
The Reopening of Friendship Community Church – May 23-24 

Dear church, 

I hope this letter finds you all happy, healthy, and in love with Jesus.  As many of you know by now, 

Governor Wolf announced yesterday that our county of York will be one of 12 counties moving to the 

“yellow” phase of reopening as of this coming Friday, May 22.  The yellow designation does not mean 

everything “goes back to normal” or that businesses can go forward with no precautions, but that it’s 

more of a soft opening in which restrictions are eased slowly but surely.   The purpose of this letter is to 

lay out for you how Friendship has responded and will respond to all of this. 

First of all, to be clear, our church, like all other religious organizations in Pennsylvania, was never 

REQUIRED to forego gatherings or limit our fellowship and ministry in any way.  Governor Wolf himself 

put out a list of essential organizations at the very beginning of the closures and religious organizations 

were on the list.  For those who may be upset that we stopped in-person worship gatherings, we made 

the decision based not on fear of any government or human being, but on LOVE for God and for people.  

1 Peter 2:11-17 compels us to live in FREEDOM, but also to live in submission to authorities so that we 

do not give “pagans” a reason to further despise the name of Christ.  This rule obviously has its limits.  If 

authorities ever asked or commanded us to do something sinful, we would not oblige.  Philippians 2:1-8 

compels us to humbly consider others above ourselves, just as Christ demonstrated.  While we would 

have loved to keep services open the entire time, it was necessary to think of those who are vulnerable, 

sick, or scared.  We have tried to consider those factors every step of the way and have done our best to 

reach out to one another even in the absence of physical gatherings.  We’re grateful for all who 

continued to minister to the congregation and to your neighbors over these past two months, and we 

believe we have continued to shine the light of Christ! 

With all of that said, we believe it is time to resume in-person gatherings for all three (3) services NEXT 

WEEKEND, May 23-24!  Small groups and other in-person gatherings at the church will be up to the 

discretion of the leaders for those groups, in conjunction with the leadership of Friendship Community 

Church and the recommendations we put forth.  We are certainly aware of the possibility that someone 

who comes to worship here could have the virus and not even know it, but we’re also aware that we can 

never guarantee 100% safety from disease, accident, or even persecution when you come to our 

building.  That is not up to us, but is up to the will of God Almighty and His protection over us.  We 

encourage you to trust Him completely going forward, just as you do every time you get in a vehicle, 

take medication, or eat food from a restaurant.  

God also gives us sound judgment and reason, which in this case means taking some precautions.  While 

our goal is not to force anyone to do anything or take away any freedoms, we want to make some 

RECOMMENDATIONS that we encourage you to follow when you come to the building (none of these 

will be enforced by church staff, but we reserve the right to discuss them with you if needed): 

1) If you are sick or worried about becoming sick, we ask you to stay home and continue to view 

the service online. 

2) Please bring a mask and wear it as much as possible while around others. 

3) When and where possible, observe social distancing from those who do not live in your home. 

4) Please refrain from hugging or shaking hands at this time. 



5) Please make use of the hand sanitizers that will be placed around the building, and thoroughly 

wash your hands under WARM water after using the restroom. 

In addition to what you can do to make your worship and fellowship experience safer for your brothers 

and sisters who also come to worship, there are a few CHANGES that we have made here that we 

believe are in the best interest and safety of everyone who attends.  We recognize that many of us long 

for a return to normalcy and that some of these decisions may inconvenience you.  Nevertheless, we 

believe they are necessary and we ask for your cooperation and understanding.  Most of these changes 

are hopefully temporary and all of them are subject to tweaking as we move forward: 

1) Until further notice, there will be NO FOOD OR DRINK SERVED AT THE HOST OR COFFEE 

STATIONS.  You are welcome to bring your own food or drinks to the church, but we will not 

have any food or drink items being contacted by unknown numbers of people. 

2) Until further notice, there will be NO CHILDREN’S CHURCH OR NURSERY CARE available 

during services.  However, the rooms, including the teen room, WILL BE OPEN for parents 

and families who wish to take their children to those areas and stay with them.  We will do 

our best to make the service available on TVs throughout the church. 

3) The sanctuary doors will remain open so that those who feel more comfortable sitting in the 

café during worship can do so.  This provides more opportunities for social distancing. 

4) We will NOT be handing out bulletins to everyone.  We encourage you to find all the 

information on the screens or online, and if you want a bulletin to take home you can find 

one at the welcome center.  Sign-up sheets will also be at the welcome center. 

5) We will NOT be passing attendance sheets or offering baskets during the service.  There will 

be boxes or baskets located in the sanctuary for you to drop your offerings in them at your 

own convenience.  Attendance will be taken by a staff person or volunteer from the back. 

6) There will be NO name tags, indoor greeters, or hosts due to a re-positioning of our 

volunteers (see below). 

7) We will ATTEMPT to clean/disinfect all seats in the sanctuary and café before each service.  

This will depend on having enough volunteers.  We will NOT clean the bathrooms after 

every individual use, as that is unrealistic.  However, we strongly encourage you to clean up 

after yourself, again out of love for your fellow brothers and sisters worshiping here.  

Disinfectant spray will be provided in each bathroom for your convenience.  The entire 

building will continue to receive a thorough cleaning once a week. 

VOLUNTEERS: We are looking for EIGHT (8) volunteers per service for a total of 24 every weekend.  This 

does not include money-counters who will be contacted separately once we’re able to sit down and 

decide how that will look going forward.  The 8 volunteers will consist of 2 outside greeters (open doors 

to keep people from touching them and direct any new people to the welcome center), 2 attendants at 

the welcome center (welcome new guests, provide information, sign people up for various events or 

volunteer opportunities, hand out bulletins to anyone who asks), and 4 cleaning crew members (wiping 

down sanctuary chairs and café chairs/tables before each service).  We ask all volunteers to arrive a half 

hour before each service.  If you are willing to volunteer for any of these spots beginning next weekend, 

please contact our secretary, Sarah Morin, at sarah@friendshipcommunity.org or the office number of 

717-779-0400. 

mailto:sarah@friendshipcommunity.org


We understand that things will look and feel very different than usual when you arrive for worship next 

weekend.  In time, we hope that some of these changes and restrictions can be lifted, but these 

decisions were made through much prayer and discussion by the leaders of this church.  Until then, we 

believe we have found the proper balance between trusting God and using sound judgment, and 

between recognizing personal freedoms and asking you to think of others ahead of yourselves.  We do 

want our gatherings to be about worshiping God and not being overwhelmed by our thoughts related to 

the virus, which is why we don’t plan to police these things.  We trust you to look out for yourselves and 

for one another and will only follow-up regarding any egregious errors that would demonstrate a lack of 

consideration and respect for others.  Please do not feel as though we will be looking over your shoulder 

or paying attention to every little thing you do.  That would not be consistent with freedom of worship 

and fellowship. 

As always, if you don’t feel comfortable attending live worship gatherings, we encourage you to stay 

home and watch online until you do feel comfortable venturing out.  Gary, Charlie, and our talented 

tech team will continue to produce the best live-streamed worship experience they can.  However, we 

know that there is no substitute for in-person worship and fellowship, so we invite and encourage all of 

you who are ready and comfortable to come on out next Saturday at 6:00, or next Sunday at 9:00 or 

10:45! 

“May the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 

you, and may the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace” – Number 6:24-26 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Logan Ames, Pastor Ben Sorbello, and the Shepherds of Friendship Community Church 

 


