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Liberty Baptist Church Scripture Reflections 

BE A REAL CHURCH 
Small Group Discussion 

 

 

 

This Discussion Guide is prepared to help believers apply the truths of Scripture to life.  As you 

prepare, make sure you have read the Scripture text and listened to the Sermon. If you missed 

the Sermon, go to www.experienceliberty.org and select the Sermon title listed above. 

Sermon Bible Verses:  Matthew 23:13-27 

 

KEY POINTS OF SERMON 

1. Pretending keeps people from Jesus 
2. Pretending honors self, not God 
3. Pretending causes pretending  
4. Pretending focuses on the wrong things 
5. Pretending causes outward show and inward rot 

Matthew 23:13:  “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites…. 

 
1) In Matthew23 Jesus uses a keyword to describe the attitudes of the Pharisees and scribes.  He uses this 

word nine times from verse 13 -29.  That word is hypocrite.  

• What is a hypocrite? 

• What might be some examples of the way people are hypocritical? In life, In church? 
 

2) Not only does Jesus speak against the hypocritical attitudes of the pharisees, but he also rebukes them 
by the use of the word woe.  (Woe means to rebuke or condemn.)   

• How do you think Jesus would feel if he saw the attitudes of church members today?  
 
 

3) If we are going to attract others to our church, how do we do that and at the same time live lives that 
are hypocritical?  (If we act like we are perfect people, who would want to come and feel less than 
perfect?)  
 

Matthew23:17  “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to win one 
proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves. 

 

• As young children, how does our family culture drive our behavior in church?  How do friends 
 mold our church culture? 

• What are some other influences around us that pattern our style of worship, prayer, giving, etc… 
• Why is it that we can go to a football game and act like we are half crazed, but come to church 
 and act like we are half dead? 
 

Matthew 23:23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and 
cummin and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to 
have done, without leaving the others undone. 
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• When we pretend to be something we are not, we focus on the things that don’t matter.  Being 
hypocritical might cause us to nitpick what kinds of things in the church? 

• Jesus said people will know you are my disciples if……Finish this statement and contrast it to our 
hypocritical lifestyle 

 
Matthew23:27.  “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which 
indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness.28Even so you 
also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 

 

• Remember the story of Samuel looking for the next king of Israel (David) and all of Jesses sons were 
brought to Samuel?  How did all those young men look? When David was brought before Samuel what did 
he look like?  Was it the outward appearance or the inward heart that mattered to God? 
 
But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks 
on the heart.”  

 
 
 

THINK ABOUT THIS: GOD SEES BEYOND THE OUTWARD APPEARANCE OF OUR OWN 
SELF IMPORTANCE.  IT DOESN’T MATTER WHAT FACADE WE PUT UP; GOD KNOWS MY 
HEART.  


