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November 21-22, 2020
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NIV) – “Rejoice always, pray continually, give
thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus”.
Ezra 1:1-3 (NIV) – “In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill
the word of the Lord spoken by Jeremiah, the Lord moved the heart of
Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation throughout his realm and also
put it in writing: This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: ‘The Lord, the God
of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has
appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. Any of his
people among you may go up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple
of the Lord, the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem, and may their
God be with them’”.
“scribe” – 1) a person who copies out documents, especially one
employed to do this before printing was invented, 2) an ancient Jewish
record-keeper or, later, a professional theologian and jurist
Ezra 7:6 (NIV) – “This Ezra came up from Babylon. He was a teacher well
versed in the Law of Moses, which the Lord, the God of Israel, had given.
The king had granted him everything he asked, for the hand of the Lord his
God was on him”.
2 Chronicles 7:19-22 (NIV) – “But if you turn away and forsake the
decrees and commands I have given you and go off to serve other gods
and worship them, then I will uproot Israel from my land, which I have given
them, and will reject this temple I have consecrated by my Name. I will
make it a byword and an object of ridicule among all peoples. This temple
will become a heap of rubble. All who pass by will be appalled and say,
‘Why has the Lord done such a thing to this land and to this temple?’
People will answer, ‘Because they have forsaken the Lord, the God of their
ancestors, who brought them out of Egypt, and have embraced other gods,
worshiping and serving them – that is why he brought all this disaster on
them’”.
“Sometimes we’re so concerned about who penned the Bible that we forget
about who authored it” – Rikkz Premnath
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2 Timothy 3:14-17 (NIV) – “But as for you, continue in what you have
learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from
whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that the servant of
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work”.
Ezra 7:27-28 (NIV) – “Praise be to the Lord, the God of our ancestors, who
has put it into the king’s heart to bring honor to the house of the Lord in
Jerusalem in this way, and who has extended His good favor to me before
the king and his advisers and all the king’s powerful officials. Because the
hand of the Lord my God was on me, I took courage and gathered leaders
from Israel to go up with me”.
“took courage” = Hebrew chazaq – “to be or grow firm or strong;
strengthen”; 290 uses in O.T.
Joshua 1:5-6 (NIV) – No one will be able to stand against you all the days
of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave
you nor forsake you. Be strong and courageous, because you will lead
these people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them”.
www.worldviewwarriors.blogspot.com – search: “The Israelite War Cry”
Revelation 12:12b (NIV) – “He is filled with fury, because he knows that
his time is short”.
Ezra 9:6-9 (NIV) – “I am too ashamed and disgraced, my God, to lift up my
face to you, because our sins are higher than our heads and our guilt has
reached to the heavens. From the days of our ancestors until now, our
guilt has been great. Because of our sins, we and our kings and our priests
have been subjected to the sword and captivity, to pillage and
humiliation at the hand of foreign kings, as it is today. But now, for a brief
moment, the LORD our God has been gracious in leaving us a remnant and
giving us a firm place in his sanctuary, and so our God gives light to our
eyes and a little relief in our bondage. Though we are slaves, our God has
not forsaken us in our bondage. He has shown us kindness in the sight of
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the kings of Persia: He has granted us new life to rebuild the house of our
God and repair its ruins, and he has given us a wall of protection in Judah
and Jerusalem.
“I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all; but
whatever I have placed in God’s hands, that, I still possess” – Corrie ten
Boom
“In happy moments, PRAISE GOD. In difficult moments, SEEK GOD. In
quiet moments, WORSHIP GOD. In painful moments, TRUST GOD.
Every moment, THANK GOD” – Rick Warren
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