Missions: Fighting the Right Foe

Ephesians 6:10-20

Eternal truth: Missionaries, just like all believers, fight against worldly
mindsets and perspectives that turn people away from the Gospel and a
vibrant relationship with God.

Context is bigger than just “avoiding Hell”

Confronting everyday conflicts is in view
Eph 5:22-33 — Marital discord
Eph 6:1-4 — Parent-child fights
Eph 6:5-9 — Work-related strife
Easy to focus on people, not underlying beliefs

Correct gear is necessary
Question as to how to engage
Same for missionary and non-missionary

V14
V14
V15
V16
V17
V17
V 18f

Belt of truth

Breastplate of righteousness = good conduct
Shoes, readiness given by the gospel of peace
Shield of faith = trust and confidence in God
Helmet of salvation = protection of God

Word of God

Prayer

Call to readiness for all
Equal for missionary and non-missionary
Pray without ceasing

Reliance on God

Builds up brothers and sisters in Christ
Integral part of mission work

For new missionaries

Hope for people of God is the armor of God.
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