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This Discussion Guide is prepared to help believers apply the truths of Scripture to life.  As you prepare, 

make sure you have read the Scripture text and listened to the Sermon. If you missed the Sermon, go to 

www.experienceliberty.org and select the Sermon title listed above. 

 

Verses:  Matthew 14:22-33 
 

These verses are preceded by the story of Jesus feeding 5000 people with five loaves and two 
fish.  What a great miracle for the fledgling disciples to witness. It should have strengthened 
their faith in Jesus and given them a better understanding that he worked in the natural, 
supernaturally. After this miracle Jesus sent the disciples to the other side of the sea without 
Him.   
 
SOME STORMS COME JUST BECAUSE WE ARE HUMAN. SOME BECAUSE WE ARE BEING 
DISCIPLINED. AND SOME BECAUSE GOD IS TESTING OUR FAITH AS SEEN IN THIS STORM 
 
Matthew 14:22 Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him 
to the other side, while He sent the multitudes away. 
 

• How would you feel about Jesus when He fed 5000 men (not including the women and 
children) with a two-piece fish dinner? What faith event have you witnessed in your life? 

• Jesus performed ~ 35 miracles during his ministry.  Not including the feeding of the 
5000, what other miracles did Jesus do? Do miracles still happen today? 

• When you think about your boat, how has Jesus made you get in to make you move 
away from him(physically) and into your understanding of faith? 

 
Matthew 14:23 And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up on the mountain 
by Himself to pray. Now when evening came, He was alone there. 
 

• Why do you think Jesus left the disciples to themselves and went up to a mountain to 
pray? How often do you make time to pray, alone? 

 
Matthew 14:24  But the boat was now in the middle of the sea, tossed by the waves, for 
the wind was contrary. 
When the disciples got away from the land, a fierce storm arose and almost sank the ship. 
Please note: they were not in the storm because they disobeyed the Lord, but because they 
obeyed him. He was testing and perfecting their faith. 
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• Many times, you might find some contrary event happens in your life.  Most times we 
look at those times as inconveniences.  How often do we see the things in our life that 
appear as contrary, to actually be God’s testing? 

• How has Jesus tested your faith to move you into a greater level of faith? 
 
Matthew 14:25-27 Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking on the 
sea. And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a 
ghost!” And they cried out for fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of good 
cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.” 
 

• Fear is our greatest opponent in our Christian walk.  How can we overcome fear? 

• When the disciples cried out, Jesus immediately spoke to them.  What is the key for an 
immediate response from the Lord? Why do we hold back from crying out? 

 

Matthew 14:28-31 And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command me to 
come to You on the water.” So He said, “Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the 
boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus. But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he 
was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!” And immediately Jesus 
stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you 
doubt?” 
 

• In the very first verse Peter states “Lord if it is you”…is that a honest statement of a lack 
of faith? 

• When the Lord commanded Peter to come out of the boat, he did.   Let’s be honest. If 
you were on a canoe, on a body of water, in the middle of a storm, and someone was 
walking to you on the water and said to you “Step out of the boat”, what would you do? 

• Notice that Jesus simply commanded Peter to come out of the boat.  What level of faith 
do you need to step out...a lot? Peter is identified as having little faith.  Which is it? 

• Peter had to learn how to identify Jesus, not by physical identity, but by trusting his 
word. When you read the Bible and pray and build relationship with God, will you trust 
him? 

• We sometimes do great things for God and are ok until we start to think about it. When 
we do start thinking about it and analyzing it, we are in trouble. It is then that we often 
start thinking that we are doing it on our own.  Do we do that and why? 

• Our Christian life is, like the storm, is boisterous. When we are fighting against the odds, 
what is our best resource to calm the storm? Peter cried out when he began to sink.  We 
often cry out when we are totally under water.  Why? Can you see this event in its 
relation to the cross: Jesus stretched out his hands when we cried out “save me.”  Why 
doubt its authenticity? 

 

Matthew 14:31-33 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. Then those who were 
in the boat came and worshiped Him, saying, “Truly You are the Son of God.” 
 

Today proclaim Jesus as the True Son of God.  Get in the boat and expect miracles. 


