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SERVANT CONNECT

Can you believe November is already here? 2021 has flown by at breakneck speed. This 
time last year, I was hoping Christmas Eve would be possible. Last year’s Advent and 
Christmas season seem like it was years in the past, not months. Thankfully, some of the 
most meaningful times of the year are still ahead of us, beginning with All Saints Sunday 
on November 7th, and I am hopeful Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas this year will be 
very different from 2020. As each of us moves into the final two months of 2021, I hope 
you save these important dates, each of which will be memorable moments for everyone 
in our congregation! 

VETERANS CELEBRATION SUNDAY – NOVEMBER 14

You will not want to miss the start of the 9:30 Celebration Service. The veterans’ parade 
will kick off the worship service, and the bag pipers will be back this year for a beautiful 
moment of thanksgiving and celebration as we thank the Lord for our veterans and thank 
them for their service! If you are new to Church of the Servant and would like to know 
more, don’t hesitate to contact Dave Myers at bugmesh@gmail.com.

STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT SUNDAY – NOVEMBER 21

In 2020, everything was paused, and many of you have commented how you missed 
Stewardship Commitment Sunday. Coming forward to make a yearly commitment to the 
ministry of our church is a moment of worship and a declaration of faith as to what the 
Lord is doing in our lives and what He will do in the days ahead. A special treat will also 
happen at the 9:30 service on November 21. The Celebration Choir will join the worship 
team. Many of you have asked when a choir will return to worship, and I am joyfully able 
to say, “November 21st!” 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT – NOVEMBER 28

The Sunday after Thanksgiving is going to be a busy and fun day for Church of the 
Servant. November 28th is the first Sunday of Advent, and the Crossroads District 
Superintendent, Dr. Sam Powers, will be preaching all three worship services. After a 
whole morning of preaching and worship, Dr. Powers will be leading the elected Charge 
Conference of our Church in the yearly business meeting, known as Charge Conference, 
as required by the United Methodist Book of Discipline.  At this meeting, salaries are set 

for the upcoming year, lay leadership is elected, and special reports are shared. If you 
would like to know more about what a Charge Conference is all about, please do 

not hesitate to ask me. 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY – DECEMBER 12

Come and celebrate the newest members of Church of the Servant at both 
the 9:30 and 11:00 services. Plan to welcome a fine group of young men and 
women who are completing their Confirmation classes. 

WALK THROUGH BETHLEHEM – DECEMBER 10-12

Need I say more? Ok, I will. Tell everyone you know about the three nights 
where Church of the Servant shares the Christmas story with our community. 

2021 will be the third edition of Walk Through Bethlehem. Volunteers are still 
needed. Contact the church office and find your place to share the story today! For 

more information, go to ServantOKC.org/WTB.

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER AT SERVANT
A NOTE FROM OUR SENIOR MINISTER 

Dr. Matthew Mitchell
Senior Minister
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Walk Through

December 10th & 11th | 6 to 9pm
December 12th | 6 to 8pm

14343 N MACARTHUR BLVD, OKLAHOMA CITY | @SERVANTOKC | 405.721.4141 | SERVANTOKC.ORG

Come experience the real reason for
the season as you walk the streets of
Bethlehem and experience a village
bazaar, petting zoo, nativity, roman
soldiers, a storyteller, and more! 

Bethlehem

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLE LIGHT & HOLY COMMUNION
DECEMBER 24

Two outstanding Christmas Eve services will take place at 6:00 and 
8:00 p.m. Both services will be similar, and Holy Communion will be 
available at each service. Arrive early and invite your friends and 
family to join you for this beautiful and holy night. 

ONE SERVICE SUNDAYS – DECEMBER 26 & JANUARY 2   

This year, Church of the Servant will hold one worship service 
at 10:00 a.m. on Sundays, December 26 and January 2. With so 
many people traveling and spending time with family, our staff 
wanted to celebrate together as a church family. Each of these 
Sundays will be an opportunity to celebrate the gift of Christ and 
the family we share at Church of the Servant. 

As you can see, there is so much to be excited about during the 
final two months of 2021. Continue to read the pages ahead and 
find out even more!

Have a tremendous read, my friends, 
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Connect 3 is a group for widows, divorced women, and single women to come together and enjoy a time of 
conversation, fellowship, and fun. Join us on Saturday, November 6, 2021, at 4:00 p.m. in Community Hall for 
this free event. To register, go to ServantOKC.org/CONNECT3.

If you have been curious about the Tuesday morning Bible study led by Dr. 
Matthew Mitchell, now may be the time to visit. A men’s Bible study at 6:30 
a.m. (called Buck and a Bible), and a women’s Bible study at 9:30 a.m. (called 
Women In the Word), takes place weekly. For four weeks in November, the 
groups will be studying the book of Ephesians. Don’t worry about being a week 
or two behind. Read the book of Ephesians and you are ready! Grab your Bible, 
and join a great group of men and women diving deeper into God’s word each 
week. The groups will meet on November 1, 8, 15, and 29. The groups will not 
meet in December due to the busyness of the Christmas season.

Tuesday Morning Men’s & Women’s 
Bible Study Led By Pastor Matthew
Ongoing | Meets in Community Hall
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E A R T H G L O W  M A R K E T
N O V E M B E R  1 3   |   9 A M  -  3 P M

After a hiatus due to COVID last year, our Earthglow Market 
is BACK! To date, we have around 90 booths. There will be 
handmade and commercial artwork, books, wood designs, 
glass, jewelry, kitchen tools, pottery, cards, fashions, 
personal products, coffee, wreaths, fairy hair, and so much 
more to peruse this year. What an opportunity to purchase 
unique and special gifts for you or for loved ones.

As always, there will be convenient parking, food and bake 
sales, and ADMISSION IS FREE! 

Invite your friends and neighbors!  Come and shop, have 
lunch, check out the bake sale  (rumor has it that there will 
be pecan pies at the bake sale....) Wouldn’t baked items that 
can be frozen for the holidays be an additional bonus? Of 
course, this will also be a great day to shop in Earthglow.

Proceeds from the booth and table rental, food/bake sales, 
as well as Earthglow profits go to local missions in order to 
help the least, the last, and the lost in our own community.

We are grateful for your support and attendance on 
November 13, 9am-3pm!  See you then! 
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RESTORE OKC WORK LIFE UPDATE
Work Life is a Christian-centered curriculum developed by the Chalmers Institute (authors of “When 
Helping Hurts”) for people who have experienced incarceration or addiction. The core of it talks 
about humanity’s broken relationships due to the Fall with self, others, work, and God, and how 
each of us are called to work toward healing. The Fallen World keeps us from a full understanding 
of our role in Creation. Genesis tells us God intended human beings to be His junior partners in the 
work of bringing his creation to fulfillment.

 It’s a 10-week, twice-a-week program filled with fun but meaningful exercises. Two Servant mem-
bers and three Restore employees recently completed the training. It was a fascinating, humbling, 
educational, spiritual experience! The Work Life program is followed by a Faith and Finances pro-
gram which is twelve weeks, once a week. This program helps participants track expenses, formu-
late budgets, and learn very practical ways to carry out the business of reconciling our human lives 

with what God has in mind for us. Work is an 
important part of all our lives. God cares how 
we do the work that we do. Did you know 
there are over 900 verses about work in the 
Bible? To name a few: Exodus 31:2-5; Leviticus 
6: 2-5; Matthew 5:23-24; and so many more. 

If you are interested in being in a group of 
fun, wise from life’s ups and downs, caring, 
sharing people, come join us at Restore OKC 
Jobs! For more info, contact Ann Knutson at 
annknut@gmail.com.
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IT’S TIME FOR CHRISTMAS GRACE!
Organizations have been contacted and names 
of individuals and families have been gathered 
so that, once again, our congregation can help 
make Christmas a brighter occasion for others. 
There will be older adults and families, as well 
as those in recovery or in shelters. Names can 
be selected beginning Sunday, November 7, 
with gifts to be returned by Sunday, December 
5. Online registration with more details will be 
available on November 7th at ServantOKC.org/
christmasgrace. 

For more information, contact Holly Browning 
at hbrowning@churchoftheservant.com or call 
the church office at 405-721-4141.

Director Robin Wertz, four 
residents of Exodus House 
and CJAMM Director, Keith 
Dobbs spoke recently in the 
chapel. While many people 
know generally what Exodus 
House does – provide a rent 
free apartment for people 
and their children, who have 
recently been released from prison – many of us did not 
know the full extent of the ministry. 

Did you know that it costs between $600-$1200 to 
regain your driver’s license after prison and that fines 
are assessed daily while in prison and interest accrues 
upon release?  That’s why no rent is charged; they want 
the resident to save money to obtain a license, a car 
and insurance, etc before they move out. Since many 
employers are hesitant to hire these folks, it can be-
come an overwhelming situation for a person who truly 
wants to make changes in their life. Robin has walked 
that path and knows exactly what is being faced. She 

PARKING LOT MINISTRY
We are thrilled to announce that Assisted Parking is available again on Sunday mornings during 

our 9:30 service.  If you require this service, please pull under the main portico between 9:00 

a.m.-9:20 a.m., and one of our hospitality Parking Team members will be happy to assist you.

has been the director since 2008 and since that time, the recidivism rate has dropped to just 
1.7% of their residents. There are strict rules: find and maintain full time employment; man-
datory evening meetings; classes in budgeting, parenting, and life skills; must save money; 
attend church twice a week. She also shares with them the joys of crock pot cooking! After a 
long day at work, it’s not only ready, but it’s also much more nutritious and economical than 
stopping for fast food. 

The children are given school uniforms, make sure they have a ride to school, care for them 
after school, and ensure they engage in mandatory ‘fun’ events! Many residents work at Mc-
Donald Douglas right out of prison for $13 an hour. Exodus House has wonderful, supportive 
job partners! Because of COVID, they couldn’t accept families (many children weren’t old 
enough for vaccinations) and so they are expecting 14 new residents before the end of the 
year. Exodus House works with Whiz Kids to tutor their kids. Skyline and Servant provides 
family gifts through Christmas Grace every year. It may be the first Christmas in quite awhile 
that they have spent together as a family, and that celebration with gifts is an emotional, joyful time. 

Queen or twin beds, alarm clocks, table/chairs, and toasters are current needs. Single residents stay a minimum of 6 
months, usually a little longer. Families usually stay about 18 months as they don’t want to have children pulled out of 
school when they move into their own place, and it takes longer for women with children to get back on their feet.

Exodus House is doing wonderful work with joy and great care. Say an extra prayer as you finish this article for all the 
residents and staff!

EXODUS HOUSE PRESENTATION
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MAUA METHODIST HOSPITAL: 
LONG-TERM INVESTING FOR IMPACT 
By Scott Marcello, President, African Mission Healthcare

“African Mission Healthcare (AMH) has worked with us to procure urgently needed PPE and 
oxygen in a matter of days. This has provided significant encouragement for our team as we 
just experienced our first confirmed COVID case within walking distance of Maua Hospital.” 

– Justus Marete, Maua Methodist Hospital CEO 

Established in 1928, Maua Methodist Hospital 
(“Maua”) is a 200-bed referral hospital that 
provides essential care for a community of over 
600,000 people in central Kenya. Maua hosts a 
nursing school, trains physician interns, and is 
a teaching hospital of Kenya Methodist 
University’s physician assistant program. 
With your support, AMH’s relationship with 
Maua began in 2013 and initially focused on 
clinical training to care for patients suffering 
with HIV and tuberculosis. Over the years, 
AMH’s investments grew. 

Together, we have helped support surgeries, 
improve hospital operations, acquire equip-
ment and complete infrastructure projects. 

What makes our work with Maua particular-
ly special is the close working relationship 
we have developed with the Friends of Maua 
Methodist Hospital (the FOMH). FOMH is a 
group of donors based in the U.S. with a pas-
sion for helping the hospital serve the people 
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in its local community. Like AMH, members of 
the FOMH also spend time on the ground gain-
ing an understanding of what the hospital and 
its patients need most. Of the support high-
lighted below totaling $1,240,000, the FOMH 
has or is committed to raising $405,000, which 
is managed by AMH to ensure effective on-the-
ground implementation. 

Together, donors like you and FOMH 
have contributed significantly to the 
development of the hospital and its 
preparation for local crises like the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

With the gifts of generous partners, many 
critical projects at Maua Methodist Hospital 
have been made possible:

In addition to the investments highlighted above, AMH’s Chief Executive, Dr. Jon Fielder, serves as a volunteer part-
time physician and teaches at the hospital. AMH has also contributed the services of its senior engineer to advise and 
oversee the various equipment and infrastructure projects.  

 Thanks to the faithful support of donors like you, Maua is much stronger than it was before, providing quality, com-
passionate care to the surrounding community. It has expanded its range of services and its capacity for training the 
next generations of African health workers. 

https://friendsofmaua.org/donate
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Recently, Church of the Servant’s Mission Council was asked to consider helping Afghan families 
resettle here in Oklahoma City. Catholic Charities is expecting to receive 1,000 refugees – or 
approximately 200+ household units.  Although our initial response was: Mission Council is definitely 
interested in providing help and support, but we also acknowledge the considerable logistical and 
congregational support needed to make this happen. There are several areas in which the families 
will need assistance and how we might help:

1.  Financial. Each person (adult and child) receives $1,225 dollars toward resettlement from 
the US government.  If it’s a large family, there would be enough to pay utility deposits, first 
month’s rent, etc. If it’s a small family, there might be some expenses Servant might want to 
supply if we take this on. 
The families will NOT be eligible 
for food stamps, or other federal 
programs.

2.  Physical. Catholic Charities 
has the official contract and 
responsibility to find refugees 
housing, get them employment 
authorization cards, help them 
find jobs, get them enrolled in 
ESL classes, and get their initial 
medical appointments/ 
vaccinations – all within 90 days 
of arrival. They do not provide 
furniture, bedding, etc. Can our 
congregation donate enough 
household goods to furnish 
several apartments?

AFGHAN FAMILY RESETTLEMENT: 
SHOULD SERVANT PLAY A ROLE?

Siblings who arrived from Afghanistan with their families 
are seen in Pakistan on September 1. © Reuters
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3.  Relational. These folks will need to get driver’s 
licenses, go to doctor’s appointments, attend ESL 
classes, and they probably won’t have vehicles for 
a while. People helping with this will undoubtedly 
need to know cultural norms, be able to ‘translate’ 
America to Afghans as well as navigate paper-
work, etc. Robin Croninger from Wesley UMC and 
Catholic Charities recommend cultural awareness 
training which is provided by the Spero Project 
(www.thesperoproject.com). Spero is the only local 
nonprofit that works with refugees to help them 
navigate their new lives.

Most of the families will be arriving in OKC in October 
and November. As Mission Council discussed this, we 
had to play devil’s advocate and list all the reasons we 

shouldn’t say yes: it’s getting close to the holidays and 
there are lots of good causes out there; we are a busy 
congregation and this will require lots of time; next year 
would be better; it’s commitment time for our church; 
Christmas Grace is coming and so is Bethlehem.  Those 
reasons are all valid, however one member noted that 
Randy Shrauner is currently teaching a class called, 
“Experiencing God.” Mission Council feels that this is a 
very clear opportunity to do just that. What do you think?

So that’s an outline of the needs. Can YOU help?

a.   Would you support use of Fish Funds to assist 
families get started?

b.   Would you go through your house and donate 
furniture and other household goods?

c.   Would you support families on a relational level 
through the Spero Project?

d.  Would your Sunday school/Bible study class lead 
the effort for one family, along with a Mission Council 
person?

If the answer to any of these questions is YES, please 
email Ann Knutson at annknut@gmail.com and let her 
know how you will help. 

Afghan families walk towards their flight during evacuations at Hamid Karzai International Airport, in Kabul, Afghanistan © Samuel Ruiz/AP

Afghan refugees rest in tents at a makeshift shelter camp in Chaman, a 
Pakistani town at the border with Afghanistan, on Aug. 31.   © AFP/Jiji 11ServantOKC.org
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Once we had decided to hike the Grand Canyon, I knew I needed to train, so I began to increase 
the distance in my evening walks.  Once my goal distance became easy, I knew it was time to add 

my backpack to the mix. I started with 5 lbs. in my pack, and I walked 
with that for a couple of weeks. Then, I slowly added more and more 
weight over the next few months until I was walking with 27 lbs. in 
my bag every day.  It was not easy, and some days I didn’t feel like 
doing the work. Thankfully, I had a group of women I had commit-
ted to who kept me accountable, and I kept them accountable, and 
we would get together on weekends for long hikes together.  And, 
throughout this process, something began to happen.  I was slow-
ly becoming the type of person for whom backpacking 40 miles 
through the Grand Canyon was well within my capacity.  

The same is true for discipleship to Jesus Christ, which looks a lot like 
training.  If we want to live into the teachings of Jesus and become 
like Him, and if we want God to transform us from the inside out, 
then it takes a lifetime of practice in community.  It means setting 
aside time every day to cultivate that relationship.   We can use the 
disciplines of Jesus that we read about in the Bible for inspiration of 
how to do that; things like silence and solitude, prayer, fasting, read-
ing scripture, worship, simplicity, meditation, study, etc.  
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A LONG, HARD JOURNEY
Last week, I had the opportunity to lead a group of 
women from our church on an epic hike through 
the Grand Canyon.   Like most of the group, I had 
never been to the Grand Canyon before and had 
only seen it from someone else’s perspective, in 
pictures and videos.  Nothing could have prepared 
me for what I would see when, after a long jour-
ney, I stepped out of the car and took my first look 
at the canyon from the top.  It was overwhelming, 
to say the least, for both the eyes and the mind.  I 
stood there in silence, taking in the many colors.  
Shades of pink, blue, green, and countless other 
earthy tones shifted and changed before my eyes 
as the sun’s subtle movement highlighted different 
angles, cast shadows, and deepened or muted the 
hues.  Two thoughts raced through my mind, “wow, 
this is breathtaking,” and “what have I gotten myself 
into?”  As I looked out at the vastness in front of 
me, I couldn’t help but ask myself, was I ready for 
this?  Did I train enough?  Was this really within my 
capacity?  

For many of us, discipleship to Jesus can induce the 
same reactions and questions.  It can feel over-
whelming when we look at the perfect life of Jesus 
and then compare it to our own.  It feels like there 
are miles between the two.  We love God, we want to 
become Christ-like, but we don’t always know how 
to get from here to there.  
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There is no formation without repetition.  The thing 
about the disciplines is that in the moment you don’t 
feel like they’re doing much to you, but over time they 
have an accumulative effect.  Over time the things you 
do and the habits you make shape the person you are 
becoming.  And so, I want to ask you, who are you be-
coming?  

If you plot the trajectory of your character arc out 5 or 10 
years from now, who do you see on the horizon?  Do you 
see Jesus of Nazareth expressed through your personal-
ity, or do you see something or someone else? If you do 
not like what you see, I want to encourage you that you 
can change.  Not by trying really hard or willing yourself 
to be better, but through the power of the Holy Spirit.  If 
you want to talk more in depth about what that means, 
or if you need prayer or a community to get plugged 
into, I want to invite you to call the church this week so 
we can talk through that and so that I can help you find 
that next step along your path of discipleship.

Jessica King,
Director of Connections
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SERVANT 
KIDS Report

UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 
AND OTHER INFORMATION, 
SO YOU DON’T MISS OUT 

ON COMMUNICATION ABOUT 
EVENTS! CONTACT KOURTNEY 
TO CHECK OR UPDATE YOUR 

INFORMATION AT 
KALLER@SERVANTOKC.ORG 

OR 405-728-4715. 

Kourtney Aller
Director of Servant Kids

Josh Snodgrass
Assistant Director of Servant Kids

LOOK WHAT WE DID...
DRIVE-THRU FALL FEST (TRUNK OR TREAT)
WOW!!! What an incredible afternoon we had on October 31st! We had some adventures in 
Candy Land, 30 trunks, goodie bags for each kid, hot dogs, and more! At least 500 goody 
bags were handed out. Several parents told us how great the event was and that they were 
thankful we did this for their kids. Thank you to all who volunteered, donated, sponsored, 
and participated in any way! We couldn’t have done it without you. See you all next year!
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MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS!
Mark your calendars now 
for the return of Kanakuk 
Kampout! next summer! We 
will host for two weeks again. 
The dates are May 30-June 3 
and August 1-5. Registration 
won’t be open until early next 
year, but we will let you know 
when it’s time to register!

Fall Fest Photo Cred © Carl Shortt
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  NOVEMBER 
     HAPPENINGS...

COMMUNITY GARDEN
SUNDAYS IN NOVEMBER
AGES 3 YEARS THROUGH 
KINDERGARTEN 

This month we are going to use a community garden to teach our pre-
schoolers that “I can thank God for everything.” Wow, there is so much 
goodness in that one statement! 

First of all, I can thank. Choosing to be thankful is the road to content-
ment, joy, and peace. And we want our preschoolers to have all of that 
goodness in their lives. Second, I can thank God. Thanking God is how we 
acknowledge the One giving us all the good in our lives. And third, I can 
thank God for everything. Yes, even the not so good stuff. When we thank 
God for everything, we are showing God that we believe He can use ALL 
things for His purpose and nothing is too big for Him. 

UPCYCLE: ROLL WITH WHAT YOU’VE GOT
SUNDAYS IN NOVEMBER
GRADES 1-5

This month, we will learn about the connection between CONTENTMENT and 
God’s character, as shown through God’s big story. Contentment is learning to be 
ok with what you have.

Everything we have comes from God. He is faithful to provide what we need. 
And even more than what we own, God can also provide what we need to face 
whatever happens in our life. God has proven time and again that we can trust 
Him no matter what. We can complain or become jealous of what others have . 
. . or we can choose to respond with contentment, knowing that God has a plan 
for our lives. 

Our memory verse for November comes from Luke 12:15 and says, “Then he said 
to them, ‘Watch out! Be on your guard against wanting to have more and more 
things. Life is not made up of how much a person has.’” We will discuss how 
God can help us be content, and we don’t want to miss out on what we have now. We will learn how 
wanting more and more can make us miserable. We can always use what we have to help someone 
else. We can’t wait to see you this month to learn about contentment! 

We want our preschoolers to know they can thank God for everything. We 
want them to experience the contentment, joy, and peace that comes from 
a thankful heart. 

Our memory verse this month comes from Psalm 111:1 and says, “I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart.” This 
month, we will learn that we can thank God for family, friends, food, and people who help me. Who can you think for everything?
I can thank God for everything.
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FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA! WE POST 
UPDATES, INFORMATION, 
PICTURES, AND MORE, 
SO DON’T MISS OUT! 
GO TO @SERVANTKIDS 
ON FACEBOOK 
AND INSTAGRAM!

SIGN UP FOR TEXT ALERTS 
BY TEXTING @SERVANTKI 
TO 81010.

SUNDAY MORNINGS WITH SERVANT KIDS
Servant Kids meets in person each Sunday morning at 9:30 and/or 11:00 a.m. Two-hour 
programming is available once again. The same topic will be covered all morning long, 
but each hour will have different activities and videos to reinforce the lesson. This is a 
great option for parents who want to attend both a class and worship service on Sunday 
mornings. Drop your kids off between 9:15-9:30 a.m. and pick them up again at noon!
Elementary kids in grades first through fifth meet in The Point Student Center (south 
side of church), and kids in kindergarten, preschool, or who are nursery-aged (2 and 
under) meet downstairs. Virtual options are available on our website each week. If you 
can’t make it in person on a Sunday morning, check out the lessons and videos online! 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS WITH SERVANT KIDS
November 17th will be our last session of this semester, so you still have a few weeks 
left to join in on the fun. Before programming begins, dinner will be served in Community 
Hall from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Reservations are encouraged and can be made at ServantOKC.
org/KITCHEN. The doors will open DOWNSTAIRS at 6:30 p.m. for kids from birth through 
fifth grade. We will be learning about Heroes of the Bible from the Old Testament and will 
conclude our time together on these nights at 8:00 p.m.

STILL TO COME... 
SAVE THE DATE FOR SOME FUN EVENTS HAPPENING SOON!

FAMILY 
MOVIE 
NIGHT 
NOVEMBER 19
Spend your Friday evening 
with family and friends as 
we watch a movie together 
in the Centrum at 6:00 p.m. 
The “concession stand” will 
be open for snacks, but 
feel free to bring your own 
too. Invite your friends and 
neighbors to join us!
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Skyler Rodriguez
Assistant Director of Servant Students

SERVANT STUDENTS

Would you like more information about 
Servant Student Ministries? Contact 
Heather at hwinner@ServantOKC.org or 
Skyler at srodriguez@ServantOKC.org.

Heather Winner
Director of Servant Students

6TH - 12TH GRADE

What a journey it has been so far! We are 
currently over half way done with Confirma-
tion 2021, and we can hardly believe it. Our 
students have already learned a great deal, 
had great conversations surrounding their 
faith, and made some amazing memories 
along the way. From the start, this crew of 
15 ninth-grade students have shown great 
hunger to learn about the Lord, and now 
that they’ve journeyed this far, we cannot be 
prouder of the steps they are making with 
every session. 

The first three sessions we focused on the 
beginnings: we jumped into how we can 
look at the story God has been writing since 
the beginning of time. We’ve dug through 
scripture, learned about culture, and we 
learned about what shapes the Old and New 
Testament. We learned about methods of 
Bible study and how these methods can be 
used to apply scripture of old to our lives 
today. All the while we’ve focused on story. 
But we know that this story didn’t end with 
biblical times. God continues to create, 
and to love, and to be with His children. 
This very fact led us to our first off-campus 
session to show how active our God is, even 
within our very own city. 

On October 10, students loaded into cars 
to head to the Oklahoma City Bombing 
Memorial in Downtown. Many of them had 
never been to the memorial, so this was a 
chance for them to see and hear this devas-
tating yet redemptive story. With the help of 
a fantastic National Park Ranger, students 
and leaders learned about the very place 

that honors the victims, survivors, rescuers, 
and all who were impacted by the Oklahoma 
City bombing on April 19, 1995. 

The tour began at the Survivor’s Tree. 
Students observed and felt the tree that 
remained standing through the bombing, as 
it stands as a symbol of resilience. It was 
a great place to start as a sign of hope-
filled foreshadowing before we heard the 
whole story. Then students were led by the 
reflection pool and to the chairs where the 
Murrah building once stood. They listened 
to the park ranger’s stories of the perpetra-
tor and how so many uncoincidental events 
brought quick actions towards his arrest. 

SPOTLIGHT ON 
CONFIRMATION 2021

A TRIP TO REMEMBER
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He also spoke of the victims and those 
who rushed to the scene of the bomb-
ing immediately to help. Then, a man in 
the crowd began to speak up. He was 
one of those very people who rushed to 
the scene. He worked in the post office 
directly across from the Murrah building 
and he along with many others used 
that building as place to bring others 
to receive medical attention after the 
bombing. With tears in his eyes, he talked 
about the tragedy, but how he witnessed 
his city pull together to help. It was truly 
a holy moment.

We took this beautiful experience and 
ended our time before the Jesus Wept 
statue found on the outside of the memo-
rial. We took a moment to pause and pray 
for our city, but also to remember how 
God was with us – in all of the mourning 
and in all of the aid. He was present with 
Oklahoma City that morning, just as he 
was with the David when he faced Goli-
ath. He was present that morning just as 
he was with the Israelites in the desert. 
And He was present that morning just as 
he was with Lazarus after he had died, 
even knowing the resurrection to come. 

We walked away from this experience 
shaken by the devastation, but filled with 
hope in the redemptive power of God. 

We ask that you continue to pray for our 
Confirmation Class of 2021. God has so 
much more to show them.

Heather Winner
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SERVANT CONNECT

We are already over half way to the finish 
line. In just a few short weeks, we will be 
Confirming this group of students. Some 
of the topics we will be learning about 
in the weeks ahead are Grace, Salvation, 
and Holy Communion. We will even be 
diving into the membership vows that 
each professing member of the United 
Methodist Church takes before their 
congregations: Prayers, Presence, Gifts, 
Service, and Witness. Within all of this, 
we will also be taking the students to an 
Episcopal Church here in Oklahoma City. 
The Episcopal Church shares similar lit-
urgy and traditions of the United Method-
ist Church and we wish for our students 
to see some of our liturgy being used in a 
different denominational setting. 

Our Confirmation class has been full 
of learning, growing, questions, and 
great conversation. We are so ready and 
excited to see how this group finishes 
out their Confirmation process and for 
them to become professing members 
of Church of the Servant. But even more 
importantly, we are ready to see the ways 

Joshua Bird

Kathryn Decker

Luke Mosley

Tyler Afonien

Georgia Byers

Katherine Russ

Macey McFarlane

Will McFarlane

Caleb Weber

Max Greene

Will Brinkman

Kade Wienstroer

Wade Tully

Garrett Tully

Kendal Behring

Drew Lykes

WHERE WE’RE GOING

2021 CONFIRMANDS

that God will be working and moving in 
the lives of these students. Our empha-
sis throughout Confirmation thus far has 
been that God has been writing a story, 
not just for the world, but for us as indi-
viduals. Our Confirmation experiences 
are not the end, but only the beginning 

of a great calling and story that God has 
planned for us. When these students say 
“yes” to being confirmed, they are also 
saying “yes” to pursuing God’s calling for 
their lives.

Skyler Rodriguez
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S P E C I A L  G U E S T:  S A L LY  R I F F E Y
T H U R S D A Y,  N O V E M B E R  1 1  A T  1 0 : 3 0 A M 

 C O M M U N I T Y  H A L L

We welcome Sally Riffey as our special guest for Prime Time on Thursday, 
November 11, at 10:30 a.m. in Community Hall.  

Sally is a native of Oklahoma City and feels that her roots go deep 
into Oklahoma’s red clay.  Her stories have been called 
“Stories from the Heart.”

As a Storyteller, Sally has a deep passion for Biblical stories. 
A highlight of Sally’s storytelling career was the opportunity 
to tell Biblical stories at several sites in Israel including in 
Jerusalem and at the Sea of Galilee. Sally does portrayals of 
Mary the Mother of Jesus, including at Church of the Servant’s 
“Walk Through Bethlehem,” Mary Magdalene, and other women 
from Scripture, all in Biblical costume.

Sally also enjoys telling folktales, original stories and “stories of 
the season”.  Most recently she was awarded First Place and Best 
of Show at the “Voice of the Fair” contest at the 2021 Oklahoma 
State Fair.

Sally has taken her stories behind prison walls to our State and Federal 
prisons. She has been a featured teller at events such as the Oklahoma City Arts 
Festival and for the opening of the Oklahoma Trails at the Oklahoma City Zoo.  Sally 
has been a featured teller at “Tellabration,” “Oklahoma Olio,” and has also told stories at 
“WinterTales.”

She frequently tells stories for civic organizations, Women’s Ministry groups, churches, professional business groups, 
as well as Easter and Christmas presentations and programs.

November Meal: Turkey & Dressing, Green Beans, Cranberry Sauce, Rolls, and Dessert. The cost for the program and meal 
is $10.00 ($2.00 for program only).  

There’s no membership fee, just a warm invitation to anyone who would like to have a great morning of fun, food and 
fellowship!  You can sign up anytime at Guest Central in the concourse, or online at ServantOKC.org/Prime-Time.  
Join us Thursday, November 11 at 10:30 a.m. in Community Hall.  Hope to see everyone there!  

PRIME TIME LUNCHEON

MAKE A RESERVATION TODAY!

ServantOKC.org/PRIME-TIME
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SERVANT CONNECT

Dear Servant Family, 

Thank you so much for the warm welcome that you have extended to Lacey and I 
since we started attending Church of the Servant in January! It is both a joy and an 
honor to join the Servant Worship and Arts team, under the leadership of Dr. Matt 
Schinske, to lead the Choral Ministry through the Christmas Season. 
If you have interest in joining us, now is the time and we certainly want you with 
us! There are no auditions required, and we are hopeful to see people of all ages 
becoming involved in the choral ministry. We will be back in worship on November 
21, which is Christ the King Sunday, and will actively engage in worship through 
December 26, including Christmas Eve. 

Our rehearsals are 6:30-8:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, and all you have to do is show 
up! We’ll take your information, get you a folder, and have you singing in no time. 

Hope to see you soon! 

Yours in Christ’s Service, 

Josh Phelps

PHELPS’ BIO:

Prior to coming to Church of the Servant, Josh enjoyed a fruitful career in music 
performance and music ministry. Holding degrees in Vocal Performance from the 
University of Tennessee (Bachelor of Music) and the University of Oklahoma 
(Master of Music), Josh has appeared as a soloist in celebrated venues across the 
world.  Choirs under his direction have performed at state and regional conventions and 
appeared on national and international television broadcasts. Josh has proven to be 
an effective teacher by preparing his students in singing and conducting for Univer-
sity placement as well as scholarship auditions and significant performances in their 
careers. Josh is married to Oklahoma native and internationally celebrated trumpeter, 
Lacey Redfield Phelps. They work in the North Texas and Oklahoma region and can be 
found lovingly enjoying life with their two rescue dogs, Gracey and Toto.

CHORAL MINISTRIES
There are no auditions required, and we are 
hopeful to see people of all ages becoming 
involved in the choral ministry. 

Josh Phelps
Director of Choral Ministries

Join the Choir!
We will sing in the 9:30 Sunday 
morning service on November 21, 
and we are planning something 
special for Christmas Eve services. 
Rehearsal is Wednesday evenings, 
6:30-8:00 p.m. in the Choir Room 
(downstairs). All are welcome to 
attend! Please plan to join us this 
Wednesday! For more information, 
contact Josh Phelps at 
jphelps@churchoftheservant.com.
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VETERANS SUNDAY

On Sunday morning, November 14, during the 9:30 
service, we will be celebrating the service and recog-
nizing the sacrifice of the 92 veterans of the Church 
of Servant. This group of individuals compiled a 
combined total of 892 years of service to the United 
States. That is an amazing accomplishment in and 
of itself, but on top of that we have members that 
stretch from the time of WWII to the current conflicts 
overseas, that’s over 75 years.

We will have a parade of Veterans that will be ac-
companied by the “Highlanders of Oklahoma City” 
Pipe and Drum Corps at the start of the service. Each 
military service will have a flag bearer representing 
and preceding their respective service and service 
members. 

A “Missing Man” table will be set up in the area across 
from Earthglow. This table will represent the 1,458 
service members still officially listed as “Missing 
in Action” or “Prisoner of War” from all military en-
gagements since WWII. The static display will have a 
recurring video playing describing the table itself and 
the symbolism of each item on the table. 

We would like to gather all the Veterans together in 
Community Hall at 0830 hrs (8:30 AM for the civil-
ians) to have coffee, fellowship, and provide informa-
tion about how the parade will proceed.

We look forward to seeing all the Veterans and their 
families here at the Church of the Servant on Sunday, 
November 14 at the 9:30 service so we can give each 
of you a sincere “THANK YOU” for your service and 
sacrifice to and for this country.

November 14, 2021
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