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The	Year	Of
Following	Jesus
#20:	God	Of
Surprises



1.	Don’t	(try	to)	Limit	God.

“In	the	beginning	God	created	the	heavens	and	the
earth.	The	earth	was	formless	and	empty,	and
darkness	covered	the	deep	waters.	And	the	Spirit	of
God	was	hovering	over	the	surface	of	the	waters.
Then	God	said,	“Let	there	be	light,”	and	there	was
light.	And	God	saw	that	the	light	was	good.	Then
he	separated	the	light	from	the	darkness.	God
called	the	light	“day”	and	the	darkness	“night.”



And	evening	passed	and	morning	came,	marking
the	first	day.”

—​​Genesis​	​1:1-5​	​NLT

“But	some	said,	“This	man	healed	a	blind	man.
Couldn’t	he	have	kept	Lazarus	from	dying?”	Jesus
was	still	angry	as	he	arrived	at	the	tomb,	a	cave
with	a	stone	rolled	across	its	entrance.	“Roll	the
stone	aside,”	Jesus	told	them.	But	Martha,	the	dead
man’s	sister,	protested,	“Lord,	he	has	been	dead	for
four	days.	The	smell	will	be	terrible.”	Jesus
responded,	“Didn’t	I	tell	you	that	you	would	see
God’s	glory	if	you	believe?”	So	they	rolled	the	stone
aside.	Then	Jesus	looked	up	to	heaven	and	said,
“Father,	thank	you	for	hearing	me.	You	always
hear	me,	but	I	said	it	out	loud	for	the	sake	of	all
these	people	standing	here,	so	that	they	will	believe
you	sent	me.”	Then	Jesus	shouted,	“Lazarus,	come
out!”	And	the	dead	man	came	out,	his	hands	and
feet	bound	in	graveclothes,	his	face	wrapped	in	a
headcloth.	Jesus	told	them,	“Unwrap	him	and	let
him	go!””

—​​John​	​11:37-44​

2.	Expect	Surprises.

“God	can	do	anything,	you	know—far	more	than	you	could	ever
imagine	or	guess	or	request	in	your	wildest	dreams!	He	does	it
not	by	pushing	us	around	but	by	working	within	us,	his	Spirit
deeply	and	gently	within	us.”	Ephesians	3:20	(MSG)

“Then	Jesus	called	his	disciples	and	told	them,	“I
feel	sorry	for	these	people.	They	have	been	here
with	me	for	three	days,	and	they	have	nothing	left
to	eat.	I	don’t	want	to	send	them	away	hungry,	or
they	will	faint	along	the	way.”	The	disciples
replied,“Where	would	we	get	enough	food	here	in
the	wilderness	for	such	a	huge	crowd?”	“Jesus
asked,	“How	much	bread	do	you	have?”	They



replied,	“Seven	loaves,	and	a	few	small	fish.”	So
Jesus	told	all	the	people	to	sit	down	on	the	ground.
Then	he	took	the	seven	loaves	and	the	fish,	thanked
God	for	them,	and	broke	them	into	pieces.	He	gave
them	to	the	disciples,	who	distributed	the	food	to
the	crowd.	They	all	ate	as	much	as	they	wanted.
Afterward,	the	disciples	picked	up	seven	large
baskets	of	leftover	food.	There	were	4,000	men
who	were	fed	that	day,	in	addition	to	all	the	women
and	children.	Then	Jesus	sent	the	people	home,	and
he	got	into	a	boat	and	crossed	over	to	the	region	of
Magadan.”

—Matthew	15:32-39	(NLT)

3.	Leave	Room	for	the	wonder.

“Give	the	Lord	a	chance	to	show	you	how	good	he
is.	Great	blessings	belong	to	those	who	depend	on
him!”​

—Psalm	34:8	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step	#20:

Your	challenge	this	week:	be	on	the	lookout	for	God’s
surprises.	They’re	everywhere.	Maybe	consider	writing	a	few
down	right	here.

Riverside	Info	Texting	System

At	Riverside	we	aren’t	terribly	organized-	in	fact	we’re	sort	of	the
poster	church	for	“disorganized	religion”.	So	we	use	a	“text	for
information”	system	where	how	much	info	you	get	is	controlled	by	you.
You	will	never	have	someone	call	you	without	asking	for	a	call.	If	you
can’t	find	the	info	you	need	or	have	more	questions	or	need	some
help	reach	out	to	one	of	the	pastors	directly-	if	we	don’t	answer	try
texting	or	emailing	us	and	we	may	get	your	message	sooner.

Pastor	Ed	-	907.306.2823,	ednjude@gmail.com	
Aniela	(kids/teens	ministries)	-	907.748.1556,
anielawhah@gmail.com	



Nate	(worship	ministry)-	907.360.4825
nrsandback@gmail.com	
Tayler	Gongliewski	(youth	intern)	-	907.230.3242
tgongliewski8@yahoo.com

For	info	on	any	of	the	following	areas	simply	text	the	keyword	to	907-
312-2662.	You’ll	get	a	text	in	return	with	a	link	to	the	info	you	asked
for.	
Frequently	Asked	Questions	About	Riverside-	keyword=	FAQS	
Communion	Info-	keyword=	Communion	
New	To	Riverside?	keyword=	Guest	
Want	news	and	updates	periodically?	keyword=	Loop	
Want	more	info	about	following	Jesus?	keyword=	Shine	
Want	info	on	baptism	at	Riverside?	keyword=	Baptism	
Youth	Programs	At	Riverside:	
Want	info	on	4-5	grade	programs?	keyword=	Ignite	
Want	info	on	6-8	grade	programs?	keyword=	Rev	
Want	info	on	high	school	programs?	keyword=	Thrive


