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QUESTIONS TO ASK  
YOUR CHILDREN:
Asking the right questions is crucial! Get a sense of your child’s Peeps experiences by 
asking questions that elicit more than a one-word response. 

Tell me about the best part of Peeps.

What is your Memory Verse Challenge?

What does RISE stand for?

What was your BIG Answer?

Who did you play with today?

What was the Story about?  

Reach All - Include All - Stand Up For All - Embrace All

Each week you will have a take home page that discusses what Verse we are  
being challenged to memorize.

Each week you will have a take home page that discusses what BIG Answer we  
are being challenged to live out.

Each week you will have a take home page that will help keep you up to date with 
the story and what devotional your family should be doing.



The BIG Answer: 
The Bible is my guide.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin 

against you.
- Psalm 119:11 (NLT) -

OUR
JOURNEY
BEGINS



DAY 1:
Question of the Day: What is the Bible?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Psalm 119:11, 105; John 1:1; 15:7; 2 Timothy 3:16–17

Reading the Bible is like taking a trip with a really cool map. Most maps point out things like mountains, rivers, lakes, 
and roads. You can even buy cool maps that show you all the flags, or where all the Major League Baseball stadiums 
are. Some maps are 3D and buildings pop up on them. Maps can be used to help you get to places. It shows you 
where a road will take you or how to get to the beach. Maps are good at helping you not to get lost.

The Bible works in the same way—it helps us to not get lost. Unlike a map where some roads take you to the right 
place and some don’t, every part of the Bible points us the right way—toward Jesus. It helps guide us, helps us get 
back on track when we make a wrong turn, and always leads us back to Jesus. He’s been there from the very  
beginning. As you read the Bible, you’ll learn more about Him, about God’s plan for your life, and about how much He 
loves you. We can even take it a step further and start to memorize some verses to help us keep from getting lost. 
God gave us the Bible as road map in life that leads us straight to Him. Take some time to look at these Bible verses 
and see if you can find the answer to these questions.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What does it mean to “remain” in Jesus, and what promise does He give us if we remain in Him and His 
Word?
Remaining in Jesus means to stay close to Him and live the way the Bible tell us to. If we do this, we begin to want 
the kinds of things Jesus wants. So, when people who are really close to Jesus ask for something they want, He can 
give it to them. (John 15:7)

What does it mean to be “inspired,” who is the Bible inspired by, and what does it help us do?
To be inspired means you have a thought or idea that came from another source. God inspired men to write the Bible 
by speaking to their hearts through the Holy Spirit. The Bible helps us know what is true and what is wrong in our 
lives. (2 Timothy 3:16–17)

Why is it important to memorize Bible verses?
When we memorize Bible verses, it helps us remember them and obey them every day. Psalm 119:11 (NLT) says, “I 
have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.”

What is the Bible?
The Bible is the inspired Word of God and is His revelation to all people of Himself and His plan of salvation.

Has Jesus always been God?
Yes! In some places in the Bible, Jesus is called the Word, like at the beginning of the Gospel of John. “In the  
beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God.” (John 1:1) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What do you think God is like?
• What is the most amazing thing God created?
• How would you answer the Question of the Day at the beginning of this devotion? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for showing us who You are. Thank You for giving us the Bible, so we can learn about You. Thank You 
for creating us, so we can love You. Help us to see who You are, and how we can be more like You. Amen.



DAY 2:
Question of the Day: Who created the world?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Genesis 1:1–5

Do you ever look around at our beautiful world and think, Where did it all come from? Or have you ever seen a weird 
animal like an aardvark or a platypus and thought, Who made them? Or do you wonder why all those tiny bugs are 
here? The answer to all of those questions is God! He is the ultimate Creator. God created everything!

That may get you thinking of the next question: How did God create everything? We find the answer to these  
questions in the very first chapter of the very first book of the Bible. Genesis 1 tells us that God has always been here. 
He was here before people, before animals, before everything! Looking at how God took time to create the world 
shows us that God has a plan. He made most of the world by speaking, but He made people by hand! People play a 
special role in God’s creation! Let’s take a closer look at Genesis 1 and see how to answer the following  
questions.
.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Where did the universe come from?
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1)

What was the earth like before God began creating?
It was formless, empty, and filled with darkness. (Genesis 1:2)

How did God make the world?
He spoke, and the earth was created. (Genesis 1:3) (Optional: Read Genesis 1:6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24)

What was the first thing God created?
Light (Genesis 1:3)

What part did the Holy Spirit have in creation?
The Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. (Genesis 1:2) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What is something new you heard in today’s devotion?
• What are some interesting things you learned about the Bible today?
• What questions do you have about the Bible?
• What is one thing about the Bible you would like to learn more about? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, Your words are so powerful! I can’t wait to learn more about You. Help me to learn Your truth and follow Your 
commands. Thank You for the gift of the Bible. Help it to be a source of hope and encouragement to my life. Amen.



DAY 3:
Question of the Day: How can I find Jesus in Scripture?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Luke 24:13–34

If you’ve ever played Hide and Seek, you know that the game has a pretty clear goal. One person closes their eyes 
and counts. The others run to find places to hide. As soon as you hear the person with closed eyes say, “Ready or 
not, here I come,” you know they are on their way. The hiders have the easy job; they just sit and wait to be found.
The seeker has a much harder job. They have to search for the people hiding. The hardest part of being the seeker is 
you don’t know where the others could be hiding, and they could be anywhere. They could be hiding under the bed, 
in a closet, on top of a shelf, or maybe behind the shower curtain in the bathroom. It could take five minutes to find 
everyone or it could take hours. Sometimes the seeker might even give up all together if the hiders are really good at 
hiding. Being the seeker is only fun if you can find the people hiding.

One of the most fun parts about reading the Bible is that it talks about Jesus in some way all throughout the Bible you 
just have to look for Him. The good news for us is that He isn’t hiding. The more we read the Bible, the easier it  
becomes to find Jesus. As we read about His life, the prophecies that said He was coming, or the promises of His 
return, it gets a little easier to see Jesus in the verses. From the very first chapter of the Bible to the last page of it, 
we can find Jesus. The question isn’t “Is He there?” The question is “Are you looking for Him?” Look at today’s Bible 
reading and notice how some people missed Him. See if you can find the answers to today’s questions.

 
THINK ABOUT IT:
In Luke 24:13, where were Jesus’ followers walking to?
The village of Emmaus (Luke 24:13)

What did the women tell them had happened to Jesus?
That His body was missing from the tomb. The angel had told them that Jesus was alive. (Luke 24:22–23)

How did Jesus explain to them what the prophecies had said about Him?
He explained to them the writings of Moses and the prophets. (Luke 24:27)

What did they ask Jesus to do when they got to Emmaus?
They asked Him to stay with them. (Luke 24:28–30)

How did they know it was Jesus?
God opened their eyes and enabled them to recognize Him. (Luke 24:31) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What is something new you heard in today’s devotion?
• How can you help others see Jesus in every part of the Bible just like Jesus did for His followers? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, help me to keep my eyes open to see Jesus as I read Your Word. I don’t ever want to miss seeing Him in any 
part of the Bible. As I read, would You help me to find Him? Show me how Your words point to Him so I can know 
everything the Bible has to tell me about Jesus. Amen.



DAY 4:
Question of the Day: What is the Bible?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Psalm 119:11, 105; John 1:1; 15:7; 2 Timothy 3:16–17

Reading the Bible is like taking a trip with a really cool map. Most maps point out things like mountains, rivers, lakes, 
and roads. You can even buy cool maps that show you all the flags, or where all the Major League Baseball stadiums 
are. Some maps are 3D and buildings pop up on them. Maps can be used to help you get to places. It shows you 
where a road will take you or how to get to the beach. Maps are good at helping you not to get lost.

The Bible works in the same way—it helps us to not get lost. Unlike a map where some roads take you to the right 
place and some don’t, every part of the Bible points us the right way—toward Jesus. It helps guide us, helps us get 
back on track when we make a wrong turn, and always leads us back to Jesus. He’s been there from the very  
beginning. As you read the Bible, you’ll learn more about Him, about God’s plan for your life, and about how much He 
loves you. We can even take it a step further and start to memorize some verses to help us keep from getting lost. 
God gave us the Bible as road map in life that leads us straight to Him. Take some time to look at these Bible verses 
and see if you can find the answer to these questions.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What does it mean to “remain” in Jesus, and what promise does He give us if we remain in Him and His 
Word?
Remaining in Jesus means to stay close to Him and live the way the Bible tell us to. If we do this, we begin to want 
the kinds of things Jesus wants. So, when people who are really close to Jesus ask for something they want, He can 
give it to them. (John 15:7)

What does it mean to be “inspired,” who is the Bible inspired by, and what does it help us do?
To be inspired means you have a thought or idea that came from another source. God inspired men to write the Bible 
by speaking to their hearts through the Holy Spirit. The Bible helps us know what is true and what is wrong in our 
lives. (2 Timothy 3:16–17)

Why is it important to memorize Bible verses?
When we memorize Bible verses, it helps us remember them and obey them every day. Psalm 119:11 (NLT) says, “I 
have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.”

What is the Bible?
The Bible is the inspired Word of God and is His revelation to all people of Himself and His plan of salvation.

Has Jesus always been God?
Yes! In some places in the Bible, Jesus is called the Word, like at the beginning of the Gospel of John. “In the  
beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God.” (John 1:1) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did you learn in today’s devotion?
• What’s your favorite part of the Bible?
• What is one verse you can memorize?
• Decide to pick a family verse that could be your theme verse for the rest of the year. 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving the Bible as a road map for my life. I won’t always understand what I’m reading and will 
need Your help. Help me want to learn more about You and help me to find Jesus in the Bible. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God is my Creator.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin 

against you.
- Psalm 119:11 (NLT) -

GOD
IS MY

CREATOR



DAY 1:
Question of the Day: Who is God?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Genesis 1:1–2; Luke 18:27; 1 Timothy 1:17; 1 John 4:8

You have probably heard of Someone named “God.” But who is He? What is He like? How do we learn about Him? 
How do we get to know Him?

The best way to discover more about God and what He’s like is to study His Word, the Bible. Reading the Bible  
teaches us about God. We get to learn who He is and what’s important to Him. We can even learn how to connect 
with Him from people in the Bible who knew Him well. Reading the Bible helps us get a picture of God’s personality. 
The more we understand God, the more we can be like Him!

Studying God’s Word is a lot of fun! There are many great stories of brave heroes, talented artists, and even love. 
Let’s dive into God’s Word and learn about God!

THINK ABOUT IT:
How long has God been around?
God was here before creation. In fact, He’s always existed. (Genesis 1:1)

Who is God?
God is the Creator. (Genesis 1:1)

What does 1 Timothy 1:17 tell us about God?
He deserves glory and honor. He is the King. He never dies. He is the only, true God. (1 Timothy 1:17)

What is God like?
God is love. (1 John 4:8)

Is God like a superhero?
God is better than a superhero because He can do the impossible. (Luke 18:27) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did you learn in today’s devotion?
• What’s your favorite part of the Bible?
• What is one verse you can memorize?
• Decide to pick a family verse that could be your theme verse for the rest of the year. 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving the Bible as a road map for my life. I won’t always understand what I’m reading and will 
need Your help. Help me want to learn more about You and help me to find Jesus in the Bible. Amen.



DAY 2:
Question of the Day: Who created the world?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Genesis 1:1–5

Do you ever look around at our beautiful world and think, Where did it all come from? Or have you ever seen a weird 
animal like an aardvark or a platypus and thought, Who made them? Or do you wonder why all those tiny bugs are 
here? The answer to all of those questions is God! He is the ultimate Creator. God created everything!

That may get you thinking of the next question: How did God create everything? We find the answer to these  
questions in the very first chapter of the very first book of the Bible. Genesis 1 tells us that God has always been here. 
He was here before people, before animals, before everything! Looking at how God took time to create the world 
shows us that God has a plan. He made most of the world by speaking, but He made people by hand! People play a 
special role in God’s creation! Let’s take a closer look at Genesis 1 and see how to answer the following  
questions.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Where did the universe come from?
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1)

What was the earth like before God began creating?
It was formless, empty, and filled with darkness. (Genesis 1:2)

How did God make the world?
He spoke, and the earth was created. (Genesis 1:3) (Optional: Read Genesis 1:6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24)

What was the first thing God created?
Light (Genesis 1:3)

What part did the Holy Spirit have in creation?
The Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. (Genesis 1:2)

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Why do you think God made everything the way He did?
• Look around. What is something you see that God created?
• How would you answer the Question of the Day? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, You are our Creator. Thank You for creating us in a special way. I want to always remember that You have made 
each one of us special. Help us to reflect You, so that others will see You when they look at us. Amen.



DAY 3:
Question of the Day: How did God create the Earth?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Genesis 1:6–25

Making things takes time. If you’re making a cake or building something, there are normally some instructions to 
follow. There are steps that you have to take in a certain order. The only person that knows how to do it without the 
instructions is the one who created it.

As we look at the way God created the Earth, He was like a master chef or a professional builder. He took His time 
and paid attention to every detail.

Can you imagine if God would have made things out of order? What would have happened if He made fish before the 
ocean or monkeys before trees? Things would have gotten very crazy if He created birds before He separated the sky 
from the land. God took His time to make sure that everything was done in the perfect order. He created light  
before there was night. He separated the land from the sea and the sky. He created land and trees. God didn’t  
overlook anything. He didn’t need instructions because He is the master Creator. Let’s take a closer look at exactly 
how God did all this and see if we can answer these questions.

 
THINK ABOUT IT:
What did God do on the third day?
He created dry land and separated it from the sea. He created trees and plants. (Genesis 1:9–12)

What did God create to mark off the seasons, days, and years?
The sun, stars, and moon (Genesis 1:14–17)

On which day did God make the birds and fish?
Day 5 (Genesis 1:20–23)

What did God create on the sixth day?
Animals (Genesis 1:24–25)

What did God think about His creation?
He saw that it was good. (Genesis 1:10, 12, 18, 21, 25) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• How can you see that God paid attention to every detail when He was creating the Earth?
• What do you think that tells us about how God cares for not just the Earth, but for people too?
• What are some ways that we can worship God by paying attention to what we are doing?
• How would you answer the Question of the Day? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, You do everything perfectly. You don’t make mistakes. You do everything on time. That means You made each 
one of us on purpose, and You paid special attention to every part of our lives. Help us to live in a way that brings You 
glory and honor. Amen.



DAY 4:
Question of the Day: How did God make people special?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Genesis 1:26–31; 2:7–9, 18–22

What if you had an unlimited supply of blocks or play dough? You could make anything! What would you make? A 
toy? A city with giant skyscrapers? A science lab where you can create the greatest invention ever made? Maybe your 
very own superhero with an awesome hideout? Or a princess with the most impressive castle? Imagine all the cool 
things you could make. The only limit to your options is your creativity!

Now, think about this: God has an unlimited supply of everything. He is the Creator of the entire universe and  
everything in it. But Genesis 1:26–28 tells us that even though God created many things, He wanted one more,  
special creation. Do you know what it is? People!

God did something very special when He created people. With the same breath that God used to speak and create 
the universe, He breathed life into the first man. I don’t know about you, but when I blow into things they don’t come 
to life! Some things might make noise like a kazoo or get bigger like a balloon, but they don’t start living. God is so 
powerful! He used so much creativity when He created people! Let’s dive back into Genesis and answer these  
questions.

 
THINK ABOUT IT:
How are people different from animals?
God created people in His own image. (Genesis 1:27)

How were people created in the image of God?
People were created with spiritual natures which permit them to reason, make choices, and to know and love God. 
(Genesis 1:27)

How did God create man?
He formed man from the dust of the earth and breathed the breath of life into him. (Genesis 2:7)

How did God create woman?
God made woman out of one of Adam’s ribs. (Genesis 2:21–22

What did God put people in charge of?
“the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild animals on the earth, and the small animals that 
scurry along the ground.” (Genesis 1:26)

How did God feel after He created people on the sixth day of creation?
“God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was very good!” (Genesis 1:31) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What was the most exciting thing you learned in today’s devotion?
• Why do you think God used a different way to make people?
• God made us like Him, and He is creative. What is one way that God has made you creative?
• How would you answer the Question of the Day? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, You are so creative and powerful. You made us so special. You gave us the ability to make choices. Thank You 
for loving us and giving us the choice to love You back. As we go through the day, help us to find ways that we can be 
creative just like You. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
Sin separates me from God.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin 

against you.
- Psalm 119:11 (NLT) -

ADAM 
 AND EVE

SIN



DAY 1:
Question of the Day: What was God’s plan?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Genesis 2:8–17

If you could think of the most perfect house to live in, what would be in it? Would it have a swimming pool with a giant 
water slide? Maybe your perfect house is filled with puppy dogs and trampolines and all the ice cream you can eat. 
Perhaps your dream house has fifty rooms so all of your cousins, grandparents, and family members could all live 
together.

Now think about this: When God created everything He didn’t just stop at making people and animals and the earth. 
God created the most amazing place for Adam and Eve to live—the Garden of Eden. It was filled with beautiful trees 
and delicious fruit. It had everything they would ever need, and God placed them in charge of everything. God even 
spent time with them. He walked with them. God’s plan was to take care of Adam and Eve. He made sure they had 
the most perfect place to live where they could always be close to Him. Let’s look back at God’s plan in Genesis 2 
and find the answers to some questions

THINK ABOUT IT:
What is the name of the Garden where God placed Adam and Eve?
Eden (Genesis 2:8)

What did God place in the middle of the Garden?
Two special trees: The tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. (Genesis 2:9)

What warning did God give to Adam?
Don’t eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. (Genesis 2:17) 14, 20, 24)

What did God say would happen if they ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil?
They would die. (Genesis 2:17) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What are some ways that God takes care of you like He took care of Adam and Eve?
• How can we talk to God today? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, I believe You always have a plan. Even when I can’t see You or know what Your plan is, I can trust that You are 
doing everything for my benefit. You do everything on purpose, and You are always taking care of me. Thank You for 
always being with me. Amen.



DAY 2:
Question of the Day: Do we have a choice to obey?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Genesis 2:15–17; 3:1–6; Psalm 119:11

Have you ever played the game Mother, May I? It’s kind of like a race to get to the leader on the other side of the 
room. Each person takes a turn saying, “Mother, may I …” then you fill in the blank with different options like take 
three steps forward, jump two big jumps, or skip four steps. Then it is up to the leader to either say, “Yes, you may” 
or “No, you may not.” The only hard part to the game is you never know what to ask. It is all a guess to see what the 
leader will let you do or not do.

It’s a good thing for us that God didn’t leave us to guess what we should or shouldn’t do. He gave us the Bible to help 
us understand how to live the life He created us for, a life of love and joy. The Bible is like a road map for our lives. 
That’s why it’s so important to read the Bible. The more we read it, the better we understand His plan for us and how 
to live the good life He wants us to live. We aren’t the only ones that God has given instructions to. As you look at 
Genesis 2 and 3, you can see how God gave Adam and Eve some very specific instructions concerning a special tree 
in the Garden. They didn’t have to guess what they could or could not do. God had already given them the answers. 
Let’s take another look and find the answers to these questions. 

THINK ABOUT IT:
What question did the serpent ask Eve?
“Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the trees in the garden?” (Genesis 3:1)

How did Eve choose to disobey God?
She listened to the serpent instead of God’s instructions (Genesis 3:4–6)

What did Eve think she would get if she ate the fruit?
Wisdom (Genesis 3:6)

What happened when Adam and Eve ate the fruit?
Their eyes were opened and they were ashamed. (Genesis 3:7)

How can we make sure we continually obey God?
Always follow our Faith Verse:
Psalm 119:11 (NLT)
I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Did Adam and Eve have a choice to obey God?
• What is one way you can obey God this week? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, please help me to understand and remember the words of the Bible so that I can always obey You. Give me 
courage and strength to always follow Your commands even when others try to tell me not to. I want to always listen 
to You and obey Your Word. Amen.



DAY 3:
Question of the Day: What happens when we disobey?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Genesis 3:8–24

Have you ever set up a bunch of dominoes in a long line? Maybe you made a long, curvy, snake design, or maybe 
you tried to see how straight of a line you could make. The best part of doing this is when you finally get them all set 
up, you can tap the first one and they all begin to fall down, one after another. Setting them up takes time, and you 
have to be careful about placing them exactly where they should be. If you place one in the wrong spot or bump one 
along the way, they can all fall down. It may not have been what you meant to do, but one mistake can lead to a lot of 
dominoes falling. If you’re quick enough, you can stop them before they all fall. Then you can put them back exactly 
where they should go.

Living for God is kind of like that. It takes time and you have to make sure you are placing yourself exactly where God 
wants you to be. When we choose not to obey, it’s kind of like knocking the dominoes down too soon. There’s always 
a consequence that happens when we don’t obey, and sometimes it affects other things too. Thankfully, God loves 
us and made a way to stop the falling dominoes and put us back exactly where we belong. Let’s take another look 
at what happens when we disobey. We’ll look for God’s first hint of a new plan to put us back where we are meant to 
be—with Him. As you read, look for the answers to these questions.

 
THINK ABOUT IT:
When Adam and Eve sinned, how did God provide them with clothing?
He made them clothing from the skins of animals. (Genesis 3:21)

What were Adam and Eve doing when God came walking through the Garden?
Hiding (Genesis 3:8–10)

How did sin enter the world?
Through the disobedience of Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:1–19; Romans 5:14)

Did God allow Adam and Eve to continue living in Eden?
No, they were not allowed to live there anymore. (Genesis 3:23)

What was God’s first promise of a Savior?
God told the serpent that one of Eve’s descendants would defeat him. (Genesis 3:15) The Spirit of God was hovering 
over the waters. (Genesis 1:2)  

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotional make you think of?
• What happens when we disobey?
• What do you do when you disobey? Do you try and hide it like Adam and Eve? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, please help me to know that when I disobey I can always come back to You. I don’t want to hide, but I want to 
trust that You will forgive me. Help me to be quick to come to You when I need forgiveness. I will do my very best to 
obey You. Amen.



DAY 4:
Question of the Day: How can we hide God’s Word in our heart?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Genesis 3:1–24

In stories, pirates are always searching for treasure maps. Why? Because they know the big red X on the map will 
lead them to a place where amazing things are found. Without a map, they would never find it because treasure is 
often buried deep in the ground. Do you know why treasure is hidden? Because it’s special. It’s important.

Maybe the person who hid it wanted to make sure no one would steal it. They wanted to make sure that if storms 
came, their treasure would still be there. The person who hid it probably did that because they wanted to know it 
would be somewhere safe when they needed it.

When we read God’s Word and take time to memorize it, we are putting His words inside the treasure chest in our 
heart. We are putting them in a safe place. When life gets stormy or the enemy tries to steal our peace or joy, God’s 
Word is in a safe place. It also helps us to obey God. The more we learn God’s Word, the more we know how He 
wants us to live. As we have read about Adam and Eve and their decision not to obey, we have learned why it’s so 
important to hide God’s words in our heart so we won’t sin against Him. As you reread the Bible reading, look for the 
answers to these questions.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What is our Faith Verse?
Psalm 119:11 (NLT)
I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.

What did Eve tell the serpent when he tried to trick her the first time?
She told the serpent exactly what God had told Adam. They could eat from all the trees except for one. 
(Genesis 3:2–3)

When we hide God’s Word in our heart, what does it help us do?
Not sin against God (Psalm 119:11) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What is the most exciting thing you learned in today’s devotion?
• What is one way you can hide God’s Word in your heart?
• What is one verse you are going to memorize this week? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, I’m learning more and more about You. I want Your words to sink deep into my heart. I want to know more about 
You and how I can live for You. The more I learn, the easier it will be for me to obey You. Help me to remember these 
words so I will not sin against You. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God wants me to obey.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin 

against you.
- Psalm 119:11 (NLT) -

NOAH
OBEYS

GOD



DAY 1:
Question of the Day: Can I live for God when no one else does?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Genesis 6:5–13

Think for a moment about your favorite superhero. Why is that superhero your favorite? Maybe you like them  
because they are super strong, incredibly fast, or maybe they can fly. Maybe they are brave in the face of danger, or 
maybe they can lift an entire car. Even though they all have different superpowers, they all have one thing in  
common. They stand up for what is right—even if no one else is. That’s why we call them a “hero.”

God has given us an opportunity to stand for Him and live for Him even when no one around us does. We see an  
example of this when we look at the life of Noah. He was a regular person just like you and me. He loved God in a 
world full of people who didn’t. You might be the only one who loves God in your group of friends or kids in your class. 
God wants you to know that He will help you follow Him even if no one around you is. Let’s take another look at our 
Bible reading for today and answer these questions.

THINK ABOUT IT:
How did God feel about the way people were acting?
God was sorry that He had made people, and their actions broke His heart (Genesis 6:6)

Which man found favor with God (pleased God)?
Noah (Genesis 6:8)

How does the Bible describe Noah?
He was a righteous and blameless man (Genesis 6:9)

Who were the three sons of Noah?
Shem, Ham, Japheth (Genesis 6:10)

When God saw how evil people were living, what did He decide to do?
He decided to destroy all living creatures (Genesis 6:13) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How can you live for God?
• How do you think Noah felt living for God in a world full of people who weren’t living for Him? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, I want to live for You all of my life. I know it won’t always be easy, but with Your help I can do it. Help me to stand 
for what is right even when others don’t. Give me Your strength to do the right thing and help me to find favor with 
You. Amen.



DAY 2:
Question of the Day: Does God use people in His plan?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Genesis 6:14–22; 7:1–8

A freshly baked cake is one of the greatest smells ever. What makes it ever better is when you get to be a part of 
baking it. Has anyone ever asked for your help or let you help them when they were baking? Your job might have 
been cracking the eggs or measuring the flour. Maybe you had the best job and got to lick yummy cake batter off the 
beaters. It’s always fun and special when someone lets us help them do something. Most grownups can do the job 
without us, but it’s because they love and trust us that they let us help.

Noah got to be a part of one of the greatest projects ever. God had seen the way Noah lived, and He knew that He 
could trust Noah. God didn’t need Noah for His plan to come together. We know that God is powerful enough to have 
spoken and made something happen. Still God chose Noah to be a part of His plan. As we look at Noah’s part in 
God’s plan, look for the answers to these questions.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did God tell Noah to do?
Build a large boat (Genesis 6:14)

What animals did God tell Noah to put on the boat?
Every kind (Genesis 6:19–20)

Whom did God spare from the Great Flood?
Noah and his family (Genesis 7:7)

What part of God’s instructions did Noah follow?
He did everything exactly as God had told him to (Genesis 6:22)

How long was the big boat that Noah built?
450 feet long (Genesis 6:15)

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What is the most exciting thing to you about God using people as part of His plan?
• How can God use you? 
• How have you seen God use other people? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, I’m so excited that You use people in your plans! I want to be someone that You can use. Help me to live my life 
the way You want me to. I’ll be ready when You ask me to be a part of what You are doing. Just like Noah, I want my 
answer to be yes and to do everything exactly the way You tell me to. Amen.



DAY 3:
Question of the Day: How does God feel about sin?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Genesis 6:5–7; 7:6–21; 8:13–15; 9:12–16

Have you ever tried to mix oil and water? It just doesn’t work. The oil sticks together and floats on top. Even when 
you shake it together, it moves in blobs. No matter how hard you try, water and oil just don’t mix. God and sin are the 
same way. God is holy. He is perfect. He just doesn’t mix with sin. Sin separates people from God, and that’s why it 
breaks His heart.

We have read that there was a big problem with sin in the world. Everywhere God looked people were doing evil, 
but not Noah. God was so sad that sin was everywhere, but He had a plan to save Noah and his family. Through the 
Flood, God kept Noah safe and gave us a promise of hope for the future. Take your time as you read this story. Look 
for examples of the ways God took care of Noah. Look for God’s promise. And look for the answers to these  
questions.

 
THINK ABOUT IT:
How old was Noah when he entered the boat?
Six hundred (600) years old (Genesis 7:6)

When the Flood came, how long did it rain?
Forty (40) days and nights (Genesis 7:12)

What kind of thoughts did the sinful people on earth have?
Everything they thought and imagined was consistently and totally evil. (Genesis 6:5)

What was the meaning of the first rainbow?
It was God’s promise that the world would never again be destroyed by a flood. (Genesis 9:15)

How long was Noah on the boat with his family and the animals?
About one year (Genesis 8:13–14) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How does God feel about sin?
• How does sin affect our relationship with God? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, I know that I’m not perfect, but You are. I need Your help, because I don’t want to live a life full of sin. I want to 
live a life like Noah, one that is righteous and blameless. I don’t want sin to separate me from You. I want to be close 
to You forever. Help me to obey You. Amen.



DAY 4:
Question of the Day: How does it feel to ask for forgiveness?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Psalm 51:1–14

Have you ever had someone apologize to you but you just knew it wasn’t real? Maybe they hurt you or cheated at 
something you were doing together. Maybe a parent or teacher sent them over to say they were sorry to you. But they 
barely said it loud enough for you to hear. They didn’t look you in the eye or take the time to hear your response. They 
might have even gone right back to doing the same thing they were doing before. There’s a big difference 
between that and a real apology. A real apology is when someone tells you they are sorry for what they did, that they 
will try not to do it again, and that they really care about your feelings.

The truth is we will all mess up sometimes. We all sin. No one is perfect. But when we do sin, it’s important to mean 
it when we ask God to forgive us. He loves us so much and will forgive us when we ask. We can show Him our love 
by meaning what we say when we ask Him for forgiveness and changing the way we act so that we don’t do it again. 
Today’s Bible reading is an example of a king asking God for forgiveness for something he had done that was wrong. 
The king knew how much God loved him and how special it is to be forgiven by God. Take a few moments to look at 
this song he wrote and answer these questions.

 
THINK ABOUT IT:
When we sin, whom have we disobeyed?
God (Psalm 51:4)

What kind of heart can God create in us?
A clean heart (Psalm 51:10)

When God forgives our sin, what does it do to us?
It makes us pure and clean from sin. (Psalm 51:7)

What should we feel when God forgives us?
Joy (Psalm 51:12)

What does God desire?
Honesty (Psalm 51:6) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How does it make you feel to be truly sorry for something you have done wrong?
• How does it feel when you know that God has forgiven you? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, please show me any part of my life that isn’t the way You want it to be. Please forgive me for any sins that I have 
done. Thank You for loving and forgiving me. Help me to show forgiveness to people around me. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
I can trust God.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
God will make this happen, for he who calls you is faithful.

- 1 Thessalonians 5:24 (NLT) -

ABRAHAM 
 AND ISAAC
TRUST GOD



DAY 1:
Question of the Day: Is it hard to wait for God’s promise?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Genesis 17:17, 21; 18:1–15; 21:1–7

Waiting for Christmas morning might be the hardest thing ever. For weeks, we see reminders of Christmas  
everywhere—in the stores we visit, the commercials we see on television, the houses we see decorated with lights, 
and the Christmas music we hear everywhere. For months, the excitement is building. Even though it might feel like it 
takes forever for Christmas Day to arrive, we all know that finally it will be time—time for the songs, time for the  
presents, time to celebrate the birth of Jesus.

Now imagine if someone had an amazing gift for you and they kept telling you it was going to come, but you didn’t 
know when or where or even how it was going to get to you. Would that drive you crazy? You might even give up on 
waiting. That’s how Sarah felt in today’s Bible reading. She didn’t believe what she had heard. But Sarah had  
overlooked one important thing. It was God who had made the promise to her. When God gives us a promise, it might 
take longer than we want and it might feel like we are waiting forever. But, we can have faith and trust that He will do 
what He has said He will do. As we discover God’s faithfulness in today’s Bible reading, look for the answers to these 
questions.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What promise did God give to Abraham and Sarah?
In about a year, Sarah would have a son. (Genesis 18:10, 14)

What did Sarah do when God told her she was going to have a baby?
She laughed (Genesis 17:10–12)

What was the name of the son born to Abraham and Sarah?
Isaac (Genesis 21:1–3)

Why did Sarah not believe the promise?
Because she was old in age (Genesis 18:12)

How old were Abraham and Sarah when Isaac was born?
Abraham was one hundred and Sarah was ninety years old. (Genesis 17:17, 21; 21:1–5) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How does it feel to wait for things?
• What can you do while you are waiting to show that you trust God?
• What is a promise God has made to you? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God,please help me to trust Your promises and to believe that You will do everything you have promised. I will trust 
You, even while I’m waiting. Amen.



DAY 2:
Question of the Day: How do you obey God when He asks you to do something hard?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Genesis 12:3; 22:1–18

Think about your favorite thing. Your favorite thing might be a toy or a book you can’t stop reading. It might even be 
a special piece of jewelry or a signed sports jersey. You’re probably really careful about the way you treat it and you 
keep it in a spot where you won’t lose it or it won’t get broken. It might even be something that you only use on  
special days. This could even be something that you worked a really long time to save enough money to buy it.

Now imagine if someone asked you to get rid of that thing. How hard would that be? Would you argue with them and 
tell them all the reasons you need to keep it? Would you run away and hide it? Would you hold on to it and tell them 
no?

Abraham was faced with a very difficult thing to do. God had told him to do something that was very hard, but  
Abraham trusted that God had a plan. He trusted that God loved him, and that He would make everything work out 
for the best. Abraham chose to obey God even though it was a really hard thing to do, and in doing so, he passed this 
test of faith! Take a few minutes to look back at today’s Bible reading and find the answers to these questions.
.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What was God testing in Abraham?
Abraham’s faith (Genesis 22:1)

What did God tell Abraham to do?
Go to Moriah and sacrifice his son Isaac. (Genesis 22:2)

When Isaac asked what the sacrifice would be, what did Abraham say that God would provide?
“God will provide a sheep.” (Genesis 22:8)

What did God provide for Abraham to sacrifice?
A ram, a male sheep, for the sacrifice (Genesis 22:13)

What promise did God make to Abraham?
God promised Abraham that through his seed [descendant] all the earth would be blessed (Genesis 12:3) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Have you ever faced a situation when it was hard to obey?
• How can you trust God even when it’s hard? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, obeying isn’t always easy. Sometimes it’s hard to do the things You tell me to do. I might be scared of what  
other people will think or say. I need Your help. I want to be full of faith and trust that Your plans are always good. Help 
me to always obey You. Amen.



DAY 3:
Question of the Day: Is it hard to trust God?

READ ABOUT IT:
Genesis 18:1–15; 21:1–7; 22:1–18

Has anyone every promised you something? It could be something big or something small. Maybe they told you they 
would do something for you or take you somewhere fun. But when it was time to go, they forgot or couldn’t do it  
anymore. They broke their promise. How did that make you feel? You may have felt disappointed or like they had lied 
to you. You had your hopes up, you had trusted them, and they let you down.

Have you ever made a promise to someone? Maybe it was even a serious promise. You know the kind—a “pinky 
promise.” It might have been to a friend at school, or even to your mom or dad. Maybe you promised that they could 
have your toy if they beat you in a game. You might have promised that you’d clean your room if your parents let you 
stay up a little bit later.

What would happen if you didn’t keep your promise? The next time you made them a promise, they wouldn’t believe 
you. A promise is only as good as our willingness to do what we have promised. If you don’t hold up your end, it’s just 
a wishful story.

It’s a very good thing that God always keeps His promises to us. It might take longer than we would like or require us 
to do some crazy things along the way, but His promises are always true. Throughout Abraham’s life, he learned that 
God always keeps His promises. Let’s look back at this passage of the Bible reading again and see what it was like 
for Abraham to trust God.

 
THINK ABOUT IT:
What promises did God make to Abraham and Sarah?
Sarah would have a son, and their descendants would be more than the stars in the sky and sand on the shore.  
(Genesis 18:10; 22:17)

When did God’s promise of a son come true?
At the exact time God said it would. (Genesis 21:2)

What did Abraham name the place where God provided the ram?
Yahweh-Yireh, which means “the Lord will provide.” This shows us that Abraham trusted God, even when it was hard. 
(Genesis 22:14)

How did Sarah feel after Isaac was born?
She was happy and filled with joy. It was hard to believe that she could have a baby at her age, but she knew this 
would bring joy to her and others. They would laugh with her. (Genesis 21:6–7)
 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What is the hardest part about trusting?
• How do we know we can trust God?
• What can we do to help others know they can trust us? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for Your promises in my life. Thank You for the Bible that teaches me that I can always trust You. Help 
me to be more like You. Help me to be someone that others can trust. I love You. Amen.



DAY 4:
Question of the Day: Do others always understand what God is asking you to do?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Proverbs 3:5–6; 1 Thessalonians 5:24

Have you ever looked at a picture from really close up? If you haven’t, grab a picture and put it so it’s touching your 
nose. Now try to look at everything in that picture. It’s impossible! Some things even look a little blurry. When it’s that 
close to our face, we can’t see everything in the picture. But when we pull the picture back we can start to see other 
things we couldn’t see before. The further away we move the picture, the more we can see.

We can only see a moment in our lives, the very minute we are in. We know what has happened in the past, but we 
don’t know for sure what will happen tomorrow, next week, or even in the next five minutes. There’s only One who can 
see everything that has ever happened and ever will—God. He sees everything. He is everywhere all the time. He’s 
the only One not bound by space or time or anything. When God tells us to do something, it may not always make 
sense to us. But we can trust God because He sees everything. Our verses today help us understand that. As you 
read them, think about these questions and look for the answers.

THINK ABOUT IT:
How can we determine God’s will for our lives?
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and he 
will show you which path to take.” (Proverbs 3:5–6)

What do we mean when we say that God is omniscient?
God is all-wise and all-knowing.

What do we mean when we say that God is omnipresent?
God is everywhere at the same time.

How can we trust that God will do what He says He will?
1 Thessalonians 5:24, “God will make this happen, for he who calls you is faithful.”

What should we do when we don’t understand why God is telling us to do something?
Trust Him. (Proverbs 3:5–6) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about? How does it feel to know that we can always trust God? 
• Has there ever been a time that God has asked you to do something that others didn’t understand? 
• What’s one way you can trust God this week? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, I’m so glad I don’t have to know all the answers because You know everything. Help me to trust You to take care 
of everything in my life. Even when I don’t understand, I will trust You because You are faithful. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God’s plan is always best.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
God will make this happen, for he who calls you is faithful.

- 1 Thessalonians 5:24 (NLT) -

JACOB, ESAU,
AND

GOD’S PLAN



DAY 1:
Question of the Day: Does God answer our prayers?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Genesis 24:67; 25:19–26

Have you ever tried to put together a really hard puzzle? Maybe you’ve tried building one of those huge Lego sets 
with a lot of pieces. It could be really hard to do that all by yourself. You might have even been at the point of almost 
being done and realized a piece was missing. It can be really frustrating to get so far along and have done everything 
you knew how to do and still couldn’t finish it.

That is usually the point where we start to ask for help. In today’s Bible reading, that is exactly how Isaac felt. He 
loved God and was following after Him. Isaac was married and desperately wanted a family. There was nothing left 
that he could do to complete his picture of what a family should look like. That’s when he chose to ask God for help. 
Isaac prayed and God answered his prayer. God gave him even more than he expected. Imagine how different things 
might have been if Isaac had prayed to God first. Imagine how much easier it would be for us to put together those 
hard things if we asked for help before it got too frustrating. The great thing is we can trust that God’s plan is always 
best. We know that He answers our prayers! Take a few minutes to look back at today’s Bible reading and answer 
these questions together.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Who was Issac’s dad?
Abraham (Genesis 25:19)

Who was Isaac’s wife?
Rebekah (Genesis 24:67)

Who were the twin sons of Isaac and Rebekah?
Esau and Jacob (Genesis 25:20–26)

What did Esau look like when he was born?
He was very red and covered with thick hair like a fur coat. (Genesis 25:25)

What was Jacob holding on to when he was born?
Esau’s heel (Genesis 25:26) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What is a prayer that God has answered for you?
• How does it feel to know that God answered your prayers?
• What is something you are praying for God to answer now? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for caring about me and the things that matter to me. I’m so glad that I can trust You with my needs 
and know that you will answer them when the time is right. Help me to trust that Your plan is the best plan. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day:  Does God know the plan from the beginning?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Genesis 27:1–27, 30–38, 41

What’s the first thing that you think about when you hear the word “train”? Maybe you thought of Thomas the Tank 
Engine. Maybe you think of the sound a train makes when it’s roaring down the tracks or a train’s loud whistle. Maybe 
you remember being on your way somewhere but you had to stop because the railroad crossing’s blinking lights came 
on the and the big red and white arms lowered in front of your car. All of these things are related to a train.
But you might not have thought of the bolts and screws that hold a train engine all together, or the exact number of 
spikes that hold the train tracks together. There’s a lot of parts that have to be in place before that train can come 
flying down the tracks.

Imagine if all the trains started at the same time, but no one had planned out exactly where they were going or how 
fast they should travel. They could all come to a crashing stop. The same thing is true with the life of Jacob and ours. 
Even before Jacob’s birth, God knew that one day he would rule over his older brother. In today’s Bible reading, we 
can see exactly how that happened. It didn’t matter that his father favored his brother or that his mother was looking 
out for him. What mattered was that God had a plan for Jacob’s life, something that He created specifically for him. 
God has something planned just for you. He’s thought of every detail, He knows every part that needs to take place, 
and He is taking the time to make sure that it’s perfect just for you. Take some time today to look for the answers to 
these questions in today’s Bible reading.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did Isaac want Esau to do before Jacob would give him the blessing?
To go out and hunt, then come back and make his dad’s favorite dish. (Genesis 27:2–4)

Who warned Jacob about what was going to happen?
His mom, Rebekah. (Genesis 27:6–7)

How did Jacob trick his father?
He put on Esau’s clothes, wrapped fur around his neck and arms, and gave Isaac the meal Rebekah had cooked. 
(Genesis 27:14–18)

How did Jacob obtain the blessing of the firstborn son instead of Esau?
By making his father, Isaac, think he was Esau (Genesis 27:1–27)

What blessing did Isaac give to Jacob?
That Jacob would rule over his brothers and Isaac guaranteed him an abundance. (Genesis 27:37) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How can you trust God’s plan even when it doesn’t look like it’s going to happen? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, it’s not always easy to trust when I can’t see how things are going to turn out. Help me to trust Your plans that 
You have for me and to believe that Your way is best. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: What are God’s plans for me?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Jeremiah 1:5–8; 29:11–13

What is your favorite dessert? It might be warm chocolate chip cookies that your mom makes or a special cake that 
your grandma makes a few times a year. Maybe it’s a giant banana split with sprinkles, candy, and extra cherries 
on top that your dad secretly adds just for you! This is the kind of dessert that you don’t get every day, the one that 
makes you the most excited. It’s the dessert that you make sure you have room for, because you don’t want to get too 
full on other stuff and miss out. It might be something that you only get on special occasions, and you look forward to 
it being made for you.

The best part of those special desserts is that as excited as you are to eat them, the person who made it is just as 
excited for you to get to eat it. From the time that they are buying the ingredients, measuring, and putting it all  
together, they are looking forward to the moment that you’ll get to enjoy it all. Finally you take that first bite and a huge 
smile covers your face. Then this is the moment that they were waiting for.

Just like this, from the moment you were formed in your mother, God has been preparing you. He set everything in 
place, so that you wouldn’t miss out on the incredible things that He was creating you for. As you grow and learn more 
about Him, you will draw closer to Him. God is smiling and excited for you to do the very thing that He has  
created you to do. It will be so much better than ice cream or cookies, because God’s plan for you is more than 
perfect—God’s plan for you is the best! Take a few minutes and look over today’s Bible verses again, then answer 
these questions.

THINK ABOUT IT:
How long has God known you?
Before He formed you (Jeremiah 1:5)

What did God say to do if you feel too young?
Don’t be afraid. He’s with you. (Jeremiah 1:7–8)

Does God guess at the plans for your life?
No, He knows the plans He has for you. (Jeremiah 29:11)

What kind of plans does God have for you?
Good ones—plans to give you a future and a hope. (Jeremiah 29:11)

What promise does God give us when we pray?
He will listen. When you seek Him with all of your heart, He will be found by you. (Jeremiah 29:12–13) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How does it feel to know that God has known you since before you were born?
• Isn’t it awesome to know that His plans for you are good?
• How can you see God this week? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for making me. I’m excited about the plans You have for me and my life. Thank You for listening to my 
prayers. Help me to seek You with all of my heart so that You can be found by me. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: How can I trust God’s plan?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Genesis 25:27–34; 27:1–38

Nothing is worse than when someone breaks their promise, especially when you hold up your end of the deal.  
Imagine that you traded your older brother, sister, or cousin your most favorite thing—a toy or video game—for an  
invitation to their birthday party at a super cool water park. They weren’t going to invite younger kids to come, but they 
promised you a spot as long as you let them have that favorite thing. So you gave it to them. They didn’t tell anyone 
else about their promise to you.

When it came time for the party, everyone got their invitation except you. You’d probably be pretty disappointed and 
maybe even upset. After all, they had promised and you had already given them the thing they wanted.

In today’s Bible story, we read how this was about to happen to Jacob. From the very beginning God had a plan for 
his life. In fact, Esau had already traded Jacob his birthright to help this plan take place. When it came time for their 
dad to pass out blessings though, Jacob tricked his way into getting that as well. Through these Bible verses, we are 
reminded that God’s plan is always the best plan. Nothing can get in His way. Take a few minutes to look at the  
questions and find the answers together.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did Esau trade to Jacob?
His birthright [the right of leadership in the family and the continuing of God’s promise to Abraham]  
(Genesis 25:29–34)

What did Jacob give to Esau in exchange for his birthright?
Lentil stew and bread (Genesis 25:34)

What did Isaac tell Esau when he asked about the blessing he had already given to Jacob?
It must still stand. (Genesis 27:33)

What did Isaac say would happen to those who cursed Jacob and to those that blessed him?
Those who cursed Jacob would be cursed and those who blessed him would be blessed. (Genesis 27:29)

What did Esau do when he found out that the blessing had already been given?
He let out a loud cry and asked his father to bless him too. (Genesis 27:34) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Has anyone ever tried to break a deal that they had made with you?
• How did that make you feel? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You that I can trust Your plans. I’m so glad that You always keep Your promises. Help me to know that You 
always have me in mind and that Your plan is best. I love You. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God helps me forgive.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
God will make this happen, for he who calls you is faithful.

- 1 Thessalonians 5:24 (NLT) -

JOSEPH
FORGIVES HIS 

BROTHERS



DAY 1
Question of the Day: What does it mean to really forgive someone?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Genesis 50:15–21

Has anyone ever hurt your feelings or made you sad? Maybe they called you a mean name, or said they didn’t want 
to be your friend anymore. They might have said you can’t play with them, but they let others and it made you feel 
angry or left out. When someone does something mean to us, it can sometimes leave a mark on us—not one that you 
can see with your eyes, but one you can feel on the inside. The next time you are around them, they might say they 
are sorry. You might say something like, “It’s okay” or “I forgive you.” Even though you might say those words, you 
might spend a lot of time remembering what they did to you when you are together.

It’s kind of like putting a little bandage on a giant cut. It doesn’t really make it better; it just covers it up. Every time we 
look at or bump the cut, it reminds us of how bad it hurt. Sometimes cuts can’t heal on their own, and we have to go 
to a doctor and let the doctor sew it up.

As long as we hold onto unforgiveness, it keeps those marks on us on the inside and we feel that pain. But when we 
really forgive someone, we choose not to feel the hurt anymore and not to remind them of what they’ve done.  
Choosing to forgive is more than just covering it up with a bandage. It’s letting yourself actually heal. In today’s story, 
we read all about this with Joseph and his brothers. Joseph didn’t just say the words, “I forgive you.” But he meant 
what he said and showed them great kindness. As you read today’s Bible verses, there’s a lot about forgiveness. Take 
a few minutes to look over the verses and see if you can find these answers together.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Why were Joseph’s brothers afraid?
They were afraid Joseph would pay them back for the bad things they had done to him. (Genesis 50:15)

What did their father tell them to say to Joseph?
“Please forgive your brothers for the great wrong they did to you.” (Genesis 50:16)

What did Joseph tell his brothers?
Not to be afraid of him (Genesis 50:19)

What did God do with the brother’s bad feelings and actions toward Joseph?
. God turned it for good and positioned Joseph to save many people (Genesis 50:20)

What did Joseph do for his brothers?
He took care of his brothers and their children (Genesis 50:21) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How does it feel when someone does something mean to you?
• Is it easy or hard to forgive?
• What is a time that you’ve forgiven someone? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, showing forgiveness isn’t always easy. I don’t want to carry around unforgiveness in my heart. Please help to 
forgive those who hurt me—not just say it but to really forgive them. Heal my heart of any hurts that I have. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: Why should I forgive others?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Matthew 18:21–35

Think about something you want a lot. Maybe you went to the store and saw the latest video game or craft kit, and 
you just had to have it! There’s only one problem—you don’t have enough money to buy it. So you go home and 
start doing chores and extra things around the house. Maybe you even ask some neighbors if they have anything 
you could do to earn some extra money. You work and work, but you still didn’t have quite enough. So you ask your 
parents or grandparents if you can borrow some money, and they say yes.

Now you have exactly what you need and everything is awesome! Until you remember that you already owed them. 
Now you have worked for weeks and it feels like it will take you forever to pay them back. What would you do if they 
said, “You don’t have to worry about it anymore. I’ll forget about what you owe.” You would probably be super excited! 
You’d hug them and be really grateful. Then something bad happens to the special thing that you worked so hard for. 
It gets broken or lost or stops working. How would you feel after how you had worked so hard for it?

In today’s Bible reading, Jesus taught us about a man who forgot what it was like to have someone erase what he 
owed. Today we learned that we should forgive because God forgives us. When we choose not to forgive, God won’t 
forgive us either. This is a great reminder that we should forgive others just as God forgives us. Pause together and 
look back at today’s verses and see if you can find the answers to these questions.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What question did Peter ask Jesus?
He wanted to know how many times to forgive someone (Matthew 18:21)

How many times did Jesus say we should forgive?
Seventy times seven, which basically means many times. (Matthew 18:22)

What did the king do to the man who couldn’t pay back his debt?
He had pity for him, released him, and forgave his debt. (Matthew 18:27)

What did the man do to his fellow servant who owed him money?
He grabbed him by the throat and demanded he pay. When the fellow servant couldn’t pay, he had him thrown jail. 
(Matthew 18:28–30)

What happened when the king found out that the man didn’t forgive his fellow servant?
The king became angry and threw the man in jail too. (Matthew 18:32–34) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Has someone ever forgiven you?
• How did that make you feel?
• How does it feel when someone won’t forgive you? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, I want to be like You and show forgiveness to others. Help me to remember everything that You’ve done for me, 
and to love others as You do. Help me to forgive them when they are mean to me or hurt me, just like You have forgiv-
en me. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: How can I forgive?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Matthew 5:23–26; 6:14; 18:15–17

Think back to the last time you saw an ambulance on its way to an emergency. You probably heard it before you ever 
saw it. Most likely you heard the siren and saw the flashing lights. The ambulance driver may have even been  
honking the horn as the ambulance made its way through an intersection. When the lights and sirens are going full 
blast, you know that means one thing—they are in a hurry. Everyone who learns to drive learns this important rule: 
When an ambulance, fire truck, or police car has its lights and sirens on, get out of the way. That means pull your car 
over to the side and clear a path for the emergency vehicle to get through.

Do you know why that’s a law? It became a law to cut the time it takes emergency workers to get to the person who is 
in trouble.

Today in the verses we read, Jesus was talking about something that needed to be done quickly. He was talking 
about the importance of forgiving quickly. Jesus said that we can take the first step toward forgiving someone by 
going straight to the person and talking about the problem. Jesus knew that the longer we hold on to unforgiveness, 
the worse it gets for us. Take a look back at today’s Bible reading, think about what you’ve read and answer these 
questions together.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What should you do if you remember someone has done something bad to you, or you’ve done  
something to hurt them?
Go and be reconciled [make up with them]. (Matthew 5:23–24)

Should you wait a long time to settle your problems?
No, you should do it quickly. (Matthew 5:25)

If someone hurts your feelings, should you tell them?
Yes, you should go to them, try to talk about it and settle the problem. (Matthew 18:15)

What if going to the other person one-on-one doesn’t work?
The Bible tells us to try again and bring one or two others with us. (Matthew 18:16)

What promise does God give us if we forgive others?
He will forgive us. (Matthew 6:14) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What does it feel like to hold on to unforgiveness?
• How did it feel when you finally forgive someone? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for teaching us how to forgive. Help me to always be quick to make things right when I’ve hurt  
someone and even quicker to forgive others. I don’t want to hold on unforgiveness ever again. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: Does forgiveness help others?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Luke 19:1–10

There is something really cool about a chameleon. You may have learned about these at school before, read about 
them in a book, or seen them at the zoo. They are lizards, but not just any kind of lizards. These are lizards that can 
change color. They can go from green, to brown, to a shade of pink. They can be dark or light in color. They are pretty 
amazing to see. They change color based on who they are around.

The same thing is true for us when it comes to forgiveness. The more time we spend with God and learn about how 
He has forgiven us, the more we become like Him and offer forgiveness to others.

In today’s Bible reading, we read all about a man who was radically changed when Jesus came to visit him. After 
Zacchaeus came into contact with Jesus, his life changed. Jesus came to save people like Zacchaeus who had done 
wrong and needed forgiveness. We can help others who need forgiveness by telling them about Jesus. And when 
we offer forgiveness to others, it can also help them see a little bit of Jesus in us that could help them find Him. Take 
some time to reread today’s Bible reading and answer these questions together.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Who did Jesus meet in Jericho?
Zacchaeus (Luke 19:2)

Why couldn’t Zacchaeus see Jesus?
He was too short so he climbed a tree. (Luke 19:1–4)

What did Jesus tell Zacchaeus to do?
To come down because Jesus was going to his house. (Luke 19:5)

Why did people not like Zacchaeus?
Because they believed he was a sinner—a person who did wrong things. (Luke 19:7)

What did Zacchaeus do after he spent time with Jesus?
He promised to give half of his wealth to the poor and pay back four times the amount if he had cheated anyone out 
of their own money. (Luke 19:8) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about forgiveness?
• How has your life changed because Jesus has forgiven you?
• Have you ever asked Jesus to forgive you for your sins? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for making a way for me to receive forgiveness. I believe that Jesus died on the cross and rose again. 
I believe He is preparing a place in heaven for me. Please forgive my sins and help me to forgive others too. I will do 
my very best to live for You. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God is always with me.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
God will make this happen, for he who calls you is faithful.

- 1 Thessalonians 5:24 (NLT) -

MOSES AND
THE BURNING 

BUSH



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Where is God when I need Him?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Exodus 3:1–20

Shadows are pretty amazing. Anything that light hits can cast a shadow—your dog, a bike, and even the basketball 
goal in your driveway. One of the fun ways to play with shadows is to make shadow puppets with your hands. All it 
takes is a dark room and a flashlight. In seconds, you can go from having two hands to having a bird fly across your 
wall or a dog barking. You’ve probably noticed that on a sunny day you have a shadow. Sometimes your shadow 
looks bigger than you or smaller depending on the position of the sun in the sky.

One thing is true though—your shadow never gets left behind. It always goes with you, wherever you go. Wherever 
you are, that’s where your shadow is too. In today’s Bible reading, we read about a time when Moses wasn’t sure 
about the thing God was asking Him to do. But God gave Moses a promise that He would be with him. Just like your 
shadow is always with you, God promised Moses that He would be there too. And God is way better than a shadow 
that follows you around all day. Look and see if you can find the answers to today’s questions in the verses you just 
read.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Where did the angel of the LORD appear and God speak to Moses out of the burning bush?
Mount Horeb [Mount Sinai] (Exodus 3:1–2)

What did God tell Moses to do when he tried to come closer to the bush?
To take off his shoes because he was on holy ground. (Exodus 3:5)

What promise did God make to Moses at the burning bush?
That God would rescue the Children of Israel out of Egypt (Exodus 3:8)

What did God tell Moses when he was questioning why he was the one who should go tell Pharaoh?
God said that He would be with Moses. (Exodus 3:12)

What did God tell Moses to say if the Israelites asked who sent him?
“I Am has sent me to you.” (Exodus 3:14) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How can we know that God is always with us?
• How do you feel knowing that God is with you when you need Him? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for always being with me. You are there when I need help, when I’m in trouble, and when life is good. 
I can always count on You. Thank You for loving me like You do. Amen. 



DAY 2
Question of the Day: Where is God when I’m scared?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Exodus 12:3–11, 28–31; 14:13–31

Have you ever done a “trust fall”? They can be a lot of fun and sometimes a little scary. When doing a trust fall,  
someone you trust stands a few feet behind you. Then you just lean back, while staying as stiff as you can and fall. 
The person behind you has a very important job. They must catch you before you hit the ground. When you fall in a 
trust fall, there’s no going back, no way to stop the fall. You have to commit fully and just let yourself fall. Even though 
you trust them and know they will catch you, there is still this second or two when you think, Oh no! I’m falling. If you 
really trust this person and they love you, they will do everything they can to protect you because they know you’ve 
put your trust in them. They don’t want to see you get hurt.

The same thing is true with God. When you put your complete trust in Him, He will always watch over you. There may 
be brief moments in your life when you get scared, but you can trust that God is right there with you. He will always be 
with you, just as He was with Moses and the Israelites in today’s Bible reading. They were scared. They were  
really scared, but God protected them and made a way for them to be safe. He knew there was no turning around, 
and He had their back. Today’s Bible verses help us to remember that when we are scared, God is with us and can 
help us through anything. Take a look at these questions and see if you can find the answers in the story.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What feast did God establish to remember the Israelites’ deliverance from Egypt?
Passover [Unleavened Bread] (Exodus 12:11)

What did Pharaoh do the night the Israelites celebrated Passover?
He called for Moses and Aaron, and he told them to leave Egypt and take the rest of the Israelites with them.  
(Exodus 12:31)

By what miracle did Israel leave the land of Egypt?
The parting of the sea [Red Sea] (Exodus 14:13–22)

What happened to the Egyptians who tried to follow the Israelites through the Red Sea?
They all drowned. (Exodus 14:23–28)

How did the Israelites feel after God saved them?
They were filled with awe (amazement) at how powerful God was. (Exodus 14:31) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• As you read today’s devotion, how did that make you feel?
• Where is God when you’re scared?
• What is something you can do to remember God is with you the next time you are scared? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, sometimes I get scared but I’m thankful that I can trust that You are always with me. Help me to remember how 
big and powerful You are, so that if I am afraid I will turn to You. I’m so glad that You are always with me. Amen. 



DAY 3
Question of the Day: Where is God when I don’t know what to do?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Exodus 13:17–22

Follow the Leader sounds like a really simple game. The whole idea of the games is to follow the person who is the 
leader. If the leader jumps, you jump. If they flap their arms like a chicken, you flap your arms like a chicken. If they 
sing “Do You Want to Build a Snowman” in a whisper voice, you guessed it! You sing “Do You Want to Build a  
Snowman” in a whisper voice too. You can do it in a big crowd with someone on a stage, or you can do it in a line. 
Now, the version with the person on the stage is much easier because everyone can see the leader. If you play the 
game in a line, you have to pay a lot more attention because the further back you are, the harder it is to see the  
leader. So if the leader jumps, you have to hope that everyone is playing attention, because you will do what they do 
and go where they go. If they aren’t paying attention, you won’t have an idea what to do or where to go.

You can see how the line version could get real crazy real fast. If you aren’t careful, you can wind up lost and not 
knowing what to do. The Israelites could have been lost really quickly out in the wilderness if God hadn’t given them 
a way to know exactly what to do. As we read the Bible verses today, we can see that God made sure the Israelites 
knew exactly what to do and where to go. God went with them. He was with them the whole time, making sure they 
knew what to do! This reminds us that when we don’t know what to do, God will show us because He is always with 
us. Take a look at these questions and see if you can find the answers in the verses that you read today.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Who was leading the Israelites?
God. (Exodus 13:17)

How did God lead the Israelites to the Red Sea?
A roundabout way through the wilderness (Exodus 13:18)

What did God use to guide them during the day?
A pillar of cloud (Exodus 13:21)

How did God guide them at night?
God led them with a pillar of fire. (Exodus 13:21)

Did God ever remove these helps from the Israelites?
No, God did not remove the pillar of cloud or pillar of fire from its place in front of the people during this part of their 
journey. (Exodus 13:22) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Have you ever been in a situation where you didn’t know what to do?
• How does it make you feel to know that you can ask God for help and He will be with you to lead you? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for always being with me. I know there will be times when I won’t know what to do, but I’m so glad that 
I can trust You to lead me in the right way. Help me to follow You, wherever You lead me. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: How can I thank God for always being with me?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Exodus 19:1–9; 20:1–20; Ephesians 6:2–3

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory is an incredible story about a young boy who won a trip to a chocolate factory for a 
tour. All of the children on the tour are given very specific instructions, but the other children choose not to follow the 
rules. Sadly, they are kicked off of the tour one by one and the Oompa Loompas sing about them as they leave.  
Charlie is the only one who honored the rules set by the factory owner, Mr. Wonka. Charlie’s prize was much greater 
than just finishing the tour—his prize was that he would be Mr. Wonka’s successor. That meant he would take over 
the factory when Mr. Wonka left. Because Charlie chose to follow the instructions that were left for him, Mr. Wonka 
knew that he could trust Charlie with his most important possession, his chocolate factory.

In a similar way, God laid out some very specific instruction for Moses and the Israelites to follow. God knew that we 
would need help about how to live our lives, so He gave us instructions to help guide us in how to live. Because God 
is good, He wants His people to try their best and do what is right and good. When we choose to follow His  
commands, we are showing God that we want to live His way and that we know His way is best! In fact when we live 
a life that honors God, we are actually thanking Him for always being with us, and showing Him how much He means 
to us. Let’s take a closer look at the Ten Commandments and the verses we read today, and look for the answers to 
these questions.

THINK ABOUT IT:
On what mountain did God give Moses the Ten Commandments?
Mount Sinai (Exodus 19:1–3)

Which is the first of the Ten Commandments?
“You must not have any other god but me” (Exodus 20:3).

In which book and chapter of the Bible do we find the first record of the Ten Commandments?
Exodus 20

What did Paul call “the first commandment with a promise”?
Honor your father and your mother. (Exodus 20:12; Ephesians 6:2–3)

Which of the Ten Commandments deals with taking something that belongs to someone else?
“You must not steal.” (Exodus 20:15) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What is a way that you can honor God this week?
• How can you show God how much you love Him?
• What is one thing you are going to do this week to thank God for always being with you? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, I want to live in a way that honors You. I’m so thankful that You chose to be with me all the time. I want to be 
someone that follows You. Thank You for helping us know how to live. Sometimes it’s hard to the right thing, so please 
give me the strength to do the things You to tell me to. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God saves me.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
The LORD directs the steps of the godly. He delights in  

every detail of their lives.
- Psalm 37:23 (NLT) -

THE 
EXODUS 

FROM EGYPT



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Does God do things differently than you would?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Exodus 12:3–11; 13:17–18; 14:1–4

Have you ever had a day where it seemed like nothing went the way you had planned or hoped it would? For  
example, you have been waiting over a month to go to the zoo. You wake up early to get ready. You try to get 
dressed, but you can’t find any of your shorts so you are stuck wearing jeans. You get in the car, but there is tons of 
traffic on the way to the zoo. You finally get to the zoo and then raindrops start to fall and you left your umbrella at 
home. It seems like nothing went the way you expected.

That’s probably how the Israelites felt when God led them through the wilderness on a detour toward the Red Sea. 
They didn’t understand why, but God had an amazing plan of His own that they couldn’t see just yet. When your day 
doesn’t go the way you planned, always remember that God is in control and knows just what you need.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Why did God not lead the Israelites on the main road that runs through Philistine territory even though it was 
the shortest route to the Promised Land?
God knew that if the Israelites had to fight a battle then, they might change their minds and want to return to Egypt. 
(Exodus 13:17)

What feast did God establish to remember the Israelites’ deliverance from Egypt?
Passover (Exodus 12:3–11)

Where did God lead them instead of on the main road?
God led them through the wilderness and toward the Red Sea. (Exodus 13:18)

What did God say Pharaoh would think when he heard that the Israelites were camping by the Red Sea?
Pharaoh would think the Israelites were confused and trapped in the wilderness. (Exodus 14:3)

Why did God allow Pharaoh and his army to chase after the Israelites?
To display His glory and to make it known to the Egyptians that He is the Lord. (Exodus 14:4) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Is it hard to trust God when He does things differently than you expected? Why or why not?
• How can we put our trust in God even when things aren’t going the way we planned? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for this reminder that You are always at work and have a plan even when it doesn’t look the way I 
expected it to. Help me to trust Your plan and stop trying to make my own. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: How do you react when things don’t go your way?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Exodus 14:5–14

Think about your favorite place to order an ice cream cone. Imagine going to that restaurant on the hottest day of 
summer. You are ready to order a yummy, cold, refreshing ice cream cone. You walk up to the counter to order and 
the cashier says they are out of ice cream! How would you react in that situation? Ice cream is pretty small and  
unimportant in the grand scheme of things, but I think if we are honest, most of us would complain and get really 
upset if that happened.

Imagine how the Israelites felt when they realized they weren’t home free! The Egyptian army was coming after them 
to take them back to Egypt as their slaves or to kill them. The Israelites were so scared they thought it would be better 
to go back to Egypt and become slaves again. Moses reminded the people that they didn’t need to be afraid. He told 
them, “The LORD himself will fight for you. Just stay calm.” (Exodus 14:14) When things don’t go the way we want 
them to go, we need to remain calm and trust God.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What happened when Pharaoh heard about the Israelites leaving?
He changed his mind and chased after them with his army. (Exodus 14:5, 8–9)

How many chariots did Pharaoh bring with him to chase after the Israelites?
All the chariots of Egypt (Exodus 14:7)

How did the Israelites react when they saw Pharaoh and his army coming?
They panicked and complained. (Exodus 14:10–11)

What did the Israelites wish they had done instead of following Moses?
They wished they had stayed in Egypt as slaves. (Exodus 14:12)

What did Moses tell the people after they complained to him?
“Don’t be afraid. Just stand still and watch the LORD rescue you today. The Egyptians you see today will never be 
seen again. The LORD himself will fight for you. Just stay calm.” (Exodus 14:13–14) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do you think the Israelites reacted well to the situation? Why or why not?
• Do you think you would have reacted the same way if you were there?
• How do you react when plans change and a day doesn’t go the way you expected?
• How can you change the way you react to be more positive? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for being patient and loving me even when I react negatively and complain when things don’t go my 
way. I’m sorry for the way I have reacted in the past. Please help me to change the way I think and react to be more 
like You. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: How do I know what God’s plan is for me so I can follow Him?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Exodus 14:13–22

How do you know that there is air all around you? Can you see it? You might not even think about the air around you 
most days, but it is essential and necessary for life. If you stand outside and close your eyes on a windy day, you can 
feel the air blowing through your hair. You might even hear the wind whistling, and if you opened your eyes you could 
see the wind moving the trees and plants. You probably don’t even notice the air unless you take the time to be still 
and focus on it.

It can sometimes be the same way when God speaks to us and reveals His plans. We have to take the time to be still 
and listen to God’s leading. He might speak to us by nudging us to do something we know we didn’t think of  
ourselves. You might get a thought from Him that you know you wouldn’t have thought of on your own or He may 
speak to you through a verse in the Bible. He might even give you a feeling of peace, letting you know that He is with 
you and has everything under control. We need to take a few minutes each day just to be still and listen to God so we 
can follow Him every single day.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did God tell Moses to tell the people to do?
Get moving! (Exodus 14:15)

What did God tell Moses to do?
God told Moses to pick up his staff and raise his hand over the sea. (Exodus 14:16)

By what miracle did Israel leave the land of Egypt?
The parting of the sea [Red Sea] (Exodus 14:13–22)

What did God put between the Israelites and the Egyptian army?
The angel of God and a pillar of cloud during the day that turned into a pillar of fire at night. (Exodus 14:19–20)

What did the Israelites do after God opened up a path through the sea?
They walked through the middle of the sea on dry ground, with walls of water on each side. (Exodus 14:22)
 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How did God speak to the people in this story?
• How does He speak to us and guide us today?
• Is it hard for you to spend a few minutes being still each day to listen to God? Why or why not?
• Can you make a commitment to spend some time each week listening to God? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for leading and guiding me each day even when I don’t realize You are doing it. Help me to be  
intentional about setting aside a few minutes each day just to listen to what You are saying to me. Speak to me 
through Your Word and help me to learn how to recognize Your voice so I can follow Your plan for my life. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: Does God fight for me?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Exodus 14:23

Have you ever played a game with someone who seemed unbeatable? They know how to play the game better than 
everyone else. Because they had played it so many times, they have all the tricks figured out and an amazing  
strategy for how to always win. Do you want that person on your team? Of course! Who wouldn’t? We all want to win.

If we are a Christian, we have the absolute best person on our team and on our side. God is with us every single day, 
fighting our battles for us if we let Him. He has done it all and seen it all before. He created everything and knows how 
it all works. He knows how the game of life ends, and He is victorious. We need to trust God to fight our battles just 
like He did for the Israelites at the Red Sea. I’m sure none of them expected God to do it the way He did, but He knew 
that the outcome would bring Him all the glory.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did the Egyptians do when they saw the Israelites walking through the Red Sea?
They chased them into the middle of the sea. (Exodus 14:23)

What happened to the Egyptians who tried to follow the Israelites through the Red Sea?
They all drowned. (Exodus 14:23–28)

What did the Egyptians shout when they saw that they were in trouble?
“The LORD is fighting for them against Egypt!” (Exodus 14:25)

How many of the Egyptians escaped from the Red Sea?
None of them survived. (Exodus 14:28)

What happened when the people of Israel saw the power that the Lord had unleashed against the Egyptians?
They were filled with awe and put their faith in God and Moses. (Exodus 14:31) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do you want God on your side? Why or why not?
• What are you facing right now that you need God to fight for on your behalf? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for not only saving me when I asked Jesus into my life, but continuing to fight for me every single day. 
Please help me to trust You to fight for me and stop relying on myself to fight my own battles. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God gives me what I need.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
The LORD directs the steps of the godly. He delights in  

every detail of their lives.
- Psalm 37:23 (NLT) -

ISRAELITES
IN THE

WILDERNESS



DAY 1
Question of the Day: How has God provided for your needs?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Exodus 15:22–27

Do you like looking through old photos? It can be a lot of fun remembering all the good times you had in the past with 
your family and friends on long weekends, vacations, and snow days. It’s a great idea to take a trip down memory 
lane with God as well. Try to remember all the things He has done for you in the past and how He provided for your 
needs at different times. By remembering the good things God has done for you, it can help you trust Him for things in 
the future. In today’s story, God provided water for the Israelites. If the people had thought about the awesome things 
God had done, they might have just asked Him for help. Instead, they complained and made demands.

THINK ABOUT IT:
After leaving the Red Sea, where did the Israelites go?
The desert of Shur (Exodus 15:22)

What was wrong with the water the Israelites found in the desert?
It tasted so bitter that they couldn’t drink it. (Exodus 15:23)

Who did Moses go to for help with the water?
The Lord, God (Exodus 15:25)

How did God change the bitter water of Marah into good water?
By showing Moses a piece of wood to throw into the water (Exodus 15:24–25)

What did God say He would keep away from the Israelites if they obeyed Him?
Diseases that the Egyptians suffered from (Exodus 15:26)
 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Has God always taken care of you?
• What are some ways He has taken care of you in the past?
• What are some needs that He has provided for you in the last year?
• What do you need to thank God for?
 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for always taking care of me and for all You have done for me in the past. I never want to forget what 
You have done. Amen



DAY 2
Question of the Day: Do you complain too much?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Exodus 3:17–20; 14:10–12; 15:24–25; 16:1–5

What would happen if you wrote down every time you complained about something in a day? How many times do 
you think you would do it? Now, what would happen if every time you thought about complaining about something, 
you stopped and prayed instead? What if we traded our complaints for prayers? I think it would be powerful. Make it a 
goal to complain less and pray more.

THINK ABOUT IT:
How did God persuade Pharaoh to let the Israelites go?
By sending ten plagues upon the land of Egypt (Exodus 3:17–20; chapters 7–11)

What did the Israelites complain about in Exodus 14:10–12?
They thought their life in Egypt was better than the wilderness God was taking them through. (Exodus 14:10–12)

What did the Israelites complain about in Exodus 15:24?
What they would have to drink (Exodus 15:24)

What did the Israelites complain about in Exodus 16:1–3?
Not having enough food (Exodus 16:1–3)

How did God respond to their complaints?
He gave them what they needed. (Exodus 15:24–25; 16:1–5) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How often do you complain?
• Do you complain about little things or big things?
• Do you think you complain more or pray more?
• How can you make a change to pray more and complain less? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, I’m sorry for all the times I have complained when I should have been praying to You. Help me to replace my 
complaints with prayer every single day. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: Does God provide exactly what I need?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Exodus 16:4–18

Think about paying for something in cash. Maybe it’s your favorite candy bar, a delicious soda, or the latest video 
game. There is nothing quite like having the exact amount of money you needed to pay for it, down to the last penny. 
It’s unusual, but when it happens, it’s so cool. It’s not unusual for God to provide exactly what we need. In fact, God 
provides exactly what we need every single day. We may not even realize it, but everything we have is a gift from 
God.

THINK ABOUT IT:
How did God provide bread for the Israelites in the wilderness?
By sending manna (Exodus 16:1–18)

What did God say He would do to feed the Israelites?
He would rain down food from heaven for them. (Exodus 16:4)

What food would God provide in the evening and morning?
God provided meat in the evening and bread in the morning. (Exodus 16:8)

What kind of meat did God provide for them to eat?
Quail (Exodus 16:13)

How much bread did God provide for each family?
Just what they needed (Exodus 16:18) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What are some needs that God provides for you every single day?
• Do you have enough food? Do you have clothes to wear? Do you have a place to sleep at night? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving me exactly what I need, not too much and not too little. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: Do I ever doubt that God provides what I need?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Exodus 16:19–32; Luke 12:15

It’s easy to say that we know that God provides for our needs, but do we really believe it 100 percent of the time? 
Every time we complain, get a bad attitude, or try to do something on our own without God’s help, our actions say 
that we don’t trust God to provide for our needs. We try to take things into our own hands and make plans for how we 
think things should turn out. God sees our past, present, and our future. No one knows better than He does what we 
truly need. Let’s stop doubting God and put our trust in Him with our words and our actions.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did Jesus teach about material possessions?
Don’t be greedy. A person’s life does not consist of what he owns. (Luke 12:15)

What did Moses tell the people not to do with the manna?
Don’t keep any of it until the next morning. (Exodus 16:19)

Did all of the Israelites listen and follow God’s instructions?
No (Exodus 16:20)

What happened to the manna the Israelites kept overnight?
It was full of maggots and smelled bad. (Exodus 16:20)

Were the people supposed to go out and gather manna on the seventh day, the Sabbath?
No (Exodus 16:25–26) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Have you ever doubted God? What did you doubt?
• Do your actions show that you trust God to provide for your needs?
• Do your words show that you trust God to provide for your needs? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, I’m sorry for the times I have doubted You with my words or actions. Thank You for providing for my needs even 
when I have doubted You. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
I love God and others.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
The LORD directs the steps of the godly. He delights in  

every detail of their lives.
- Psalm 37:23 (NLT) -

THE 
TEN

COMMANDMENTS



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Do I really put God first in my life?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Exodus 19:1–2; 20:1–6; Matthew 22:37–38

We may not literally worship false gods or idols like the people in the Bible and in other cultures. However, that 
doesn’t mean we aren’t making gods or idols out of other things and people in our lives. We have to look at our 
priorities and how we spend our time to see who or what is really first in our lives. If loving God is the most important 
commandment, we need to take that seriously and show Him that through our thoughts and actions.

THINK ABOUT IT:
On what mountain did God give Moses the Ten Commandments?
Mount Sinai (Exodus 19:1–2)

Which is the first of the Ten Commandments?
“You must not have any other god but me.” (Exodus 20:3)

Which of the Ten Commandments prohibits the worshiping of idols?
“You shall not make for yourself an idol of any kind.” (Exodus 20:4)

In which book and chapter of the Bible do we find the first record of the Ten Commandments?
Exodus 20

What is the greatest commandment?
To love God with “all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.” (Matthew 22:37–38) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about? 
• What do you do first thing in the morning? What is the first thing you think about?
• What is the last thing you do before going to sleep?
• How do you spend your time? Do your actions and thoughts put God first in your life? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for loving me. Help me to prioritize my time with You and fix my thoughts on You every day. Amen. 



DAY 2
Question of the Day: Do I show my parents I love them?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Exodus 20:12; John 14:15; 15:13

Think about a typical day in your home. Your parents or guardians do so much to show you they love you and care 
about you. They provide you with clothes, food, everything you need, and certainly some things you don’t need as 
well. They provide you with a home to live in and a bed to sleep in. They take you to school, work hard all day, help 
you with homework, make you dinner, and tuck you into bed. Think about the way you treat your parents and how 
you talk to them. God has commanded us to love our parents by honoring them. Honor means to regard with great 
respect. We should show our parents we love them by respecting them and obeying them even if we don’t always 
agree with their rules.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What does Exodus 20:12 say we should do to show our parents we love them?
Honor them. (Exodus 20:12)

What did Paul call “the first commandment with a promise”?
Honor your father and mother. (Exodus 20:12; Ephesians 6:2–3)

What does God tell us will happen if we honor our father and mother?
You will live a long, full life. (Exodus 20:12)

How did Jesus say we may show our love for Him?
“If you love me, obey my commandments. (John 14:15)

What did Jesus say was the greatest display of love?
“There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (John 15:13) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do you honor your parents by respecting them?
• Do your thoughts, words, and actions honor your parents? Why or why not?
 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving me parents [guardians] who love me and take care of my needs. Help me to honor them 
with everything I say and do. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: Do my actions show others I love them?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Exodus 20:15–16; Matthew 22:39; Mark 12:31

Think about a time when you had something stolen from you or were lied to. How did that make you feel? Tell  
someone about a time you were lied to or had something stolen from you. We would never expect a friend or  
someone who cares about us to treat us that way, but sometimes it happens. We can say we love others or that they 
are our friends, but our actions should always line up with what we say. You may have heard the phrase, “Actions 
speak louder than words.” That saying is true. Think about what your actions are saying before you do them.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Which of the Ten Commandments protects our right to own possessions?
“You must not steal.” (Exodus 20:15)

Which of the Ten Commandments prohibits telling lies about someone?
“You must not testify falsely against your neighbor.” (Exodus 20:16)

What did Jesus say was the second most important commandment?
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mark 12:31)

What does the Bible mean when it says you must not testify falsely against your neighbor?
Don’t lie. (Exodus 20:16)

Who is your neighbor?
Everyone (Exodus 20:16) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do your actions line up with what you say? Why or why not?
• Do you want to be friends with someone who lies to you or steals from you?
• What are some positive actions we can do to show others we love them? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving me the ability to love others with my actions. Help my words to be truthful and my actions to 
show Your love to others. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: Do my thoughts show others I love them?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Exodus 20:17; Philippians 4:8

Think about your thoughts. That’s a funny statement, but our thoughts are really important. We may believe that as 
long as we don’t say something it’s okay, but over time our thoughts turn into words and actions. Think about a time 
when your friend got something you really wanted. Did you become so jealous that you wanted to take the thing your 
friend had? That’s called coveting. Coveting can turn into lying, cheating, stealing, and hurting others if we don’t turn 
our thoughts over to God.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Which of the Ten Commandments forbids certain desires?
“You must not covet … anything else that belongs to your neighbor. (Exodus 20:17)

What does Exodus 20:17 say we should not covet?
Your neighbor’s house, wife, servants, ox, donkey, or anything else that belongs to them. (Exodus 20:17)

What are some things you should fix your thoughts on according to Philippians 4:8?
What is true, honorable, right, pure, lovely, admirable, things that are excellent and worthy of praise. (Philippians 4:8) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do you compare yourself to others a lot?
• Do you get jealous of what other people have and wish it was yours?
• What is something positive you could think about?
• How can your thoughts become a problem? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving me an amazing mind that has the ability to think. Help me to fill my mind and heart with 
positive thoughts that build up others instead of tearing them down. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God keeps His promises.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
The LORD directs the steps of the godly. He delights in  

every detail of their lives.
- Psalm 37:23 (NLT) -

JOSHUA AND
THE PROMISED

LAND



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Is God always by your side?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Numbers 14:33–34; 27:18–23; Joshua 5:13–16

We may not always notice it, but God is always with us. He is on our side, fighting our battles for us. The song,  
“Waymaker” has such powerful words that remind us that God is always making a way for us and keeping His  
promises. The song talks about how God is working even when we don’t see it or feel it. God never stops working. It’s 
similar to the air. We may not be able to see it or feel it, but it’s always surrounding us. God surrounds us every day, 
protecting us. He wants us to see victory in our lives through Him.

THINK ABOUT IT:
How many years did the Israelites wander in the wilderness?
Forty years (Numbers 14:33–34)

Whom did God appoint to be the leader of Israel after Moses?
Joshua (Numbers 27:18–23)

Which town was Joshua near when he saw the man with the sword?
Jericho (Joshua 5:13)

Who did the man say he was?
The commander of the army of the LORD (Joshua 5:14)

What did the commander of the LORD’s army tell Joshua to do?
Take off his sandals because he was standing on holy ground. (Joshua 5:15) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do you believe that God is always with you? How do you know that without seeing Him?
• Have you ever felt God’s presence?
• Have you ever felt like God was telling you something? If so, what? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for this reminder that You are always with me even if I can’t see You or feel You. Help me to  
remember that You are surrounding me and keeping me safe. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: Does God still make promises to His people?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Joshua 6:1–5; Matthew 24:35

Some people believe that God only spoke to the people in Old Testament and New Testament times, but that isn’t 
true. God still speaks to His people today and makes promises to them. The promises and examples in the Bible are 
timeless and still true for us today, but God is also speaking new things to us. We have to make time every day to 
sit still, stop talking, and listen for God’s voice. We don’t want to miss new promises from God because we were too 
busy to listen to His voice.

THINK ABOUT IT:
How many times did the Israelites march around the walls of Jericho?
Thirteen—once each day for six days and seven times on the seventh day (Joshua 6:3–4)

How long will the Bible last?
“Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear.” (Matthew 24:35)

Were the people of Jericho scared of the Israelites?
Yes (Joshua 6:1)

What did the people of Jericho do because of their fear?
They shut the gates and no one was allowed to go in or out of the city. (Joshua 6:1)

What did God promise would happen if the Israelites followed His instructions?
The walls of Jericho would collapse. (Joshua 6:5) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What is a promise from the Bible that is still true for us?
• What did God promise the Israelites?
• What promise do you feel that God has made to you? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for continuing to keep the promises found in Your Word. Thank You for giving us new promises and 
always keeping Your word. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: Do you follow God’s instructions to receive His promises?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Joshua 6:6–20

Have you ever had a new toy or game that came with an instruction manual? Did you read the instructions and do 
your best to follow them or just do it on your own? How did that go for you? There is a reason that some toys and 
games come with instructions. You need the instructions to tell you how to use the toy or play the game. We need 
God’s instruction to know how to live our lives. God makes promises to us, but we have to hold up our end of the deal 
as well. If we follow God’s instructions like the Israelites did, we will receive God’s promises and blessings.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What happened at Jericho when the Children of Israel shouted at Joshua’s command?
The walls of Jericho fell down. (Joshua 6:20)

Who gave God’s instructions to the Israelites?
Joshua (Joshua 6:6–11)

Did the people listen to Joshua and follow the instructions from the Lord?
Yes (Joshua 6:12–20)

What did the Israelites do differently on the seventh day?
They marched around Jericho seven times, sounded their horns, and shouted as loud as they could.  
(Joshua 6:15–16) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Are you good at following instructions or do you prefer to wing it?
• Why are instructions important?
• Why is it important to listen to and follow God’s instructions? How can we receive God’s promises? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, help me to listen to You and follow Your instructions. I want to do my part to receive Your promises in life. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: Do you keep your promises?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Joshua 2:1–6, 18–21; 6:22–25

NOTE: Parents, read the Scripture portion on your own to decide how you will explain the term “prostitute” to your 
kid(s) in age-appropriate language. You could describe Rahab as a “sinful woman.”

When a friend makes a promise to you, do you trust them to keep it? We might make a promise to a friend and make 
it a pinky promise. That might seem silly, but breaking a promise is really a big deal. When you break a promise to 
someone you care about, you are breaking a lot more than a pinky lock. If you break a promise to a friend, it will be 
hard for them to trust you again. You might even lose their friendship. Promises are made to be kept, not broken. 
Think carefully before you speak and make a promise that you can’t keep.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Who protected the spies Joshua sent to Jericho?
Rahab (Joshua 2:1–6)

How did Rahab mark her house so she would be protected when Jericho was captured?
By placing a scarlet cord in the window of her house (Joshua 2:18–21)

What did Joshua tell the two spies to do after the walls of Jericho collapsed?
To keep their promise to Rahab (Joshua 6:22)

Who was saved because the spies kept their promise to Rahab?
Her whole family (Joshua 6:23)

What happened to Rahab after her family was saved?
She lived with the Israelites. (Joshua 6:25) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do you make promises to your friends?
• Are you good at keeping your promises?
• Have you ever broken a promise you made to a friend? How did they react? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for always keeping Your promises to me. Help me to be a promise keeper just like You. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God believes in me.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
“Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for 
I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold 

you up with my victorious right hand.”
- Isaiah 41:10 (NLT) -

GOD
CALLS

GIDEON



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Who do you ask for help?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Judges 6:1–16

You’re standing against the wall with your classmates. It’s PE (gym class) and you’re about to play flag football. Two 
of your friends are standing in front of you staring at you and the line of kids. This is one of your least favorite parts of 
PE—picking teams. “Will I get picked last? Will I get picked at all? I’m not that good at football and people are going to 
laugh at me.”

We’ve all been there. Maybe for you it’s not football or a sport, but something else you don’t feel good enough to be 
chosen for. The truth is all of us are better at some things than at others. And we won’t always be picked to do  
everything. But there is one thing each one of us has been picked for—to be on God’s team!

Gideon didn’t think he was good enough to do what God was telling him to do. He felt weak and afraid. But God 
wasn’t telling Gideon to do it on his own. When God tells us to do something, He’s telling us to do it with Him. Now, 
that’s encouraging! We can do all things through Him. God picked you, and He believes in you!

THINK ABOUT IT:
Where was Gideon and what was he doing when the angel of the Lord appeared to him?
In hiding, threshing wheat. (Judges 6:11)

What did the angel of the LORD call Gideon?
Mighty hero (Judges 6:12)

What did the LORD tell Gideon to do?
Rescue Israel from the Midianites (Judges 6:14)

What was Gideon’s excuse for not being able to do what God had told him to do?
His clan was the smallest in the tribe and he was the youngest in his family. (Judges 6:15)

How can you overcome your fear?
Remembering that, like Gideon, God is with you. (Judges 6:16) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How does it make you feel to know that God is always with you?
• How can you use what you’re good at for Him? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for choosing me to be on Your team. Please help me to remember You’ve chosen me to do Your work 
and that You are always with me. I want to use the gifts You’ve given me to love You and show Your love to others. 
Amen. 



DAY 2
Question of the Day: If God tells me to do something, will He help me do  

it even if it seems impossible?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Judges 6:1–6; 7:1–8

Imagine a game of Tag where everyone was “it” but you. You wouldn’t run very far before someone would tag you! 
You’d be way too outnumbered. You’d probably tell your friends, “That’s not fair.” Now imagine a huge army with 
soldiers for as far as your eyes can see. That’s what Gideon was up against. Could you imagine playing Tag with the 
Midianite army? That would seem impossible!

Gideon started off with thirty-two thousand men. Then God said that was too many men. After some left who were 
afraid, Gideon had ten thousand men left. But God wasn’t done! He said to send home more men until there were 
only three hundred left with Gideon. Gideon didn’t think that was enough men. There was no way they could beat the 
huge Midianite army with only three hundred men. Except … when God is on your side, all things are possible.

THINK ABOUT IT:
How many men did Gideon start out with?
32,000 (Judges 7:2–3)

God said that was too many men. Why?
The Israelites would’ve thought they won by their own strength. (Judges 7:2)

What two things did God tell Gideon to have the men do to decide who should be sent some home?
Ask if they were afraid and have them drink from a stream. (Judges 7:3–6)

After this, there were only three hundred men left with Gideon. How do you think Gideon felt?
(Answers will vary and may include afraid, worried, unsure, nervous, courageous, and excited.)

Why could Gideon be confident of victory, even with only three hundred men?
God told him “With these 300 men I will rescue you and give you victory over the Midianites.” (Judges 7:7) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How do you think Gideon felt when God told him to send the soldiers home?
• Do you ever struggle to trust that God is with you? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for the opportunity to serve You. Help me remember that no matter how challenging things might 
seem, You are always with me. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: What should I do when I’m afraid to do what God tells me to?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Judges 7:9–15

It’s the first day of school. You have your cool new backpack, you’re wearing your new shoes, and you are excited to 
start the school year. You walk through the door of your school, into your classroom, and boom! You get really  
nervous. There’s a whole new group of kids that you don’t know in this class. Sure, you know some of them, but they  
aren’t sitting next to you and you start to get upset. You know you can make new friends, but you’re scared. Will you 
sit facing forward all day or will you turn and meet the kids next to you? What do you think God would want you to do?

What should we do in these situations? Gideon had faced a scary situation when his small army of three hundred 
went out to fight the very big Midianite army. God knew Gideon was afraid and so He told Gideon to sneak down to 
the Midianite camp and listen to what the soldiers were saying. Gideon and his servant, Purah, overheard one  
Midianite soldier tell another soldier about a dream he had. A big loaf of bread tumbled down and crushed one of their 
tents! The other soldier said that must mean Gideon would be victorious over them. That sounds like a funny dream, 
but it gave Gideon great confidence. God knew Gideon was afraid. God used the soldier’s dream to show Gideon that 
He would be with him in the battle. God believed in Gideon and was with him.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Why did God tell Gideon to sneak into the enemy’s camp?
Because Gideon was still afraid (Judges 7:10–11)

What happened in the Midiante soldier’s dream that Gideon and his servant overheard?
A loaf of bread tumbled into the Midianite camp and knocked a tent flat. (Judges 7:13)

What did the dream mean?
That God had given Gideon victory over Midian and their allies. (Judges 7:14)

What did Gideon do right away after hearing the dream’s interpretation?
He bowed in worship before the Lord. (Judges 7:15)

How does Gideon seem to feel after hearing the dream and its meaning?
He was confident that the Lord had given Israel victory. (Judges 7:15) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• When you feel afraid, God already knows about it and you can talk to Him. Who else can you talk to?
• If you trust God, He will give you the courage to face your fears. How has He already done that for you?

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You that when You assign us to do something, You do it with us. We are never alone. When we’re afraid, 
we should remember that You are with us. We believe in You! Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: When I’m on God’s team, who wins the victory?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Judges 7:15–22

Life comes with a lot of pressure—pressure to do well in school, to be a good son or daughter, brother or sister, to 
remember to do chores, and a whole lot more. We can feel like we’re doing it all on our own. That’s when we have to 
remember that God is with us. We are never alone. When we remember that, we can give that pressure to God and 
let Him lead us. He carries us in His arms! (Psalm 68:19)

Gideon must have felt a lot of pressure when God told him to rescue Israel from the Midianites. He may have even 
felt all alone. And it didn’t help when God brought the army of thirty-two thousand down to only three hundred men. 
But Gideon wasn’t alone. He was far from it! The God of heaven and earth was with him and led Israel to victory. With 
just three hundred men, ram’s horns, clay jars, and torches, God used the Israelites to conquer the army of Midian! 
Whatever problem you’re facing, God is with you. If you live your life for Him, He will be with you and give you victory.

 
THINK ABOUT IT:
How many groups did Gideon divide his three hundred men into?
Three groups of one hundred men each (Judges 7:16)

What did Gideon give each man?
A ram’s horn, a clay jar, and a torch (Judges 7:16)

When Gideon blew his ram’s horn, what did the rest of the men do?
They blew their horns, broke their jars, and shouted, “A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!” (Judges 7:20)

What happened when the Israelites did this?
The Midianites ran around shouting in a panic and tried to escape. (Judges 7:21)

What did the Midianites do to each other after the Israelites blew their horns?
They fought each other. (Judges 7:22) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do you think it was Gideon’s power that saved the Israelites?  
• Who won the victory over the Midianites—Gideon or God?
• What is something in your life that you need God to help you with? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You that we don’t face problems alone. You go before us and are always with us. We give You our  
problems and our difficulties. You will be victorious and receive the glory. Thank You for believing in us. We love You! 
Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God provides for me.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
“Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for 
I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold 

you up with my victorious right hand.”
- Isaiah 41:10 (NLT) -

RUTH
AND

BOAZ



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Where is God in hard times?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Ruth 1

Maybe you’ve heard someone say this: “The rain falls on the just and the unjust.” What that means is that good and 
bad things happen to everyone, even good people. It’s true because we live in a world where there is sin, sickness, 
sadness, and even death. That may feel like really bad news, but we also know the good news, which is called the 
gospel. Jesus came to earth so that we could have eternal life in a place where there is no sin, no sickness or sad-
ness, and no death. But we still face hard times in this life.

When we are going through hard times, our God is close to us. He wants us to turn to Him, just like Ruth did when 
she was going through a hard time. She told Naomi, “Your God will be my God.”

We have a choice in hard times. We can try and solve things on our own and turn away from God. Or we can  
remember that God provides for us and we can take our worries and problems to Him. He cares for us!

THINK ABOUT IT:
What was the name of Naomi’s husband and where was he from?
Elimelech. He was from the town of Bethlehem (Ruth 1:1–2)

What country did Elimelech move his family to?
Moab (Ruth 1:1)

Who did Elimelech’s sons marry?
Orpah and Ruth (Ruth 1:4)

After her sons died, Naomi decided to move back to Bethlehem. What did she tell Orpah and Ruth to do?
Move back to the home of their mothers. (Ruth 1:8)

Orpah chose to stay in Moab. What did Ruth say to Naomi?
“Wherever you go, I will go.” (Ruth 1:16) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Ruth was faithful to God and Naomi in a hard time. Is there anything hard going on in your life that we can  
  be praying with you about?
• How can we support each other?
• Where should we turn when things get hard? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, You are our Provider and we thank You. And even though we know that, we also know that we will face hard 
times. In those times, thank You for being close to us. Help us to remember to turn to You and not away from You. 
Thank You, that You give us what we need. We love You. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: How can we be part of God’s providing for others?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Ruth 1:22 to 2:23

Have you ever been the new kid at school, church, or somewhere else? Do you remember how it felt not to know any-
one and trying to get used to a lot of new things? That’s how it was for Ruth when she and Naomi moved to Bethle-
hem. Not only that, but Ruth had to figure out a way to provide for them. That meant doing some type of work to earn 
money to buy food. So, Ruth went into the fields to pick up grain dropped by the workers. Fortunately, Ruth chose 
fields belonging to a man named Boaz!

When Boaz learned that Ruth was gathering grain to provide for Naomi, he told Ruth to keep coming back to his fields 
so he could take care of her. This was an act of kindness. God provides for us and sometimes He uses others to do 
that. Boaz was Ruth and Naomi’s family redeemer. Even before he knew about being the family redeemer, he helped 
to provide for Ruth and Naomi.

Just like Boaz, you might be the answer to someone’s prayer or needs. We need to open our eyes to see the needs 
of others. Then we will be like Boaz and show them the love of God!

THINK ABOUT IT:
In what season did Naomi and Ruth arrive in Bethlehem?
In late spring, during barley harvest (Ruth 1:22)

What did Ruth do in the fields?
She picked up stalks of grain that had been left behind. (Ruth 2:2)

What did Boaz say to Ruth when he saw her gathering grain?
He told her she could stay and work in his fields and could drink water when she needed. (Ruth 2:8–9)

What did he tell his men to do for Ruth?
To let Ruth continue to pick up grain and to drop some for her to gather (Ruth 2:15–16)

After Ruth told Naomi about Boaz, what did Naomi say about him?
Boaz was one of their family redeemers. (Ruth 2:20) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Who has God used in your life to provide for you?
• How can you be part of God’s plan for others by showing them His love?
• How can your family do that as well? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for the many blessings You have given us. And thank You for bringing people into our lives as part of 
that. Help us to see others the way You do so we can be a blessing to them through You. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: Is everyone important to God?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Ruth 3

It looked like Ruth and Naomi were all alone. But, were they really alone? No! They had God on their side and  
because of that, He would be with them and help them. That doesn’t mean their situation wasn’t hard. But God loved 
them and would make a way for them to be provided for. Ruth went out to gather grain. How did Boaz respond when 
he found her? He responded with kindness and love. He saw value in Ruth and treated her like she was important. 
That’s how God sees each one of us!

God loves every person with perfect love. Every single person is important to Him! Just like Boaz treated Ruth with 
love and respect, each of us should choose to treat others with love and respect. Is there someone you know who 
needs to see the truth that they are important? Let them know. Show them the love of God!

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did Naomi tell Ruth to do when Boaz had finished eating at the barley harvest meal and laid  
down to sleep?
She told Ruth to uncover his feet. (Ruth 3:1–4)

What did Boaz do when he woke up and saw Ruth lying at his feet?
He was startled and he asked, “Who are you?” (Ruth 3:7–9)

What did Ruth tell Boaz when he woke up?
That he was their family redeemer. (Ruth 3:9)

What did Boaz tell Ruth when she said he was their family redeemer?
That there was another relative closer than Boaz (Ruth 3:12)

Boaz sent Ruth back to Naomi. What did he give Ruth before she left?
Six scoops of barley (Ruth 3:15) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How can you make someone feel important?
• Do you feel important?
• How does our family show each other the love of God? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, You see each of us as valuable and important. Help us to remember that always. And help us to see others the 
way You see them. Help us to love others the way You do. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: What story is God writing with my life?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Ruth 4

There’s something about a good story that can make people pay attention for hours. There are lots of good, true sto-
ries in the Bible and the story of Ruth is one of them. What started out as a story without hope turns into a story of joy. 
Naomi lost her husband and both of her sons. Ruth lost her husband and left her home. But God was the Author of 
their story, and His plan for them was good. And God used His plan for Ruth and Naomi to bless the whole world!
Boaz and Ruth married, they had a baby, and Naomi’s heart was filled with love and hope.

The Bible tells us that one of the descendants of Boaz and Ruth was Israel’s King David. And many, many years later, 
Jesus was born into the family of King David. That means Jesus was related to Boaz and Ruth! How cool is that?

What is going on in your story? Is there anything you need God to provide for you? If you believe in Him and obey 
what He tells you to do, you will find out He is faithful to do what He has promised. Our God provides for us!

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did Boaz and Ruth name their son?
Obed (Ruth 4:17)

Who was Obed’s son? Who was his grandson?
Jesse; David (Ruth 4:17)

Boaz was one of Naomi and Ruth’s family redeemers. Who is our Redeemer?
Jesus

What was your favorite part of the Book of Ruth?
Answers will vary. 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Can you see all the ways God has provided for you? How many can you list?
• Did you know you are part of His plan and that you are important to Him? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for our family. Thank You for being our Provider. You have a plan and we are part of it. We will be 
faithful to You, just as You have been faithful to us. You deserve all of our lives and we give our lives to You. We love 
You! Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God speaks to me.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
“Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for 
I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold 

you up with my victorious right hand.”
- Isaiah 41:10 (NLT) -

SAMUEL
LISTENS
TO GOD



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Who can I take my worries and sadness to?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Samuel 1:1–18

Think about a time when you were sad. How did you respond? Some people like to be alone. Some like to have  
people around to talk to or just sit with. Or you may like some of both. You have a family you can talk to about being 
sad, but you also have a God that wants you to bring your worries and sadness to Him. He loves to comfort His  
children, and there’s nothing too small that you can’t bring it to Him.

Hannah was sad about not having kids. It was even worse because Peninnah would make fun of her about it. Maybe 
you’ve seen other people that you know being made fun of. Being made fun of hurts, but we have someone we can 
bring that hurt to. He always hears us, is always listening, and always cares.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What was the name of Hannah’s husband?
Elkanah (1 Samuel 1:1)

Why was Hannah sad?
She did not have any kids. (1 Samuel 1:2–7)

Where would Elkanah’s family travel each year, and why?
They went to the tabernacle in Shiloh to worship God and offer sacrifices. (1 Samuel 1:3)

How did Hannah react after Eli blessed her?
She said, “Thank you!” And went back to eating, no longer sad. (1 Samuel 1:17–18) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do you have anything the family can pray with you about?
• What do you do when you are sad?
• Have you tried giving your worries to God? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for being the One we can bring our cares to. You care about us and we sense your great and perfect 
love. Help us to remember You when we are in pain or sad. You want us to talk to you about any problem we have. 
You always hear our prayers and are close to us. We love You. Amen. 



DAY 2
Question of the Day: Does God answer our prayers?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Samuel 1:19–28

Have you ever wanted something really, really badly? What was it? (Talk about it as a family).
Hannah wanted a son so badly that she cried to God and asked Him to give her a son. She knew who to bring her 
troubles to. God answered her prayer and gave her a son. God loves for us to bring our hopes, dreams, and sadness 
to Him, but He doesn’t always answer our prayers in the way we think He will. Hannah became pregnant and gave 
birth to Samuel, and praised God for it.

But, sometimes we don’t get the answer we expected. Sometimes His answer is just that He will be with us in  
whatever it is we’re going through. Also, sometimes He shows up in miraculous ways!

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did Hannah name her son?
Samuel (1 Samuel 1:20)

Did Hannah go back to Shiloh the next year?
No, she stayed at home until Samuel was old enough to be weaned (1 Samuel 1:21–23)

What did Hannah take with her to the tabernacle with Samuel?
A three-year-old bull, a basket of flour, and some wine (1 Samuel 1:24)

What did Hannah say to Eli?
She asked if he remembered her, and told him she was there to give Samuel to the Lord. (1 Samuel 1:26–27)

What did Eli and Hannah do after that?
They worshiped the Lord. (1 Samuel 1:28) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How have you seen God answer your prayers?
• Is there something you have forgotten to pray to Him about?
• How can our family help you remember to take your needs to Him? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, our family wants to bring You our needs first. We know that You are the One who can answer our prayers and 
we worship You. You are great, and yet You care about us. You love us with a perfect love. We thank You. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: Is it enough to know what is right?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Samuel 2:12–26

Have you ever been with some other people, and they did something you knew was wrong? How did it make you 
feel? Were you tempted to go along with the crowd? Or did you resist temptation to do the wrong thing, and instead 
did the right thing?

We know the difference between right and wrong, but that’s not enough! We actually have to do the right thing. The 
Bible tells us that if we love God, we will obey His commands. That doesn’t mean we won’t make mistakes.  
Everyone has sinned, and God will forgive us when we ask Him to. But we also need to honor God with our lives, and 
that means doing our best to listen to His words, and then go and do them.

Eli had a problem with his sons. Eli’s sons knew what was right and they chose not to do it. That’s sin. And because 
they didn’t repent, they were in big trouble with God. But, we find out that Samuel was different than Eli’s sons.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What would Eli’s sons do to the sacrifices people would bring to God?
Take parts of it for themselves, even before the sacrifice was ready to be presented to God. That was against God’s 
law. (1 Samuel 2:12–16)

What did Hannah make for Samuel each year when the family visited Shiloh?
A coat (1 Samuel 2:19)

What would Eli say to Elkanah and Hannah before they returned home?
“May the LORD give you other children to take the place of this one she gave to the LORD.” (1 Samuel 2:20)

Did Eli know what his sons were doing? What did he say to them? Did they listen and change their ways?
Yes, Eli knew. He told them to stop. They didn’t listen or change what they were doing. (1 Samuel 2:22–25)

Did Samuel take part in the bad choices of Eli’s sons?
No, he grew in favor with God and the people. (1 Samuel 2:26) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How can you resist temptation when given the choice between right and wrong?
• How can the family partner with you to help you make good decisions? (Parent Note: This may be a good time to    
   have a private, one-on-one conversation with each kid about choices. A good question is: What is something you  
   haven’t told me that you need to? Keep your tone nonthreatening and show yourself as wanting to help them.)
 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for helping us to know the difference between right and wrong. We don’t just want to hear Your words, 
but we want to do what You say. Your ways and plans always work out best for us. You deserve our obedience and 
we give our lives to You. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: Does God speak to me?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Samuel 3

Have you ever played the game Telephone? It’s funny how someone saying, “I like to eat hot dogs” can turn into 
something like, “My armpits smell like hamburgers.” That’s because you’re not hearing the sentence directly from the 
person who said it first! It’s always best to get a message straight from the source.

God gave Samuel a message, but Samuel didn’t recognize God’s voice. I wonder how many times God has been  
trying to tell us something, but we didn’t recognize His voice. Do you talk to God? Do you listen to what He’s telling 
you? God does speak, and He speaks to you!

THINK ABOUT IT:
What was Samuel doing when he heard his name being called?
He was sleeping. (1 Samuel 3:3)

What did Samuel do when he heard the voice?
He got up, ran to Eli, and said “Here I am. Did you call me?” (1 Samuel 3:5)

How many times did Samuel go to Eli? What did Eli tell him to do the last time?
A total of four times. “Go and lie down again, and if someone calls again, say, ‘Speak, LORD your servant is listening.’ 
“(1 Samuel 3:8–9)

What message did God give to Samuel?
God would bring judgment against Eli and his family. (1 Samuel 3:11–14)

What did Eli say when Samuel told him what God had said?
“It is the LORD’s will. Let him do what he thinks best.” (1 Samuel 3:17–18) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How does God speak to you?
• How can you be listening to His voice?  
  (Share stories as a family about times God has spoken to you and you responded.)
 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, it’s not always easy to trust when I can’t see how things are going to turn out. Help me to trust Your plans that 
God, we love it when You speak to us. And we are glad that You talk to each one of Your sons and daughters. Let us 
be like Samuel and say to You, “Speak, Lord, Your servant is listening.” Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
I will choose to follow God.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
“Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for 
I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold 

you up with my victorious right hand.”
- Isaiah 41:10 (NLT) -

ISRAEL
DEMANDS

A KING



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Will God force me to follow Him?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Samuel 8

Have you ever heard a parent or guardian say, “Because I said so!”? That’s usually not the answer we’re looking for 
to the question “Why?” but it’s sometimes the best answer. To obey fully, we need to obey immediately. That doesn’t 
mean there won’t be an explanation at a later time, but we must follow the one in authority. They want the best for us.
And why do we follow them? Because we love them. It’s not enough just to obey with a terrible attitude. We show our 
love and respect for parents (guardians) by obeying with a happy heart.

In the same way, God won’t force us to obey Him. If we don’t obey Him, there will be consequences that we won’t like. 
He wants us to obey Him because of our love for Him. We know His ways are best and we love Him! That’s the kind 
of relationship He desires with everyone—kids and adults.

The people of Israel decided they wanted a king, instead of having God be their king. This wasn’t God’s best plan for 
them. They didn’t realize it at the time, but it was going to cause pain down the road for them. Yet, God allowed them 
to have what they wanted. He loves us, but He won’t force us to follow Him.

THINK ABOUT IT:
When Samuel grew old, who did he appoint as judges?
His sons, Joel and Abijah (1 Samuel 8:1–2)

Did they do a good job? Why or why not?
No, they were greedy, accepted bribes, and perverted justice. (1 Samuel 8:3)

What did the Israelites tell Samuel they wanted instead of judges?
A king (1 Samuel 8:4–5)

How did Samuel respond to the Israelites’ request for a king?
He was displeased and prayed to God for guidance. (1 Samuel 8:6)

What did God tell Samuel to do?
God said for Samuel to “do everything they say to you” and to give the Israelites a king. (1 Samuel 8:7–9) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do you think it’s important to obey God’s instructions?
• Why do you follow your grownups?  
• Should you obey because you have to or because you love them? Both? (Discuss as a family.) 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for leading us. We want to follow You, because we love You. Help us to obey and follow in a way that 
is pleasing to You—right away and with a happy heart. You deserve our obedience, and we give You our lives. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: Will God’s plans always make sense to us?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Samuel 9

Have you ever been asked to do something by a parent, teacher, or coach and thought, “Are you crazy!? I can’t do 
that!” That might have been what Saul was thinking when Samuel told him that his family was the hope of the entire 
nation of Israel. He might have felt afraid, confused, or maybe just asked “How can that be?”

Just like Saul, God sometimes tells us to do things we might not think make any sense. It’s okay to have those  
feelings. We can take them to God and be honest with Him. He’s the one who gives us strength and makes a way for 
us to do what He’s telling us to do. He leads the way and we follow!

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did Saul go looking for with his servant?
His father’s donkeys (1 Samuel 9:3)

Who did Saul and his servant go see to ask about the donkeys?
A man of God, who was Samuel (1 Samuel 9:6, 18–19)

What did Samuel tell Saul?
Samuel said he wanted to eat with Saul, and that Saul shouldn’t worry about the donkeys. He also said that Saul’s 
family was the focus of all Israel’s hopes. (1 Samuel 9:19–20)

How did Saul respond to what Samuel said?
Saul said he was from the smallest tribe in Israel. “Why are you talking to me like this?” (1 Samuel 9:21)

Samuel and Saul then ate a meal together. What was special about it for Saul?
He was seated at the head of the table and given the finest cuts of meat. (1 Samuel 9:22–23 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Has God ever asked you to do something you didn’t think made a lot of sense? How did you respond?
• How can we as a family be obedient to what God is asking us to do together? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, even when what You ask us to do doesn’t make sense to us, we will obey. We know You’re setting up something 
amazing, and we get to be part of it! Thank You for choosing us. We love You! Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: Can God change my life?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Samuel 10:1–16

Can you imagine getting a jar of oil poured over your head? It would take forever to wash that out of your hair! That’s 
what happened to Saul when Samuel anointed him as king of Israel. After that, Samuel gave Saul instructions about 
what to do next. Saul followed Samuel’s instructions and God did some cool things in Saul’s life. God was changing 
Saul and preparing him for something special.

You’re being prepared for something special as well. Each day, God speaks to you and chooses you to do His good 
work. When you listen to Him and do what He tells you to do, He changes your heart to become more like Him. Even 
your desires become more like His. God gave Saul a new heart—how cool is that!

THINK ABOUT IT:
Why did Samuel anoint Saul with oil?
God had appointed Saul to be the ruler over Israel. (1 Samuel 10:1)

What were the men beside Rachel’s tomb going to tell Saul?
They would tell him that his donkeys had been found and that his dad was worried about him. (1 Samuel 10:2)

What did Samuel tell Saul would happen when he met the band of prophets?
The Lord would come powerfully upon Saul and he would prophesy. (1 Samuel 10:5–6)

What did God do for Saul when he turned to leave Samuel?
God gave him a new heart. (1 Samuel 10:9)

When Saul’s uncle asked Saul where he’d been, what did Saul say? What did he not share?
Saul said that they had been looking for the donkeys. He didn’t tell his uncle about the kingdom. (1 Samuel 10:13–16) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Has God changed your life? In what ways?
• What do you think He’s preparing you for?
• What kind of dreams do you have about your future? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for changing our hearts and lives. We want to become more like You. Help us to follow Your plans as 
You make a way for us to do Your will. You chose us, and we choose You! Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: Is it okay to have doubts?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Samuel 10:17–27

God had really shown up in Saul’s life. Saul had been anointed as the king of Israel. He had been given a new heart 
and even prophesied. Even after all that, Saul had some doubts that he would actually be able to lead the people of 
Israel.

When Samuel called the people together and introduced Saul as king, they couldn’t find him! Where do you think he 
was hiding? Well, you’ve read it already, so you know; he was in the baggage! Why was he there? Saul may have 
been unsure about this job. Even when we know that God is telling us to do something, it’s easy to have doubts and 
be insecure. It can happen to anyone. That’s not a sin by itself, but what you do with that doubt and insecurity is 
important. If you take it to God and let Him give you courage, you’ll be amazed by what He’ll do in and through you!

THINK ABOUT IT:
What tribe of Israel was Saul from?
Benjamin (1 Samuel 10:21)

Where was Saul when he was announced as king?
Hiding with the bags (1 Samuel 10:21–23)

What does verse 23 say about Saul’s appearance?
He stood head and shoulders above everyone else. (1 Samuel 10:23)

What did the people shout when Saul was brought out before them and declared king?
“Long live the king!” (1 Samuel 10:24)

What’s your favorite part of the story about God choosing Saul as the first king of Israel?
Answers will vary. 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What has God chosen you to do? Do you have any doubts that you can do it?
• How can our family help to remind you of God’s call on your life? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, we are not good enough on our own, but with You, we can do whatever You tell us to. If we ever have doubts 
about something You’re telling us to do, help us to remember that You are mighty and perfectly strong. There is noth-
ing too big for You, and You never leave us alone to do something. You choose us and then You help us! We love You. 
Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
With God, I can be brave.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
“In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, 

so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.”
- Matthew 5:16 (NLT) -

DAVID
AND

GOLIATH



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Have you ever faced a big problem?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Samuel 17:1–10

In these verses, the Israelites were facing a really big problem. They were literally facing a giant who wanted to fight 
them, but none of them were big enough or strong enough to defeat him. At least that is what they thought. The  
Israelites were a lot like us. We look at what we can see with our eyes or reach out and touch with our own hands. 
When you look in the mirror, you might see someone who is too small, weak, young, or scared to face your  
problems. God doesn’t see us the way we see ourselves when we look in the mirror. First Samuel 16:7 says, “The 
LORD doesn’t see things the way you see them. People judge by outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the 
heart.” Goliath, the giant, looked like he was too big of an enemy for the Israelites to defeat, but God saw the situation  
differently. Your problems might look too big for you to handle, but they will never be too big for God!

THINK ABOUT IT:
Who were the Israelites at war against?
The Philistines (1 Samuel 17:1, 3)

Who was the king of Israel that gathered the Israelite troops?
Saul (1 Samuel 17:2)

Where did Saul and the Israelites gather for the battle?
The Valley of Elah (1 Samuel 17:2)

Who challenged the Israelites to a fight?
A giant named Goliath (1 Samuel 17:8)

When Goliath saw the entire army of Israel on the battlefield, what did he ask to fight instead?
One man (1 Samuel 17:8) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Have you ever faced a really big problem? What was it?
• How do you see yourself when you look in the mirror?
• How does God see you? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for helping me have the courage to face big problems. Help me to see myself and my situations 
through Your eyes instead of my own. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: How do you react when a big problem comes your way?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Samuel 17:11–25

Think about big problems you have faced in your life in the past. Name some of them. Maybe you had to move 
away from your home, school, or church and make all new friends. Maybe you faced a bully at your school or in your 
neighborhood who was always making fun of you. Maybe someone in your family got really sick and died. It might 
be something completely different, but those are all some really big problems. It can be overwhelming to face those 
problems and know how to react in the moment.

Remember how you reacted to those big problems. Maybe there were times when you faced them head-on, and other 
times when you ran away from the situation. Don’t feel too bad if your first reaction is to run away from your problems. 
The Israelites had the same reaction when they heard Goliath challenge them to a fight. None of them wanted to face 
him because he was a really big guy. They didn’t think they could possibly win against him, but they were wrong. Da-
vid saw that it wasn’t a fair fight, but he knew that Goliath was the weaker opponent. Instead of  
running away like the rest of the Israelites, he had a different reaction because he knew God was fighting for him.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did the Israelites do when Goliath came out and challenged them?
They ran away in fright. (1 Samuel 17:24)

How did the Israelites react to Goliath’s challenge?
They were dismayed and terrified. (1 Samuel 17:11)

Who was David’s father?
Jesse (1 Samuel 17:12)

How many days did Goliath come out to challenge the Israelites?
Forty days (1 Samuel 17:16)

Why did David come to the Israelite camp?
To deliver some food to his brothers (1 Samuel 17:17–18) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do you think the Israelites reacted well to Goliath’s challenge? Why or why not?
• Do you think you would have reacted the same way if you were there?
• How do you react to big problems?
• How can you change the way you react to big problems? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for understanding and forgiving me when I don’t react the right way to the problems I face. Please 
help me to be brave enough to face the big problems in my life with Your help. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: Have you ever been jealous of someone?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Ruth 4:22; 1 Samuel 17:26–30

Jealousy is a sneaky thing that can creep in when we least expect it. It’s easy to find ourselves jealous of a sibling, 
friend, or celebrity. Maybe they have a better house, more money, nicer clothes, or just have more confidence in 
themselves. In this case, Eliab, David’s oldest brother, didn’t want David hanging around the Israelite army’s camp.

He had heard that David had been asking around the camp about Goliath’s challenge. Can you imagine your younger 
brother or sister being willing to stand up to a bully who you had run away from? Eliab was the oldest of eight 
brothers, and David was the youngest. Eliab wanted David to go home, but David wasn’t planning on it.

In life, there may be people that we feel jealous of or they cause us to feel insecure about who we are. We can’t allow 
our jealousy to turn to anger like it did for Eliab. God has a specific plan and purpose for each of us. Don’t get caught 
up in jealousy over what God has chosen to give to someone else. Keep your eyes and thoughts focused on God and 
His plan for your life.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What descendant of Ruth became king of Israel?
David (Ruth 4:22)

What was David asking around the camp about?
He asked who Goliath was and what would be given to the man who defeats him. (1 Samuel 17:26)

Who was upset with David?
His oldest brother, Eliab (1 Samuel 17:28)

Why was Eliab angry at David?
He didn’t want him at the army’s camp and thought he only came down to watch the battle. (1 Samuel 17:28)

How did David respond to Eliab?
“What have I done now? I was only asking a question!” (1 Samuel 17:29) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Why do you think Eliab was jealous of David?
• Can you relate more to Eliab or to David? Why?
• Have you ever allowed jealousy to creep in? How did it make you act?
• Do you like to be around someone who is jealous of you? Why or why not? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for having a unique plan and purpose for my life. Help me to focus on You and the gifts You have 
given to me instead of comparing myself to others around me. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: How has God prepared you for what you are facing right now?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Samuel 17:23, 32–51

Do you know how to ride a bike? If not, are you learning to ride a bike? It’s a process. We don’t start on a full-size 
adult bicycle and ride it perfectly the first time. We start on a kids’ bike with training wheels. After building confidence 
with that bike, the training wheels come off. Then, our parents don’t just let us ride that first time without training 
wheels alone. They stay by our side while we wobble, learning to balance on just two wheels. Then, when they are 
confident about us riding without training wheels, maybe our parents would let us ride outside alone or with our 
friends.

Just like parents prepare kids for riding bicycles slowly over time, God uses a process to prepare us for what we are 
going to face in our future. In our Bible reading today, we read that God prepared David for facing the giant by helping 
him defeat a lion and a bear when he was taking care of the sheep. David knew that God had been with him and had 
helped him defeat those smaller enemies. So, he knew that God would be with him to help him defeat a much bigger 
enemy—Goliath.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Who volunteered to fight Goliath?
David (1 Samuel 17:32)

Why did Saul not believe that David could defeat Goliath?
David was young and Goliath had been a warrior from his youth. (1 Samuel 17:33)

What enemies had David fought while protecting sheep that prepared him to fight Goliath?
He fought a lion and a bear (1 Samuel 17:34–36)

What did David choose to bring with him into battle instead of the kings armor and weapons?
His staff, five smooth stones, and his sling (1 Samuel 17:40)

What giant did David kill?
Goliath (1 Samuel 17:23)
 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What have your parents done for you in the past to prepare you for what you are facing right now?
• What has God done for you in the past to prepare you for what you are facing right now? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for preparing me and giving me everything I need to face the problems I have today. Please help me 
to remember that You are with me and that You have equipped me to fight my battles each day. Amen..



The BIG Answer: 
With God, I know what to do.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
“In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, 

so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.”
- Matthew 5:16 (NLT) -

SOLOMON
CHOOSES
WISDOM



DAY 1
Question of the Day: How is God with you all the time?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Kings 1:31–33; 2:1–4; 1 Chronicles 22:9; 2 Chronicles 1:1

Second Chronicles 1:1 tells us that God was with Solomon and made him exceedingly great. The same God who was 
with King Solomon thousands of years ago still promises to be with us all the time. You might be wondering, “How is 
God with me and everyone else all at the same time?” That does seem impossible when we look at it from a human 
perspective, but God isn’t human. God is the same God yesterday, today, and forever. He is able to be everywhere at 
the same time. He’s just that big! It’s hard for us to understand because we think of someone only being in one place 
at a time, but God is not limited to being in only one place at a time. This means that we can talk to Him and ask Him 
for help at any time of the day. We don’t have to wait for Him to be available because He is always with us.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Who was Solomon’s father?
David (1 Kings 2:1)

What did Solomon’s father tell him would happen if he obeyed all of God’s commands?
He would be successful. (1 Kings 2:3)

Whom did God tell David to choose to be king after his death?
Solomon (1 Kings 1:32–35; 1 Chronicles 22:9)

Who was with Solomon?
God (2 Chronicles 1:1)

What did God make Solomon?
Very powerful (2 Chronicles 1:1) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How does it make you feel to know that God is with you all the time?
• What is one way you know that God is with you?
• What is something you can do because God is with you? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for being with me all the time. Help me to remember that You are always there for me, and I can ask 
You for help when I need it. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: How do you thank God for being with you?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 2 Chronicles 1:2–6

Have you ever done something really nice for a friend or given a gift to a friend, and they never thanked you for it? 
How did that make you feel? You probably felt a little disappointed that your friend didn’t notice what you did. Now, we 
shouldn’t do nice things for others just to receive a thank you, but it sure is nice to receive one.

King Solomon thanked God by offering a thousand burnt offerings to Him as a sacrifice of worship. Have you thanked 
God recently for all the things He has done for you? It’s so easy to spend all of our prayer time asking Him for things, 
but it’s even more important to take the time to thank Him for what He has done. A good way not to forget to do that is 
to start your prayer time with thanks, then move on to your prayer requests and needs. God cares about our  
requests, but He also deserves our thanks.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Where did Solomon and the Israelites go to worship God?
Gibeon (2 Chronicles 1:3)

Why did the people go to Gibeon?
God’s tabernacle was there (2 Chronicles 1:3)

Who had moved the ark of God to Jerusalem before this?
David (2 Chronicles 1:4)

What did Solomon offer to the Lord on the bronze altar?
He offered one thousand burnt offerings. (2 Chronicles 1:6) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What are some ways you can thank someone?
• What are some ways you can show God that you are thankful?
• What is something you are thankful to God for today? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for all the things You have done for me and for loving me even when I forget to say thanks. Please 
help me to remember to offer my thanks to You before bringing my requests and needs. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: What can you ask God for?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Kings 3:5–14; 6:2–3; 2 Chronicles 1:7–10

Solomon had an amazing opportunity when God came to him that night. God told Solomon that he could ask Him for 
anything he wanted and it would be given to him. Can you imagine making that decision? There are so many 
amazing things you could ask for. You could ask for unlimited money, to be famous, or even to live forever.

God cares about our requests, but He also knows our needs. He isn’t going to grant our every wish, but He is going 
to take care of us. God knows what we need before we even ask for it. In fact, God already knew what King Solomon 
needed, but He wanted to see if Solomon would make the right choice for himself. Solomon made the right choice 
and chose wisdom over all those other earthly things he could have asked for. Wisdom and knowledge were exactly 
what Solomon needed to lead the people, and God gave it to him.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did God say to Solomon?
“What do you want? Ask, and I will give it to you!” (2 Chronicles 1:7)

Whom did Solomon say God had shown love to?
David (2 Chronicles 1:8)

What did Solomon ask God to give him when he became king?
Wisdom (1 Kings 3:5–14)

What building did Solomon erect for God?
The temple of the Lord (1 Kings 6:2–3)

What did Solomon say he needed wisdom and knowledge to do?
 We needed wisdom and knowledge to lead God’s people well. (2 Chronicles 1:10) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What is the difference between a want and a need?
• Will God give you everything you want? Why or why not?
• Will God give you everything you need? Why or why not?
• What should you ask God for? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for knowing what I need before I even come to You and ask for it. Help me to know the difference 
between what I want and what I need. Help me to make wise choices. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: How has God been good you?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 2 Chronicles 1:10–12; Proverbs 9:10

Think about all the good and awesome things you have in your life right now. It could be your family, friends, a house 
to live in, clothes to wear, your favorite video game system, lots of yummy food to eat, and more. The list could  
probably be a lot longer because God has been good to us and blessed us with so many great things. It’s easy to take 
some of those things for granted in our daily lives and forget how much we are blessed.

When Solomon made the right choice of wisdom and knowledge over wealth and fame, God blessed him with more. 
He gave Solomon wisdom and knowledge just as he had asked, and God gave him wealth, possessions, and honor 
on top of that. God blesses those who love Him and follow Him with their whole hearts. Does that mean that we won’t 
face problems or hard times as Christians? No, the Bible tells us that we will have trouble in life. But, our blessings 
are not limited to our time on earth. We will receive many more blessings when we are in heaven with God.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did Solomon not ask God for?
Wealth, possessions, honor, the death of his enemies, or a long life (2 Chronicles 1:11)

Why did Solomon want wisdom and knowledge?
To help him lead and govern his people, the Israelites (2 Chronicles 1:10)

What did God give to Solomon along with wisdom and knowledge?
Wealth, riches, and fame (2 Chronicles 1:12)

What does the Bible declare is the foundation or beginning of wisdom?
Fear of (respect for) the LORD (Proverbs 9:10) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What are some things that God has blessed you and your family with?
• Have you thanked Him for those blessings lately?
• What are some blessings you are looking forward to receiving when you get to heaven? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for all the blessings You have given to me, even the ones I take for granted. Please help me to be 
thankful for the blessings I have. I look forward to the blessings I will receive when I go to heaven. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God is the one true God.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
“In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, 

so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.”
- Matthew 5:16 (NLT) -

ELIJAH
VS. BAAL’S
PROPHETS



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Should you worship more than one god?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Exodus 20:3; 1 Kings 18:16–21; 21:4–5

These Bible verses in 1 Kings talk about how the people of Israel had been worshiping false gods. They had 
followed their wicked King Ahab and his gods, and had stopped following the commands of the one true God. Elijah 
decided to ask the people and King Ahab about their worship to false gods. He told them that they needed to make a 
choice of which god they wanted to serve and follow.

The Bible clearly says that we are not to worship other gods and are to remain faithful to the one true God. We have 
to make a choice. You might be thinking, “I don’t worship any other gods.” You may not worship other gods like the 
people of Israel were doing, but anything or anyone who becomes more important to us than God can become a 
“god” in our lives. What are some things you find yourself choosing to do instead of spending time with God? Those 
are things that may become “gods” if you aren’t careful. That’s why it’s so important to spend time with God every 
single day.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What is the first of the Ten Commandments?
You must not have any other god but me [the one true God]. (Exodus 20:3)

What did Elijah accuse the people of Israel and their king of doing?
He accused them of abandoning the Lord’s commands and following the Baals. (1 Kings 18:18)

Who were the wicked king and queen of Israel during the time of Elijah?
Ahab and Jezebel (1 Kings 21:4–5)

Where did Elijah ask to meet the people?
Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18:19)

What did the people say when Elijah accused them of going back and forth between following God and Baal?
They were silent. (1 Kings 18:21) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do you think it was okay for the Israelites to worship other gods?
• Do you find yourself choosing to do other things instead of spending time with God?
• What other things have become “gods” in your life?
• How can you make spending time with God every day the most important thing? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for being understanding when I lose my focus on You. Help me to set aside distraction-free time to 
spend with You each day. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: Is the God of the Israelites, the same one we serve, the one true God?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read:1 Kings 18:22–29

Maybe you know someone who believes in a different god(s), or maybe you know or someone who doesn’t believe 
that there is a God at all. Their different beliefs may be confusing and make you question whether you are right about 
what you believe.

The people of Israel were uncertain about this as well. They didn’t know if the God they had been serving for 
hundreds of years was really the one true God. Other nations and their religions had confused the Israelites and 
made them believe that there were other gods worth worshiping. They thought they could worship God and those 
other gods at the same time.

Elijah was ready to prove to them once and for all that God was the one true God. When the prophets of Baal 
shouted and danced around their altar all day long, nothing happened. That alone would have been enough to prove 
that Baal wasn’t listening. However, God proved to the Israelites and everyone else that He was the one true God.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What is a prophet?
A prophet is a person whom God has chosen to speak for Him in a special way through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
(Deuteronomy 18:18; Judges 4:4; 1 Samuel 19:20; Acts 2:17)

How many of God’s prophets were left?
Elijah is the one we know about for sure (1 Kings 18:22)

What did Elijah challenge the prophets of Baal to do?
He challenged them to build an altar and call on their god to set fire to it. (1 Kings 18:23–24)

Who went first in the challenge?
The prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18:25)

What happened when the prophets called on Baal?
Nothing (1 Kings 18:26–29) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do you know someone who believes in a different religion or god? What do they believe in?
• Have you ever tried to share with them about your God? Why or why not? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for being the one true God. I don’t need to follow or worship anyone or anything else because You are 
all I need. Please help me to be bold about telling my friends who don’t believe in You everything about You. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: How can you show your faith in God?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Kings 18:30–35

Elijah didn’t just build an altar and call out to God to set it on fire. He went above and beyond to create an 
over-the-top miracle for all the people of Israel to see. He took twelve stones to represent the twelve tribes of Israel to 
build the altar to the Lord. He made sure that the altar was completely drenched in water by having four large jars of 
water poured all over the altar, not once but three times. None of these details were part of the original deal with the  
prophets of Baal, but Elijah decided to go above and beyond. His faith in God was strong that God would do what He 
had promised—to set the sacrifice on fire. Elijah didn’t doubt God at all, and he went above and beyond to prove it to 
the people of Israel. That is the kind of faith God is looking for in all of us who follow Him.

THINK ABOUT IT:
How many stones did Elijah use to build the altar?
Twelve stones (1 Kings 18:31)

What did the twelve stones represent?
The twelve tribes of Israel (1 Kings 18:31)

What did Elijah dig around the altar?
A trench to hold water (1 Kings 18:32)

How many jars of water did Elijah have poured on the altar?
He had four jars of water filled to pour over the sacrifice. (1 Kings 18:33)

How many times did Elijah have them pour four jars of water on the altar?
Three times (1 Kings 18:34) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What is one reason you have faith in God?
• What is something you can do to show God you have complete faith in Him? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving me faith to believe in You. Help me to go above and beyond in my faith in You just like Eli-
jah. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: How powerful is God?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Kings 18:24, 30–39

When Elijah prayed to God, he didn’t shout, dance, or do anything else like the prophets of Baal. After he prepared 
the altar, the Bible says that he simply stepped forward and prayed. He asked God to make His power and existence 
known to the people of Israel so they would turn their hearts back to following Him.

That’s all it took for God to show up that day—a simple prayer! God didn’t just light the sacrifice on fire; He burned up 
everything with His supernatural fire. When the people saw God’s power at work that day, they fell on their faces and 
declared that God was the one true God. They would no longer follow Baal and his false prophets. Can you imagine 
being there on that day? God’s power was so evident and real! God is omnipotent—He has all power and can do 
anything.

It can be harder for us to remember just how powerful our God is if we haven’t seen Him light anything on fire lately. 
God is still performing miracles and showing up for us. We just need to be listening for His voice and praying for His 
power to be revealed to us.

THINK ABOUT IT:
On Mount Carmel, why did Elijah ask God to consume the sacrifice with fire?
So that all of Israel would know that God was really God. (1 Kings 18:30–39)

What did Elijah do to call on God?
He stepped forward to the altar and prayed. (1 Kings 18:36)

What do we mean when we say that God is omnipotent?
God is all-powerful.

What happened immediately after Elijah prayed?
The fire of the Lord fell and burned up everything. (1 Kings 18:38) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• How did God reveal His power to the Israelites?
• How have you seen God’s power at work in your life or in the lives of your family?
• What is something you would like to ask God to do that only He could do? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for being so powerful and for revealing Your power to me through Your Word. Please allow me to see 
Your power at work in my life. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God cares about everything in my life.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
“In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, 

so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.”
- Matthew 5:16 (NLT) -

ELISHA
AND THE
WIDOW



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Who do you ask for help?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 2 Kings 2:11–15, 4:1

Some people are more comfortable asking for help than others, but when you are in a time of need, you have no 
other choice. But, you do have a choice of who you go to when you are in need. It might depend on the situation or 
problem. Maybe you go to your parents when you need help with something at home. Maybe you go to a teacher 
when you need help with a difficult school assignment. Maybe you go to a friend when you just need someone to talk 
to. Those are all great examples of people God has placed in our lives, but they aren’t necessarily who you should 
always go to first. The widow in our Bible story asked Elisha for help because she knew he was a prophet of the Lord. 
We can also come to God and ask Him for help when we need it. We can trust Him when we need help.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Whom did God take directly to heaven in a whirlwind?
Elijah (2 Kings 2:11)

What prophet succeeded Elijah?
Elisha (2 Kings 2:15)

Who needed help in 2 Kings 4?
A widow or the wife of a man from the company of the prophets (2 Kings 4:1)

Who did she cry out to for help?
Elisha (2 Kings 4:1)

Why did she need Elisha’s help?
A creditor was coming to take her two sons to be slaves. (2 Kings 4:1) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Who do you ask for help first?
• Do you usually pray to God first or as a last resort? Why?
• Why is it important to go to God when you need help? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for always being available to me when I need help. Help me to automatically turn to You when I need 
help. Amen. 



DAY 2
Question of the Day: What do you have that God could use?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 2 Kings 4:2

The widow in our story needed help, and she reached out to the prophet Elisha because she knew he could perform 
a miracle with God’s help. She may have been surprised for his response to be, “What do you have?” She may have 
thought, “I have nothing. That’s why I reached out to you for help.” She said she had nothing but a small jar of olive 
oil. She may have thought that God wouldn’t possibly use something so small to fix such a big problem.

Maybe you think you don’t have anything big or awesome enough for God to use either. God can use even the little 
things you do to do big things when He is part of the process. Don’t limit what God could use in your life. Give Him 
permission to use anything He wants.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Did Elisha respond to the widow’s cry for help?
Yes (2 Kings 4:2)

What did Elisha say to her?
“What can I do to help you? Tell me, what do you have in the house?” (2 Kings 4:2)

What did the widow say she had?
A small jar of olive oil (2 Kings 4:2) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What is something (skill, talent, etc.) you have that God could use?
• What is something small that you thought was too unimportant or useless for God to use? How could God use it? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for being willing to use me and the small things I have to offer. Please help me to see how I can be 
used by You. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: What is something you need to ask God for?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 2 Kings 4:3–4

Elijah told the widow to do something that probably seemed a bit odd. He told her to go out into her neighborhood and 
ask everyone for their empty jars. We aren’t talking about one or two jars. He said to find as many jars as she could. 
Her neighbors were probably wondering what she needed all those jars for, but it didn’t matter. The widow went out 
and asked for what she needed, and she received what she asked for.

What would have happened if the widow had been too afraid to ask Elisha for help or to ask her neighbors for their 
empty jars? It’s possible that God never would have performed the awesome miracle He did for her. It takes faith and 
humility to ask God for help. God doesn’t judge us or think we are weak for needing His help. He wants to hear from 
us, and He wants to help us because He wants what is best for us.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What was the widow told to ask for?
Empty jars (2 Kings 4:3)

Who did she ask to borrow jars from?
Her neighbors (2 Kings 4:3)

Where did she go after collecting the jars?
Her home (2 Kings 4:4)

What did Elisha tell her to do with jars when she had collected them?
Pour oil from her small flask into all the big jars (2 Kings 4:4) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What is something you need to ask God for, but you haven’t yet? Why haven’t you asked for His help?
• Do you believe God will help you? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for always being there to listen when I need to ask for something. Help me not to be afraid or 
ashamed of bringing my needs to You. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: Does God give us enough when we ask?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 2 Kings 4:5–7

Elisha told the widow what she needed to do, and in faith, she did what he said to do. She collected all the empty jars 
she could find, took them home, closed her door, and began to fill the jars with oil. She may have felt silly at first about 
trying to fill a bunch of empty jars with oil from a tiny bottle, but that was what she was told to do. She filled jar after jar 
after jar, and the oil just kept flowing. It didn’t stop until she had run out of jars to fill! All of her empty jars were filled 
with oil.

She had so much oil that she was able to sell the jars of oil to pay off all of her debts. God took good care of her and 
used His prophet Elisha to help her. She even had enough money left over so she and her sons had enough to live on 
and pay for daily needs like food and clothing. That is an amazing miracle! It reminds us that God will take care of us 
no matter what. It may not look the way we thought it would, but He always knows best.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Did the widow do what Elisha told her to do?
Yes (2 Kings 4:5)

How many jars were filled with oil?
All of them (2 Kings 4:6)

When did the oil stop flowing?
When all the jars were full (2 Kings 4:6)

What did Elisha tell her to do with the oil to help her money problems?
He told her to sell the oil. (2 Kings 4:7)

Did selling the oil pay off the widow’s debts?
Yes, and she was able to live on what is left. (2 Kings 4:7) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What would have happened if the widow had found more jars?
• The widow had lots of jars because her neighbors helped her.  
• What’s something you have that God could use to help someone else?
• Do you need something that God can help you with? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for taking care of me. Please help me to trust in You to give me what I need when I ask. Amen. 



The BIG Answer: 
God loves everyone.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
For we live by believing and not by seeing.

- 2 Corinthians 5:7 (NLT) -

JOHAN
GOES TO
NINEVEH



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Who does God love?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: John 3:16–18

We live in a world where people may judge one another based on the country they are from, their background,  
gender, age, or appearance. Those things may lead us to label people as unimportant, dirty, dishonest, etc. Labels 
can be a barrier to us loving people we see as different from us. But the Bible tells us that God has shown love to 
everyone no matter the labels people may give them. He showed that love through sending His Son—Jesus.

God created people “in the beginning.” Today we represent different countries and cultures. He still wants a  
relationship with each and every one of us. That’s what Jesus was saying about God’s love in the verses above.

THINK ABOUT IT:
How does John 3:16 say God showed His love to us?
He sent His Son. (John 3:16)

Does the place you’re from or the color of your skin change God’s love for you?
No, our labels don’t change God’s love.

Why did God send His Son to the world?
God wanted to save the world. (John 3:17)

What is waiting for everyone who believes and trusts in Jesus?
Eternal life (John 3:16)

Who is God’s Son that He sent to save us?
Jesus 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did you learn about God’s love from today’s devotion?
• Have you ever loved someone less because of the labels someone put on them? Why?
• Do you think God wants us to love everyone like He does? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for showing us how great Your love is and how You love everyone. Help me to look beyond the labels 
and love others as You do. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: Does God show love to bad people?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Romans 5:6–8, 11

Since the very first humans, people have made bad choices and sinned against God. Sin is when we know the right 
thing that God wants us to do, and we choose not to do it. The Bible says that everyone has sinned, and that means 
we’ve all done bad things. And even though we deserve punishment for our sins, God is patient and gives us time to 
change our ways and follow Him.

God showed His love for us, even though we sinned, by sending Jesus Christ to die for us. There is no greater form 
of love than to willingly give up your life for someone else. That is exactly what Jesus did. God loved us so much that 
He sent Jesus to give His life to pay for our sins. Even though people do things that are bad and sinful, God showed 
them love anyway.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What kind of people did Jesus Christ die for?
He gave His life for sinners. (Romans 5:6)

Who does the Bible say has sinned?
Everyone has sinned.

How did God show His love for us?
He sent Jesus to die for us. (Romans 5:8)

When did God show that love to us?
. When we were still sinners (Romans 5:8)

What kind of relationship with God can we have because of Jesus?
We can be God’s friends. (Romans 5:11) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• Have you ever been hurt by someone and wanted them to be punished right away? Why?
• Have you ever been the one who hurt someone else and was given mercy by not being punished?  
   How did that feel?
• Since God is patient with us, should we be patient with others? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for being patient with me. I know I make bad choices sometimes, but You love me no matter what. I 
don’t deserve it, but I am so thankful for Your love. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: How can I receive God’s loving forgiveness?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 John 1:8–10

The Bible tells us that God showed His love by offering forgiveness to everyone through Jesus. But many people 
reject God and never accept His love. These people won’t admit the truth that they keep sinning against Him. This is 
sad, because it’s not hard to begin accepting God’s love.

The best place to start a relationship with God is by admitting that you’ve done wrong. That is called confessing. 
When you tell Him the truth about your sin, He starts to wash that dirty sin away. It’s like a car wash for your heart! 
You can’t wash the dirt off a car if it’s hidden where the water can’t hit it. That is sort of how your sin is when you won’t 
confess it. But when you are honest and bring your sin to God, He shows you love by forgiving the sin and washing 
your heart to be clean.

THINK ABOUT IT:
How many stones did Elijah use to build the altar?
Twelve stones (1 Kings 18:31)

What did the twelve stones represent?
The twelve tribes of Israel (1 Kings 18:31)

What did Elijah dig around the altar?
A trench to hold water (1 Kings 18:32)

How many jars of water did Elijah have poured on the altar?
He had four jars of water filled to pour over the sacrifice. (1 Kings 18:33)

How many times did Elijah have them pour four jars of water on the altar?
Three times (1 Kings 18:34) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What is one reason you have faith in God?
• What is something you can do to show God you have complete faith in Him? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving me faith to believe in You. Help me to go above and beyond in my faith in You just like Eli-
jah. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: How powerful is God?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Kings 18:24, 30–39

When Elijah prayed to God, he didn’t shout, dance, or do anything else like the prophets of Baal. After he prepared 
the altar, the Bible says that he simply stepped forward and prayed. He asked God to make His power and existence 
known to the people of Israel so they would turn their hearts back to following Him.

That’s all it took for God to show up that day—a simple prayer! God didn’t just light the sacrifice on fire; He burned up 
everything with His supernatural fire. When the people saw God’s power at work that day, they fell on their faces and 
declared that God was the one true God. They would no longer follow Baal and his false prophets. Can you imagine 
being there on that day? God’s power was so evident and real! God is omnipotent—He has all power and can do 
anything.

It can be harder for us to remember just how powerful our God is if we haven’t seen Him light anything on fire lately. 
God is still performing miracles and showing up for us. We just need to be listening for His voice and praying for His 
power to be revealed to us.

THINK ABOUT IT:
On Mount Carmel, why did Elijah ask God to consume the sacrifice with fire?
So that all of Israel would know that God was really God. (1 Kings 18:30–39)

What did Elijah do to call on God?
He stepped forward to the altar and prayed. (1 Kings 18:36)

What do we mean when we say that God is omnipotent?
God is all-powerful.

What happened immediately after Elijah prayed?
The fire of the Lord fell and burned up everything. (1 Kings 18:38) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• How did God reveal His power to the Israelites?
• How have you seen God’s power at work in your life or in the lives of your family?
• What is something you would like to ask God to do that only He could do? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for being so powerful and for revealing Your power to me through Your Word. Please allow me to see 
Your power at work in my life. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God listens when I pray.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
For we live by believing and not by seeing.

- 2 Corinthians 5:7 (NLT) -

DANIEL  
IN THE

LIONS’ DEN



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Does God listen to me?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: James 5:13–18

When we pray, it’s important to trust that God is actually listening. But sometimes it can be tough. Sometimes  
Christians go through times when we wonder if God is really listening. In those times, we can keep our faith strong by 
reminding ourselves of what the Bible says. In today’s Bible reading, James wrote about many ways prayer can help. 
He reminded us about the prophet Elijah and how God really does listen to people’s prayers.

Because we’re important to God and He loves us, we can trust that He will hear and answer when we pray. Keep 
praying and seeking God through every situation you go through. Prayer will cause your relationship with Him to grow 
and help you understand His will for your life more each day.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What can we read to remind ourselves that God listens?
The Bible

What did James say to do when you go through hard times?
Pray (James 5:13)

If you’re sick, who can you go to for prayer?
The leaders in your church (James 5:14)

How did James describe the prayer of a person who is in a right relationship with God?
Those prayers have power and produce results. (James 5:16)

What did James point out about Elijah that can help us trust that God is listening to our prayers?
Like us, Elijah was human. And if God listened to Elijah, then He can also listen to us. (James 5:17) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• When it feels like God doesn’t hear you, what can you do?
• Who are some leaders in your church that you could ask to pray for you when you need it?
• How does it make you feel to know that God answered Elijah in a big way even though he was just a  
  normal person? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
Father God, thank You for loving me enough to listen to what I have to say. I know You listen even when I don’t  
always feel it. Help me to never forget how important I am to You and that You care about me. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: Does God answer prayers?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 John 5:13–15

Does God answer our prayers? That’s a question Christians have struggled to understand for a long time.  
Sometimes, God responds quickly when we pray, giving us just what we need when we ask. But at other times, we 
wait and wait, as our problems continue. We feel like our prayers aren’t being answered.

God does answer prayer, but His answers may not be what we would choose or at the time we would want.  
Sometimes, we may not see the answer in our lifetime. And sometimes the answer is no when we ask for things that 
aren’t part of His plan. Does God answer our prayers? Yes. But God is God, and His answers always follow His  
perfect plan and purpose, not ours. He knows what is best, and our prayers should be full of trust in Him and His will.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Does God always answer our prayers right away?
No. Sometimes answers may take a long time.

Who was John writing to in today’s Bible reading?
Those who believe in Jesus, the Son of God (1 John 5:13)

How can we be sure that God will hear our requests?
We should pray for things that please Him. (1 John 5:14)

God’s answers to our prayers show us what?
His perfect plans for us

How does God answer when we ask Him for the right things?
He gives us what we ask for. (1 John 5:14–15) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• How does it make you feel to know that God answers prayers?
• Why do you think God makes us wait sometimes for His answer?
• Do you have a prayer that you’re still waiting on an answer for? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
Father God, thank You for caring enough about me to hear and answer my prayers. Help me to believe and not doubt 
as I bring my needs to You. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: How should I pray?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Luke 11:1–4

Prayer is a conversation with God. Since we have never seen God, sometimes we wonder what to say to God when 
we pray. Jesus gave us a great example of how to pray in Luke 11. We often call this the Lord’s Prayer. Jesus did not 
say to use only these words, but to use this prayer as an example as we pray in our own way to God.

This prayer shows us the importance of honoring God and trusting for His will to be done in our life. We also see how 
to ask for things including forgiveness. It finishes with a prayer to show us how to keep ourselves from evil so we can 
continue to grow in our relationship with God.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Why did Jesus teach His followers how pray?
Because His disciples asked Him to teach them to pray, just as John the Baptist taught his disciples  
(Luke 11:1)

Who did Jesus pray to?
God, the Father (Luke 11:2)

Should we ask God for the things we need to live?
Yes. Jesus’ prayer for food shows that God wants to take care of what we need to live. (Luke 11:3)

When we ask God to forgive us, what should we do for others?
We have to forgive those who have done wrong to us just as God forgives the wrong things we’ve done. (Luke 11:4)

How can prayer help us choose to do good things?
We can ask God for help when we’re tempted to do wrong things. (Luke 11:4) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• How can calling God “Father” change your ideas about prayer?
• What are the different elements you see in this prayer?
• What’s something in Jesus’ prayer that you can add to your prayers? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
Father God, You are a holy God and I love You. May Your plan happen in my life. Provide for my family’s need. Please 
help me to forgive anyone who has done wrong to me. Forgive me also Lord. Help me to make the right choices today 
in all I do. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: How do I hear from God?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: John 14:23–26

Since He created the world, God has wanted a close relationship with people. In the Garden of Eden, God walked 
and talked with Adam and Eve directly. He spoke to the prophets and priests of the Old Testament in different ways. 
To people in first-century Palestine, He spoke through Jesus His Son. Today He still speaks to us. Although God is not 
limited in the ways He speaks to us, He usually communicates with us through the Bible, His written Word, through 
the still, small voice of the Holy Spirit in our heart, and through the voice of trusted Christian leaders.

As we wait to hear from God, we can be sure that He is leading and guiding us on His path. Prayer is not just us 
talking to God, but it is also allowing Him to talk to us and help us grow in Him.

THINK ABOUT IT:
How do we know that God talks to people?
The Bible tells us about many times He spoke to people throughout history.

In John 14:23, how did Jesus say we can show Him love?
By doing the things He has said (John 14:23)

Whose words did Jesus say He spoke?
God, the Father (John 14:24)

What did Jesus say the Holy Spirit would help us remember?
The things that Jesus had said (John 14:26)

What are some ways we can hear from God?
Answers may vary, but can include things like prayer, the Bible, the Holy Spirit speaking, and trusted Christian l 
leaders.
 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What are some ways that you believe God has spoken to you?
• When we talk to God, how can removing distractions help us listen?
• How can spending time listening for the Holy Spirit to speak help you in the future? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for speaking to me. Please help me to listen. As I read and pray, please continue to show me Your 
perfect plan. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God knows what’s best.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
For we live by believing and not by seeing.

- 2 Corinthians 5:7 (NLT) -

ESTHER
AND THE

KING



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Does God have a plan for my life?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Proverbs 16:1–9

Many things we buy come unassembled for ease of shipment. They must be put together before they can be  
used. Bicycles, bookshelves, and TV stands often require assembly. They typically come with an instruction manual 
that lists the parts and explains how they all fit together.

In a similar way, our lives can feel unassembled at times. The future is unknown and the path ahead may seem  
unclear or cluttered with obstacles. But God has not left us to put our lives together on our own. As our Master  
Creator, He has a plan for each of us that takes us through becoming the unique person He created us to be. His plan 
that will lead us to the good things He planned for us from the beginning.

THINK ABOUT IT:
How do we find the right plan for our future?
Go to God for help because He has the right answer. (Proverbs 16:1)

Based on these proverbs, how can we plan for success?
Give God control over your actions. (Proverbs 16:3)

What happens to people who are prideful about their life and plans and never repent?
God will punish them. (Proverbs 16:5)

Based on the proverb, how can we have more peace in our life?
Live to please God (Proverbs 16:7)

Will God help us if we make the plans that follow His?
Yes, He can direct our steps. (Proverbs 16:9) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• How does knowing that God has a plan for your life make you feel?
• What are some ways we can find out God’s plan for our life? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for loving me enough to care about my future. Thank you for showing me that You have a plan and 
will help me to follow it. Help my faith to grow stronger as we walk this plan together. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: Do I need to worry about the future?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Psalm 103:5; Philippians 4:4–9

The world we live in can make it easy to worry about the future. Natural disasters, economic downturns, political ten-
sions, and family crises can at times cause us to fear and worry about all the “what ifs.” “What if I don’t pass this test?” 
“What if my dad loses his job?” “What if I get sick?” “What if my friend moves away?”

But we can take great comfort in knowing God has plans for us, and those plans include very good things. His desire 
has always been to fill our lives with good things (Psalm 103:5). When we trust in Him and honor Him in everything 
we do, He will lead us on paths that get us there. And, He gives us peace in our heart, a peace that may not make 
sense, but guards our heart and mind. We can have peace and know that our future is in His hands.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What has God planned to fill your life with?
Good things (Psalm 103:5)

Rather than worrying, what did Paul say to do in Philippians 4:6?
Pray (Philippians 4:6)

If you’re worried about needs in your life, what should you do?
Bring your requests to God with thankfulness for what He’s already done. (Philippians 4:6)

When we take our needs to God, what does He give us in return?
God gives peace for our heart and mind. (Philippians 4:7)

What kinds of things does Paul tell us to focus on?
Things that are true, honorable, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent, and worthy of praise. (Philippians 4:8) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What should you do the next time you are anxious or begin to worry?
• How can the Bible help in those situations?
• Do you have any worry or stress right now that you’d like to pray about? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You, Lord for showing me that You have a plan for good things for my life. I do not need to worry about 
what is going to happen because You already have it under control. I trust You and will not allow what’s happening 
around me to change my faith. I trust You. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: What is fasting?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Matthew 4:2–4

Fasting is a way we can honor God by giving up something we value to focus more on God. Fasting usually means 
giving up food, or certain types of food, so we can pray and spend time with God. The Bible gives many examples of 
people who chose not to eat food or certain foods for a time to help them listen to God better. Even Jesus fasted and 
prayed to help Him through a time when the devil tried to tempt Him to sin.

When we fast, we are telling God He is more important than other things in our lives and we choose to focus on Him 
above all else. When we fast, God helps us to see things in our life that need improvement. He may show us His 
plans for our life. Fasting should never be done to impress other people, but should be done to put God first, above all 
else.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What is fasting?
To give up something important to us (usually eating) for a certain time to focus on God.

Who was fasting in today’s Bible reading?
Jesus (Matthew 4:1–2)

Why did Jesus fast and pray?
He was preparing for His ministry. He knew that the devil would come to tempt Him. (Matthew 4:1–2)

In Matthew 4:2–4, what did Jesus say was more important than eating food?
The Word of God (Matthew 4:4

Why should I fast?
To honor God by focusing more on Him than anything else. 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What are some of the reasons fasting can be so difficult to do?
• What are some things you could choose to fast from to help you listen to God? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for loving me and always having my best interests in mind. Help me to always put You first and not 
allow things to distract me from seeking You. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: What can I do now that’s best for my future?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Romans 10:9–15

It’s easy to get focused on things going on right now like where we will go after lunch or what we will do this weekend. 
But God’s plans for us are much bigger than that. He knows the best thing for your life is to have a relationship with 
Him through Jesus. When you pray to have a relationship with God and become a Christian, your entire future  
changes for the better.

The way to get that future started is by understanding that you’ve sinned and need a relationship with God. He loved 
us so much that He sent Jesus to give His life to pay for our sins. When you ask Jesus to forgive your sins, He  
forgives you and makes you a new person. From that point on, you’re headed toward the best future possible!  
Instead of moving toward the destruction that sin causes, you have a new life with Jesus as Lord.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What two things did the Bible reading say you need to do to be saved?
Make Jesus your Lord and believe that God has raised Him back to life. (Romans 10:9)

What action makes you right with God?
Believing in your heart (Romans 10:10)

Who does God offer salvation to?
Everyone, regardless of their background (Romans 10:11–13)

Who did God send to give His life so that everyone can be saved?
Jesus

How does the message of Jesus get to people who haven’t heard?
By Jesus’ followers going and telling others about Him. (Romans 10:14) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• Why does everyone need to hear about Jesus?
• If you don’t have a relationship with God, what is stopping you? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
Jesus, thank You for dying for me because of my sins. Forgive me and make me a new person. Save me from the 
bad choices I have made. Help me remember that nothing can ever separate me from Your love. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God wants me to trust Him.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
For we live by believing and not by seeing.

- 2 Corinthians 5:7 (NLT) -

NEHEMIAH  
REBUILDS
THE WALL



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Does God keep His promises?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 2 Corinthians 1:19–22

One of the great things about the Bible is that it’s full of stories about real people who God made a promise to and 
then kept it. Over and over, we can read that God keeps His promises. As you read the Bible, your faith will grow, 
knowing that you can trust God in every situation. God would never lie—He is truth.

Sometimes doubt will try to break your faith in God. Reading verses like the ones we just did will remind you that He 
keeps His promises. You can trust that God has made promises that have already been fulfilled through Jesus. You 
are just waiting to see them appear in your life.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Can you trust that God will do everything He says?
Yes, He does everything He says. (2 Corinthians 1:19)

What’s one thing you can read or listen to that will help you remember God keeps His promises?
Stories from the Bible, stories from other followers of Jesus

Who did God use to fulfill His promises?
Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 1:20)

What has God given us as proof that He will keep His promises to us?
His Holy Spirit in our heart (2 Corinthians 1:22)

What do you think the Bible means when it says that Jesus doesn’t “waver between ‘yes’ and ‘no’ ”?
It means that Jesus doesn’t flip-flop or change His mind about what God has promised. (2 Corinthians 1:19) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• How does it make you feel to know that God keeps all His promises?
• How can reading or hearing the Bible help you trust God more?
• What is something you noticed in the verses you read today?
 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for always being faithful and never lying to me. Thank You that I can always trust that You are taking 
care of me. Help me not to forget the promises in Your Word. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: Can I trust God?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Isaiah 26:3–8

There are times when people we trust may break a promise. But we can trust and know that God is faithful and will 
always do everything He has promised. He is worthy of our faith and trust. Faithfulness is part of the very nature of 
God, and He will always be the One you can fully trust.

When problems come and the future seems uncertain, we can take comfort in the promises of God. We know that He 
is always with us, listening to our prayers, and working everything for our good. When the world around us is  

uncertain, it’s good to know we can always trust in God because He is faithful.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What does God provide to those who trust in Him?
Peace (Isaiah 26:3)

What word describes God and our ability to have faith or trust in Him?
Faithful

What does God do to those who are prideful and trust in themselves rather than Him?
He humbles them. (Isaiah 26:5)

Based on Isaiah 26:7, what can we trust about everything God does?
He always does what is right. (Isaiah 26:7)

How did Isaiah 26:8 say we can show our trust to God?
We show our trust in Him when we obey His laws. (Isaiah 26:8) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• Why do you think we have peace when we trust God?
• Have you ever wondered if you could trust God in a particular situation?
• How does it feel to know that God is always there for you? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for the peace that comes from knowing I can trust You in every situation. Even though I don’t always 
know what is going to happen, I trust that You have everything under control. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: How did God restore His people?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Ezra 1:1–4

When the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem and took most of the people captive, God promised to one day bring His 
people back. Even though a long time had passed, God kept His word as He always does. When we think about how 
God kept His promise to the Jewish people, we can know that He will keep His promises to us too.

In the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, we can see how God kept His promise to bring the Jewish people back from 
exile to their home country. We see how God provided for the rebuilding of the temple and the wall of Jerusalem. God 
kept His promises as the people listened and obeyed what He told them.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What two Bible books record the story of God bringing His people back home from captivity?
Ezra and Nehemiah

What king did God influence to allow the people to go back?
King Cyrus of Persia (Ezra 1:1)

What prophet did God use to promise that His people would one day return home?
Jeremiah (Ezra 1:1)

Who did Cyrus say gave him the authority to rule over kingdoms?
God (Ezra 1:2)

What important task did God appoint to Cyrus and His people when the people returned to Jerusalem?
Rebuilding the temple (Ezra 1:2) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• How does reading about God keeping promises in the Bible help you trust Him in your life?
• Is it important to read God’s Word and obey what it written in it? Why? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
Thank You God for showing me how You kept Your promises to Your people. I trust You will keep Your promises to 
me. Help me to read and study Your Word and always obey what is in it. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: What does my future look like?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: John 14:1–6

One of the biggest things people worry about is the future. As Christians, the Bible shows us that our future is filled 
with God’s promises. One of the most incredible promises is that when this life ends, we can have eternal life through 
Jesus. We know that one day He will come back for us so we can spend forever with Him.

Some people only think about what things will look like in heaven with God. But the more important part is who will be 
there. Of course, God the Father and His Son, Jesus, will be there. Many amazing people from the Bible will be there. 
Everyone who put their faith in Jesus will be there. It will be the most amazing gathering of God’s people ever!

THINK ABOUT IT:
Who did Jesus tell His disciples to trust so that their hearts wouldn’t worry?
Him and God (John 14:1)

Where was Jesus going to prepare a place for His followers?
In His Father’s home (John 14:2)

Who will go to God’s home one day?
God, the Father (John 14:24)

What did Jesus say the Holy Spirit would help us remember?
Everyone who puts their faith in Jesus

When did Jesus say that He would return for His followers?
When things are ready (John 14:3)

Who did Jesus say is the way to life and the Father?
Jesus said He is the way. (John 14:6)
 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• Who is someone in the Bible that you’d like to talk to one day in God’s home?
• How does knowing that you get to spend forever with Jesus make you feel? Why?
• Does knowing God’s promise about your future help you worry less about it? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
Thank You Jesus for preparing a place for me in Your Father’s house. I am excited to see it someday and to spend 
eternity with You. Remind me to tell others about You so they can join us. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God gave me Jesus.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 

can come to the Father except through me.”
- John 14:6 (NLT) -

JESUS
IS

BORN



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Do you ever question and not trust God?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Matthew 1:18–20

Have you ever been let down by a friend or someone you were really close to? It can make you question everything 
and everyone in your life. It can cause you to have problems trusting even the people closest to you. Unfortunately, 
sometimes we allow our negative experiences with people to change the way we view God. You might find it harder to 
trust God and even find yourself having questions about Him and His promises.

Joseph found himself questioning everything when he found out Mary, the woman he was supposed to marry, was 
having a baby and it wasn’t his child. He needed God’s reassurance that he was doing the right thing. He needed 
God’s reminder to not be afraid. God will never make a promise to us or in His Word that He won’t keep. People may 
fail us, but God never will.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Who appeared to Joseph in a dream?
An angel (Matthew 1:20)

To whom was the virgin Mary engaged to be married?
Joseph (Matthew 1:18)

What kind of man was Joseph according to these verses?
He was a righteous man. (Matthew 1:19)

What happened to Mary through the power of the Holy Spirit?
She became pregnant. (Matthew 1:18)

What did the angel tell Joseph?
“Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife.” (Matthew 1:20) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s Bible reading make you think about?
• Have you ever been let down by someone? Who was it? How did that make you feel?
• How did that time and other negative times affect how you trust others?
• Does it affect how you trust God? How so? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for never letting us down. Help us to be able to trust You and remember that we never have to  
question You. Amen. 



DAY 2
Question of the Day: Did you know that God is always with you?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Matthew 1:21–24

Do you remember your first day at school? You may have felt excited all the way to being scared. It may have been 
hard to be away from your family for a whole day and to be with strangers. We all have those times when we feel like 
we are alone. Thankfully, the Bible reminds us that we are never alone. The Bible has many names for Jesus, and 
one of them is Immanuel, which means “God is with us.” That’s an amazing and comforting truth for those times when 
we feel all alone. We can know that God is always there for us to listen to us, comfort us, and protect us.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did the angel promise Joseph?
Mary will have a son. (Matthew 1:21)

Why did God instruct Joseph to call Mary’s son “Jesus”?
Because He would save His people from their sins (Matthew 1:21)

What did Joseph do after his dream with the angel?
Bring your requests to God with thankfulness for what He’s already done. (Philippians 4:6)

As verse 22 says, why did “all of this occur”?
To fulfill the Lord’s message through His prophet (Matthew 1:22)

What does the name Immanuel mean?
“God is with us.” (Matthew 1:23) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How does it make you feel to know that God is always with you? Why is that a good thing?  
   Why can that be a hard thing?
• How does knowing that God is always with you change your behavior? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for being with me all the time. Please help me to remember that and spend time with You every day. 
Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: Are you eagerly waiting for Jesus to return?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Luke 2:25–26

We may not spend enough time thinking about eternity with God. Eternity is forever. Now, that’s a really long time! 
Most of us spend most of our time thinking about what we are going to do today, this week, this month, or even this 
year. We spend a lot of time thinking about and even worrying about things that really don’t matter that much when 
you consider eternity.

Our life is so short compared to the time that we will spend with Jesus after our physical body dies. Simeon was  
excited to see the Messiah he had been waiting for his whole life. Getting to see Jesus was probably the most amaz-
ing moment of his life. God had made Simeon a promise and kept it.

One day we’ll get to see Jesus, too! Let’s take some time each day to think about Jesus’ return. The Bible tells us that 
no one knows the day or hour that Jesus will return. It could be today!

THINK ABOUT IT:
What was Simeon waiting for the Messiah to come and do?
Rescue Israel (Luke 2:25)

What does Luke 2:25 say about Simeon?
He was in Jerusalem, he was righteous and devout, he was waiting on the Messiah, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 
(Luke 2:25)

What did the Holy Spirit reveal to Simeon?
That he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah (Luke 2:25–26)

Should we focus our thinking on our time on earth or eternity with Jesus?
We should live our life with eternity in mind. 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What is something you are eagerly waiting for?
• Do you ever think about eternity or heaven?
• Why is our time in eternity with Jesus far more important than our time on the earth? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving us the opportunity to spend eternity with You. Help us to wait eagerly for Jesus to return and 
not get caught up in everything that’s happening around us. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: Who are you living for?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Luke 2:27–35

If you have been a Christian your whole life, you probably instinctively know what the “right” or “Bible” answer is to a 
lot of simple questions. If someone asked you, “Who are you living for?” you would probably quickly answer “God!” 
We may know all the right things to say, but are we actually living for God? Do our thoughts, words, and actions show 
others that we are living for God? It’s not enough to know the right things to say. It’s not even enough to memorize 
Scripture verses. If we know God’s Word and don’t live it, that’s a problem. James 1:22 reminds us, “But don’t just 
listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves.”

THINK ABOUT IT:
Who brought Baby Jesus to the temple to present Him to God?
Mary and Joseph (Luke 2:27)

Who blessed the family?
Simeon (Luke 2:34)

Why did Mary and Joseph take Jesus to the temple?
The Law required them to do it. (Luke 2:27)

Why did Simeon go to the temple that day?
The Holy Spirit led him there. (Luke 2:27)

What warning did Simeon give to Jesus’ parents?
Jesus would be a sign from God, but many would oppose Him. (Luke 2:34–35) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do you ever just say something because you know it’s the right answer?
• Do you think it’s right to say one thing with your words but to have your actions say something else about you?
• How could someone know that you are living for God?
• What could make someone question if you are living for God? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
Jesus, thank You for giving me a good reason to live for You. Let my thoughts, words, and actions show others that I 
am a devoted follower of Jesus. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
Nothing is impossible for God.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 

can come to the Father except through me.”
- John 14:6 (NLT) -

JESUS
HEALS A
WOMAN



DAY 1
Question of the Day: How do you ask God for help?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Mark 5:21–23

The way we ask God for help shows how much faith we have in His ability to do what we are asking Him to do. For 
example, how do you ask your parents when you want them to give you something you really want? You spend time 
coming up with a plan and explaining the reasons you need what you are asking for. You might beg or even cry to try 
to get your point across. Do you do the same thing with God?

When Jairus came to Jesus to ask Him to heal his daughter, he came with an urgent need when he asked. He fell 
at Jesus’ feet and begged Him to come heal his daughter. Kneeling while you pray is a great way to remember that 
God is our King. He may not require us to beg or plead with Him to get what we’re asking for, but He does want us to 
be honest with Him about how we are feeling. If you are sad, desperate, or hurting, tell God about it. He wants to be 
there for you and help you with your problem.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did Jesus do before He got to the shore?
He got into the boat and went back to the other side of the lake. (Mark 5:21)

What was the name of the leader of the local synagogue who came to Jesus?
Jairus (Mark 5:22)

What did Jairus do when he saw Jesus?
He fell at Jesus’ feet. (Mark 5:22)

What did Jairus want Jesus to do for him?
He wanted Jesus to come and heal his daughter. (Mark 5:23)

How sick was Jairus’s daughter?
She was dying. (Mark 5:23) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How do you ask for things when you really want them?
• Do you talk to God that way when you are asking for His help?
• What is something you need to ask God for right now? Does it seem impossible? Why or why not? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for listening to my prayers. Help me to remember that I can come to You and be completely honest 
about my feelings and what I need. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: Who do you go to when you need help?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Mark 5:24–26

When something bad happens or you are facing something difficult, what is your first response? (Allow responses.) 
Who do you go to when you need help? (Allow responses.) Friends are great to talk to, but they may give you bad or 
unhelpful advice or they may not know. Parents, leaders, and pastors are all here to help you, but no one can replace 
God. God might use someone in your life to give you advice about something you are facing, but they can’t fix it. God 
is the only One who is capable of helping us and doing the impossible for us.

The woman in our Bible story had suffered for twelve years with a sickness that seemed impossible. When she went 
to other people to help her, it actually got worse instead of better. We can save ourselves a lot of trouble by going to 
God first when we need help. His answer may not be what we thought we needed, but we can trust Him to always do 
what is best. He sees our past, present, and future and knows exactly what we need.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Who followed Jesus and Jairus?
All the people in the crowd (Mark 5:24)

How long had the woman had the problem of constant bleeding?
Twelve years (Mark 5:25)

Who had the woman gone to first?
Doctors (Mark 5:26)

After twelve years of looking for solutions, had the woman gotten better or worse?
Worse (Mark 5:26)

How did Isaiah 26:8 say we can show our trust to God?
We show our trust in Him when we obey His laws. (Isaiah 26:8) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What was most important to you in today’s devotion?
• Who should you go to for help when you have a problem or a decision to make?
• Does God use other people to help us sometimes? Has that ever happened for you?
• Is there a problem that you need to ask for God’s help with? Can we pray with you for that problem? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for that we can turn to You with all our problems. Help us to remember that You know our past,  
present, and future and that You know exactly what we need every moment. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: Do you believe that God can do the impossible for you?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Mark 5:27–29

You may have heard the phrase, “Nothing is impossible with God,” many times. Matthew 19:26 says, “Jesus looked 
at them intently and said, ‘Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But with God everything is possible.’ ” That’s an amaz-
ing statement! With God everything is possible. Do you really believe that is true for you or was it only for the people 
in the Bible? We read about all the amazing things God did for His people in the Old Testament and all the amazing 
miracles Jesus did in the New Testament, but do we believe that He can still do the impossible today?

We may not see as many obvious miracles as there were in Bible times, so it can be easy to question whether or not 
God still does miracles. If you have never seen a miracle with your own eyes, doubt can come and tell you that God 
isn’t who He says He is in the Bible. The Bible is clear that we are blessed because we believe in Him even though 
we have not seen what the people in the Bible saw. Allow your faith to grow. Trust God more and more. Wait and see 
what God will do in your life when you continue to believe in Him.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did the woman do because she had heard about Jesus?
She came up behind Him and touched His robe. (Mark 5:27)

Why did she touch Jesus’ robe?
She thought that if she touched His robe, she would be healed. (Mark 5:28)

What happened after the woman touched Jesus’ robe?
The bleeding stopped and she was healed immediately. (Mark 5:29)

Is there any sickness or illness that God cannot heal?
No, nothing is impossible for God. (Matthew 19:26) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What is a need you would consider impossible?
• What is an impossible situation in your life? Have you talked to God about that situation? Why or why not?
• Is it hard to believe that God can do the impossible when you pray and nothing seems to happen? Why or why not? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for being a God who can do the impossible. Help my faith to be strong enough to believe in You even 
when it seems like nothing is happening. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: Do you believe that God cares about you personally?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Mark 5:30–34

You have probably been told that God cares about you, but have you ever stopped to really think about what that 
means? Have you ever thought about how many people there are in the world? In case you were wondering, there 
are approximately 7.8 billion people in the world right now. That’s right, billion! How can God possibly care about each 
of those people, listen to them, and know them personally?

We will never fully understand how big and infinite God really is until we get to heaven. When we think about it from 
our human perspective it seems completely impossible, but remember, nothing is impossible for God! He isn’t a 
person, and He doesn’t think or do things the same way we do. Isaiah 55:8 says, “‘My thoughts are nothing like your 
thoughts,’ says the LORD. ‘And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine.’” We can’t understand how God 
cares about each of the 7.8 billion people in the world personally, but He can and does.

THINK ABOUT IT:
When did Jesus realize that someone had been healed?
At once (Mark 5:30)

What did Jesus ask the crowd when He realized that healing power had gone out from Him?
“Who touched my robe?” (Mark 5:30)

Why were the disciples confused by Jesus’ question?
Because the crowd was pressing around Him and anyone could have touched Him (Mark 5:31)

How did the woman feel when she received her healing?
She was frightened and trembling at the miracle. (Mark 5:32)

What did Jesus say to the woman who had been healed?
“Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace. Your suffering is over.” (Mark 5:34) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• Do you know someone who needs Jesus as this woman did? Can you tell that person how  
• Jesus cared for this woman?
• Do you believe that God cares about you personally?
• What has God done for you? What has God done for your family?
• How can you share with others the fact that God cares? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for caring about me and loving me in a personal way. Please help everyone I know to be aware that 
You care about them, too. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
Jesus teaches me.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 

can come to the Father except through me.”
- John 14:6 (NLT) -

JESUS
TEACHES ME
HOW TO LIVE



DAY 1
Question of the Day: How can we be blessed when we’re going through tough times?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Matthew 5:3–4

For the next four days in our family devotions, we will take a look at two of the Beatitudes found in the Sermon on the 
Mount. Some of them are harder to understand than others. Today, we read that God blesses those who realize they 
need Him and those who mourn. These two types of people could even be the same person. Think about it: when do 
you realize you need God the most? It’s when you are in trouble or sad and need His help. You might be wondering, 
What does it mean for God to bless those who mourn or are sad?

Well, you may not feel blessed when you are sad or mourning a loss, but the Bible tells us in Psalm 34:18 that God is 
close to those who are sad and mourning. “The LORD is close to the brokenhearted; he rescues those whose spirits 
are crushed.” Our situation may be really bad, but we are blessed because we can use it to grow closer to God in our 
sadness and pain. God wants to comfort us, and He is with us even when it doesn’t seem like it.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What do we call the first statements of the Sermon on the Mount which all begin with the words  
“God blesses”?
The Beatitudes (Matthew 5:2–11)

According to the Beatitudes, who gives these blessings?
God (Matthew 5:3)

What blessing will come to those who are poor and recognize their need for God?
They will be part of the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:3)

What blessing from God comes to those who mourn?
They will be comforted. (Matthew 5:4) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do you feel blessed when you’re sad and need comfort?
• When do you feel the closest to God?
• When do you spend the most time in prayer?
• Tell about a time when God comforted you when you were sad or mourning a loss. 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for blessing me even when I don’t feel blessed. Help me to remember to take the opportunity to grow 
closer to You when I am sad. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: How are you blessed when you are humble?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Matthew 5:5–6

Let’s take a look at the next two Beatitudes in Jesus’ famous Sermon on the Mount. It says that God blesses those 
who are humble and those who hunger and thirst for justice. Those two Beatitudes are quite a bit different from each 
other. Let’s talk about being humble first. What is the opposite of being humble? It’s being proud. Being humble is 
about putting others first and not thinking of yourself as better than others. God says that by being humble, we will 
gain so much more than we would by being proud. In fact, He says we will inherit the whole earth. Jesus didn’t just 
talk about humility, He taught it for the disciples by being an example. At the Last Supper, Jesus washed the disciples’ 
feet (John 13:1–17).

Verse 6 is a little confusing because of the words used: “God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice.” Jesus 
didn’t mean those who are literally hungry and thirsty. This verse means that God blesses those who want the right 
thing to be done. You may have heard the phrase, “Justice is served.” That means that the right thing has been done. 
God blesses us for wanting the right thing to be done.

THINK ABOUT IT:
How did Jesus teach His disciples humility at the Last Supper?
He washed the disciples’ feet. (John 13:1–17)

How does God bless the humble in verse 5?
They will inherit the whole earth. (Matthew 5:5)

What is the opposite of being humble?
Being proud

How does God bless those who hunger and thirst for justice?
They will be satisfied and see the right thing done. (Matthew 5:6) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• Why is important to know that God blesses us when we do certain things?
• How can you remember to be humble?
• Do you fight for what is right? Why or why not? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for blessing us for being the opposite of what the world sees as blessed. Please help us to remain 
humble and not allow our pride to get in the way of serving You. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: How are you blessed when you give someone a second chance?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Matthew 5:7–8

We love getting second chances when we mess up, but we don’t always want to give others a second chance when 
they hurt us. Today, our first Beatitude is about second chances. It’s called mercy, which means forgiving someone 
when they don’t deserve it. God blesses those who are merciful. God showed all of us mercy when He sent Jesus to 
die on the Cross for us. We should be merciful because we have been shown mercy. Jesus’ death and resurrection 
offer us the forgiveness that we never deserved. Because we all sin, we deserve to die and be separated from God 
forever. But God showed us mercy and will forgive us when we ask. He wants us to show the same kind of mercy to 
others.

The next Beatitude talks about God blessing those whose hearts are pure. What do you think that means? It doesn’t 
mean that you have a clean physical heart. When our heart is pure, we allow God’s Holy Spirit to lead and guide us to 
do the right things. It also means that our hearts are filled with love for God and others and not hardened by hate. This 
Beatitude works together beautifully with the last one. When we are quick to forgive and give others a second chance, 
it shows that our heart is pure and led by the Holy Spirit.

THINK ABOUT IT:
How does God bless those who are merciful?
By showing them mercy (Matthew 5:7)

What does it mean to show mercy?
Forgiving someone when they don’t deserve it.

Why should we be merciful?
We should be merciful because God has shown us mercy.

How does God bless those whose hearts are pure?
They will see God. (Matthew 5:8)

What does it mean to have a pure heart?
Our heart is filled with love, and we allow God’s Holy Spirit to guide us to do the right thing. 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• Do you want others to forgive you?
• Are you slow or quick to forgive others? Why?
• Is it always the right thing to give someone a second chance? Why or why not?
• What is the evidence that your heart is pure?
• Who do you know that has a pure heart? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for forgiving me and giving me a second chance. Help me to be quick to forgive and show mercy to 
others when they mess up. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: How are you blessed when someone mistreats you because of  

what you believe?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Matthew 5:9–10

The next Beatitude says that God blesses those who work for peace. Peace is sometimes a hard thing to understand. 
God wants us all to have peace, but the world can be crazy and unsettled. One of the last things Jesus said to His 
disciples before He died was, “I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the 
world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid” (John 14:27). God wants to give us peace. He wants us to live in 
peace with others.

In the last Beatitude, Jesus said that God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right. Do you know what per-
secuted means? It means to be treated poorly or with anger, to be harassed or made fun of because of your beliefs. 
God’s blessing for someone who is persecuted is getting to be a part of His kingdom. Even though persecution may 
hurt, all the good things that come from being a part of God’s kingdom last forever! You might be tempted to hide the 
fact that you are a Christian because you don’t want to stand out or be made fun of. But think about this: How can we 
possibly help others to know Jesus if they don’t know that we are His followers?

THINK ABOUT IT:
How does God bless those who work for peace?
They will be called the children of God. (Matthew 5:9)

Why would God call those who work for peace His children?
Because they are acting like God acts. (Matthew 5:9)

How does God bless those who are persecuted for doing right?
They will be part of the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:10) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What stood out in today’s devotion?
• What do you think of when you hear the word peace?
• How can you work for peace, or how can you have peace in your life?
• Have you ever been made fun of or rejected because of what you believe in? What happened?
• Is it hard for you to stand up for what you believe in? Why? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
Jesus, thank You for giving us peace in a world of chaos. Please help me to have the courage to stand up for You and 
tell others about You even if that means being rejected by my friends. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God forgives me.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 

can come to the Father except through me.”
- John 14:6 (NLT) -

THE 
PRODIGAL

SON



DAY 1
Question of the Day: What happens if we choose to walk away from God?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Luke 15:11–16

Today’s question is a tough question to ask, but it is important to think about it. What would it be like if you chose to 
walk away from God and not be a Christian? Have you ever thought about it? Jesus told this parable about a father 
and two sons. A parable is simply a story about familiar things that helps us understand spiritual truths. This parable is 
called the Parable of the Prodigal, or Lost, Son.

In our story, the younger son chose to leave his home and his family because he thought he would find what he was 
looking for somewhere else. He looked for happiness in money and having fun. Can money buy you happiness? It 
can buy things that may make you happy for a little while, but money runs out and the happiness fades. When the 
younger son’s money was gone, he was hungry and desperate and even thought about eating the food of the pigs he 
was caring for. That would be gross, right? He knew something needed to change in his life.

We can learn from the younger son’s example not to go looking for happiness. Money, fame, success, and power all 
seem like they can give us happiness, but only God can give us true joy.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Which of Jesus’ parables tells us that God is willing to forgive and restore the sinner who repents?
The Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11–32)

What is a parable?
A parable is a story about familiar things which helps us understand spiritual truths.

How many sons did the father in the parable have?
Two (Luke 15:11)

What did the son do when his money ran out and no one would help him?
He got a job on a farm feeding the pigs. (Luke 15:14–16)

What did the younger son consider eating because he was hungry?
He considered eating the food he was feeding the pigs (Luke 15:16) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• Why do you think the younger son wanted to leave home?
• Do you think the son still loved his dad? Why or why not?
• Why didn’t his friends help the son when his money ran out? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving us an example of what it looks like to walk away from You. Help us to remember not to be 
like the lost son looking for happiness somewhere else. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: What should we do when we do something wrong?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Luke 15:17–19

When you become a Christian, God forgives all of your sins. Does that mean that you will never sin again or mess 
up? No! None of us is perfect even after we become Christians. God knows that, but that doesn’t mean we have a 
free pass to do whatever we want.

In the parable, the lost son “came to his senses” and realized it was time for him to go home. Can you imagine if he 
had just showed up and acted like nothing had happened? Something had happened! He messed up big time. He left 
home, wasted all his money, and ended up feeding pigs. He needed to apologize, say that he had done wrong, and 
ask for forgiveness. He was even willing to return as a servant if that’s what his father would allow him to do.
When we wander off God’s way and choose a path of doing wrong, God wants us to come back to Him, to come 
home. We need to pray to God and do what the lost son did—apologize, admit that we have done wrong, and ask 
Him for forgiveness.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did the lost son realize his father’s servants had that he didn’t have?
Food (Luke 15:17)

What did the lost son decide he needed to do?
He decided to go home to his father, even if it meant becoming a servant. (Luke 15:18)

What did the lost son plan on saying to his father?
“I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.” (Luke 15:18–19)

What was the lost son willing to do when he came back home?
He was willing to become one of the hired servants. (Luke 15:19)

How did Isaiah 26:8 say we can show our trust to God?
We show our trust in Him when we obey His laws. (Isaiah 26:8)
 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What was most important for you in today’s devotion?
• Have you ever chosen to do something that you knew wasn’t part of God’s plan?
• How did that choice make you feel?
• Do you believe that God will forgive you no matter how many times you do something wrong? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for providing a way for me to come back to You and be forgiven when I mess up. Please help me to 
follow Your plan and become more like You. Amen



DAY 3
Question of the Day: What does God want us to know about forgiveness?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Luke 15:20–24

God included a lot about forgiveness in the Bible, so we have a lot to learn from Him. There is a reason He included 
so many stories and verses in the Bible about forgiveness. He knew it would be hard for us to understand and apply 
to our lives.

Have you ever had someone lie to you, steal something from you, or treat you so badly that you felt like they didn’t 
deserve your forgiveness? The world tells us that when someone does something bad or hurtful to us, we should stay 
away from them, do something mean to them, or hope that something bad happens to them to make it even. The truth 
is that none of us deserve to be forgiven. It is because of God’s grace that He offers us love and forgiveness as a gift, 
not because we have earned it or deserve it.

God’s way of doing things is often the opposite of how the world does things. God’s Word tells us to forgive. That’s 
it! No exceptions for when we don’t want to forgive someone. Thankfully, God shows that type of forgiveness for us 
by forgiving us over and over again. How many times have you lied in your life? You probably don’t even remember 
because it’s been so many times. God doesn’t say, “Well, they hit 100 lies! That’s it! I’m not forgiving them for lie 101.” 
We need to follow God and continue to forgive others even when they do something wrong to us again and again.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What is grace?
Grace means that God offers us His love and forgiveness as a gift and not because we have earned it or  
deserve it.

What did the Prodigal Son say to his father when he came back home?
“I have sinned against both heaven [God] and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.  
(Luke 15:21)

What did the father do when he saw his son coming home?
He ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. (Luke 15:20)

What four things did the father give to his son?
The father gave him the finest robe in the house, a ring, sandals, and a feast that included the fattened calf.  
(Luke 15:22–23) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What stood out to you from today’s devotion?
• What do you know about God’s forgiveness?
• How many times will God forgive you for doing the same wrong thing?
• Why do you think God continues to forgive you? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for always forgiving me even when I do the same thing over and over. Help me to stop doing the sins 
I keep repeating. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: How does unforgiveness affect you?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Luke 15:25–32

If we are honest, we can probably relate to the older son and his attitude. How many times have you said, “That’s not 
fair!” because a sibling or friend got something you didn’t think they deserved or you thought you deserved it more? 
That’s basically what the older brother was saying. “It’s not fair! Why does he get a party and gifts when he messed 
up and I’ve been working hard all this time?”

In one way, it really doesn’t seem fair, but check out what happens in the story. The younger brother and everyone 
else is inside eating and partying, but the older brother is outside pouting and throwing a fit. Who is missing out? The 
older brother missed out because he allowed his anger and unforgiveness to keep him from celebrating his brother’s 
return and attending the party.

God says we can be forgiven if we forgive others (Luke 6:37). That sounds hard, but it’s true. God wants us to follow 
His example and forgive others even when it doesn’t seem fair.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did the older son hear when he returned home from working in the fields?
Music and dancing in the house (Luke 15:25)

How did the older son act when he found out the party was for his younger brother?
He was angry and wouldn’t go in even when his father begged him to. (Luke 15:28)

Why was the older brother angry?
He had worked hard for his father and had always done what his father told him to do. He had never received a party 
like this. (Luke 15:29)

Why was the father so happy about his lost son returning home?
“For your brother was dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but now he is found.” (Luke 15:32) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• Why do you think Jesus told this story to His followers?
• Have you ever had someone refuse to forgive you? How did that feel?
• Have you ever chosen not to forgive someone? How did that make you feel?
• Do you think choosing not to forgive someone helps the situation? Why or why not?
• What is one thing you are thankful God has forgiven you for? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for forgiving me. Please help me to remember that holding onto unforgiveness doesn’t help anything. 
Help me to forgive others the way You forgive me. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
Jesus shows me how to live.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die 

for us while we were still sinners.
- Romans 5:8 (NLT) -

THE
LAST

SUPPER



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Who did Jesus love?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Mark 10:13–16; Luke 4:18; John 13:1

The Bible shows us that Jesus didn’t just teach about love, but He showed it in His daily times with others. Jesus 
showed love to everyone. We know that Jesus loved all kinds of people, including those who were not loved by  
others. The world that Jesus lived in was like ours in some ways. Many people didn’t like certain people because of 
their age, race, gender, religious background, or some other reason. Jesus loves everyone and showed it in every 
aspect of His ministry.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Based on the Bible verses we read, who are some people Jesus showed love to?
His disciples, children, the poor, those in captivity, the blind, and the oppressed.

How did Jesus show love to children?
Jesus welcomed them and blessed them. (Mark 10:14–16)

What did Jesus provide for the poor?
The good news of salvation (Luke 4:18)

In Luke 4:18, what did Jesus mean when He said that He came so “the blind will see”?
God can heal blind eyes and heal those who are blinded by sin and unable to see the freedom God offers. 
(Luke 4:18) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion tell you about Jesus’ love for others?
• What are some ways you can show love to everyone like Jesus does?
• Why is it sometimes hard to love people who are different from us? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for sending Jesus to show us Your love. Help me to love people around me, even people that I might 
not naturally want to love. I want to love others because You love me. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: How did Jesus show His love?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Matthew 9:36; Matthew 15:32; John 15:9–17

It’s easy to say that you love someone. But if you truly mean it, your actions will show it. Jesus didn’t just teach 
about love—He showed it in the way He lived and how He helped others. Jesus often felt compassion for people in 
need and acted to help them. Compassion is a feeling of concern for others when they are hurting or in need. Jesus 
showed compassion and helped others because He loved them. He does the same for us when we are in need or 
hurting.

THINK ABOUT IT:
In Matthew 9:36, why did Jesus have compassion for the crowds of people who had come to hear Him?
The people were confused, helpless, and needed a leader to care for them.

Why did Jesus take time to respond to the hungry people around Him in Matthew 15:32?
Jesus understood their physical needs and had compassion on them.

What would have happened if Jesus hadn’t fed the crowd?
They were hungry because they had been with Him for three days and they had no food. He knew that if He sent 
them away, they couldn’t make it home because they were so hungry. (Matthew 15:32)

What did Jesus say is the greatest example of love a person can show for others?
To willingly give their life for someone else (John 15:13)

Why did Jesus die for us?
He considers us His friends. (John 15:13). 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• How did today’s devotion challenge you to help others?
• Can the people around you see that you love them by your actions? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
Thank You God for sending Your Son as an example of love. Help me to show love to others by serving them the way 
that Jesus did. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: Should I love others?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: John 13:34–35; 1 John 4:7–8

On the last night of His life, Jesus spent time teaching His disciples. He wanted them to understand that the best way 
to prove their love for Him was to love other people.

The Bible tells us that love is very important to God. Jesus gave His disciples a clear commandment to love each oth-
er. When we have experienced God’s love and grace, we should tell those around us about it. As we show love, they 
will know that we are followers of Jesus. He loved us so much that He gave His life for us. He wants us to share that 
love with those around us.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What was the new commandment Jesus gave His disciples in John 13:34?
Love each other.

What example did Jesus give His disciples for loving others?
His own love for them (John 13:34)

What did Jesus say is the clearest sign that we really are His disciples?
Our love for one another (John 13:35)

Where does love come from?
God (1 John 4:7)

Can we be a Christian and not love others?
No. God is love, and those who are born of God (Christians) will naturally love others. Anyone who doesn’t love others 
doesn’t know God. (1 John 4:7–8). 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• How has God shown His love for you?
• Do you know someone you need to show more love to? How could you do that this week? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, help me to love others with the same love You have for me. I know that as I understand Your love more and 
more it will help me be able to love others the same way. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: How can I have more love?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Corinthians 13:1–7

One of the biggest questions the Bible helps to answer is: “What is love?” In 1 Corinthians we find an entire chapter 
that talks about that question. It tells us all the things that love is. When we show God’s love more and more in our 
life, we start to show these characteristics. After reading these verses, think about the ways God has shown His love 
for you in the ways described here. God’s love for us provides a perfect pattern for the ways we should show love to 
others.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What two words are used in 1 Corinthians 13:4 to describe love?
Patient and kind.

List some of the things this passage says that love is not.
Love is not jealous, boastful, proud, or rude. It doesn’t demand its own way or become irritable.  
(1 Corinthians 13:4–5)

What does it mean that love “keeps no record of being wronged”?
Love doesn’t hold grudges. It is forgiving, willing to forget wrongs done against us. (1 Corinthians 13:5)

According to 1 Corinthians 13:6, what causes love to rejoice?
Love rejoices when “the truth wins out.” When the truth is told and people are honest with one another, love rejoices.

What are four more characteristics of love?
“Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.”  
(1 Corinthians 13:7) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What is one way you’re good at showing love to others?
• What is an area that you need God’s help in?

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for showing me the way I can love others. Please help me to continue showing love to others and be 
more aware of the areas You are helping me with. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
Jesus is my Savior.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die 

for us while we were still sinners.
- Romans 5:8 (NLT) -

JESUS 
DIES ON

THE CROSS



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Why did Jesus have to die for me?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Isaiah 59:2; Romans 6:23; 2 Corinthians 5:21

For an innocent person to be punished for something someone else did doesn’t seem fair. But that’s exactly what 
Jesus did when He died on a cross for our sins. God created people perfect and sinless, but Adam and Eve chose to 
disobey God. Sin entered the world, and with it came punishment and death. God can’t allow sin to go unpunished. 
Someone has to pay. So God sent His perfect and sinless Son to pay the price for our sin. Jesus’ death restores us to 
a right relationship with God. Jesus died so we can be reconciled to God.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Which of Jesus’ parables tells us that God is willing to forgive and restore the sinner who repents?
Sin separates us from God and causes Him to turn away from us. (Isaiah 59:2)

What is the final result of sin?
Death (Romans 6:23)

What can we receive as a result of Christ’s death and sacrifice?
The gift of eternal life (Romans 6:23)

Why could the death of Jesus pay for the sins of all people?
Jesus never sinned, so He could be the perfect sacrifice, accepted by God the Father as payment for all our sin.  
(2 Corinthians 5:21)

What was the result of Christ’s death as an offering for our sins?
Our relationship with God could be restored and made right. (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• Why would Jesus choose to die for us?
• Why does sin separate us from God?
• How does sin affect our relationships with others? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for sending Your Son to die for me and provide a way for the forgiveness of my sins. Thank You for 
having a relationship with me. I love You, Lord. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: What is sin?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Romans 5:12; 1 John 3:4, 6

One of the most important questions we need to understand is, “What is sin?” Sin is disobeying God. Adam and Eve 
committed the first sin. The tendency to sin has been passed down to all people ever born. As a result, sin has  
become part of our human nature. We are born with the natural desire to be selfish and disobedient toward God.

The good news is that God made a way for our sins to be forgiven. Jesus came, lived, died, and rose again so that we 
can have a right relationship with God. Now that’s exciting!

THINK ABOUT IT:
When did sin first come into the world?
Adam, the first man, chose to disobey God. (Romans 5:12)

What did sin bring to everyone?
Death (Romans 5:12)

Who has sinned?
Everyone has sinned. (Romans 5:12)

How does 1 John 3:4 describe sin?
Sin is breaking God’s law.

How does sin affect us knowing God?
Continuing to sin prevents us from knowing and understanding God. (1 John 3:6) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• Why do many people choose to continue to live in sin?
• What can we do to know that we have sin in our life?
• How can knowing Jesus help with our sin problem? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for forgiving me for my sins. I know that I should not sin, but sometimes I disobey. Help me to live a 
life that pleases You by loving You and loving others with everything that I have. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: Can I earn my way to heaven by being a good person and doing good things?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: John 14:6; Ephesians 2:9; James 2:10

Many religions teach that our acceptance into heaven depends only on the good things we do in this life. But the Bible 
teaches that everyone has sinned and will receive the punishment of death, no matter how many good things we do. 
Doing good things just can’t help us avoid that punishment. Sin is the natural result of our selfish nature and we can’t 
overcome it on our own. Jesus provides the one and only pathway to forgiveness, overcoming power, and eternal life.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What are three things Jesus said abut Himself in John 14:6?
“I am the way, the truth, and the life.”

What is the one and only way to come to God the Father?
Through Jesus (John 14:6)

If I do enough good things in this life, do they make up for the bad things I have done?
No. We cannot earn salvation by doing good things. (Ephesians 2:9)

Why don’t the good things we do make up for our sin?
Salvation isn’t a reward for the good things we’ve done, so we can’t boast about what we’ve done.

If a good person only does a few sins but doesn’t ask for God’s forgiveness, can they still go to heaven?
No. A person who commits only one sin is still a sinner, separated from God and eternal life. (James 2:10)
 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• Have your sins ever caused you to feel like a failure?
• What should we do when we recognize our sin? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You that I don’t have to be perfect, because I can’t. Thank You that Jesus makes a way for me to have a 
relationship with You even though I’ve done wrong. I love You. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: What must I do to be saved?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Acts 3:19; 16:25–31; Romans 10:9

The Bible tells us that Jesus has made a way for us to receive eternal life and have a right relationship with God. But 
even though the work is already done, each of us must receive the gift God offers. We receive the gift by admitting 
that we have sinned, believing that Jesus took our punishment, and asking for God’s forgiveness. Then we grow in 
that relationship with God by daily obeying what He has said in His Word, the Bible.

When we receive God’s forgiveness, Jesus becomes our Savior—we are saved from the punishment for our sin. We 
make Jesus our Lord by obeying Him and following His lead.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What instructions did Peter give in Acts 3:19 for the people’s sins to be forgiven?
“Repent of your sins and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped away.”

When we choose to accept Christ as Lord and Savior, can it have an impact on our families as well?
Yes. When the jailer came to Christ, he brought his family together to hear the gospel message. They believed and 
were also saved. (Acts 16:30–31)

How did Paul and Silas answer the jailer when he asked, “What must I do to be saved?”
Believe in the Lord Jesus. (Acts 16:31)

What two instructions are given in Romans 10:9 for us to be saved?
Tell others that Jesus is our Lord and trust that God raised Him from the dead.
 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What are some of the reasons people may not choose to accept Christ?
• Have you accepted Jesus’ gift of salvation?
• What must you do to be saved?
 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, please forgive me for my sins. I believe that Jesus died and came back to life to make a way for me to receive 
the gift of life. I confess that Jesus is my Lord and choose to follow Him all the days of my life. Amen. 



The BIG Answer: 
Jesus defeated death.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die 

for us while we were still sinners.
- Romans 5:8 (NLT) -

JESUS
IS

RISEN



DAY 1
Question of the Day: What happened to Jesus’ body after He died?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Matthew 27:62–66; Matthew 28:1–10; Luke 23:50–56; John 19:38

After Jesus died on a Friday, a man named Joseph asked permission of the Roman leader to take Jesus’ body off the 
cross and bury it. Witnesses saw the body placed in the tomb. The religious leaders thought someone might try to 
steal the body, so they asked that guards be placed near the sealed tomb.

But on Sunday morning, a miracle took place. Jesus came back to life! Also, an angel appeared, rolled away the 
stone, and sat on it. The angel frightened the guards so much that they fainted. Some women went to the tomb to  
finish preparing Jesus’ body for burial, but His body wasn’t in the tomb because He was alive. On the way to tell 
others that He was alive, they met Jesus! Many people saw the risen Jesus and shared the good news that Jesus is 
alive.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Why did Joseph of Arimathea not follow Jesus openly?
Because he feared the Jewish leaders (John 19:38)

Why did the religious leaders want the tomb to be sealed and guarded?
They feared that someone would steal the body and say that Jesus had risen from the dead. (Matthew 27:64)

What did the women do when they saw where Jesus had been buried?
They went home and prepared spices and ointments to anoint Jesus’ body. (Luke 23:56)

Why did the women delay their preparation of the body of Jesus?
The Sabbath day had begun, and that meant they had to rest instead of finishing the preparation. (Luke 23:56)

When the women returned to the tomb on Sunday morning, what did they learn?
The tomb was empty and an angel told them Jesus had risen from the dead! (Matthew 28:5–6) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What do you think these women were feeling as they waited to anoint Jesus’ body?
• What do you think they felt when they heard the message of the angel and saw the empty tomb? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
Thank You God for giving us so many details concerning the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. Help me to 
remember that I can have new life because Jesus is alive. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: Did Jesus defeat death?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Corinthians 15:21–22, 54–57; Revelation 1:17–18

Sin came into the world because Adam and Eve sinned. And the bad news is that death came with their sin because 
sin leads to death. But the Bible tells us good news about how Jesus defeated death. When Jesus died and came 
back to life it gave us a promise—because Jesus is alive, we can be alive through Him. When we die, our bodies will 
be changed into bodies that will last forever. Jesus gives us victory over sin and death!

THINK ABOUT IT:
How did death come into the world?
Through the sin of Adam and Eve

How did the death of Jesus change the power of death?
Jesus defeated death when He rose from the dead. (1 Corinthians 15:21–22)

What power does Jesus have over death?
He is alive forever and has the keys to death and the grave. (Revelation 1:18)

What promise does the resurrection make for our physical bodies?
Our physical, dying bodies will be transformed into bodies that will live forever. (1 Corinthians 15:54)

How does the resurrection affect the power of sin and death over us?
It provides us victory over sin and death. (1 Corinthians 15:57) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• Should a Christian fear death?
• What part of eternal life are you looking forward to the most? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
Thank You, Jesus, for dying and coming back to life so I can have eternal life. Help me to not fear death, but to  
remember that You have already defeated death. Someday, I will be with You forever. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: How can we share in Jesus’ victory over death?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Romans 8:11; 2 Peter 1:2–4

Jesus is victorious over death! The Bible tells us how Jesus died and rose to life again. Because of His resurrection, 
we too have the hope of eternal life. His victory over death gave Him spiritual authority over everything related to 
death. We can receive eternal life by coming to know Him. Jesus has promised these things to those who follow Him 
and He always keeps His promises.

THINK ABOUT IT:
According to Romans 8:11, who raised Jesus from the dead?
God, through His Spirit, raised Jesus from the dead.

What role does the Holy Spirit play in the Christian’s life according to Romans 8:11?
The Holy Spirit lives in each Christian and gives life to their body just as He did for Jesus.

In 2 Peter 1:3, what did Peter say God has given us?
Everything we need to live a godly life

How do we receive what we need for a godly life?
By knowing Jesus as Savior (2 Peter 1:3) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• If you are a Christian, how does it make you feel to know the Spirit of God is living in you?
• Since God has given us everything we need to live a godly life, how can we use that? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
Thank You, God, for sending Your Son. Jesus gave Himself so that I could enjoy the benefits of His victory over death 
in my life today. I am thankful that one day I will get to spend forever with You because of what Jesus has done. 
Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: How does Jesus’ victory over death in the Resurrection affect me today?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Romans 8:1–2, 11, 14–17

Is there anything worse than having to wait for Christmas morning or your birthday before you can open your  
presents? Waiting for good things can be hard. When we think of Jesus’ resurrection, it’s exciting because it means 
we can spend eternity with Jesus. But it can feel like a long time away. But Jesus’ resurrection should also make a  
difference to our lives right now.

Jesus’ resurrection means that we worship a God who is alive! It means that our sins can be forgiven and we can 
enjoy a relationship with God today. We can live our life confident that God has a good future for us. In fact, Jesus’ 
resurrection means that we can receive new life, purpose, and even a new identity as His follower.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What are we freed from when we belong to Christ?
Condemnation for our past sins (Romans 8:1)

According to Romans 8:2, what has the power of the Holy Spirit freed us from?
The power of sin that leads to death.

What are some ways we can benefit from Jesus’ resurrection today?
New life, new purpose, new identity in Him (Other answers may be acceptable.)

How does Jesus’ resurrection affect our relationship with God and our access to Him?
We are called children of God and heirs with Christ of all of God’s best. (Romans 8:14–17)
 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• How does it make you feel to know that Jesus is alive?
• How should our identity, as children of God, change the way we live our lives? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
Thank You, Lord, for not only having victory over sin and death but for sharing that victory with me. I am victorious  
because of Your love and sacrifice! Help me to remember that no matter what happens, You are always with me. 
Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
With Jesus, I can change the world.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die 

for us while we were still sinners.
- Romans 5:8 (NLT) -

JESUS 
SENDS

US



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Is Jesus still with me?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Joshua 1:1, 9; Matthew 28:20; John 15:26

When His work on earth was completed, Jesus was preparing to return to heaven. He promised His disciples that He 
would always be with them until the end of the world. Even though Jesus ascended into heaven, He sent the Holy 
Spirit to be with His followers. As followers of Jesus today, that same Holy Spirit is with us as well. Even though we 
can’t see Him, we can know that He is always with us and helps us wherever we go and whatever we face.

THINK ABOUT IT:
God spoke to Joshua directly when he became the leader of God’s people (Joshua 1:1). What command did 
God give to Joshua concerning his courage?
“Be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged.” (Joshua 1:9)

What did God tell Joshua about being with him?
God said He would be with him wherever he went. (Joshua 1:9)

What did Jesus tell His disciples in Matthew 28:20 about being with them?
He said they could be sure that He would be with them always, “even to the end of the age.”

What other name did Jesus use for the Spirit of truth, the Holy Spirit, in John 15:26?  
What does that name mean?
The “Advocate,” one who stands in for someone else, supporting them.

Where did the Spirit of truth, the Holy Spirit, come from?
He came from God the Father. (John 15:26) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• Does it make you more confident to tell others about Jesus when you know God’s Spirit is always with you?
• Has God ever helped you to be “strong and courageous”? Tell us about it. 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
Thank You, God, for always being with me. Please help me to remember that You are there even when I can’t see or 
feel You. I am thankful for Your presence. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: How can I change the world?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Matthew 28:18–19; John 10:9–11; 1 Timothy 2:3–4

The Bible tells us how Christians can change the world. We change it by sharing the life-changing message of the 
gospel with others. Jesus commanded His followers to go and make disciples. God’s Holy Spirit living in us gives 
us the courage and power to tell others about Jesus. God wants all people everywhere to hear about Jesus and the 
salvation He offers. God gives us the privilege of taking His message to the world.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did Jesus tell His disciples to do just before He went back to heaven in Matthew 28:19–20?
“Go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them.”

By what power or authority were the disciples to do this?
All authority in heaven and on earth had been given to Jesus, and He would go with them. (Matthew 28:18–20)

Based on John 10:9, who will be saved?
Those who come to Jesus for salvation

What does John 10:11 say makes Jesus the good shepherd?
He is willing to give His life for His sheep, those who come to Him to be saved.

Who does God want to hear the news about Jesus coming to give His life to pay for our sins?
God wants everyone to hear the message, understand it, and be saved. (1 Timothy 2:3–4) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• How would you describe the “rich and satisfying life” Jesus wants to give people?
• What role can you play in helping those around you to experience that life? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, please help me to notice people who need to hear about the life that comes from having a relationship with You. 
Give me boldness to talk with others about Jesus. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: Why should I share the good news about Jesus?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Matthew 9:37–38; Mark 16:15; 2 Corinthians 5:18–20

It is wonderful to have a relationship with God and receive all His blessings, but part of that relationship requires our 
obedience. The Bible says that we have a vital role in taking the good news to the world. Jesus commanded us to go. 
There are many people who still have not heard about Him. God chose us to do this work and to share His love with 
others. The love in us drives us with compassion to tell others so they can have a right relationship with God as well. 
He is sending us to be His examples to the people around us.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Does Jesus want me to share the good news about Him with others?
Yes. He commanded us, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone.” (Mark 16:15)

Aren’t there enough preachers, pastors, and missionaries sharing the good news?
No. Jesus said there are many people to be reached and few people to reach them. (Matthew 9:37)

What can we do to get more people involved in sharing the good news with people?
Pray and ask God to send more workers. (Matthew 9:38)

What special title does Paul use in 2 Corinthians 5:18–20 for those who tell others about Jesus? What does 
that title mean?
Christ’s ambassadors. An ambassador is a representative for someone. We represent Jesus to other people.

What message do we bring to the world for Jesus Christ?
“Come back to God.” Repent and be saved from your sins. (2 Corinthians 5:20) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What might be some of the reasons why some Christians don’t regularly share about  
   Jesus with those around them?
• How can we tell about Jesus in our daily actions as well as our words?
• Does God want only adults to tell others about Jesus? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
Thank You, God, for the love You have shown to me. Help me to share that love with others as well, through both my 
words and my deeds. I want them to experience Your love and salvation too. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: Does God want all people to hear the good news about Jesus?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Matthew 24:14; Acts 1:8; Revelation 7:9

Although the Bible doesn’t use the word missionary, the idea of taking the gospel message to all the people of the 
world is clearly taught. Jesus said His disciples would share the message in their city, the local area, their nation, and 
around the world. In Revelation, we read about a time when people from every part of the world are in heaven before 
the throne of God. Our mission is to be a part of taking the gospel message to all people, whether they live in our 
local communities or in some far away place. This job is for everyone who is a follower of Jesus—not just ministers, 
pastors, and missionaries.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Where does God want the message about Jesus shared?
God wants the good news about Jesus to be preached throughout the whole world. (Matthew 24:14)

What does God give us to help us take the good news to other people?
He gives us power to be witnesses through the baptism in the Holy Spirit. (Acts 1:8)

Where did Jesus tell His disciples to go to tell people about Him?
To people “in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

How many people are in the crowd of believers described in Revelation 7:9 standing before the throne of God 
in heaven?
Too many to count

How many people groups of the world are part of this vast crowd?
All of them. The crowd includes people from every nation, tribe, people, and language group. (Revelation 7:9) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• How could it work for you to take the news about Jesus to your Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria?
• How can you take the message about Jesus to people who are not like you? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
Thank You, God, for giving me opportunities to share Your message with the world around me. Help me to obey the 
leading of Your Spirit in taking this message to others across the street or around the world. I will do my part to help 
spread the good news around the world by praying for others, giving to missionaries, and telling others about Jesus. 
Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
The Holy Spirit empowers me.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 

everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.”

- Acts 1:8 (NLT) -

BAPTISM
IN THE

HOLY SPIRIT



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Is it hard for you to share your faith with others?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Acts 1:1–11

Think about a time when you felt like you were the only one doing something or you stood out. How did that make you 
feel? (Allow everyone to answer.) Some people actually like standing out and doing things that no one else is doing, 
but most people are uncomfortable with it. It can be hard to be the only one doing something. It’s hard to feel like you 
stand out and everyone is watching you.

That’s why it can be really hard for us to tell others about Jesus and share about our faith. It can make us feel alone 
when we stand up for what we believe in. It is usually easier to just blend in with the crowd than it is to stand out. If 
those around you are Christians, it’s pretty easy to stand up for what you believe in. But what about when most of the 
people around you aren’t Christians?

How do you act around people who aren’t Christians? Are you willing to share your faith with them even if they laugh 
at you or make fun of you?

One of the things God gives us when we are baptized in the Holy Spirit is power to witness. That means that when we 
feel weak and like we can’t do it, we can ask God the Holy Spirit to help us. He can give us the power and the cour-
age to tell others about Jesus.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did Isaac want Esau to do before Jacob would give him the blessing?
To go out and hunt, then come back and make his dad’s favorite dish. (Genesis 27:2–4)

Who warned Jacob about what was going to happen?
His mom, Rebekah. (Genesis 27:6–7)

How did Jacob trick his father?
He put on Esau’s clothes, wrapped fur around his neck and arms, and gave Isaac the meal Rebekah had cooked. 
(Genesis 27:14–18)

How did Jacob obtain the blessing of the firstborn son instead of Esau?
By making his father, Isaac, think he was Esau (Genesis 27:1–27)

What blessing did Isaac give to Jacob?
That Jacob would rule over his brothers and Isaac guaranteed him an abundance. (Genesis 27:37) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Is it easy or hard for you to tell others about Jesus? Why?
• What would make talking to others about Jesus easier? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
Jesus, thank You for forgiving me when I afraid to talk about You with others. Help me to be empowered by the Holy 
Spirit to be a witness for You. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day:  Does God know the plan from the beginning?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Acts 2:1–4

Every person who trusts in Jesus to be saved has the Holy Spirit living in their heart. But the baptism in the Holy 
Spirit, or being filled with the Holy Spirit, is not the same thing. The baptism in the Holy Spirit is another gift from God 
where He gives us power to live for Him and tell others about Jesus.

When the disciples and others in the Bible were filled with the Holy Spirit, they had a special way to know they  
received this gift. They began speaking in other languages they had not learned. It says in verse 4 that the Holy Spirit 
gave them this ability. We call this speaking in tongues or a prayer language, and it happens to everyone who is  
baptized in the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will not force you to speak in tongues or take over your body. You have to 
be willing to speak out the new words or sounds that the Holy Spirit is giving to you.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What gift of God was given to the Church on the Day of Pentecost?
The gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1–4)

Does the Holy Spirit dwell in every Christian?
Yes, the Holy Spirit comes into our hearts when we believe in Jesus. (Romans 8:9)

When did God first baptize believers in the Holy Spirit?
On the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1–4)

What happened in Acts 2:2–3, just before the believers were filled with the Holy Spirit?
Those who had gathered heard a sound like a strong windstorm and saw something that looked like tongues of fire on 
each believer. (Acts 2:2–3)

What happened after they were filled with the Holy Spirit?
They began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them the ability. (Acts 2:4) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Have you been baptized in the Holy Spirit? What was the experience like?
• Have you continued to use your prayer language? Why or why not?
• How do you feel God’s power to tell others about Jesus? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for sending the Holy Spirit. Please help me to receive this wonderful gift from You to me. I want to be 
baptized in Your Holy Spirit. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: What if people think that I’m weird because they hear me speaking in my 

prayer language?
READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Acts 2:4–13

Some people worry about what other people will think if they are baptized in the Holy Spirit and pray in tongues, their 
prayer language. When you receive this gift from God and are baptized in the Holy Spirit, you will begin to speak in 
a language you’ve never learned. This happened over and over in the Bible when people were baptized in the Holy 
Spirit. It’s not something you would see anywhere else, so it can sound or look different to some people.

Receiving this gift from God just takes asking Him and believing that He will give it to you and you will receive the 
baptism in the Holy Spirit. This experience is different from salvation and it focuses on giving us power to live for God. 
When the Holy Spirit comes to baptize you, He will give you words or sounds that you need to speak. When you obey 
and speak, He will give you a prayer language for you to use. Don’t allow worrying about what other people think keep 
you from receiving this powerful gift.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What city were Jesus’ disciples in when they were baptized in the Holy Spirit?
Jerusalem (Acts 2:5)

What role does the Holy Spirit play in the Christian’s life according to Romans 8:11?
The crowd was full of Jews from different nations of the world. They heard the disciples speaking in the languages of 
their home countries. (Acts 2:5–6)

Is the baptism in the Holy Spirit the same as salvation?
No, these are different experiences with different purposes. 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Have you ever been too embarrassed to do something? Why?
• Do you think people might think you are weird if you are baptized in the Holy Spirit and they heard you speak in     
   tongues? Why or why not?
• Do you think it’s worth risking what other people think of you to receive the Holy Spirit’s power? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for helping me have the courage and boldness to ask to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. Help me not 
to worry about what other people might think about me. Please help me focus on how it will grow my relationship with 
You. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: What are the benefits of being baptized in the Holy Spirit?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Acts 2:14–17; 38–41

There are several benefits of being baptized in the Holy Spirit. When we receive this gift, the Holy Spirit can help us 
live and serve Jesus better. One of the other main benefits is easy to see in today’s Bible passage. The baptism in 
the Holy Spirit gives us power to witness. Can you lead someone to Jesus without being filled with the Holy Spirit? 
Of course you can! But when you are filled with the Holy Spirit, He empowers you to do things in a bolder and more 
courageous way. You will see results you couldn’t possibly see if you were trying to witness in your own strength.

When Peter heard the people around the disciples accusing them of acting in a way that didn’t honor God, he knew 
he had to set them straight. He stepped forward and not only told them the truth, but he preached a sermon as well. 
You can be sure that he was being motivated and empowered by the Holy Spirit because just look at the results! In 
verse 41 it says that about three thousand people were saved and baptized that day because they believed what 
Peter had said in his sermon. That’s pretty powerful results!

Do you think Peter did that alone? No way! He had been baptized in the Holy Spirit and was full of the Holy Spirit and 
His power.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What Old Testament prophet foretold the outpouring of the Holy Spirit?
Joel (Acts 2:16)

About how many people were saved as a result of Peter’s sermon on the Day of Pentecost?
[About] three thousand (Acts 2:41)

What did Peter tell the people at Pentecost to do in order to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit?
“Each of you must repent of your sins and turns to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the  
forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38)

What are the purposes of the baptism in the Holy Spirit?
To help us live and serve Jesus better; to give us power to witness. (Accept other answers when appropriate.) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What benefits have you experienced from being baptized in the Holy Spirit?
• Have you asked the Holy Spirit to empower you to tell others about Jesus? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving us the power through Your Holy Spirit to witness to others. Please help me to rely on the 
Holy Spirit’s power to help me and not try to do it in my own strength. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
The church helps me grow.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 

everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.”

- Acts 1:8 (NLT) -

THE
CHURCH
BEGINS



DAY 1
Question of the Day: What are you devoted to?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Acts 2:42

This is such an important question for us to focus on today. Remember, what you are devoted to is what you work 
toward and are focused on the most. You spend most of your time doing the things you are most devoted to. What 
comes to mind when you hear that? You might think of a few things or people you are devoted to. If none of them are 
God or anything that helps your relationship with Him, you know that is something you need to work on.

The Early Church was devoted to things that built their relationship with God and with others in the church. If you 
are spending most of your time playing video games or watching videos Online, that’s what you are devoted to. Take 
some time today to think about what you are devoted to and make a change if you need to.

THINK ABOUT IT:
How do we know what we are devoted to?
You spend most of your time doing things you are most devoted to.

Based on our Faith Verse, what is something God wants us to be devoted to?
Telling people about Jesus and being a witness to the world (Acts 1:8)

Based on the Faith Fact, what should we be devoted to if we want to grow?
The church

What were the Early Church believers devoted to?
Apostles’ teaching, fellowship, sharing in meals, and prayer (Acts 2:42) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What do you spend most of your time doing?
• Do you spend a good amount of time with God every day? Why or why not?
• How can you change how you are spending your time to refocus on your relationship with God? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving us the example of the Early Church. Help me to be more like those believers and devote my 
time to what matters the most. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: Have you ever seen a miracle?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Acts 2:43

Some people think that miracles aren’t as common today as it seems like they were in the Bible, but miracles still hap-
pen today. We have to remember when we are reading the Bible that it covers many, many years. It’s kind of like our 
news-feed on social media. We only see bits and pieces of people’s lives, not every day or everything that  
happens to them. There were many people who lived who aren’t mentioned in the Bible. And of those who are  
mentioned, we don’t see their entire life. Miracles are real whether you have seen them or not.

God used believers, like the apostles, in the Early Church to perform miraculous signs and wonders as a tool to grow 
His Church. An apostle is another word for a disciple or a special messenger sent by God. People believed in what 
the believers were saying because they saw the miracles they were performing in Jesus’ name. It takes a lot of faith 
to believe in something you have never seen with your eyes, but the Bible says that we are blessed even more if we 
have not seen and still believe. You might have seen or been a part of a miracle and not even realized it!

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did Isaac want Esau to do before Jacob would give him the blessing?
What is an apostle?
A special messenger sent by God

What is the Church?
A word used to describe the collective group of Christians

Do miracles still happen today?
Yes! Miracles weren’t limited to the Bible; God still uses people today to perform miracles.

What did God give the apostles the ability to do?
Perform miraculous signs and wonders (Acts 2:43) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do you believe that miracles still happen? Why or why not?
• Is it harder to believe in something when you can’t see it?
• What is something else you believe in but can’t see it? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for still doing miracles today. Please help me to believe in Your miraculous power even if I’m not sure 
that I’ve seen it at work. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: Who do you share your life with?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Acts 2:44–46

There are some people in your life who you “have to” share your life with—the family you live with. But there are 
others who you choose to share your life with—your friends. Your best friends or the friends you are closest to are the 
ones you share your life with the most outside of your family. The Early Church knew how important it was to share 
their lives with each other so they literally shared everything they had. They did everything together too! They hung 
out with each other, worshiped together every single day, and ate together. They became so close that they started to 
act and think like each other.

Who you share your life with matters and determines how you live your life. Make sure you are choosing your close 
friends carefully.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What did the believers do every day?
They worshiped at the temple, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared meals with one another. (Acts 2:46)

What attitude did the disciples have every day?
Great joy and generosity (Acts 2:46)

What did the Early Church believers share with each other?
Everything they had (Acts 2:44)

What did the Early Church believers sell to give to those in need?
Their property and possessions (Acts 2:45) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Who is your best friend or friends?
• How much of your time do you spend with them?
• What do you share with them?
• Have you noticed that you are becoming more like your best friend or friends? Is that a good or bad thing? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for showing me the importance of sharing my life with others. Help me to choose the right people to 
share my life with. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: When was the last time you told someone about Jesus?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Acts 2:47

God never intended for the Church to stop growing after they got a few thousand members. We know that the Early 
Church began with more than three thousand people. They could have stopped there, but they didn’t! They knew that 
part of being a follower of Jesus and belonging to the Church was taking personal responsibility to help Jesus grow 
the Church.

How do you grow the Church? We are not talking about filling seats in our church buildings. We are talking about the 
Church, the group of people who are Christians and followers of Jesus. The main way for people to become a part of 
the Church is for someone to tell them about Jesus. We shouldn’t wait around for someone else to tell people about 
Jesus.

God placed people in your life who don’t know Him for a reason. Don’t miss out on times to talk with them that point 
them to Jesus! Don’t miss out on another opportunity to invite them to church with you next week. We need to work 
together to grow the Church.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Who builds the Church?
Jesus [Christ] (Matthew 16:18)

Is it necessary that a Christian love others?
Yes! Our love for people will cause us to tell them about Jesus.

Do we want the Church to grow so our buildings will be full?
No, we just want more people to know the good news about Jesus.

How often were new believers being added to the Church and saved?
Each day (Acts 2:47) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Have you ever told someone about Jesus? Why or why not?
• Do you know someone who needs to know about Jesus?
• What is something you can do or say to point them to Jesus? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for Your desire to grow the Church. Please help me to be a part of growing Your Church by telling the 
people I know about You. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God changes my life.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 

everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.”

- Acts 1:8 (NLT) -

SAUL ON THE
DAMASCUS

ROAD



DAY 1
Question of the Day: What is life like without God?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Acts 9:1–2

You might have known God or been a Christian for most of your whole life, or maybe you only came to know Him 
recently. Can you imagine what life would be like without God in it? Now, we aren’t talking about God not existing; we 
are talking about Him not being in your life. Imagine living every single day with no one to pray to, no Bible to turn to 
for help, and no church to be a part of. Many people go through life that way all the time, but they don’t have to.

Saul was an angry mess and an unhappy person before he had an encounter with Jesus that completely changed 
his life. He went from hurting the Church to helping them! In fact, he ended up writing more books in the Bible than 
anyone else.

We should take some time every day to thank God for allowing us to have Him in our lives. Without Him, our lives 
would feel empty and we would constantly feel like something big was missing.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What was Saul eager to do to the Lord’s followers?
Kill them. (Acts 9:1)

Who did Saul go to requesting letters for permission to arrest Christians?
The high priest (Acts 9:1)

Where was Saul planning to go next to find and arrest Christians?
Damascus (Acts 9:2)

Who wrote more books of the Bible than any other person?
Paul

Why did Saul of Tarsus go to Damascus?
To arrest Christians (Acts 9:1–2) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• When did you ask Jesus to forgive your sins and come into your life?
• Do you remember what life was like without God in it?
• What are some things that are better about having God in your life?
• What are some things that are hard about being a Christian? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving us the opportunity to have a relationship with You. I would be nothing without You in my life. 
Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: What is it like to experience God’s presence?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Acts 9:3–9

Saul had a powerful encounter with God’s presence when he was on his way to Damascus. Jesus appeared to him 
out of nowhere in a light from heaven, spoke to him, and left him blind. Do you think everyone’s experience with God’s 
presence is like that? No! An encounter with God’s presence will look and feel different for different people and at 
different times in your life.

When God knows that you need peace, His presence will give you peace. When God knows that you need comfort, 
His Holy Spirit will comfort you. When God knows that you need wisdom, He will help you find the words to say. God 
is always there for you. He is waiting for you to take the time to experience His presence.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What happened to Saul of Tarsus near Damascus?
Jesus [Christ] appeared to him in a great light, and Saul accepted Him as Lord. (Acts 9:3–9)

How did Jesus introduce Himself to Saul?
“I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting!” (Acts 9:5)

What did Jesus tell Saul to do?
Get up, go into the city, and he would be told what to do. (Acts 9:6)

What happened when Saul got up off the ground?
He was blind. (Acts 9:8) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do you remember a time when you experienced the presence of God? What did it feel like?
• What is stopping you from experiencing God’s presence every day? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for always being available to me. Help me take the time to experience Your presence every day. 
Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: How can God use you to help others know Him?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Acts 9:10–19

Think back to when you accepted Jesus into your life as your Savior. Were you all alone? Were you at church or 
camp? Did someone else help you understand what you didn’t know so you could come to that decision? Most people 
would say that at least one other person had a part in helping them come to know God. It might be a parent, a pastor, 
or even a friend. They might have told you about God, invited you to church, or prayed with you.

God can save someone without our help, but He wants us to be involved in the process. Jesus may have appeared to 
Saul and spoken to him, but God also told someone else to go and pray with Saul. Ananias was an important part of 

God’s plan to change Saul’s life and turn it around for good.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Who did the Lord speak to in a vision in verse 10?
Ananias (Acts 9:10)

Where did God tell Ananias to go?
To Straight Street, to the house of Judas where Saul was staying (Acts 9:11)

What happened when Ananias laid his hands on Saul and prayed?
Something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes and he regained his sight. (Acts 9:18) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Who do you know who isn’t a Christian? Have you told them about Jesus? If so, what happened?
• How should you respond if you tell someone about Jesus and they don’t accept Him? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for allowing me to be a part of the process of others coming to know You. Help me to have the same 
courage You gave to Ananias to go and tell my friends about You. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: What changes in your life after you are saved?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Acts 9:20–22

Having God in your life is life-changing! If you have known God for a while or most of your life, you might not realize 
how different your life would be without God. When someone makes the decision to follow God, a lot of things in their 
life will change.

Saul’s life certainly changed after he encountered Jesus and was saved. His life literally turned around. This kind of 
change is called repentance, which means having a change of mind, heart, and direction. Saul went from trying to 
kill Christians to trying to tell people about Jesus! Even the people around Saul were amazed and surprised by the 
drastic change they saw in him. People should be able to see the change and difference in our life when we decide to 
follow Jesus.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What does “repentance” mean?
Repentance is having a change of mind, heart, and direction. (Acts 17:30; 20:21)

What did Saul do immediately after he was saved and regained his strength?
He began preaching about Jesus in the synagogues (Jewish places of gathering, learning, and worship). (Acts 9:20)

What did the people who heard him preaching think about it?
They were amazed. (Acts 9:21)

What happened to Saul’s preaching as he continued?
It became more and more powerful. (Acts 9:22)

What did Saul’s preaching prove that Jesus was?
Messiah (which means the anointed one) (Acts 9:22) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What is something that should change when you are saved?
• Do you notice any differences between you and your friends who aren’t Christians?
• Do your friends who aren’t Christians notice anything different about your life? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for changing my life for the better. Please help me to be okay with standing out so others can see a 
difference in my life because of You. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
With God, I am never alone.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 

everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.”

- Acts 1:8 (NLT) -

PAUL AND 
SILAS IN
PRISON



DAY 1
Question of the Day: How powerful is God?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Acts 16:16–18

When we think about God, we naturally think about Him from a human perspective. But, we can’t even begin to  
understand how powerful God is. Paul got to see God’s power at work though. God’s power was shown when Paul 
used Jesus’ name to drive the evil spirit out of a slave girl. God is omnipotent, which means all-powerful. There is 
nothing and no one in the earth or in the spiritual realms who can stand against Him! We can be thankful that we 
serve a God who is so powerful. We have nothing to fear because He is always with us.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What do we mean when we say that God is omnipotent?
God is all-powerful.

Who did Paul and Silas meet as they were going down to the place of prayer?
A slave girl who had a spirit that enabled her to tell the future (Acts 16:16)

Why did Paul get so exasperated (upset)?
The slave girl followed them every day shouting. (Acts 16:17–18)

What happened after Paul spoke to the demon inside the slave girl?
The demon instantly left her. (Acts 16:18) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
What did today’s devotion make you think about?
What is something you are afraid of?
Do you believe that God is more powerful than Satan and his evil powers? Why or why not?
What helps you handle your fear? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, I’m so thankful to know that I follow an all-powerful God. Help me not to be afraid because I know You are with 
me. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: What is the cost of following Jesus?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Acts 16:19–24

We never know what we may be required to give up because we choose to follow Jesus. We never know what we 
may be required to stand up for because we choose to follow Jesus. The cost of following Jesus is different for  
everyone. We may never experience the persecution the Early Church had to face or fear for our lives because we 
are Christians. But are we willing to pay that cost if that’s what it takes?

Paul and Silas were willing to face making people upset, being beaten, and even going to prison because they knew 
that following Jesus was worth it. Would we be willing to do it? We need to be willing to give up anything and stand up 
for what we believe in any time. It will always be worth any cost to follow Jesus.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Who journeyed with Paul on this missionary journey?
Silas (Acts 16:19)

Why was the slave girl’s master so upset with Paul and Silas?
He believed they destroyed his ability to get wealthy. (Acts 16:19)

What happened to Paul and Silas because God healed the slave girl?
An angry mob formed, they were beaten, and thrown in prison. (Acts 16:22–23)

What were Paul and Silas doing in jail around midnight?
They were praying and singing songs of praise to God. (Acts 16:25) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Have you ever had to stand up for what you believe in? What happened?
• Have you ever been bullied or made fun of because you are a Christian?
• Do you believe it is worth being treated poorly or being unpopular to follow Jesus? Why or why not? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving us so many examples in the Bible of strong Christians. Help me to have the courage to be 
willing to pay any cost to follow You. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: Who do you share your life with?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Acts 16:25–29

Paul talked a lot about being joyful or rejoicing in times of persecution in the letters he wrote that are in the New  
Testament. This passage of Scripture is a great example of him living that principle out in his own life.

Think about it. Paul and Silas had just been badly beaten and now they are sitting in a prison. They had no clue if God 
would save them or if they would be stuck there for the rest of their lives. How would you act in that situation? Maybe 
we would cry, complain, or feel hopeless.

That’s not how Paul and Silas reacted at all! They began praying and singing to God. The Bible says that the other 
prisoners were listening to them. Even in prison, they had the chance to impact others and they weren’t going to miss 
out on that opportunity.

Joy isn’t the same as feeling happy about what’s happening around us. We can choose to have joy at all times just 
like Paul and Silas because we know that God is omnipresent. That means that God is everywhere all at the same 
time. He is always with us. Our circumstances may change, but God always remains the same.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What do we mean when we say that God is omnipresent?
God is everywhere at the same time.

How late at night was it when Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God?
Around midnight (Acts 16:25)

What happened in the prison because of the massive earthquake?
The prison was shaken, the doors flew open, and the chains of the prisoners fell off. (Acts 16:26)

What did the jailer do when he thought the prisoners had all escaped?
He was about to kill himself. (Acts 16:27) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What is something that makes you happy? Can you depend on it to last forever?
• What is the difference between happiness and joy?
• Why can we have joy at all times? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving us joy that doesn’t go away because things around us are bad. Help me to choose to find 
joy at all times because You are with me. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: Who is affected by the choices that you make?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Acts 16:30–34

Do you ever think about how the choices you make affect others? You might have thought about how they affect your 
friends and family, but what about people you don’t even know? Paul and Silas’s choices affected all the prisoners 
who heard them praying and singing to God. They also had the chance to literally save the life of the jailer who was 
keeping them in the jail.

Paul and Silas could have just thought the jailer deserved to die and allowed him to hurt himself. Instead, they 
stopped him from killing himself and they did something even greater for him. They told him about Jesus and he and 
his whole household became believers! We may never know how many people are affected by the choices we make, 
but we need to do our best to make sure our choices are affecting people to know more about Jesus.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What was the first thing the jailer asked Paul and Silas?
“What must I do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30)

What did Paul and Silas tell the Philippian jailer to do in order to be saved?
“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, along with everyone in your household.” (Acts 16:31)

What did Paul and Silas do for the jailer and his family?
They told the jailer and his family about Jesus and baptized them (Acts 16:32–33)

What did the jailer do for Paul and Silas?
Cared for them, washed their wounds, brought them into his house, and gave them a meal. (Acts 16:33–34)

Why did the jailer and his entire household rejoice?
Because they all believed in God (Acts 16:34) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Have you ever seen your choices affect someone else?
• Share a time when you positively affected someone else.
• Share a time when you negatively affected someone else.
• How can we make sure the choices we make point people toward Jesus? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for showing me how important my choices are to others. Please help me to make choices that have a 
positive effect on others and point them to You. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God has a plan for me.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the  
heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is  

calling us.
- Philippians 3:14 (NLT) -

TIMOTHY
LEARNS 

FROM PAUL



DAY 1
Question of the Day: What will I face because of my faith?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 2 Timothy 3:10–12

Some people are confused and think that being a Christian means that everything in your life should be perfect and 
easy. Do you believe that? It sounds really good, doesn’t it? If that were true, there would be a line of people out the 
door of every church, wanting to be saved. But, when you read the Bible, you find examples of the opposite being 
true. Jesus never promised that following Him would be easy, but He did say that it would be worth it.

Paul’s life was probably easier and more comfortable before he became a Christian. He probably had money, 
 people knew who he was, and people respected him. When he became a Christian, he dealt with people rejecting 
him, throwing him in prison, and even trying to kill him. Why would he consider facing all of those things? His faith in 
Jesus was worth any cost to him. Paul knew that there was something far greater than he could ever find on earth in  
heaven—Jesus and the reward that comes to anyone who lives for Him.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Who was Paul writing to in this passage of Scripture?
Timothy (2 Timothy 3:10)

In verse 10, what did Paul say that Timothy knew about him?
“What I teach, how I live, what my purpose in life is, … my faith, my patience, my love, and my endurance.”  
(2 Timothy 3:10)

Which three places did Paul mention that he was persecuted in?
Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra (2 Timothy 3:11)

Who will suffer persecution?
“Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 3:12) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What is something difficult you have had to face because of your faith?
• Would you be willing to face what Paul faced for your faith in God? Why or why not?
• Why do you think Paul was willing to be persecuted? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving me the opportunity to live for You. Help me to be willing to face anything for my faith just like 
Paul. Amen



DAY 2
Question of the Day: What is the most important truth?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 2 Timothy 3:13–14

Knowing the truth is very important in our world today. There are a lot of confused people out there! And for  
Christians, the most important truth is everything God has said. Sadly, there are people who want to deceive you by 
making you not trust God’s Word. This isn’t new. The first man and woman, Adam and Eve, were deceived by a snake 
into not trusting and obeying what God had said. And because they chose not to obey what God had said, they lost 
the wonderful life God had planned for them.

In today’s Bible reading, Paul wrote to a young pastor named Timothy about the kinds of people who try to deceive 
others. He was telling Timothy, and all of us, to be faithful to God’s truth. Timothy knew the truth because he grew 
up learning from God’s Word in the Scriptures. The same can be true for us! One of the best ways we can know the 
difference between the truth and a lie is by knowing God’s Word.

THINK ABOUT IT:
To what young pastor did Paul write two letters which are books of the Bible?
Timothy

Who did Paul say would flourish (prosper or succeed)?
Evil people and impostors (2 Timothy 3:13)

What will evil people and impostors do?
“They will deceive others and will themselves be deceived.” (2 Timothy 3:13)

What did Paul tell Timothy to remain faithful to?
The things he had been taught (2 Timothy 3:14)

Why should Timothy have known that the things that he had been taught were true?
He could trust those who had taught them to him. (2 Timothy 3:14) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Has someone ever tried to make you not believe God’s Word?
• Who is someone you can talk to if you have questions about God’s Word?
• How much time do you spend in God’s Word each week?
• Do you think you need to spend more time in God’s Word?
• Do you feel like you know the truth found in God’s Word? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for reminding me to be aware of the things and people who are distracting me from You. Help me to 
put the distractions aside and spend time in Your Word every day. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: What can we learn from God’s Word?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 2 Timothy 3:15

The obvious answer to the Question of the Day is, everything we need to know. But let’s dig deeper into what Paul 
had told Timothy he had learned from Scripture. Timothy had the privilege of being taught “from childhood” about the 
holy Scriptures. What about you?

Paul was reminding Timothy of how fortunate he was to have been taught about God’s Word his entire life. Timothy 
probably had wisdom and knowledge that other people his age didn’t have because he had spent his whole life  
learning the Word of God.

If you have been taught God’s Word for as long as you can remember, you are like Timothy. Don’t decide that reading 
the Bible isn’t as fun or interesting as other things you might have to do like sports, reading, playing video games, or 
just spending time with your family and friends. Don’t take for granted the privilege you have to be taught and spend 
time in God’s Word now. God’s Word has everything you need, but you have to make the time to read it and learn 
what it says.

THINK ABOUT IT:
How long had Timothy been taught the holy Scriptures?
From childhood (2 Timothy 3:15)

What gave Timothy wisdom?
The holy Scriptures (2 Timothy 3:15)

What did Timothy have the wisdom to receive because he had been taught the holy Scriptures?
Salvation (2 Timothy 3:15)

Who did Timothy trust in?
Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 3:15) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What is something you have learned from being taught God’s Word?
• What is something you have learned from reading God’s Word on your own or someone reading it to you?
• What is your earliest memory of reading or being taught about the Bible?
• What is your favorite story in the Bible? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving us Your Word to help us. Help me to spend time reading or listening to Your Word and 
learning the truths found in the Bible every day. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: What makes the Bible so important?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 2 Timothy 3:16–17

Have you ever thought about why the Bible is so important? Take a moment and imagine trying to be a follower of  
Jesus without the Bible. Did you know that most people in the Bible didn’t have Bibles in their homes? They may have 
had some of the Scripture we have today, but they would go to places of worship and to be taught the full Scripture. 
Some of the Bible was still being written.

Imagine if the people who lived in Bible times knew that one day there would be free access to the Bible on phones 
and devices that go with us everywhere. They would be so jealous!

But there may be days we forget to even look at our Bibles for a few minutes.

The Bible is literally God’s message to us. Verse 16 tells us that all Scripture is inspired by God. That means every 
word in the Bible is there because God caused it to be there. The Bible is important because it’s how we get to know 
God. We can’t have a face-to-face conversation with God like we can with a school friend, but reading the Bible is 
pretty close. If your best friend wrote a book, would you read it? If you did, you would probably learn something new 
about the friend. We can learn new things about God and grow closer to Him by spending time reading His Word. 
That sounds pretty important.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What is inspired by God?
All Scripture. (2 Timothy 3:16)

Why is Scripture useful?
It teaches us what is true and makes us realize what is wrong in our lives. (2 Timothy 3:16)

When does Scripture correct us?
When we are wrong (2 Timothy 3:16)

How does God use Scripture?
To prepare and equip us to do every good work (2 Timothy 3:17) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What is something important you have learned from reading the Bible?
• Have you ever read something in the Bible and realized you had been doing something wrong?
• How does the Bible prepare you and give you what you need to obey God? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for showing me the importance of Your Word. Please help me to know when I am doing something 
wrong and give me the courage to do what is right. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
God wants me to take action.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the  
heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is  

calling us.
- Philippians 3:14 (NLT) -

FAITH 
AND 

WORKS



DAY 1
Question of the Day: How can you control your anger?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: James 1:19–21

What makes you really angry? Think about that for moment. What happens when you get angry? Do you say things 
and do things that are hurtful to others or that you regret later? Most likely, you answered yes. Anger can be a  
dangerous emotion if you don’t know how to keep it under control.

Does that mean you can never get angry? Absolutely not! Anger is a normal and natural emotion to feel, but the way 
we react and handle our anger is what’s important. So, how can we control our anger? James 1:19 gives us some 
good ideas. It says, “Be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry.” Those first two actions would help us 
a lot with the last one. If we listen to others more and think before we speak, we can keep our anger under control. 
Often, we let our anger get the best of us. We are quick to speak and act without thinking about how our words and 
actions will affect the people around us.

God wants us to produce “righteousness” which means He wants us to do the right things. Learning to allow Him to 
help us control our anger will help us produce the righteousness He wants from us.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What are the three things James tells us to do in James 1:19?
“Be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry.” (James 1:19)

What does not produce the righteousness God desires?
Human anger (James 1:20)

What should we get rid of?
All filth and evil in our lives (James 1:21)

What should we humbly accept?
The word God has planted in our hearts (James 1:21)

What does the word that God planted in our hearts have the power to do?
Save our souls (James 1:21) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What are three things that can make you angry?
• How do you usually react when you get angry?
• What is something you regret saying or doing when you were angry?
• How can you control your anger in the future? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for understanding my emotions, even when I get angry. Help me to control my anger and think before 
I speak. Amen.  



DAY 2
Question of the Day: How can you put God’s Word into action?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: James 1:22–27

Go find the closest mirror in your house. Now, spend five seconds staring at yourself and your family in the mirror. 
Ready? 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, and stop. Close your eyes and see how many details about yourself and your family you can 
remember.

When you are done sharing the details you remember, open your eyes and take a full minute to stare at yourself and 
your family in the mirror again. Use a timer or clock so you know when it’s been a minute. Stop and close your eyes 
again. Now, see how many details you are able to remember. Were you able to remember more details after staring 
into the mirror for a minute? Probably your answer was yes!

James used the example of just glancing in the mirror instead of looking carefully into it. He says that when we listen 
to or read God’s Word and don’t obey it, it’s like glancing in the mirror for a few seconds. We forget most of what we 
saw. It’s not enough to just read the Bible and then do whatever you want. God wants us to listen to His Word and do 
what it says. God will bless us when we put His Word into action.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What does James say that we must do to keep from fooling ourselves?
S“But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says.” (James 1:22)

What does James say it is like when we listen to the Word and don’t obey it?
“It is like glancing at your face in a mirror. You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like.”  
(James 1:23–24)

What should we look carefully into?
The perfect law that sets you free (James 1:25)

What are the two things James says in this passage about fooling yourself?
If you listen to God’s Word and don’t do what it says, and if you claim to be religious but don’t control your tongue. 
(James 1:22, 26)

What is pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father?
“Caring for orphans and widows in their distress and refusing to let the world corrupt you.” (James 1:27) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• How many mirrors can you find in our house?
• What is something you have read or heard from the Bible and ignored?
• How can you put God’s Word into action this week? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving us Your Word to help us and show us how to live. Help me to put the verses I read and hear 
in Your Word into action in my life. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: How can you show your faith to others?

READ ABOUT IT:

Read: James 2:14–17

Have you ever tried to hide the fact that you are a Christian? It’s okay to be honest about it. Having faith in God is one 
thing, but it takes a lot of courage to show your faith to others. Faith is when we completely believe and trust in God. 
And James reminds us that faith that is unseen is pretty useless. Think about it. If you believe in God, but never tell 
anyone about Him, what is the point of your faith?

James wrote that faith by itself isn’t enough. Wait, what? You might be thinking, I thought all I had to do was believe in 
Jesus, ask Him to forgive my sins, and I’m saved. That is true, but if you really believe in Jesus and put your faith in 
Him, your actions should show that to others. If you receive a new life in God, your life should look different to those 
around you. Your friends who aren’t Christians should be able to see and hear a difference in your life compared to 
their lives.

Our goal and mission should always be to share our faith with others. We have to put our faith into action to share it 
with our friends.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What is faith?
Faith is belief and complete trust in God.

Why is faith that is unseen useless?
If we have received new life in God, our faith should be seen by others in the way that we live.

How should we show our faith to others?
By our actions (James 2:14)

What should we do to help someone who has no food or clothing?
Give them some food and clothing. (James 2:15–16) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Share a time when you didn’t want to tell people you were a Christian. What happened?
• Do you think it is easy to show others your faith? Why or why not?
• How can you show your faith to others through your actions? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for telling us to put our faith into action. Help me to have the courage to show my faith to others even 
if I’m the only one who believes in You. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: Who is an example of faith in your life?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: James 2:18–26; Ephesians 6:16

Maybe you have known Jesus your whole life, or maybe you haven’t been a follower of Jesus for very long. Either 
way, you probably know someone you look up to as a spiritual leader in your life. It might be a pastor, a leader at 
church, or a parent or grandparent. Maybe you can think of someone in your life who is further along in their faith 
journey you can look up to and learn from.

James mentioned several people from the Old Testament who were great examples of putting their faith into action. 
He wrote about how Abraham was willing to give up his only son. He mentioned Rahab risking her life to hide the  
Israelite men who were scouting out the land. Those were big acts of faith! The Bible is full of other examples of  
people following God and putting their faith into action. Spend some time each day reading your Bible and write down 
the people you read about who put their faith into action.

THINK ABOUT IT:
In the Christian armor, what is the shield?
Faith (Ephesians 6:16)

What should Christians use to protect themselves from Satan’s flaming arrows?
The shield of faith (Ephesians 6:16)

How did James say he would show people his faith?
By his good deeds (James 2:18)

What did James say faith without good deeds is?
Useless (James 2:20)

Who are the two examples of putting faith into action in this passage of Scripture?
Abraham and Rahab (James 2:21–25) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Who are three examples of faith in your life?
• Why do you look to those people as examples of faith?
• Who can you be an example of faith for?
• How can you be an example of faith for others? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving us so many examples of faith to learn from in the Bible. Please help me to be an example 
for others by showing my faith in everything I do. Amen.



The BIG Answer: 
Jesus is coming back.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the  
heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is  

calling us.
- Philippians 3:14 (NLT) -

JESUS IS
COMING

BACK



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Will I see my family and friends again after they die?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Thessalonians 4:13–14

Has someone you loved died? Maybe it was a grandparent or even a friend. Take a moment to remember some of the 
good memories you have with those family members and friends you have lost. Sadly, death is a part of the world we 
live in. That’s why we can be so thankful that this world is not our forever home.

The good news is that death is not the end for any of us. Your Christian family and friends who have died will rise 
again when Jesus returns. If they asked Jesus to forgive their sins and come into their lives, they will be able to spend 
forever with Him. Death is still sad for those of us who are left behind, but we don’t have to “grieve like people who 
have no hope.” We can know without a doubt that we will see them again! This is the Blessed Hope that the New 
Testament mentions many times—Jesus will return for His people.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What is the Christian’s Blessed Hope?
The return of Jesus [Christ] (Titus 2:13)

There are over how many references in the New Testament to the second coming of Christ?
[Over] three hundred

After Jesus died, what happened to Him?
He was raised to life again. (1 Thessalonians 4:14)

Who will God bring back when Jesus returns?
The believers who have died (1 Thessalonians 4:14) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Who is someone you know who has died?
• What is your favorite memory of that person?
• Does it make you feel better to know you will get to see them again? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for comforting me when I am sad because of loss. Help me to be encouraged that I will see my Chris-
tian friends and family again after death. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: How will we know that Jesus has returned?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Thessalonians 4:15–18

Have you ever slept in or slept through your alarm going off and missed something important? Maybe you have 
missed the bus and you were late for school. That moment when you realized you overslept is the worst! But it will be 
impossible for anyone to sleep through or miss Jesus’ return. No one is that hard of a sleeper!

We call that time when Jesus comes back for those Christians who have died and those who are still living the 
Rapture. How will we know that Jesus has returned? Verse 16 says that Jesus will come down from heaven with a 
commanding shout, with the voice of an angel, and with the trumpet call of God. See why Christians won’t be able to 
sleep through it?

If that wasn’t enough, people will be rising from the graves and all the Christians will basically fly up to meet Jesus. 
That sounds like something worth waking up for, even if it happens in the middle of the night!

THINK ABOUT IT:
When will Christians who have died be resurrected?
At the rapture of the Church (1 Thessalonians 4:16–17)

What is the Rapture?
When Jesus [Christ] returns to take His Church—the saints both dead and living—out of this world  
(1 Thessalonians 4:16)

What sounds will Christians hear when Jesus returns?
 A commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and the trumpet call of God (1 Thessalonians 4:16)

How long will we live with the Lord?
Forever (1 Thessalonians 4:17) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do you think you could sleep through Jesus’ return?
• What would wake you up? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for always being available to me. Help me take the time to experience Your presence every day. 
Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: Can I guess when Jesus will return?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Thessalonians 5:1–5

Have you ever been really surprised by something or someone? Has someone ever given you a surprise party? The 
idea of surprises makes some people excited and other people nervous or uncomfortable. Some people are more 
open to surprises.

But all Christians will have to get used to the idea of one surprise. There is no way of knowing when Jesus will return. 
The Bible tells us that only God the Father knows when Jesus will return. What we do know is that it will be an  
unexpected surprise for many people. For those who are Christians and know what God’s Word says, we won’t be 
completely caught off guard by Jesus’ return. What God’s Word says about the Rapture keeps us from being in the 
dark!

It’s like when you are surprised by a surprise party because it isn’t on your actual birthday, but you know when your 
birthday is. The Rapture will be like the best surprise party we could possibly attend when Jesus returns.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Who knows when the Rapture will occur?
Only God the Father (Matthew 24:36)

Why should the coming of Jesus not surprise the Christians?
Because Christians do not live in the darkness (1 Thessalonians 5:4)

What will the Lord’s return be like?
He will come unexpectedly, like a thief in the night. (1 Thessalonians 5:12)

What will people be saying when Jesus returns?
“Everything is peaceful and secure.” (1 Thessalonians 5:3)

What does the Bible say Christians are children of?
The light and the day (1 Thessalonians 5:5) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do you like surprises? Why or why not?
• What is your favorite surprise that you can remember?
• We can’t know, but when do you think Jesus will return?
• Are you excited for Jesus’ return? Why? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for allowing me to be a part of the process of others coming to know You. Help me to have the same 
courage You gave to Ananias to go and tell my friends about You. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: How can I be prepared for Jesus’ return?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: 1 Thessalonians 5:6–11

Does the thought of Jesus’ return excite you or scare you? If you feel a little scared, you don’t have to. We can be  
prepared for Jesus’ return and we don’t have to be scared. Verse 8 tells us what we need to do be prepared and on 
our guard for when Jesus returns. It says, “But let us who live in the light be clearheaded, protected by the armor of 
faith and love, and wearing as our helmet the confidence of our salvation.”

We can be completely ready and prepared for His return if we keep our faith in Him and be confident in our own  
salvation. That means that we believe in Jesus and know that we are saved. That’s it! You don’t need to pack an 
emergency bag or take a class to learn any special skills.

God wants us to be saved. That’s why He sent Jesus the first time to die for us. God wants us to come and live with 
Him forever. If you already believe in Jesus and have asked Him to forgive you for the wrong things you’ve done, get 
out there and help others believe in Him too. The best thing we can do to prepare for Jesus’ return is to tell others 
about Him so they can be ready too.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What armor will protect us and prepare us for Jesus’ return?
The armor of faith and love and the helmet of salvation (1 Thessalonians 5:8)

What does God not want to pour out on us?
His anger (1 Thessalonians 5:9)

What should we do for other followers of Jesus?
Encourage one another and build them up (1 Thessalonians 5:11) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What do you usually do to prepare for a trip?
• What do you need to do to prepare for Jesus’ return? Are you ready?
• Do you know anyone you can help become prepared for Jesus’ return? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for preparing us for Jesus’ return. Please help me to share what I know about You and help as many 
people as possible get prepared for His return. Amen. 



The BIG Answer: 
I can live with God forever.

Memory Verse Challenge: 
I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the  
heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is  

calling us.
- Philippians 3:14 (NLT) -

NEW HEAVEN
AND NEW 

EARTH



DAY 1
Question of the Day: Where will God live in the new heaven and the new earth?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Revelation 21:1–3

Have you ever wondered what will happen after you die? Have you ever thought about where God lives and if you will 
see Him and talk to Him after you die? Even if you had never thought about it before, you are probably thinking about 
it now!

When John was in exile on the Isle of Patmos, God showed him what was going to happen in the last days. He wrote 
all about this in the Book of Revelation. Revelation 21:3 gives us a very exciting answer to this question. It says, 
“Look, God’s home is now among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be 
with them.”

Where will God live? He will live with us! He is preparing a place of eternal joy for those who love Him. His home will 
be among us, not somewhere far away. God has always wanted to have a relationship with His people. He doesn’t 
want to live above us or apart from us. It’s cool to think that the God who created the entire universe wants to live with 
us and know us personally.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Which book in the New Testament was today’s Bible reading from?
Revelation

What happened to John on the isle of Patmos?
God showed him what was going to happen in the last days. (Revelation 4:1)

What is heaven?
Heaven is the place of eternal joy which God is preparing for those who love Him and accept Jesus [Christ] as their 
Savior. (Matthew 25:34) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Have you ever thought about where God lives?
• What is something you would like to talk with God about?
• How does it make you feel to know that God will be your neighbor? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for being a personal God who wants a relationship with me. I am excited about the time that I will be 
Your neighbor and see You every day. Amen.



DAY 2
Question of the Day: What will be gone forever after Jesus returns?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Revelation 21:4–7, 27

Have you ever wanted to just start something over? Maybe that’s how God felt when He decided to send the Flood in 
the Bible. That created a fresh start for Noah and his family, but it was nothing compared to the clean slate when God 
creates the new heaven and new earth.

In verse 5 God says, “Look, I am making everything new!” Did you hear that? He said, “everything.” That’s so  
exciting! There are some sad and awful things that we won’t have to deal with after Jesus returns. Specifically, we can 
look forward to no more death, sadness, crying, or pain. All those things will be gone forever in the new heaven and 
new earth. That’s something to look forward to for sure!.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What is Jesus’ great “I Am” saying in the Book of Revelation?
“I am the Alpha and the Omega—the Beginning and the End.” (Revelation 21:6)

Name five things that will not be found in heaven.
Tears [crying], death, sorrow [mourning], pain, sin. (Revelation 21:4, 27)

Will things be different after Jesus returns?
“Look, I am making everything new.” (Revelation 21:5) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What is something you wish you could start completely fresh and new?
• What is something you are glad will not be in heaven? Why? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for giving us the hope that we will no longer have to experience sadness, pain, or death after this life. 
We can’t wait for what life will be like with You. Amen.



DAY 3
Question of the Day: What will the new heaven and the new earth look like?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Revelation 21:21–25

Life after Jesus comes back is going to be so much better than our lives now. Imagine gates made out of giant pearls 
and a street made out of gold! We won’t even need the sun or moon anymore because God will light up everything.
Do you remember what the first thing God said in Genesis was? He said, “Let there be light.” God was the light until 
day four of creation when He created the sun, moon, and stars. They have served their purpose on this earth, but we 
won’t need them anymore.

Have you ever had a hard time sleeping at night or been afraid of the dark? You will never have to be afraid of the 
dark again! There will be no night in the new heaven and new earth. It will be like a never-ending day!

THINK ABOUT IT:
What will the gates of the city be made of?
Pearls, each gate a single pearl (Revelation 21:21)

What will the main street be made of?
Pure gold (Revelation 21:21)

Who takes the place of a temple in the city?
The Lord God Almighty and the Lamb [Jesus] (Revelation 21:22)

What two things will we have no need for?
The sun and the moon (Revelation 21:23)

Why will the gates never close at the end of the day?
There is no night there. (Revelation 21:25) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• What would you love to do on a street made of pure gold?
• Do you ever have trouble sleeping or being scared of the dark?
• How will no nighttime help people who are afraid of the dark? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for telling us some of the amazing details we have to look forward to. Help us to not be afraid and 
sleep well. Amen.



DAY 4
Question of the Day: Who will not be allowed to enter?

READ ABOUT IT:
Read: Revelation 21:26–27

This one is a tough question for all of us to face. Who will not be allowed to enter the new heaven and the new earth 
that God is preparing for us? Verse 27 makes it very clear that only “those whose names are written in the Lamb’s 
Book of Life” will be able to enter. That means anyone whose name is not written in the Lamb’s Book of Life cannot 
enter.

How do you get your name in the Lamb’s Book of Life? You have to believe in Jesus, ask Him to forgive you, and 
accept Him as your Savior. That sounds pretty simple and I hope you have already made that decision.

Maybe you know someone who hasn’t made that decision. It might be a family member or even a friend. None of us 
want to get to the end of life and realize that our family and friends aren’t there to spend forever with us and God. We 
need to do everything we can to help our friends and family get their names in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Who will spend eternity in heaven?
Those who accept Christ [Jesus] as Savior and whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life  
(Revelation 21:27)

Who will bring their glory and honor into the city?
All the nations (Revelation 21:26)

Who will be able to enter the city?
Those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life (Revelation 21:27) 

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did today’s devotion make you think about?
• Do you know anyone who isn’t a Christian?
• Have you tried to tell them about Jesus?
• How can you help your friends and family know Jesus? 

PRAY ABOUT IT:
God, thank You for saving me and putting my name in the Lamb’s Book of Life. Please help me to help everyone I 
know come to know You too. Amen.
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