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“Why stand we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What would
they have? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the
price of chains or slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! | know not what course
others may take; but as for me, give me liberty, or give me death!” —
Patrick Henry

Psalm 39:4-5 (NIV) — “Show me, Lord, my life’s end and the number of my
days; let me know how fleeting my life is. You have made my days a mere
handbreadth; the span of my years is as nothing before you. Everyone is
but a breath, even those who seem secure”.

Matthew 6:27 (NIV) — “Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour
to your life?”

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness”

Declaration of Independence

Daniel 1:1-2 (NIV) - “In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of
Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged
it. And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with
some of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the
temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god”.

Daniel 1:6-7 (NIV) — “Among those who were chosen were some from
Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. The chief official gave
them new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah,
Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego”.
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“official” = Hebrew saris and Greek eunochos — “eunuch; court official”

Isaiah 39:5-7 (NIV) — Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the
Lord Almighty: The time will surely come when everything in your palace,
and all that your predecessors have stored up until this day, will be carried
off to Babylon. Nothing will be left, says the Lord. And some of your
descendants, your own flesh and blood who will be born to you, will be
taken away, and they will become eunuchs in the palace of the king of
Babylon”.

Daniel 2:17-19a (NIV) — “Then Daniel returned to his house and explained
the matter to his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. He urged them
to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that
he and his friends might not be executed with the rest of the wise men of
Babylon. During the night, the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision”.

“Much of our prayer is powerless because it lacks earnestness. Too often
we pray with the attitude of wanting God to care about things we really
don’t care too much about” — David Guzik

Daniel 3:1 (NIV) — “King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty
cubits high and six cubits wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the
province of Babylon”.

Daniel 3:4-6 (NIV) - Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “Nations and
peoples of every language, this is what you are commanded to do: As soon
as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds
of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King
Nebuchadnezzar has set up. Whoever does not fall down and worship will
immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace”.
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Daniel 3:13-15 (NIV) — Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. So these men were brought before
the king, and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the
image of gold | have set up? Now when you hear the sound of the horn,
flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall
down and worship the image | made, very good. But if you do not worship
it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god
will be able to rescue you from my hand!?”

Daniel 3:16-18 (NIV) - Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied to him,
“King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in
this matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is
able to deliver us from it, and He will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand.
But even if He does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will
not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up”.

Isaiah 7:9b (NIV) — “If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand
at all”.

Daniel 3:24-25 (NIV) — Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in
amazement and asked his advisors, “Weren’t there three men that we tied
up and threw into the fire?” They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty”. He
said, “Look! | see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and
unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods”.
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