the tugging of the Holy Spirit within you to minister to someone? 
Share a time you did not act on the urging of the Holy Spirit.   

 
13 And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was customarily made; 
and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there.  

• The church lacks power because the church lacks prayer.  Discuss. 

• Jesus had all power and authority in heaven and earth, yet He prayed.  Consider why. 

• How would you describe a tangible presence of the power of God and how do you see His 
 presence on the church today?  

• Philippi had no synagogue existed and Paul assembled with women, which was not 
 customary during this time.  We are outside our norm using virtual meetings instead of 
 gathering at church.  How has this affected your perspective and feelings about church?  

 
20 And they brought them to the magistrates, and said, “These men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble our 
city; 21 and they teach customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or observe.” 

NOTE* These men were only proving the truth of 1 Cor 2:14 that a natural man does not accept 
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, 
because they are spiritually appraised. 
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• The difficulty found in the Scriptures are not in presenting the doctrine, but in people’s 
 understanding.  How can we present the Gospel to sinners without seeming 
 condescending? 

 
22 Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore off their clothes and 
commanded them to be beaten with rods. 23 And when they had laid many stripes on them, they 
threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep them securely. 24 Having received such a charge, 
he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 But at midnight Paul and Silas 
were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. 
 
Consider Paul’s dedication to the Gospel when we read 2 Corinthians 11:24-28 in relation to the above 
verses.   

• How does this make you feel in regard to your own dedication? 

• Is there a downside, physically or spiritually, to taking the Gospel to the world? Discuss 
 the potential hazards our missionaries face in addition to the benefits/rewards.  

 

 2 Corinthians 11:24 Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes. 25 Three times I was beaten 
with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep. 26 I 
have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers 
from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers 
on the sea, dangers among false brethren; 27 I have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless 
nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. 28 Apart from such external things, 
there is the daily pressure on me of concern for all the churches. 
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