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This Discussion Guide is prepared to help believers apply the truths of Scripture to life.  As you prepare, 

make sure you have read the Scripture text and listened to the Sermon. If you missed the Sermon, go to 

www.experienceliberty.org and select the Sermon title listed above. 

Sermon Bible Verses:  John 11:18-27 

 

 
We are given this story to teach us the truth about who Jesus is.   
 

• Have you ever been afraid of dying?  What comfort does Jesus want to give you? Jesus is the 
essential hope to escape the finality of death. Define why Jesus is this hope. 

• When standing at a coffin of someone who has passed on, it forces me to think about the reality 
of my own death and the hope of Jesus. Discuss your own thoughts and experiences. 

• How can the way you deal with your own pending death be a witness to others about your great 
hope in the resurrection?  

 
What were Martha and Mary doing as Lazarus was in his grave? They were waiting. 
In Isaiah 40:31 we read: But those who wait on the LORD Shall renew their strength; … 
 

• In this verse the word wait is rendered “to have a hopeful expectation”.   How often do we wait 
with a hopeful expectation of God to move in our lives rather than an anxious and worried 
expectation of why God isn’t answering? 

• Patience is difficult in a society where instant gratification is prevalent. Why is waiting on Jesus, 
knowing He carries the answer, so difficult?  How do we get (spiritually) to a place of peaceful 
waiting? 
 

 
21 Now Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. 
 

• Would you consider this an expression of faith or an expression of regret?   

• Do you think Martha was mad at Jesus or simply stating a fact?  Do you ever get angry at God?  
 
No word in our English language can be as hurtful as the word “if”.   

• There is much torment in it. Had this been done or that, had such and such precautions been 
taken, had the doctor been sent for a little sooner, had certain medicines been tried which were 
learned of too late, had we not moved into that house, the result might have been different. So, 
we go over the whole miserable collection of possibilities with much bitterness of spirit. Nothing 
ever simply happens so. The Lord God all-powerful reigns, and all things come from Him. Neither 
Mary nor Martha understood the total picture of what Jesus was doing.  
 

•  Our ignorance is as much a part of God’s Divine plan as our knowledge. God does not mean for 
us to know all things. How do we find peace in not knowing? 

 
 

• Do good things ever come as a result of living through difficult or painful situations?  Read 
Romans 8:28. Is there sometimes a higher purpose or bigger picture to the pain and suffering we 
experience?  
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• How has God used your difficult situations to bring about good in your live or the lives of others?   

• Have you ever thanked God for the difficult or painful time in your life because of the good that 
came from it?  

 
Consider the story of Jesus and the Centurion.  
He had a servant who was sick, and Jesus offered to come to his house and heal him.  The Centurion 
expressed great faith in saying to Jesus: “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just 
say the word, and my servant will be healed.”   
 

• At what level of faith are you? Is your faith in a place where you can say “Jesus just speak it” and 
it will be done? 

• The Bible describes God as Omnipresent, Omnipotent and Omniscient meaning He is capable of 
being everywhere at the same time, all powerful and all knowing.  In every life circumstance He is 
aware, available and able to change every circumstance. But sometimes He chooses to not 
change a thing.  Why? 
 

 
 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he 
shall live. 26 And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 
 

• Isn’t this the ultimate question we have to come to terms with as a Christian?  If the greatest 
miracle is the resurrection of Jesus, and the second greatest miracle is the resurrection of 
Lazarus, can we believe we as well as our family and friends who have died in Christ be 
resurrected too?  Describe how you have come to terms with this kind of faith and the reality of 
death. 

 


