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Daniel 1:1-2 (NIV) – “In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah,
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. And the
Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the
articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god in
Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god”.
Jeremiah 39:6-7 (NIV) – “There at Riblah the king of Babylon slaughtered the sons
of Zedekiah before his eyes and also killed all the nobles of Judah. Then he put
out Zedekiah’s eyes and bound him with bronze shackles to take him to Babylon”.
Daniel 1:3-4 (NIV) - “The king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to
bring into the king’s service some of the Israelites from the royal family and the
nobility – young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude
for every kind of learning, well-informed, quick to understand, and qualified to
serve in the king’s palace. He was to teach them the language and literature of
the Babylonians”.
Daniel 1:3 (NKJV) – “Then the king instructed Ashpenaz, the master of his
eunuchs, to bring some of the children of Israel and some of the king’s
descendants and some of the nobles”.
“court officials” = Hebrews saris = Greek eunouchos
Daniel 1:6-7 (NIV) – “Among those who were chosen were some from Judah;
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. The chief official gave them new names:
to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach;
and to Azariah, Abednego”.
Isaiah 39:7 (NIV) – “And some of your descendants, your own flesh and blood
who will be born to you, will be taken away, and they will become eunuchs in the
palace of the king of Babylon”.
Habakkuk 1:5-6 (NIV) – “Look at the nations and watch – and be utterly amazed.
For I am going to do something in your days that you would not believe, even if
you were told. I am raising up the Babylonians, that ruthless and impetuous
people, who sweep across the whole earth to seize dwellings not their own”.
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Habakkuk 2:4-5 (NIV) – “See, the enemy is puffed up; his desires are not upright –
but the righteous person will live by his faithfulness – indeed, wine betrays him;
he is arrogant and never at rest. Because he is as greedy as the grave and like
death is never satisfied, he gathers to himself all the nations and takes captive all
the peoples”.
Daniel 2:17-19 (NIV) – “Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the
matter to his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. He urged them to plead for
mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that he and his friends
might not be executed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. During the
night, the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God
of heaven”.
Hebrews 11:3 (NIV) - “By faith, we understand that the universe was formed at
God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible”.
Daniel 3:13-19a (NIV) – 13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king,
14
and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set
up? 15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and
all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made,
very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a
blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?”
16
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we
do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown
into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will
deliver us[a] from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to
know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of
gold you have set up.” 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed.
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Daniel 3:19b-29 (NIV) - 19 He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than
usual 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21 So
these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound
and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s command was so urgent and
the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into
the blazing furnace. 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement
and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into
the fire? ”They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 25 He said, “Look! I see four men
walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a
son of the gods.” 26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing
furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most
High God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out
of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded
around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair
of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of
fire on them. 28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They
trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their
lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. 29 Therefore I
decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the
God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be
turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.”

Daniel 4:37 (NIV) – “Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King
of heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And
those who walk in pride he is able to humble”.
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Daniel 6:12-24 (NIV) - 12 So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal
decree: “Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who
prays to any god or human being except to you, Your Majesty, would be thrown
into the lions’ den? ”The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with
the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”
13

Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no
attention to you, Your Majesty, or to the decree you put in writing. He still prays
three times a day.” 14 When the king heard this, he was greatly distressed; he was
determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown to save him.
15
Then the men went as a group to King Darius and said to him, “Remember, Your
Majesty, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict
that the king issues can be changed.” 16 So the king gave the order, and they
brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May
your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!” 17 A stone was brought and
placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring
and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be changed.
18
Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and
without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep. 19 At the
first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 20 When he came
near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the
living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you
from the lions?” 21 Daniel answered, “May the king live forever! 22 My God sent
his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I
was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, Your
Majesty.” 23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den.
And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because
he had trusted in his God. 24 At the king’s command, the men who had falsely
accused Daniel were brought in and thrown into the lions’ den, along with their
wives and children. And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions
overpowered them and crushed all their bones.
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Ephesians 1:18-20 (NIV) – “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened
in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us
who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he
raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
realms”.
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