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The	Year	Of
Following	Jesus
#18:	Honest
Thomas



Dear	friends,	we	are	already	God’s	children,	but	he	has
not	yet	shown	us	what	we	will	be	like	when	Christ
appears.	But	we	do	know	that	we	will	be	like	him,	for	we
will	see	him	as	he	really	is.

—1	John	3:2	(NLT)

This	Story	Teaches	Us…

1.	There	Is	Physical	Life	After	Death.



“Yes,”	Martha	said,	“he	will	rise	when	everyone
else	rises,	at	the	last	day.”	Jesus	told	her,	“I	am	the
resurrection	and	the	life.	Anyone	who	believes	in
me	will	live,	even	after	dying.

—John	11:24-25	(NLT)

And	just	as	they	were	telling	about	it,	Jesus	himself
was	suddenly	standing	there	among	them.	“Peace
be	with	you,”	he	said.	But	the	whole	group	was
startled	and	frightened,	thinking	they	were	seeing	a
ghost!	“Why	are	you	frightened?”	he	asked.	“Why
are	your	hearts	filled	with	doubt?	Look	at	my
hands.	Look	at	my	feet.	You	can	see	that	it’s	really
me.

—Luke	24:36-39	(NLT)

Touch	me	and	make	sure	that	I	am	not	a	ghost,
because	ghosts	don’t	have	bodies,	as	you	see	that	I
do.”	As	he	spoke,	he	showed	them	his	hands	and	his
feet.	Still	they	stood	there	in	disbelief,	filled	with
joy	and	wonder.	Then	he	asked	them,	“Do	you	have
anything	here	to	eat?”	They	gave	him	a	piece	of
broiled	fish,	and	he	ate	it	as	they	watched.

—Luke	24:39-43	(NCV)

I	know	that	my	Redeemer	lives,	and	he	will	stand
upon	the	earth	at	last.	And	after	my	body	has
decayed,		yet	in	my	body	I	will	see	God!	I	will	see
him	for	myself.	

—Job	19:25-27	(NLT)

It	is	the	same	way	with	the	resurrection	of	the
dead.	Our	earthly	bodies	are	planted	in	the	ground
when	we	die,	but	they	will	be	raised	to	live
forever.	Our	bodies	are	buried	in	brokenness,	but
they	will	be	raised	in	glory.	They	are	buried	in
weakness,	but	they	will	be	raised	in	strength.	They
are	buried	as	natural	human	bodies,	but	they	will
be	raised	as	spiritual	bodies.	For	just	as	there	are
natural	bodies,	there	are	also	spiritual	bodies.



—1	Corinthians	15:42-44	(NLT)

2.	There	Is	Spiritual	Life	Before	Death.

Everyone	who	lives	in	me	and	believes	in	me	will
never	ever	die.	Do	you	believe	this,	Martha?	

—John	11:25-26	(NLT)

I	tell	you	the	truth,	those	who	listen	to	my	message
and	believe	in	God	who	sent	me	have	eternal	life.
They	will	never	be	condemned	for	their	sins,	but
they	have	already	passed	from	death	into	life.

—John	5:24	(NLT)

And	all	of	us…	can	be	mirrors	that	brightly	reflect
the	glory	of	the	Lord.	And	as	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord
works	within	us,	we	become	more	and	more	like
him	and	reflect	his	glory	even	more.

—2	Corinthians	3:17-18	(NLT)

3.	The	Great	Rescue	Deserves	A	Response.

One	of	the	twelve	disciples,	Thomas	(nicknamed
the	Twin),	was	not	with	the	others	when	Jesus
came.	They	told	him,	“We	have	seen	the	Lord!”	But
he	replied,	“I	won’t	believe	it	unless	I	see	the	nail
wounds	in	his	hands,	put	my	fingers	into	them,	and
place	my	hand	into	the	wound	in	his	side.”

—John	20:24-25	(NLT)

Then	he	said	to	Thomas,	“Put	your	finger	here;	see
my	hands.	Reach	out	your	hand	and	put	it	into	my
side.	Stop	doubting	and	believe.”	Thomas	said	to
him,	“My	Lord	and	my	God!”	

—John	20:27-29	(NIV)

Jesus	did	many	other	miracles	in	the	presence	of	his
followers	that	are	not	written	in	this	book.	But
these	are	written	so	that	you	may	believe	that	Jesus
is	the	Christ,	the	Son	of	God.	Then,	by	believing,
you	may	have	life	through	his	name.

—John	20:30-31	(NCV)



Behold!	I	stand	at	the	door	and	knock.	If	you	hear
my	voice	and	open	the	door,	I	will	come	in,	and	we
will	share	a	meal	together	as	friends.

—Revelation	3:20	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step	#18:

Reflect	on	the	day	you	opened	the	door	for	Jesus	so	He	could	come	in.
And	reflect	on	what	your	own	resurrection	body	might	be	like	and	how
different	that	might	be	from	what	you	always	believed	about
resurrection.

Riverside	Info	Texting	System

At	Riverside	we	aren’t	terribly	organized-	in	fact	we’re	sort	of	the
poster	church	for	“disorganized	religion”.	So	we	use	a	“text	for
information”	system	where	how	much	info	you	get	is	controlled	by	you.
You	will	never	have	someone	call	you	without	asking	for	a	call.	If	you
can’t	find	the	info	you	need	or	have	more	questions	or	need	some
help	reach	out	to	one	of	the	pastors	directly-	if	we	don’t	answer	try
texting	or	emailing	us	and	we	may	get	your	message	sooner.

Pastor	Ed	-	907.306.2823,	ednjude@gmail.com	
Aniela	(kids/teens	ministries)	-	907.748.1556,
anielawhah@gmail.com	
Nate	(worship	ministry)-	907.360.4825
nrsandback@gmail.com	
Tayler	Gongliewski	(youth	intern)	-	907.230.3242
tgongliewski8@yahoo.com

For	info	on	any	of	the	following	areas	simply	text	the	keyword	to	907-
312-2662.	You’ll	get	a	text	in	return	with	a	link	to	the	info	you	asked
for.	
Frequently	Asked	Questions	About	Riverside-	keyword=	FAQS	
Communion	Info-	keyword=	Communion	
New	To	Riverside?	keyword=	Guest	
Want	news	and	updates	periodically?	keyword=	Loop	
Want	more	info	about	following	Jesus?	keyword=	Shine	
Want	info	on	baptism	at	Riverside?	keyword=	Baptism	
Youth	Programs	At	Riverside:	



Want	info	on	4-5	grade	programs?	keyword=	Ignite	
Want	info	on	6-8	grade	programs?	keyword=	Rev	
Want	info	on	high	school	programs?	keyword=	Thrive


