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Go GOD! 

 2019 was an absolutely amazing year 
for the Church in the Pines! We certainly grew 
in numbers, but more importantly, we have 
grown substantially in understanding our true 
identity in Christ and have grown together 
relationally as a family. I want to thank each of 
you for all that you have done this past year in 
support of the church’s mission and for your 
faithful attendance. We couldn’t be where we 
are today without the many who have 
volunteered their time and shared their gifts 
and talents in fulfilling the needs of the church. 
Over the past year, we have witnessed 
numerous people come to the Lord, 30+ 
baptized both in water and the Holy Spirit, 
miraculous healings (too many to count), 
marriages restored, and lives transformed. We 
were so blessed financially that we were able 
to bring our property debt down to just over 
$20,000!! The Lord also made a way for us to 
add two precious, talented women of God to 
our staff: administrator Renee Drellack and 
Worship/Youth Leader Jasmine Springer!! 
Thank you, GOD, for your blessings and 
faithfulness in this past year! Go GOD!! 
 The word the Lord has given me for the 
church in 2020 is “CONNECTIVITY”. This year 
we will be intentional about creating a variety of 
ways for us to connect more frequently and on 
a deeper level. For this to be become a reality 
it will require everyone’s help. We need your 
ideas, your leadership, your willingness to 
serve with your time and talents, and most 
importantly, we need your personal 
commitment to simply get involved!                   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have been sensing the Lord’s prompting 
for you to be more engaged with things going 
on in our church, THE TIME IS NOW!! Let’s 
lock arms and grab ahold of where God is 
taking us in 2020! Hang on church, it’s going to 
be amazing!! GO GOD!! 

In His Love and Service, 
Jay 
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Check out the NEW church website!! 
https://thechurchinthepines.org/ 
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“A Room Without Walls” 

By Darrin Schlangen 

There is a room for you above the clouds 

That has no walls 

In this room, peaceful sounds come from 

endless choir halls 

This open floor plan 

Allows all your loved ones to hug you 

always 

This is God’s plan 

This is what you can have always 

Here you can hop on Daddy’s lap 

To tell Him all your stories 

Here He hugs you safe in His lap 

Here you can have no worries 

This room is for you 

As long as you believe it to be true 

 

 

 

Come check out our Youth & Focus 

groups!  

When: Sunday nights  

Where: The Church in the Pines 

(small building) 

Who: Youth ages 12 -16 (5-

6:15pm)? 

Focus ages 17+ (6:45-8pm) 

About Focus: Focus is a group that 

gets together every Sunday evening 

to go through Bible teachings and 

have fellowship with one another. 

Our goal is to grow every individual 

in their walk with the Lord and help 

them to understand their incredible 

value in Christ.  
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“The one who prophesies speaks to people for edification [to promote their spiritual growth] and [speaks words of] 

encouragement [to uphold and advise them concerning the matters of God] and speaks words of consolation [to 

compassionately comfort them].”  

~  1 Corinthians 14:3 Amplified Bible 

What couple drives 75 miles one way to come to the Church in the Pines, will use a skid loader to get 

out of the driveway during snowstorms, and can’t get enough of walking out the joy of life the Lord has given 

them? Meet John and Kjersti Lindblom, along with their sons Conner, Dylan, and Tyler. To this family home is 

a place that includes three dogs, four cats and Heritage Red Waddle hogs. The Pines is also their “home”. A 

place where they belong, a sanctuary of peace where they are surrounded by the breath of God.  John and 

Kjersti state the reason they drive so far on Sundays, is because of their love for the church and the people of 

the Pines.  

Together and individually, John and Kjersti are a gift as well as mentors to the church body. John’s 

easy grin and handshake/hug puts a smile on your heart. His innate ability to place you at ease 

supernaturally provides a welcomed opportunity for effective, soul grasping communication. John seems to 

see through the eyes of God’s love and speak encouragement into you. With no judgement what-so-ever 

John will speak what the Holy Spirit places on his heart for you to hear. Hearing those words of 

encouragement can work wonders in a person’s life and make a difference.   

 Equally refreshing is Kjersti’s ability to listen for the  

wisdom of the Lord and the words that He wants to be heard. Whether  

at work, home, or out and about. “Co-workers and others just come up  

to me and start talking about things that I never would have asked and  

sometimes don’t want to know. I feel the Lord has placed me in that  

situation as a conduit to discuss His grace because the person has opened  

the door for dialog. I do not work with many Christians so at times it is  

frustrating and hard. Co-workers know I am a Christian so when I get  

approached with tirades, foul language, or questions and I find the ability  

to respond in a respectful, loving, kind way I know it’s a God thing  

because God tells me what to do and gives me the words to respond.”  

Kjersti says.  

 The church is growing through our many attendees. Just know there are folks that care for you where 

you are and as you are. Always remember, if you hang with the Lindblom family during winter months you 

may need to travel with a snow blower and tire chains. 
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- A happy Pine’s 
person picks up his friend on Saturday 
and has him stay at his place overnight 
so that the friend can join us at church on 
Sundays. Way cool guys! 
 

- A Pine’s person was leaving the 8:30am 
service when he discovered one of his 
tires was flat. Another Pines person was 
bringing his family to the 10:30am service 
and observed the situation. He got tools 
out of his truck and changed the flat tire 
right then and there. 

 
- One Sunday a young adult was looking 

for “that woman who gives the great 
hugs”. The ‘hug woman’s’ absence was 
noticed by someone she did not 
personally know. Does ‘hug woman’ know 
her hugs bring light and joy to others? 

 
- A couple who drive a long way to church 

will pick up their relative’s kids to bring 
them to the Pine’s services. The kids love 
the church and children’s ministry! 

 
- A Pines person gets up before dawn and 

plows out the church parking lot and has 
never asked for remuneration for gas or 
time. 

 
- A Pines person noticed a young woman 

not leaving after services were over. They 
approached and spoke words of Christ’s 
love to the young woman and found out 
she was scared, broke, living in an  
abusive relationship and was wise 
enough to not want to return to her 
apartment with her child. After discussion 
the Pines was able to arrange having the 
young woman’s mother come to MN and 
return her and her child safely back to 
their home in Georgia.  

 
 
 
 

- A call requesting assistance came into 
the Pines. An elderly veteran, on 
probation, had a companion dog who had 
been with him throughout the years. The 
veteran was living in poverty, and his dog 
was old, sick and needing to be 
euthanized. On behalf of her client, the 
probation officer had called area 
veterinarians and various places, 
requesting donated funds in order to 
assist her client in having his dog put 
down. The probation officer was unable to 
locate any funds. BUT GOD. The officer 
then called Pastor Jay and broke down in 
tears after hearing that the Pines would 
be willing to assist the veteran on. Many 
levels in his endeavor. A Pines person 
went to the veteran’s home, brought his 
beloved dog to the vet and stayed with 
the dog while this dear animal was 
euthanized. 
 

- All ages are invited to email 
merelake13@gmail.com in ways you 
have blessed others or observe 
someone’s kindness. You got this, let us 
know about your walk with the Lord! 
 
 

 

The Pines has been blessed 
with donated bread. As a 
church body let’s “One 
Another” our neighborhoods, 
workplaces, and strangers 
with what we have been given. 
We all can serve and walk it 
out by emptying our bread 
shelf each week onto the 
tables of others. 

mailto:merelake13@gmail.com
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Guess what child you think wrote one of the following (in picture below), then ask that child at church 
if you are right! 

 

Looking for Connectivity?

Ways to Get Connected

• Youth & Focus Groups: Sundays @ 5pm - 6:15 
(for youth) and 6:45 - 8pm (for Focus) with 

Jasmine 

• Men's Group: Wednesday nights @ 6:30pm

• Prayer Group: Sunday mornings 9:30-10:15 am

• Stay tuned for Women's nights with Kassia

Ways to Get Involved

• Children's Church: Sunday mornings during 2nd service

• Worship Team: To audition contact Rochelle or Jasmine

•Prophecy Team Building: Monday nights @ 6:30pm

•Donations for food shelf: donation box located inside 
the church by front door

•Provide articles, prayers, poems, thoughts, etc. for Pines 
Newsletter merelake13@gmail.com

•Charis Healing University: Thurs nights 7-9pm  

Guess Who! 
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Love INC  

 “Love in the Name of Christ” 
 By touching lives and sharing blessings, 
Love INC addresses individual and family 
spiritual, physical, emotional and financial 
needs.  
 How it works: If you have a non-

emergency need for food, clothes, gas money, 
help with mortgage payments, etc. the 1st step 
is to register with Love INC via phone call, visit 
Love INC Facebook page, or register on-line. 

After registration and personal information is 
taken the you will have opportunity to 
reflect/discuss, with a caring professional, 
details about current situation.  Based on your 
individual needs, you will be encouraged to 

participate in a variety of life transforming 
classes from Love INC’s national curriculum. 
Participants are rewarded for completing of 
their course work with incentives that help 
meet their physical needs.  Incentives include 

everything from gas cards, detergent, and 
cleaning products all the way up to providing 
washer and dryers. There is also a clothing 
ministry open to clients and their families. 

These classes are also open to general the 
public. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Classes include: 
 12 week- Life skills; 12 week- Faith 
and finances- budgets, credits cards- person 
gets a mentor for 1 year;  
8 week- Manage my body the temple- learn 

from doctors, nutritionist, exercise, relaxation, 
meditation, and feed your brain; 8 week- 
Manage everyday conflict-how to manage 
conflict within family and other relationships; 

12 week- Affirming potential- who were you 
designed to be, create your dream for life as 
you can start it over; 12 week, Alpha class- 
what does it mean to be a Christian; 12 
week- Boundaries- set financial, sexual, 

physical boundaries; 12 week-  Boundaries 
for kids for young and adult kids; 2 week 

Groundbreaker- where are you in your family 
of origin and why you are the way you are; 8 

week- Redemptive compassion empower 
yourself to heal within – professionals helping 
professionals. 
Volunteer opportunities are available, must 
attend 2- two-hour trainings and then fill out 

application. 
 Love INC is located at 44 Glenn Road 
NW, Alexandria, MN  
 phone: 320-759-3022; 

www.loveindouglas.org or Facebook 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.loveindouglas.org/
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“Behind Bars” 

by Kelly Lanctot 

 Almost 10 years ago there was a devastating crime 

in the Willmar community. As a result, a churchgoing, 

sweet grandma was dead, and her grandson was 

found guilty of homicide.  My anger grew as I read 

about the case in the newspaper each week. My 

version of “Christianity” wasn’t equipped to process 

this kind of evil. I bordered on hating the kid. All I 

could to do was call out to God, “Help! Do something 

with me!”  

 And God did! His answer was swift and clear, 

“Kelly, you’re going to minister in prison.” How I got 

there and how the Journey to the Heart ministry 

began is nothing short of miraculous, but that story is 

for another time. Behind bars I quickly learned a big 

lesson - people are people: there’s God, there’s 

Satan, and there’s all of us…people are people…and 

all on the same level. Prison stripped me of religious 

pride; thinking some are better than others. I was 

proud. I would judge. I was wrong. That’s why my 

version of “Christianity” wasn’t working!   

 “The mystery is that people who have never heard 

of God and those who have heard of him all their 

lives…stand on the same ground before God. They 

get the same offer, same help, same promises in 

Christ Jesus.” Eph 3:4 MSG 

 God is gracious to use me behind bars. Oh, the 

stories I can tell! What goes on behind those prison 

walls continues to deepen my view of God and 

transform my walk with Him. I witness, over and 

again, when someone makes even a tiny step in His 

direction, God quickly responds. How humble He is! 

How merciful He is! What power to save! 

“The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart 

and saves such as have a contrite spirit.” Ps 34:18  

“A bruised reed he will not break and a faintly burning 

wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth 

justice” Isa 42:3, Mt 12:20    

 I’m in the Florida prisons for 

a week at a time, 8am to 8pm 

every day, twice a year (spring and fall) with people 

from all over the country. Men go to men’s prisons; 

women go to women’s prisons. My family goes to 

prison, too! Jeremy (Hubby), Ezra (25), Moriah (23), 

Isaac (20) have all gone in several times. Abby (18) 

and Gabe (14) help with base support. Every 

volunteer pays for their travel expenses, and even 

pays to be part of the team by helping cover the costs 

of meals and lodging for the week. The inmates can’t 

understand it. They are blown away that we take 

vacation time, load up our families, pay our way, and 

eat prison food with them. Why do we do it? Simply 

because of God’s amazing love! Mt 25:39

 
“For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge 

thus: that if One died for all, then all died; and He 

died for all, that those who live should no longer live 

for themselves…” 2 Cor 5:14,15a   

 It’s radical to love with God’s love, but it’s LIFE like 

no other! We’re going back this February 22-29. 

Thank you, prayer team. I see daily breakthroughs 

because of your prayers. Thank you all for the gifts 

given to offset expenses. We’re now doing this as a 

church family; therefore, you reap the rewards, too! 

Many precious people get saved, set free, and the 

church behind bars gets encouraged by our regular 

visits. 

(This is one of the Church in the Pines' Missions) 
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Tithing and Expenses: Jan 2019 – Dec 2019 

Ways to Give 

- Mail a check to The Church in the Pines 3992 Hwy 27 W Alexandria MN 56308 
- Weekly Offering: Donations received in regular Sunday offerings will first go to 

offset our monthly expenses  
- Online: Go to our website www.thechurchinthepines.org ; Click “Give” and follow 

the instructions.  
- Text to Give: 888-364-4483.       CODE: TCITP 

 

 

 
 
FEBRUARY 14th: BE MY VALENTINE DATE NIGHT for married or engaged couples at the Church 
6:30 to 8:30pm 

- Popeye grab your Olive Oil, Romeo your Juliet, Kermit your Miss Piggy, Jay your Rochelle 
- Dress Attire requested as Pines will be serving light appetizers, and refreshments for a Valentine's date 

night for married and engaged couples. 
- Nursery/Childcare will be provided by our awesome Pine youth with an adult.  
- Sign up required (so we have enough yummies) and list number of kids with their ages for nursey and 

childcare. FREE WILL OFFERING 

FEBRUARY 29th: WOMENS NEW BABY CELEBRATION at the Church from 1 to 2:30pm 
- A relaxing time designed for Moms with babies 6 months and under: Mom's contact Kassia @ 491-

1627 to reserve your spot 

APRIL 19th: CHURCH IN THE PINES FOURTH YEAR ANNIVERSARY PARTY at the Church 
12:15pm 

- Come join your Church family as we celebrate four years of being in the body of Christ! 
- We will celebrate after the second service, so stay tuned for updates 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Tithing 13,930.99 10,761.38 31,279.46 22,983.80 23,800.19 22,785.99 20,167.90 20,495.22 26,706.61 17,379.23 17,229.86 20,624.91 

Expenses 14,470.13 12,902.44 23,306.58 14,440.09 25,414.42 12,177.75 15,418.95 18,436.87 13,712.74 8,262.46 316,725.89 30,478.76 
 
 

             

Join the church family in some 

fellowship! 


