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SERVANT CONNECT

The final Monday of May is a day of 
great significance for our country. 
Memorial Day is a day when our 

nation pauses to reflect upon the great 
sacrifices made by the brave men and 
women who gave their lives defending 
our country’s freedoms and ideals. 
Memorial Day is far more than a three-
day weekend full of hotdogs and ham-
burgers. Without these sacrifices, none 
of us would be able to worship, travel, 
and live freely in our great country. 

As I took a moment on a rainy Memorial 
Day to reflect upon what Memorial Day 
means to me, I realized it was on Memo-
rial Day four years ago that our family 
moved to Oklahoma. On that very day, 
we drove into this great state for the first 
time as a family. My, how time has flown 
by over the past four years! 

Our family has shared and enjoyed many 
adventures during the past four years 
and made many memories throughout 

the state. Here are some of our favorite 
memories and experiences over the 
past four years. I hope you enjoy these 
photos of our family and our adventures! 
We are truly thankful for each of these 
blessings:

• Camping In Cleo Springs 

• Hiking to the Top of Gloss Mountain

• Touring Fort Sill

• Family Time in SE Oklahoma

• Thunder Games

• Deer Creek Football

• Walk Through Bethlehem 
at Church of the Servant

• First Day of School

• Sunsets

Memorial Day, Four Years Ago, and Looking Ahead
A NOTE FROM OUR SENIOR MINISTER 

Dr. Matthew Mitchell
Senior Minister

Missions at Servant
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Hiking to the Top of Gloss Mountain
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I want to encourage you to take a 
moment and ask what you are genuinely 
thankful for, what adventures you have 
experienced, and what God is up to in 
your life at this very moment. The past 
year and a half has been a challenge for 
everyone. Before we know it, summer 
will be over, and thankfully, football 
season will be here! However, we must 
not forget to give thanks for where we 
have been. 

I cannot wait for our next adventures at 
Church of the Servant, 
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Jessica King
Director of Connections

WE ARE ALL TRIANGLES NOW  

Questions about membership, 
Bible study, or how to get 
involved? Contact Jessica at 
jking@ServantOKC.org. 

Between 2006 and 2018, I lived as an ex-pat 
in South America.  I intended to move abroad 
for only one year on a short-term church 
planting mission, but God had other plans and 
one year turned into twelve.  Life abroad can 
often feel like the Island of Misfit Toys.  You 
know, the place from the classic 1960s show 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, where the 
caboose has square wheels, and the toy bird 
can only swim?

After living in Chile for so many years, I 
became quite unlike the person I was before 
I left.  My time abroad eroded my sense of 
normal, and over time I began to be shaped 
and formed by the culture around me.  As a 
foreigner, I never felt like I completely fit into 
my country of residence, and yet, when it 
came time for repatriation to the U.S., I found 
myself struggling to fit in here as well.  I had 
changed.  Many ex-pats often share this same 
feeling.  We affectionately call ourselves 
“triangles” because you are neither here nor 
there; you are somewhere in-between.  

In the context of Christianity, I imagine many 
of us feel this same tension between the 
world we live in now and the Kingdom of God, 
of which we are a part.  If we are a Holy peo-
ple as God has called us to be, meaning we 
are different, we are set apart, and we live by 
a different set of standards and rules than the 
world around us, then it would be impossible 
for us to fit in fully here on this side of eterni-
ty.  And yet here we are, living in the thick of 
things, fully human but with a spirit longing 
for the things of God.  

Every minute of every day, we are being 
formed into the image of someone or some-
thing.  We are a compilation of this influence 
or that. 

The question is not, are you being 
formed?  It is, who or what are you 

being formed into?

 When Jesus called each of his disciples, and 
when he called you and me, the invitation was 
not to come and take on the title of “Chris-

tian,” and continue living as you did before.  
The call was and is to come and become a 
disciple of Jesus.  That means we must order 
our lives around three principles: to be with 
Jesus, be like Jesus, and do the things Jesus 
did. 

So, what is the difference between a 
“Christian” and a disciple?

For most of us here in the U.S., being a Chris-
tian means you believe the basic principles 
of the faith, you go to church once in a while 
or maybe regularly, and you are a semi-moral 
person.  But, when it comes down to it, it’s 
often more about Jesus following you than 
about you following Jesus.  He is there to give 
you a “pick-me-up” in the morning, to answer 
a prayer or two, and to help you out when 
things get tough.

To be a disciple of Jesus is the reversal of 
that.  It is about you following him and his 
truth, no matter where that leads and no 
matter what must be sacrificed along the way.  
It is to take up your cross daily, meaning to 
sacrifice your life, desires, and worldly 
ambitions that are out of alignment with 
God’s best for you. It is death to our self-
ishness, pride, greed, and lust.  It is trusting 
that God is good and his law leads us to life 
eternal. 

This lifestyle is costly and is usually in oppo-
sition to the culture around us and who it is 
pushing us to become.  However, the kind of 
life that Jesus has on offer is life to the full.  
It is the place where we are changed from 
the inside out, where we love our friend and 
our enemy, where we are set free from the 
trappings of sin, and where we become part 
of a family.  And what’s more, this invitation 
is for everyone, no matter what you have 
done or have not done, no matter where you 
come from, no matter how smart, talented, 
or charming you are or are not.  Jesus’ call is 
simple, “Come, follow me!”

Jessica King
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EARTHGLOW GIFT SHOP
WE’RE OPEN! COME SEE US! 

We have so many gifts in Earthglow Gift Shop!  Where else can you buy 
a gift where profits go to help others in our own city?

Father’s Day gifts include new items from Duke Cannon.  Their purpose 
is to make superior-quality grooming goods that meet the high stand-
ards of hard-working men.  These products are made in the USA!

Children’s gifts include new stuffed animals and an amazing two-sided 
Diner that would encourage lots of fun play time.  We have another book, 
by our very own Yvonne Morgan, for children called, “The Sad Little Wildflower.”

Wedding gifts include brand new picture frames or fabulous QSquared Melmac platters and 
serving pieces.

As always, we thank you for shopping with us.  Thank you for supporting Missions.  
Our proceeds go to help the least, the last, and the lost in our very own community! 

NOVEMBER 13 | 9 AM - 3 PM
Earthglow Gift Shop sponsors a market each fall, which includes gifts, holi-
day and home décor, both handmade and commercial. Proceeds from booth 
and table rental, food/bake sales, as well as the profits from the Gift Shop, go 
to local missions. Over our history, Earthglow has donated over $911,000 to 
various missions in our community. Your participation in our Earthglow Market 
has made a valued contribution to this effort! Mark your calendar for Saturday, 
November 13. For more information about booth rental, go to ServantOKC.org/
EVENTS.
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How can we break the barriers of poverty and 
illiteracy for the next generation? By being 
proactive!  Whiz Kids is a faith-based, one-
on-one volunteer tutoring and mentoring 
program that focuses on elementary school- 
aged students in areas with the highest drop-
out rates and lowest socio-economic levels 
in Oklahoma City.  It is so basic; literacy is the 
foundation of success and economic mobili-
ty.  Yet so many children are left behind and 
destined to remain in the cycle of poverty.  It 
is not the children’s fault and with so many 
families struggling right now, the parents 
should not be blamed either.  The problem 
has become so much worse with the pan-
demic and the burden of education falling on 
parents who are already working long hours or 
themselves are not strong readers.  Whiz Kids 
gives these children a safe environment where 
they can get a fresh cooked meal, experience 
the Bible, and engage with a mentor.  These 

young students begin needing to improve 
their reading skills and leave with a new 
bond with education, their mentors and 
God.  This could not happen without scores 
of volunteers, such as drivers, cooks, tutors, 
and most of all, the coordinators keeping 
everything running smoothly.

In my own experience, Whiz Kids started off 
as a reading tutoring program and blossomed 
into a mentoring program.  When I first met 
Alan, he was in 2nd grade.  He came from a 
two income household where English was not 
the first language.  The father worked all day 
in construction and the mom worked all night 
cleaning office buildings.  Alan was a smart lit-
tle boy that was caught between two languag-
es and he needed to practice reading.  He was 
a funny and lovable little boy that wanted to 
talk about video games more than read.  Our 
friendship grew as I watched him grow into 

M
I
S
S
I
O
N
S

WHIZ KIDS
a faith-based, one-on-one volunteer 
tutoring and mentoring program

continued on next page
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a young man who’s grades improved year 
after year.  He graduated from Whiz Kids 
in 6th grade and we still talk today as he 
is about to graduate 8th grade.  I thought 
all he needed was to learn to be a stronger 
reader and practice, but I learned early on 
that he really needed a mentor.  He needed 
someone from outside his socio-economic 
circle to show him a life and a point of view 
he didn’t know.  He needed love and com-
passion from someone that didn’t look or 
sound like him.  I got to know so many other 
wonderful students and tutors.  The tutors’ 
lives were just as diverse as the students.  So 
many wonderful memories and friendships 
were made.  I just hope I had as much of an 
impact on their lives as they did on mine.

Mentorship is widely accepted as the most 
effective intervention for intergenerational 
poverty and low-academic achievement.  
After one year of tutoring, Whiz Kids quickly 
make up an achievement gap created by 
their circumstance and score an average of 
37 points higher than their counterparts on 
state-administered reading tests.

Whiz Kids is celebrating 25 glorious years of 
changing lives!

Troy Weber,
Mission Council

Whiz Kids by the numbers:

• Over 1,600 volunteers

• 1,325,812 volunteer hours over 25 years

• 4.5 years average volunteer tenure

• 13,381 students served

• 56 schools & 10 school districts served

• 98 church & community partners

Volunteers are needed for Whiz 
Kids 2021/22 season! Learn how 
you can get involved! Contact 
Whiz Kids Coordinator Shirley 
Rolston at jsrolston@cox.net.Alan (pictured left) 

Alan (pictured center) with Coordinator Carolyn Hays and friends

CityCareOKC.org/WhizKids
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Skyler Rodriguez
Assistant Director of Servant Students

SERVANT STUDENTS

Would you like more information about 
Servant Student Ministries? Contact 
Heather at hwinner@ServantOKC.org or 
Skyler at srodriguez@ServantOKC.org.

Heather Winner
Director of Servant Students

6 T H  -  1 2 T H  G R A D E

On Sunday, May 16, we celebrated fourteen 
Servant students as they graduated high school. 
Our day was full of fellowship, prayer, good food, 
and good memories. Students attended our 11:00 
Modern Worship service. During service, each 
student was presented before the congregation 
and prayed over by pastors, family, and friends. 
Senior Minister Matthew Mitchell prepared a 
special sermon discussing youth from the Bible 
who rose up and proclaimed the name of Jesus. 
Following our service, we gathered together in 
the courtyard for food and photos. Our celebra-
tion ended with a gathering in the Centrum for a 
video presentation and a farewell to our seniors. 
As we concluded, students received a new Bible 
and a canvas full of written prayers from parents, 
friends, pastors, and Servant staff members. 
Our greatest hope is that these seniors leave 
this ministry feeling encouraged and empowered 
to go and make disciples in all of their future 
endeavors.

SENIOR SUNDAY
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Students are now out of school, and we are heading into our 
summer schedule full force! To kick off our summer, our middle 
school students will be going to Disciple Camp on June 3-6. 
Disciple is a church camp for rising 6th grade students thru 
those who have just finished their 8th grade year. July 12-16, 
our high schoolers will be going to Dayspring Camp. This camp 
is offered to our rising 9th grade students all the way to those 
students who have recently graduated high school. These 
camps offer amazing opportunities for fun, fellowship with 
other students, worship, and most importantly, encounters with 
God. Each year, a guest speaker and worship band are brought 
in to lead the camp throughout the week. Last year, we were 
unable to attend camp due to COVID-19, so we are so excited to 
finally get to go to camp with our students and experience God 
in a vastly different setting. 

There is still time to register for Dayspring! Use the QR Code 
(pictured right>>>) to get your high schooler registered by 
June 16th.

Sandwiched between Disciple and Dayspring is our Chicago 
Mission Trip. We will be leaving on June 26 and returning home 
on July 2. We will be led by a group called Praying Pelican 
Missions, a ministry that leads churches and groups on mission 
trips throughout the United States and the world. In Chicago, 
we will be staying at New Community Church in Dolton, Illinois. 
Part of our mission will be happening at this host church. 
During the week, New Community hosts a day camp for 
local students and youth. We will be stepping in to assist with 

morning chapel, art classes, leading activities, and much more. 
Another part of our mission will be working directly with the 
local Parks and Recreation Department. We will be traveling to 
local parks and gathering areas to do some clean up, lawn care, 
and overall maintenance of the grounds. The Chicago Mission 
Trip will serve as, not just a great way to serve others, but to 
experience what mission work looks like in different places.To 
register for the Chicago Mission Trip, go to ServantOKC.org/
EVENTS.

SUMMER PLANS

DAYSPRING CAMP
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SERVANT 
KIDS Report

UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 
AND OTHER INFORMATION, 
SO YOU DON’T MISS OUT 

ON COMMUNICATION ABOUT 
EVENTS! CONTACT KOURTNEY 
TO CHECK OR UPDATE YOUR 

INFORMATION AT 
KALLER@SERVANTOKC.ORG 

OR 405-728-4715. 

Kourtney Aller
Director of Servant Kids

Josh Snodgrass
Assistant Director of Servant Kids

L O O K  W H A T  W E  D I D. . .
END OF YEAR BASH 
On May 5, Servant Kids and Servant Students teamed up for the Summer Sendoff. We 
celebrated the end of this school year with food, games, inflatables, a petting zoo, face 
painting, balloon animals, and more. We are excited for the beginning of the summer sea-
son and all that’s in store in the next few months!

MARATHON SUNDAY
Our theme for May was called 5K: Run the Race and was all about commitment, which is 
making a plan and putting it into practice. We prepared for a race all month long, then 
celebrated with a fun morning of relay races and games on May 30. Preschool and elemen-
tary kids wore their workout clothes and met together for a Bible story lesson and outdoor 
activities. Everyone earned a gold medal for their hard work and dedication during the 
month of May! 
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J U N E  H A P P E N I N G S. . .
FRIDAY 
MORNING 
DEVOTIONAL 
TIME!
Josh and Kourtney will share 
a short video devotional each 
Friday for you to watch with 
your kids! These videos are 
typically around three or four 
minutes long and a great way 
to open discussion about 
different topics with your 
kids. The videos can be found 
on the Servant Kids Facebook 
page and on our YouTube 
channel (a link to the channel 
is available on the website 
under Kids Ministry). 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA! WE POST 
UPDATES, INFORMATION, 
PICTURES, AND MORE, 
SO DON’T MISS OUT! 
GO TO @SERVANTKIDS 
ON FACEBOOK 
AND INSTAGRAM!

SIGN UP FOR TEXT ALERTS 
BY TEXTING @SERVANTKI 
TO 81010.

SERVANT KIDS IS OPEN!
Kid’s Ministry is meeting in person at 9:30 and 11:00 each Sunday morning. Kids who 
are in incoming grades 2-5 will meet in The Point Student Center on the south side of 
the church. Check-in stations are located at the entrance to The Point and parents will 
need to be present to check-in their kids and get name tags and parent security tags. 
We will have a lesson and games and a craft activity and all will be conducted with 
safety and social distance in mind. You can check them out after the worship service 
by bringing your parent sticker.

Preschool, Kindergarten, and nursery aged kids will meet downstairs for check-in and 
for their activities.  

JUNE 13th IS WATER DAY AT SERVANT!
On June 13 at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.,  preschool and elementary will meet for a fun day 
of water games! Wear clothes that can get wet and bring a towel and a dry change 
of clothes to church that morning. Check-in and out will be in Community Hall on the 
north side of church. 
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PRESS PLAY
SUNDAYS IN JUNE
AGES 3 YEARS THROUGH 
KINDERGARTEN 

Life can feel uncertain at times. The uncertainty tempts 
us to fear, we don’t trust that things will be okay. The good 
news is that there is Someone we can trust in life—no 
matter what is happening, and we want to make sure our 
preschoolers know it! 

We are bringing out the music, dancing, and playing fun 
instruments to help teach our preschoolers that they can 
Press Play and trust God. In fact, it is so important to us 
that they know they can trust God, we are going to focus on 
it for two months, and the Bible stories they will be hearing 
will give them plenty of reasons why they can trust God! 

As our preschoolers grow up and life begins to feel a little 
uncertain, we want to make sure they know they can Press 
Play and trust that God loves them, has a plan for them, will 
use them, and has the power to do anything in their lives. 

Our memory verse this month comes from Psalm 56:11 and says, “I trust in God. I am not afraid.” This month, we will learn that 
God gave us Jesus, and we can trust His plan. God can use us no matter what because He can do anything! Who can trust God? 
I can trust God!

PRESS PLAY: GET IN THE MIX
SUNDAYS IN JUNE
GRADES 1-5

This month, we will be learning about the connection between 
CONFIDENCE and God’s character, as shown through God’s big 
story. Confidence is learning to see yourself the way God sees 
you.

When it comes to confidence, we might try and base it on what 
we do well or what a teacher or parent might say about us. But 
true confidence should be built on something that lasts forever. 
We think that’s found in understanding how God sees us. God 
created us, and God loves us. Nowhere is this more evident 
than in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. And, when you 
put your confidence in Jesus, you can truly see yourself how 
God sees you. 

Our memory verse this month comes from Psalm 27:13 and 
says, “I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the 
LORD in the land of the living.” We will discuss how we can be 
confident because God loves us and His plan is the best plan. God can use 
us no matter what. God can do the impossible. We can’t wait to see you this 
month to learn about confidence! 
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S T I L L  T O  C O M E . . . 
SAVE THE DATE FOR SOME FUN EVENTS HAPPENING SOON!

KANAKUK KAMPOUT  |  August 2-6
Register now for Kanakuk Kampout! this summer! The dates are August 2-6. The cost is $275 and kids 
ages 5-12 are invited to attend. Registration is open at kanakuk.com. If you want more information on 
how you can get a full scholarship for the week, contact Kourtney at kaller@servantokc.org. 

MARTIN NATURE PARK PICNIC  |  July 11, 4-6pm
More details coming soon!
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THE BOOK OF JOHN
PRECEPT INDUCTIVE STUDY SERIES  

THE GOD WHO CARES AND KNOWS YOU
The Word Became Flesh and Dwelt Among Us . . . (John 1:14)!   How well do you know 
the Son of God? Are you convinced that what He said about Himself is true? From begin-
ning to end, John reveals Jesus as the Son of God. Come join us for an in-depth study on 
the Book of John.  

You must register for this study. REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS AUGUST 28, 2021.  It is 
our hope that we will be in the classroom setting beginning Wednesday, September 8th 
at 9:30 a.m. and a Zoom class beginning Thursday, September 9th at 6:30 p.m.  Upon 
registering for this class, you will be provided with an email that will let you know what 
you will need to bring to class. Email Nancy Harris at nancyquilter@cox.net for more 
information.
  

To register, email 
Nancy Harris at 

nancyquilter@cox.net 
or text her at 

405-420-5463. 
Please include name, 
address, cell number.
COVID vaccinations 

and masks are 
required for 

in-person meeting.

EVERYTHING 

WE DO IN 

LIFE SHOULD 

BE LINED UP 

WITH THE 

WORD OF 

GOD.  IT IS 

OUR PLUMB 

LINE!

Read what members of the Precept Class 
are saying about the Inductive Study process.

LOLA BURGTORF, OKC:  When I first went to Precept Bible Study, I really didn’t 
expect to still be part of the class 5 years later, but here I am, loving this way 
of study!  With the three precept disciplines of Observation, Interpretation, 
and Application, Holy Scripture takes on new meaning, makes perfect sense 
when placed in a proper historical environment, and becomes something pro-
found to guide and ground us in daily life.  Precept has taught us to study on 
our own, put the information in proper context, then apply it to our daily lives.  
Nancy Harris is an anointed, seasoned teacher, who makes us eager to learn 
and continues to study along with us!  She has made our class a safe, special 

place to be each week.  I am so grateful that I can continue to study scripture this way and highly 
recommend it if you are serious about studying God’s Word.

DONNIE JENNINGS,  OKC:  Inductive Bible Study was a new concept to me, 
but thanks to Nancy Harris, I discovered and learned a new way to study 
the Bible.  There are three simple steps to the inductive method—
Observation, Interpretation, and Application. 

Through this method I have learned to dig deep in the richness of God’s 
Word.  God’s Word changes lives – it has definitely changed my life.

DEBBIE GOLD, OKC:  The Inductive Study method has shown me how I 
need to live my life in a spiritual way.  I have taken many classes with 
Nancy Harris as our teacher.  She has taught us what God expects from 
us. And how to walk in God’s Word daily.  In these Bible studies we have 
learned so much about God and His Son, Jesus.  If you want a good under-
standing of the Bible, let me encourage you to take one of these classes.  
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