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events
We now have the Bible and a
reading plan are now on our
app (the Bible icon in the lower
right corner). Use it to follow
along on Sundays and/or to
read through the Bible
together this year.
Our sermon series in Mark will
begin again this Sunday,
January 10. We will also be
celebrating communion using
prepackaged individual
servings.
Ladies, you are welcome to join
our next Bible Study on
Wednesday the 20th in the
morning or on Thursday
evenings on the 21st. The
study is on The Armor of God
by Pricilla Shirer.
Ways to Give: Online giving is
a convenient way to give. You
may set up one-time or
recurring contributions on our
website. If you prefer to give in
person, look for our giving box
located on the front table in the
pavilion on Sunday morning.
You can also mail a check to
the address below.

SERMON NOTES
Andrew Severinsen - Mark 8:31-9:13
Context: We left off with the first half of Mark’s gospel
reaching a decisive climax as Peter confesses that Jesus
is the Messiah. Mark’s narrative now takes a decisive
turn, as Jesus defines his messianic role as one of
suffering and sacrifice.
• Mark 1-8 — Who is this Jesus? He is the Messiah!
• Mark 9-16 — What will He look like? What will He do?
Big Idea: In our text today, Jesus begins to clarify what
the Messiah must do and what it will look like, as many
had the wrong idea. This leads into teaching by Jesus on
the essence of faith.
• 8:31-38 — Jesus foretells His death and resurrection
• 9:1-13 — the Transfiguration
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GRACE GROUP Discussion Questions
Starter: Thinking back on the first half of Mark this past fall... What did you learn? What
surprised you? How might you have grown in your understanding of Jesus the Messiah?
What excites you as we continue on in Mark’s gospel narrative?
Mark 8:31-9:13 — What does it say?
1. Jesus foretells His death and resurrection to the disciples for the first time in 8:31-33.
Why does He teach them this now?
2. In verse 31, the word “must” takes control of the sentence. What does this tell us about
Jesus’ purpose for coming to earth?
3. What does Peter’s action in verse 32 tell us about his understanding of Jesus’ role as
“the Christ”? Why does Jesus rebuke Peter?
4. Summarize Jesus’ teachings in verses 34-38. Who is Jesus speaking to now? What is the
connection to His rebuke of Peter?
5. Jesus asks two rhetorical questions — What do they communicate?
6. In 9:1, Jesus says some of those standing with Him will see the Kingdom of God before
they die. Is this an immediate foreshadowing (the transfiguration), or about His death
and resurrection, or something else?
7. What does it mean that Jesus was “transfigured before them”? What do you think this
looked and felt like to these 3 disciples?
8. Why do you think Jesus is joined by Elijah and Moses? What do each of them represent?
9. Who is the voice coming out of the cloud in verse 7? When else have we heard this
voice in Mark? How are these interactions similar/different?
10. In verse 11, the disciples’ question references the prophecy of Elijah returning in Malachi
4:5. Why is the disciples’ question important regarding who Jesus is? What is Jesus
telling them by saying “Elijah has come”?
Mark 8:31-9:13 — How does it apply to our lives today?
1. What is your emotional response when you read about denying yourself, taking up your
cross, and losing your life? Sad? Happy? Afraid? Relieved? And why?
2. What does it look like to lose our lives for Jesus’ sake in our community? To deny
ourselves and take up our cross? Is this a one-time action or a lifelong process? Explain.
3. Like the transfiguration, can you look back on a moment in your spiritual life where you
knew undeniably that Jesus is God? How did you react? What lasting impact has that
produced?
4. How should seeing the transfigured Jesus give more meaning and significance to His
commands in 8:34-38?
Spend some time sharing and praying together.
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