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This Discussion Guide is prepared to help believers apply the truths of Scripture to life.  As you prepare, 

make sure you have read the Scripture text and listened to the Sermon. If you missed the Sermon, go to 

www.experienceliberty.org and select the Sermon title listed above. 

Sermon Bible Verses:  Acts 17 
 

 
In this lesson take note of three similarities between Athens and America:  

1. The men of Athens worshiped the human intellect.  
2. They also loved newness and the endless discussion of new ideas.  
3. Finally, they valued tolerance and diversity as seen by their ever-expanding collection of gods.  

 

 Is the same true today?  Does society worship the human mind, love new ideas, and exalt 
tolerance as its highest virtue.  What does such a worldview produce? When you worship intellect, you 
get educated arrogance. When you love newness, you get restless dissatisfaction. When you exalt 
tolerance, you get endless uncertainty—always seeking for the truth you can never seem to find.  
  Athens knew everything that was knowable except the most important thing. Its’ people did not 
know God. Or what to do about their sins or where to find peace or how to discover the hope of heaven. 
They prove it is possible to be highly educated and deeply religious and still be totally ignorant about 
God.   

 
16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him when he saw that the 
city was given over to idols.  

• Discuss things, actions, or events you see in our culture as a type of falling away from a Godly 
society.  Why do we become de-sensitized to these things?    

• How will the next generation, our children, be affected by our de-sensitivity?  Consider the 
affects or TV shows that glamourize violence, gay rights, sex, broken homes and music that 
promotes evil, sex, and violence (Post Malone, CardiB or Nickie Minaj). 

• Paul became ticked off -aggravated-triggered when he saw the city was given over to idols.  How 
do you feel about our current culture?  If it elicits an irritated emotion, what can we do about it? 

 
John MacArthur writes that "some historians said that Athens, at the time of Paul, was the intellectual 
center and the university of the world. The minds of that part of the world congregated in Athens. In fact, 
it was such a such a proud city that it even called its university the Eye of Greece and the Mother of 
Arts. And Athens offered a home, incidentally, to almost every god in existence. In a place called the 
Pantheon, they had a god for everything. They had ever god there. And every public building in Athens 
was a shrine to a god. 

 
• Do you think our country could ever possibly become like Athens? Why or why not? 
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Act 17:17 - Therefore he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with the Gentile worshipers, and 
in the marketplace daily with those who happened to be there 

 

• Paul used his spiritual intellect to offer a proper discourse with the Jews and Gentiles.  If. you were 
ranked on your personal spiritual intellect, from 1(low)-10(high), where do you rank yourself?     

• Take note to that Paul reasoned daily! No time off for Paul! Also, he spoke to everybody there at 
the time he was there….no discrimination!  When is the last time you offered the gospel to 
someone who wasn’t in your ethnicity?  

 
 

Act 17:22 - Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I perceive that 
in all things you are very religious; 23 for as I was passing through and considering the objects of your 
worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom 
you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you 

 

• Paul begins his address in a courteous manner.   What is the best way to start a conversation 
about the gospel? What has worked for you?  Share your approach. 

• Paul states he considered the “objects of worship” of the philosophers.  Think about what might 
be “objects of worship” in your life…share. 

• Again, we see the boldness of the Apostle Paul in his proclamation of God.  It is easy to proclaim 
our faith on Facebook or Instagram or Snapchat.  What are the difficulties in proclaiming our 
faith in a one on one, face to face, situation?   


