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This Discussion Guide is prepared to help believers apply the truths of Scripture to life.  As you prepare, 

make sure you have read the Scripture text and listened to the Sermon. If you missed the Sermon, go to 

www.experienceliberty.org and select the Sermon title listed above. 

 

Verses: John15:1-18 
 
I remember learning to ride my bike, but my favorite memories are when I taught my kids.  Without fail, 
at the beginning, the front tire would wobble back and forth more and more wildly just before one of 
them hit the dust. Sometimes they would try again; sometimes they would call. It quits. Learning to ride 
a bike at first is completely unnatural.  Once it clicks-the balance, peddling, steering- it’s hard to imagine 
not know how to do it.  
Jesus talks about taking up a challenge to live life differently. It’s sort of like riding a bike. He wants us to 
live in grace and walk in love, but at first, it is a gangly, wobbly wreck. We might even get banged up a 
little. Then, after a while, you just know how to do it.  The Bible describes it as a rhythm, like breathing 
itself, where we are taking in grace for ourselves and holding out love for others.  It is not natural and 
takes some practice.   
But Jesus showed us the way.  Maybe one day we’ll look a little more graceful and pull off some cool 
tricks…hop a couple of curbs, do a wheelie or a bunny hop. Not unlike Peter and John who healed a man 
in Acts 3.  Jesus wants us to stick with Him through the awkward learning parts so we can learn to ride 
like He does.   He wants to take our mind of falling so we can pedal more fearlessly. Sure, there will be 
some scratches and scrapes.  But we can pick each other up and help each other gee back for another 
go. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------  
John 15:1- 2   I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear 
fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
 
In the Old Testament, Israel is often referred to as God’s vine that He planted.  In Isaiah 5:1-7, the 
prophet paints a picture of the Lord planting a vineyard and expecting to find good grapes at the 
harvest, but it only produced worthless grapes. As a result, the Lord threatened to destroy the vineyard 
because it did not fulfill His intended purpose. 
 

• Jesus refers to himself as the true vine.  How does the true vine differ from the Old 
Testament Israel? 

• How does the vinedresser fit in? What is His role? 

• Who is Jesus talking about? Christians or non-Christians? 

• What kind of fruit is John talking about? (Fruit is Christlike character, Christlike conduct, 
and Christlike converts.). How does your life show these three traits? 

• Since love, joy, and peace are the first three fruits of the Spirit, we can extend the list to 
include the other fruits (Gal. 5:22-23): “patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control.  Does this factually represent your life? Why or why not? 



 

      

 2 

L I B E R T 

Y  

• Christ’s purpose for all branches in Him is that we bear much fruit. What is your ministry 
currently? 

 
John 15:3- 4   Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in 
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide 
in me. 

• How does the Word clean us?    

• Define what the word abide means. (in reference to time, place and condition) 

• Would you consider your relationship with Christ symbiotic…Each relying on the other in 
regard to fruit bearing or are you on your own? 

• Share what good deeds, having eternal repercussions, you done without Christ at the 
center? 
 

 
John 15:5- 6 I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for 
without Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is 
withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 

 
• What may be healthy and what is unhealthy about comparing your “fruit” with that of 

 other believers? 

• Think about the first year of your salvation and last week.  Any difference in fruit 
 bearing? What can you do to increase the fruit in your walk with God? 

• What ungodly activities, relationships, or priorities do you need to prune out of your life 
 so that the Lord doesn’t have to do it?  

 
 

John 15:7- 8 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be 
done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 

 
Verse 7: This verse has been a stumbling block to some sincere Christians. It appears to 

be a blanket promise to grant any request the disciple may ask. Really it is a blanket promise to grant 
any request that an abiding disciple may ask. An abiding disciple will ask only those things that are in 
harmony with or subject to God’s will, as Jesus did. The wishes of abiding disciples are the same as 
Jesus’ wishes. To ask anything else would make the praying believer a non-abiding disciple. 

 

• Do you think asking God for a pink Cadillac is in His will? Or to win the Lottery? If no, 
 why do we ask for these things? Are we abiding when we ask for such trivial things? 

• What kind of prayers are those that abide in Gods’ will? 
 

As disciples of Christ we are asked to fulfill the purposes of God.  Part of that purpose is to bear fruit.  
Jesus bore fruit in his life and now through our lives.  In Matthew7 Jesus states: 17 Even so, every good 
tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad 
tree bear good fruit.  
 
What would others say about your fruitfulness?  Good or bad? 
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