
First United Methodist Church of Freehold 
Bulletin 

 

Sunday, May 15, 2022 
5th Sunday of Easter 

 
Announcements:                                                                                                                                             Sharon Shutzer 
 

Prelude                                                 
 

Welcome:                                                                                                                                                    Rev. Christina Zito 
 

*Call to Worship:                                                                                                                                     Pamela Wentworth  
Leader: We gather together, 
People: Empowered by the Risen Christ, 
Leader: To worship and encounter the Holy One. 
People: We trust that the infinite love of God 
Leader: Will move us beyond our places of doubt and fear 
People: And into a world where our witness points to the Good News. 
 

*Opening Prayer: (In Unison)                                                                                                                Pamela Wentworth 
Come, Holy Spirit, come. We rejoice that you are constantly yearning to be in a deeper relationship with us. 
May those who come with doubts, encounter you in profound ways. May those who come with faithful 
confidence, encounter you in profound ways. And may we all be empowered to bear witness to the light of 
the world. Amen. 

 

*Opening Hymn:                                                 “I Love to Tell the Story”                                                        UMH #156                                        
 

*Praise Song:                                                                “Living Hope”                                                 Johnson & Wickham                     
 

Prayer Hymn:                                                          “The Servant Song”                                                           TFWS #2222                                        
  

Pastoral Prayer:                                                                                                                                          Rev. Christina Zito 
[For those joining us online, please submit your prayer requests in the comments on the virtual attendance 

sheet, or email the church office. Your prayer requests will be lifted up in next Sunday’s service.] 
 

The Lord’s Prayer: (In Unison)                                                                                                                              UMH #895 
 

Scripture Reading:                                                  Matthew 28:16-20                                                                Ed Bowen 
 

Sermon:                                                        “To Be or Not To Be the Church: 
                                                                                       Be A Witness”                                                      Rev. Christina Zito                   
 

Offering: The Special Offering for May will benefit NextGen Ministries. 
 

Offertory:                                                                        “Triple A”                                                                      Mitch Samu                                                    
 

*Doxology:                                        “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                          UMH #95                                              
 

 
 
 
 



*Offertory Prayer: (In Unison)                                                                                                              Pamela Wentworth 
Eternal Creator, we want to climb to high places and experience your glory. Empower us to be your 
witnesses and go out to make more witnesses. Please Lord, lead the way. We give you our heart, our will, 
and these offerings, trusting that they will supply for your mission and works. In your name we pray, Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

*Passing of the Peace 
 

*Closing Hymn:                                                       “You Are the Seed”                                                              UMH #583                                        
                             

*Benediction:                                                                                                                                             Rev. Christina Zito 
 

*Postlude                                          
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Scripture Passage for Sunday, May 15, 2022 
Liturgist: Ed Bowen 
 

Matthew 28:16-20 (New Revised Standard Version) 
 
The Commissioning of the Disciples 
 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. 18 And Jesus came and 
said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”[a] 
 
The Word of God for the People of God. 
 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Opening Hymn: 
I Love to Tell the Story 

UMH #156 
 

I love to tell the story 
Of unseen things above, 
Of Jesus and His glory, 
Of Jesus and His love. 
I love to tell the story, 

Because I know 'tis true; 
It satisfies my longings 
As nothing else can do 

 

(Chorus) 
I love to tell the story, 'twill be my theme in glory, 

To tell the old, old story of Jesus and His love. 
 

I love to tell the story; 
More wonderful it seems 

Than all the golden fancies 
Of all our golden dreams. 

I love to tell the story, 
It did so much for me; 

And that is just the reason 
I tell it now to thee. 

 

(Repeat Chorus) 
 

I love to tell the story; 
'Tis pleasant to repeat 

What seems, each time I tell it, 
More wonderfully sweet. 

I love to tell the story, 
For some have never heard 
The message of salvation 

From God's own holy Word. 
 

(Repeat Chorus) 
 

I love to tell the story, 
For those who know it best 

Seem hungering and thirsting 
To hear it like the rest. 

And when, in scenes of glory, 
I sing the new, new song, 
'Twill be the old, old story 
That I have loved so long. 

 
(Repeat Chorus) 

 
 

Praise Hymn: 
Living Hope 

Johnson & Wickham 
 

(Verse 1) 
How great the chasm that lay between us 
How high the mountain I could not climb 

In desperation I turned to heaven 
And spoke Your name into the night 

Then through the darkness Your loving-kindness 
Tore through the shadows of my soul 
The work is finished the end is written 

Jesus Christ my living hope 
 

(Verse 2) 
Who could imagine so great a mercy 

What heart could fathom such boundless grace 
The God of ages stepped down from glory 

To wear my sin and bear my shame 
The cross has spoken I am forgiven 
The King of kings calls me His own 
Beautiful Savior I’m Yours forever 

Jesus Christ my living hope 
 

(Chorus) 
Hallelujah praise the One who set me free 

Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me 
You have broken every chain 

There’s salvation in Your name 
Jesus Christ my living hope 

 

(Verse 3) 
Then came the morning that sealed the promise 

Your buried body began to breathe 
Out of the silence the Roaring Lion 

Declared the grave has no claim on me 
(REPEAT) 

Jesus Yours is the victory whoa 
 

(Ending) 
Jesus Christ my living hope 

Oh God You are my living hope 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer Hymn: 
The Servant Song 

TFWS #2222 
 

Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
Let me be as Christ to you; 

Pray that I may have the grace to 
Let you be my servant, too. 

 

We are pilgrims on a journey; 
We’re together on this road. 

We are here to help each other 
Walk the mile and bear the load. 

 

I will hold the Christ-light for you 
In the night time of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 

Speak the peace you long to hear. 
 

I will weep when you are weeping; 
When you laugh, I'll laugh with you. 

I will share your joy and sorrow 
Till we've seen this journey through. 

 

When we sing to God in heaven, 
We shall find such harmony, 

Born of all we've known together 
Of Christ's love and agony. 

 
 
 
 
 

Doxology: 
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

UMH #895 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Closing Hymn: 
You Are the Seed 

UMH #583 
 

You are the seed that will grow a new sprout; 
You’re a star that will shine in the night; 

You are the yeast and a small grain of salt, 
A beacon to glow in the dark. 

You are the dawn that will bring a new day; 
You’re the wheat that will bear golden grain; 

You are a sting and a soft, gentle touch, 
 My witnesses where’er you go. 

 

(Refrain) 
Go, my friends, go to the world, 

Proclaiming love to all, 
Messengers of my forgiving peace, 

Eternal love. 
Be, my friends, a loyal witness, 

From the dead I arose; 
“Lo, I’ll be with you forever, 
Till the end of the world.” 

 

You are the flame that will lighten the dark, 
Sending sparkles of hope, faith and love; 

You are the shepherds to lead the whole world 
Through valleys and pastures of peace. 

You are the friends that I chose for myself, 
The word that I want to proclaim. 

You are the new kingdom built on a rock 
Where justice and truth always reign. 

 

(Refrain) 
 

You are the life that will nurture the plant; 
You’re the waves in a turbulent sea; 

Yesterday’s yeast is beginning to rise, 
A new loaf of bread it will yield. 

There is no place for a city to hide, 
Nor a mountain can cover its might; 

May your good deeds show a world in despair 
A path that will lead all to God. 

 

(Refrain) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 


