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Christian Research Center at Arizona Christian University 

January 2020 survey of 2,000 evangelical adults 

52% - no objective moral truth; the Bible isn’t inerrant or trustworthy in all its 

content;  

75% - people are basically good, not basically sinful;  

43% - Jesus sinned during his time on earth;  

58% - Holy Spirit is merely a symbol rather than a Person;  

44% - Bible’s teachings on abortion are ambiguous;  

40% - human life is not sacred;  

34% - marriage is not solely between one man and one woman;  

43% - God doesn’t have a unified purpose for all people  

 

2 Peter 3:15-17 (NIV) – “Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means 

salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom God 

gave him.  He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of 

these matters.  His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, 

which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, 

to their own destruction.  Therefore, dear friends, since you have been 

forewarned, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the 

error of the lawless and fall from your secure position”.   

 

Colossians 2:8 (NIV) – “See to it that no one takes you captive through 

hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and 

the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ”.   

 

“takes you captive” – aka “cheat you; lead you away as prey; rob and 

plunder you” 
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Colossians 2:9-10 (NIV) – “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in 

bodily form, and in Christ you have been brought to fullness.  He is the 

head over every power and authority”.   

 

1 Samuel 2:12-14, 17 (NIV) – “Eli’s sons were scoundrels; they had no 

regard for the Lord.  Now it was the practice of the priests that, whenever 

any of the people offered a sacrifice, the priest’s servant would come with a 

three-pronged fork in his hand while the meat was being boiled and would 

plunge the fork into the pan or kettle or caldron or pot.  Whatever the fork 

brought up the priest would take for himself.  This is how they treated all 

the Israelites who came to Shiloh”.  “This sin of the young men was very 

great in the Lord’s sight, for they were treating the Lord’s offering with 

contempt”.   

 

“practice” = Hebrew mishpat - “custom; judgment” 

 

“scoundrels” = Hebrew beliyyaal - “wicked, worthless, ungodly, rascally”   

 

2 Corinthians 6:14-15 (NIV) – “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.  

For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common?  Or what 

fellowship can light have with darkness?  What harmony is there between 

Christ and Belial?”   

 

1 Samuel 2:18-19 (NIV) – “But Samuel was ministering before the Lord – a 

boy wearing a linen ephod.  Each year his mother made him a little robe 

and took it to him when she went up with her husband to offer the annual 

sacrifice”.   
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1 Samuel 2:35 (NIV) – “I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who will do 

according to what is in my heart and mind.  I will firmly establish his priestly 

house, and they will minister before my anointed one always”.   

 

1 Samuel 3 (NIV) – The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. 
In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were not many 
visions. One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could 
barely see, was lying down in his usual place.  The lamp of God had not yet 
gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the LORD, where the 
ark of God was. Then the LORD called Samuel. Samuel answered, “Here I 
am.”  And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” But Eli said, “I 
did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. Again the 
LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I 
am; you called me.” “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie 
down.”  Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had 
not yet been revealed to him. A third time the LORD called, “Samuel!” And 
Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” Then 
Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy.  So Eli told Samuel, “Go and 
lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is 
listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.  The LORD came and 
stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel 
said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” And the LORD said to Samuel: 
“See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of 
everyone who hears about it tingle.  At that time I will carry out against Eli 
everything I spoke against his family—from beginning to end.  For I told him 
that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his 
sons blasphemed God, and he failed to restrain them.  Therefore I swore to 
the house of Eli, ‘The guilt of Eli’s house will never be atoned for by 
sacrifice or offering.’”  Samuel lay down until morning and then opened the 
doors of the house of the LORD. He was afraid to tell Eli the vision, 16 but Eli 
called him and said, “Samuel, my son.” Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 
“What was it he said to you?” Eli asked. “Do not hide it from me. May God 
deal with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from me anything he told 
you.”  So Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli 
said, “He is the LORD; let him do what is good in his eyes.”  The LORD was 
with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words fall to the 
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ground.  And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was 
attested as a prophet of the LORD.  The LORD continued to appear at Shiloh, 
and there he revealed himself to Samuel through his word. 

 

prophet - “A person regarded as an inspired teacher or proclaimer of the 

will of God” – Google 

 

“You know how advice is; you only want it if it agrees with what you wanted 

to do anyway” – John Steinbeck 

 

John 12:48-50 (NLT) – “But all who reject me and my message will be 

judged on the day of judgment by the truth I have spoken.  I don’t speak on 

my own authority.  The Father who sent me has commanded me what to 

say and how to say it.  And I know His commands lead to eternal life; so I 

say whatever the Father tells me to say”.  

  

John 12:43 (NLT) – “For they loved human praise more than the praise of 

God”. 

 

1 Samuel 8:6-9 (NIV) – But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us”, 

this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the Lord.  And the Lord told him: 

“Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have 

rejected, but they have rejected me as their king.  As they have done from 

the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and 

serving other gods, so they are doing to you.  Now listen to them; but warn 

them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over them 

will claim as his rights”.   

 1 Samuel 15:12-33 (NIV) –  Early in the morning Samuel got up and went 
to meet Saul, but he was told, “Saul has gone to Carmel. There he has set 
up a monument in his own honor and has turned and gone on down to 
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Gilgal.”  When Samuel reached him, Saul said, “The LORD bless you! I have 
carried out the LORD’s instructions.”  But Samuel said, “What then is this 
bleating of sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of cattle that I 
hear?”  Saul answered, “The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; 
they spared the best of the sheep and cattle to sacrifice to the LORD your 
God, but we totally destroyed the rest.”  “Enough!” Samuel said to Saul. 
“Let me tell you what the LORD said to me last night.” “Tell me,” Saul 
replied.  Samuel said, “Although you were once small in your own eyes, did 
you not become the head of the tribes of Israel? The LORD anointed you 
king over Israel.  And he sent you on a mission, saying, ‘Go and completely 
destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; wage war against them until 
you have wiped them out.’  Why did you not obey the LORD? Why did you 
pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes of the LORD?”  “But I did obey 
the LORD,” Saul said. “I went on the mission the LORD assigned me. I 
completely destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag their 
king.  The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the best of what 
was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the LORD your God at 
Gilgal.”  But Samuel replied: “Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices as much as in obeying the LORD? To obey is better than 
sacrifice,  and to heed is better than the fat of rams.  For rebellion is like the 
sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have 
rejected the word of the LORD, 
    he has rejected you as king.  Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned. I 
violated the LORD’s command and your instructions. I was afraid of the men 
and so I gave in to them.  Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come back 
with me, so that I may worship the LORD.”  But Samuel said to him, “I will 
not go back with you. You have rejected the word of the LORD, and the 
LORD has rejected you as king over Israel!”  As Samuel turned to leave, 
Saul caught hold of the hem of his robe, and it tore.  Samuel said to him, 
“The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today and has given it to 
one of your neighbors—to one better than you.  He who is the Glory of 
Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he is not a human being, that he 
should change his mind.”  Saul replied, “I have sinned. But please honor 
me before the elders of my people and before Israel; come back with me, 
so that I may worship the LORD your God.”  So Samuel went back with 
Saul, and Saul worshiped the LORD. Then Samuel said, “Bring me Agag 
king of the Amalekites.” Agag came to him in chains.[a] And he thought, 
“Surely the bitterness of death is past.” But Samuel said, “As your sword 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+15%3A12-33&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7593a
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has made women childless, so will your mother be childless among 
women.” And Samuel put Agag to death before the LORD at Gilgal. 

 

1 Samuel 16:6-13 (NIV) –  When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and 
thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed stands here before the LORD.”  But the 
LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I 
have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things people look at. 
People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the 
heart.”  Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. 
But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.”  Jesse then 
had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this 
one.”  Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to 
him, “The LORD has not chosen these.”  So he asked Jesse, “Are these all 
the sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is 
tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until 
he arrives.”  So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing 
with health and had a fine appearance and handsome features. Then the 
LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”  So Samuel took the horn 
of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day 
on the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to 
Ramah. 

 

2 Samuel 12:5-7a (NIV) – David burned with anger against the man and 

said to Nathan, “As surely as the Lord lives, the man who did this must die!  

He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and 

had no pity”.  Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man!” 

 

 

 

 

 


