
TBS 2-24-22

Read James 2:14-26

Five Things:

1. Why is faith without works “dead”?

2. How is living faith demonstrated?

3. How do people rationalize inactive faith?

4. Why isn’t mere belief in God enough?

How is helping others part of a disciplines spiritual life?

5. List at least 5 people from the Bible demonstring faith.

(If you can’t think of any, start with Abraham, Rahab, Noah, etc.)

Conclusion:
James wrote to Christians from a Jewish background that discovered the glory of

salvation by faith. They knew the exhilaration of freedom from works-righteousness.

But they then went to the other extreme of thinking that works didn’t matter at all...

James did not contradict the Apostle Paul, who insisted that we are saved not of

works (Ephesians 2:9). James merely clarifies for us the kind of faith that saves. We

are saved by grace through faith, not by works; but saving faith will have works that

accompany it.  - Guzik 

Read Ephesians 2:9-10 & describe God’s plan.

How do the following passage further apply to our study about faith &

works?

a. John 14:12

b. Philippians 2:17

c. 2 Thessalonians 1:11

d. Hebrews 6:9-12

e. 2 Peter 1:5-7
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TBS 3-3-22     Read James 3:1-2

Five Things:

1. Explain verse 1.  Use the following verses to help.

a. Matthew 18:5-7

b. Matthew 23:1-3

c. 2 Timothy 2:15

2. What does James assert the underlying cause is for our natural ability to

mess things up? (v.2)

3. Do you have any personal or secondary experience involving devastation

resulting from an uncontrolled tongue?

4. What are practical ways for controlling the tongue?

a. Proverbs 10:19

b. Matthew 12:34

c. James 1:19

5. A lesson on taming our tongues usually results in reflecting on harmful,

careless words we’ve personally said to hurt others. But saying things to

build ourselves up doesn’t necessarily hurt or offend a person, but is also

very destructive. Why? Read Matthew 23:25-26. How is Jesus’ observation

and instruction helpful to a discussion about taming the tongue?

Focus Verse: James 3:2 ... For if we could control our tongues, we would be

perfect and could also ______________ ourselves in __________ other way.

Q&A

Q: Why is the tongue the essential part of self-control?

A: Our words ________________ what is in our ___________. (Luke 6:45)

Q: Do the words we say really affect all areas of our life?

A: What we treasure affects not only what we _____ but also what 

we _______. (Matthew 6:21) 

TBS 3-10-22

Read James 3:1-12

Five Things:

1. Explain the illustration of a horse’s bit & ship’s rudder.

2. Why is the tongue like fire? Do you have any personal experience with

“sparks?”

3. What makes the tongue the most unique body part? (v.10)

4. Can you think of any Biblical examples of an untamed tongue?

(Acts 5:1-11, Genesis 3:8-13, etc.)

5. What are some modern examples of an untamed tongue?

(Proverbs 18:2,7&13)

Application:

How do the following scriptures encourage and instruct us about controlling

our tongues?

a. Psalm 34:13

b. Proverbs 13:3

c. Proverbs 21:23

d. Titus 3:2

e. James 1:26

f. 1 Peter 3:10   



TBS 3-17-22

Read James 3:13-18

Seven Things:

1. How would you describe “worldly wisdom?”

2. List the differences between worldly wisdom and God’s wisdom.

3. What do jealousy and selfishness cause and why?

4. HOW does one “work” toward peace & sow seed of peace?

5. What causes some to oppose working for peace?

6. How does this passage challenge you to deal with conflict in relationships?

7. How do the following scripture apply to wisdom and peace?

What practices can be taken away from these instructions?

a. Psalm 29:11

b. Psalm 34:14

c. Psalm 119:165

d. Proverbs 2:6

e. Proverbs 3:13

f. Proverbs 4:7

g. Daniel 12:3

f. John 14:27

h. Romans 8:6

i. Philippians 4:7

j. Colossians 2:2-3

TBS 3-24-22

Read James 4:1-10

Seven Things:

1. What causes the war within us and affects our relationships?

2. What does it mean to be a friend of the world?

3. List some of the ways we can stand against the devil according to v.7-9.

4. What promise is given to those who draw near to God?

5. What should we be mourning over?

6. Why do resist submitting to God and relying on Him?

7. How can humbling ourselves before God affect our relationships?

Application:

The pursuit of personal pleasure and comfort is contradictory to trusting

God. They can’t coexist. 

Yet you don’t have what you want because you don’t ask God for it.

And even when you ask, you don’t get it because your motives are all

wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure. (James 4:2-3)

What do the following verses say about trusting God more & how do these

verses apply to our study?

a. Psalm 62:8

b. Psalm 143:8

c. Proverbs 29:25

d. Isaiah 25:9

e. Nahum 1:7

f. Romans 10:11



TBS 3-31-22

Read James 4:11-17

Five Things:

1. According to James, why should we not speak against fellow Christians?

2. In what ways do we judge others and end up judging “the law?”

3. When does our planning turn into pride & boasting?

4. What should our attitude be about the future?

5. What part does pride have in judging others?

6. What have you learned from people with a spirit of humility?

7. How does pride damage our relationship with God and others?

8. List and describe verses about humility that are helpful to you.

Conclusion:

Scripture does not teach against planning, but it does warn us several times

about pride, worry, anxiety and control.  Planning based on these 4 things

cannot coexist in a heart determined to trust God. 

How do the following verses apply to the issue of pride & how do they relate

to our reading today?

a. Proverbs 11:2

b. Proverbs 13:10

c. Proverbs 16:5

d. Proverbs 18:12

e. Romans 12:16

f. 1 Peter 5:5

TBS 4-7-22

James 5:1-6

Five Things:

1. Do you have any experience with oppression for the personal gain of

another? What are the ungodly attitudes that cause & support oppression?

2. How does God respond to the oppressed?

3. What are the results of self-indulgence?

4. List the negative effects of how increased wealth affects lives vs. ways

financial resources can be used for God’s glory.

5. How does money inhibit people from doing God’s work?

Application:

Are there ways in which I need to change my attitude about money? 

How will sharing actually promote wealth. It is important for me to take

inventory in my heart and ask God where my wealth hinders me and how it

can help. What do the following verses say about the warnings of wealth &

how it applies to our discussion?

a. Proverbs 11:28

b. Proverbs 23:4

c. Matthew 19:23-24

d. Luke 6:24

e. 1 Timothy 6:9-10

f. 1 Timothy 6: 17-19



TBS 4-14-22

James 5:7-11

Six Things:

1. How does the illustration of a farmer show the importance of patience?

Are there similar examples?

2. What did the prophets gain from their suffering?

3. When is it difficult to persevere?

4. How is Job’s life an example of God’s compassion & mercy?

What is mentioned about the Lord in v.11?

5. How have you learned God’s mercy?

6. How can you pass encouragement along to others in their suffering?

Application:

Holding firmly to God’s promises is the only antidote for suffering and the

only way to endure it.  What do the following passages say about

perseverance? 

a. Romans 2:7

b. Romans 5:3-4

c. Romans 8:24-25

d. 1 Timothy 4:16

e. Hebrews 10:36

f. Hebrews 12:1

g. James 1:2-4&12

h. 2 Peter 1:5-9

TBS 4-21-22

Read James 5:12-20

Five Things:

1. Think back to how v. 12 would apply to the taming the tongue discussion.

2. What universal advice does James give? (v.13)

3. This passage discusses healing. Is this a how to guide? What is the most

important healing? How has God already responded to our need for healing?

4. What are the wonderful results produced by effective prayer?

Are you familiar with what C.S. Lewis said about the purpose of prayer?

5. He mentions Elijah in v. 17-18. What was Elijah actually praying for? Rain?

OR God to be magnified to the people. How is this an example of effective

prayer?

Application:

It is hard to talk about prayer in relation to healing. People want their loved

ones healed. And God most certainly does physically heal in our day and age.

But effective prayer is praying for God’s will. How will God be magnified?

How will God’s power and glory be shown to others through what we pray

for. If you can still magnify the Lord or even magnify him better with an

illness, which is more important? This is tough. 

What do the following passages say about prayer.

How can we interpret these scriptures in light of God’s single purpose for

everyone?

a. Psalm 6:9 b. Proverbs 15:8

c. Proverbs 15:29 d. Matthew 21:22

e. Philippians 4:6-7 f. Colossians 4:2

g. 1 Peter 3:12 h. Psalm 55:22 He WILL sustain you!


