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Colossians 1:21-23a (NIV) – “Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds 

because of your evil behavior.  But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to 

present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation – if you continue in your faith, 

established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel”. 

Enemies = Greek echthrous - haters; root word means “hatred” or “hostility” 

Matthew 6:24 (NIV) – “No one can serve two masters.  Either you will hate the one and love the other, 

or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other”.  You cannot serve both God and money”. 

Psalm 145:8-9 (NIV) – “The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.  The Lord 

is good to all; and he has compassion on all he has made”.   

Romans 5:6-10 (NIV) – “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 

ungodly.  Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might 

possibly dare to die.  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us.  Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved 

from God’s wrath through him!  For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him 

through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his 

life!” 

Matthew 5:43-45 (NIV) – “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy’.  

But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your 

Father in heaven.  He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous 

and the unrighteous”.   

Matthew 5:38-41 (NIV) – “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth’.  But I tell 

you, do not resist an evil person.  If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek 

also.  And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well.  If anyone forces 

you to go one mile, go with them two miles”. 

Matthew 5:11 (NIV) – “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you, and falsely say all kinds 

of evil against you because of me”.   

Jeremiah 29:5-11 (NIV) - “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they 
produce. Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters 
in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not 
decrease. Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. 
Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” Yes, this is what the LORD 
Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “Do not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. 
Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to have. They are prophesying lies to you in 
my name. I have not sent them,” declares the LORD. This is what the LORD says: “When seventy 
years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you 



back to this place.  For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

1 Corinthians 10:13 (NIV) - “No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind.  And 

God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, 

he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it”. 

Matthew 5:46-48 (NIV) - “If you love those who love you, what reward will you get?  Are not even the 

tax collectors doing that?  And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others?  

Do not even pagans do that?  Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect”. 

Proverbs 18:10 (NKJV) - “The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe”. 

Closing song video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FRo7kFl7hBw 
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