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This Discussion Guide is prepared to help believers apply the truths of Scripture to life.  As you prepare, 
make sure you have read the Scripture text and listened to the Sermon. If you missed the Sermon, go to 
www.experienceliberty.org and select the Sermon title listed above. 
 
Read Sermon Bible Verses:  John 11:32-45 

Now we come to the miraculous conclusion of John 11 in which Lazarus is raised from the dead. It is an 
amazing thing that the God of the universe stepped out of Heaven and came into history and lived among 
men. John, chapter 11, is one of the places that shows more clearly than anywhere else the complete 
humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ—the emotion that He felt and the involvement that He had while He 
was with the us.  

 
32 Then, when Mary came where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, saying to Him, 
“Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

 
Martha, in Luke 10, who we have established as the sister who was busy with serving, approached 
Jesus with questions.  Yet, Mary immediately fell at His feet (a posture of worship) when she saw Jesus.    

x How do you approach Jesus in times of need…Questioning or worshipping? 
 
33 Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, He 
groaned in the spirit and was troubled. 34 And He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to 
Him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept.  
 
In this verse we find friends of Martha and Mary weeping with them.  The Scripture says that we should 
rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep.  We are to bear one another's burdens. It 
is clear in the Scripture is that we should allow ourselves to become close enough to people that we 
rejoice when they rejoice and weep when they weep.  
 

x Do you foster the kind of relationships that allow you to weep or rejoice with others?   
x What are the difficulties in getting that close to someone and how do we overcome those 

difficulties?  
x Over the years some of my families deepest wounds have come from the church family.  How is 

the best way to go about repairing broken relationships in the church? 
x Why is this important to have relational empathy in the church?  Read Ephesians 4:2-3. What 

would the church look like without it?  
x What does it mean to groan in the spirit and discuss why Jesus was troubled?  

 (The word groan in this verse is translated to mean to snort with anger) 
 
 
Take a look around at the world we live in.  

x What’s wrong with it? Is this world the way it was designed to be as in the garden of Eden? How 
do you think the world would have been if sin had not entered?   

x What are some consequences of sin in our lives? 
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36 Then the Jews said, “See how He loved him!” 37 And some of them said, “Could not this Man, 
who opened the eyes of the blind, also have kept this man from dying?” 
 

x Have you ever questioned God about the method He used to show His love for you? 
x The tears of Jesus showed that He loved Lazarus, but what did Jesus do to show how He loved 

Lazarus and us? 
 

38 Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against 
it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone. “Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, 
“Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he has been dead four days.” 

 
Consider what Martha and Mary thought when Jesus told those at the tomb to take away the stone.  
Many times, God leads us to do something and we cannot figure out why. We wonder if He really is 
aware of what is happening to us, yet we don't want Him to know how we feel. We are afraid to let him 
know of our doubt or questions.  
  

x What does it take relationally to say to Jesus “Lord he stinks”, i.e. Lord are you sure of what you 
are doing? 

 
 
43 Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” 44 And 
he who had died came out bound hand and foot with graveclothes, and his face was wrapped with 
a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and let him go.” 
 

x Jesus performed a miracle when He raised Lazarus from the dead.  Then he said to those around 
him to “Loose him and let him go.”  What does that mean in regard to our relationship with God? 

 


