
 

 

 

 

 

Icebreaker 

What comes to your mind when you hear the phrase “God’s blessing”? Is it something 

positive or negative? Give an example. 

Context 

The destination for the second letter in Revelation is to the church in Smyrna. Smyrna 

lay 40 miles to the north of Ephesus. It had an excellent harbor and a main trade route 

heading into the interior of Anatolia (Turkey), so it had wealth due to trade. The city 

built a temple to the goddess of Rome long before Rome had solidified its dominance 

over the Mediterranean. In AD 26, the city had the distinction of being the only city in 

Asia allowed to build a temple to Emperor Tiberius. Smyrna took pride in considering 

herself “first city of Asia.” 

It was a city that was renowned for its beauty. In particular, the city was known for the 

architecture found throughout the city. For example, they were known for having 

temples to Zeus and Cybele that were connected by a majestic mall. (Osborne, 

Revelation, p 70) The streets were covered with stones to add beauty to the city. 

However, the planning in the construction of the streets and infrastructure were not 

done well, which led to the city flooding with sewage whenever there was a lot of rain. 

The church in Smyrna was facing severe persecution.  The city was placing great 

pressure on Christians to deny Jesus and submit to the emperor as lord. Pressure was 

coming from the trade guilds and businesses for Christians to submit, and the Jewish 

population was stoking the fires of persecution for their own benefit. Jesus speaks to 

the church in the midst of these circumstances but gives a word that is different than 

many would have expected. 

Passage 

8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the last, 

who died and came to life.  

9 “ ‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those 

who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not fear 

what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into 



 

prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful 

unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11 He who has an ear, let him hear 

what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt by the 

second death.’  

The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Revelation 2:8–11. 

Sermon Notes 

When Persecuted         Revelation 2:8-11 
 
 
John 15:18-21 …they will ____PERSECUTE___________ you… 
 
martyrdom = the  “_____WITNESS______________by one’s blood” 

 
V. 9 - I know…your tribulation…poverty (but you are rich)…the slander 
 
    In tribulation rehearse the ________LORD’S PEACE____________. 
 
    John 14:27 Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you.  
    Not as the world gives - do I give to you.  
    Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 
 
    In poverty  rehearse the ____LORD’S PROVISIONS__________ 
 
1 Peter 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to His great mercy He has caused us to 
be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you 
 
    In slander  rehearse the ____LORD’S PROCLAMATIONS____________. 
 
1 Peter 2:9-10 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His own possession, that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.  Once you were not a people, but now 
you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 
V. 10-11 - Persecution 
 
1. Do not ___FEAR IT_________. 
  v. 10 – Do not fear what you are about to suffer; 2 Timothy 3:12 
 
2. Let it ____REVEAL AND REFINE_____________ your faith. 
  v. 10 – that you may be tested;  1 Peter 1:6-7 
   
3. It ___DOES NOT LAST______, so be faithful until it is over. 
  v. 10 – and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death 
 
4. Rehearse what is ____COMING___________. 
  v. 10 – I will give you the crown of life. 
  v. 11 – The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death. 
 
Resources:  www.Persecution.com;  Voice of the Martyrs 

 

http://www.persecution.com/


 

Post Sermon Questions 

If your group is meeting after hearing the sermon, here are some basic questions to 

discuss among the group. 

1. What did you like about the sermon, or what was one of the more important 

things you heard in the sermon? 

2. What was something in the sermon that caused you to have questions? 

3. What did we learn about Jesus in this passage? 

4. What do we learn about man (or human nature) in this passage? 

5. Are there any sins we need to confess because of this passage? 

6. Are there any actions we should take in light of this passage? 

Discuss 

1. [Ask the group to do the following] In the following passage, notice what 

common experiences bring people together into one of two groups in the 

section. Read Hebrews 11:32-38. 

How would you characterize the experiences of the first group of 

people in verses 32-35a? How would you characterize the experiences 

of the second group of people in verses 35b-38? 

According to verse 39a, why are the people in each group commended 

by God? 

2. Do “good” things (wealth, health, positions of authority, popularity) 

happening to people mean that God is pleased by a person’s life? (See 

Jeremiah 12:1-2; Psalm 73:3-12: Compare their earthly “blessings” to God’s 

assessment found in Jeremiah 12:14 and Psalm 73:16-20 & 27) 

3. Do “bad” things (poverty, sickness/death, obscurity) occurring in a 

person’s life mean that God is displeased with that person? (See John 

9:1-3 and Jesus’ assessment of a man born blind or Job 42:1-6: In Job’s case, 

God used Job’s suffering for Job to have a better understanding of who God is.) 

The situation facing the church in Smyrna and Jesus’ letter to the church are so 

contrary to our culture and the way we view suffering,  that a brief lesson on why 

experiences/circumstances are a poor measuring stick for determining God’s view 

towards people/the church was in order. This lesson will be “jarring” to people who 

have been influenced by the prosperity gospel. 

4. Jesus reveals himself through two titles: “the first and the last” (which reminds 

us of his sovereign authority over everything) and “who died and came to life” 

(which reminds us that Jesus has defeated death.) If you were facing 



 

persecution, which of these two truths would be most comforting to 

you and why? 

5. Read verse 9. What are the three attributes Jesus knows about the 

church in Smyrna? (Wait for answers) Does the world view any of those 

three things as “good” or “positive” things? Should we as Christians 

pursue or seek any of those circumstances in our own lives?  

6. Jesus reveals an important truth about their poverty. He notes that, in fact, they 

are rich! Jesus is evaluating their “wealth” based on their spiritual returns and 

not their material resources. 

Read Isaiah 55:8-9. Does God view and evaluate the world differently 

than people do?  

Application: 

Read Matthew 6:19-21. What are the treasures that make us wealthy in 

Jesus’ eyes?  

7. Jesus notes that the church in Smyrna is being subjected to slander by Jews in 

the city. Read John 8:43-47. According to these verses, why are the people 

spreading slander part of the “synagogue of Satan?”  

Application: 

Have a class member(s) read the following passages: Ephesians 4:30-31; 

Colossians 3:5-11; 1 Timothy 6:3-5. How does God view slander? Should 

slander be a part of a believer’s life? Why? 

8. In verse 10, what is Jesus saying will happen (three things) to 

believers if they remain faithful to him? (wait for answers) Does it 

surprise you that obedience and faithfulness to Jesus will result in 

Christians suffering, being thrown in prison, and perhaps dying?  

9. Read Romans 5:1-5. How is suffering beneficial to the follower of Christ? 

How does suffering produce endurance? 

10.  Read 2 Corinthians 1:5 & Philippians 1:29 & 2 Thessalonians 1:3-5. Is there 

meaning in suffering for God’s Kingdom? 

11. How are followers of Christ able to reject fear and remain faithful (see 

10B and verse 11)? (Also, see Hebrews 12:1-2) 

 

 

 

 



 

Next Steps 

Believers in the west, particularly American Christians, would do well to read about 

believers who have suffered/are suffering persecution. Here are some people you can 

read about when it comes to suffering for the Gospel, either online for a short version 

or buy a biography about them:  

Jim Elliot (Through Gates of Splendor by Elisabeth Elliot) 

Corrie Ten Boom (The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom) 

Paul Schneider (Paul Schneider: The Witness of Buchenwald) 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer (Bonhoeffer by Eric Metaxas) 

Go to IMB.org and read about Lottie Moon   

7 Men and the Secret of their Greatness by Eric Metaxas 

Foxe’s Book of Martyrs 

Go to persecution.com, which is the home to Voice of the Martyrs. They have modern 

day stories of people being persecuted for their faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


