
2 Timothy 3:10-4:5
Preach the Word

“10Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance, 
11persecutions, and sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; 
what persecutions I endured, and out of them all the Lord rescued me! 12Indeed, all who desire to 
live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 13But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad 
to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14You, however, continue in the things you have learned 
and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15and that from childhood 
you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17so that the man of God may be adequate, 
equipped for every good work.” 
Chapter 4 
“1I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and 
the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom 2preach the word; be ready in season and out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction  3For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate 
for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4and will turn away their ears from the 
truth and will turn aside to myths. 5But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of 
an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” (NASB)

OPEN:
1. Who was the best teacher you ever had? What did you most like about him or her? How have 

you tried to be like him or her?

DIG:
1. Why does Paul emphasize his character and suffering? By contrast, what is happening to the 

“evil men and imposters” (v. 13)?

2. Is persecution necessarily a result of godliness? Why or why not?

3. What does Paul say about the origin and purpose of Scripture that is especially relevant to 
Timothy’s situation?

4. Why would the temptation to tell people what they want to hear (rather than what they need 
to hear) be especially strong in Timothy’s situation? Instead, what is Timothy supposed to do 
(4:2-5)? Why?

5. What incentives are provided here to do this very tough work (3:10,14; 4:1,6-8)?
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REFLECT:
1. What barriers to faithful living do you encounter? How does Paul’s example and charge 

encourage you in those situations?

2. What will help you resist the temptation to only say things people want to hear, and instead be 
faithful in representing Jesus?

3. Since the Bible is so important to Christian living, what are you doing to build it into your life?

5 MARKS FOCUS: DAILY DEVOTION
 Reread today’s passage. As you spend time reading God’s Word each day this week, be aware 

of how the scripture you read can be useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness so you can be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
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