
 

 

 

 

 

 

Icebreaker 

What city have you visited/lived in that has made the biggest impression upon you and 

why? 

Context 

We continue our look at heaven with John going into detail about the New Jerusalem 

and what life is like for believers in heaven. The most important thing about heaven is 

that we will get to dwell in God’s presence for eternity. All of the descriptions about the 

location pale in comparison to the fact we get to see God face-to-face.  

As for our passage today, It is important to understand that John is writing within the 

context of an apocalyptic book. What he is seeing and experiencing is beyond words. 

The language is symbolic and grand. On top of that, he is trying to describe things that 

are outside of our physical world with terms we use in our physical world. (Think of 

what it would be like for a fish that was caught and brought up out of the water and 

thrown back into the water now trying to describe his experience to other fish!) 

John mentioned the New Jerusalem coming down from heaven in verse 2, and now he 

begins a detailed description of the city. It is helpful to be reminded that this passage is 

doing a couple of things at the same time. First, and foremost, it is describing where we 

will be spending eternity with God. In that sense, this is meant to be John’s attempt at 

describing a real place. At the same time, John is using this description of the New 

Jerusalem to stand in contrast to the description of the city of Babylon and its 

destruction in Revelation 18. 

Discuss 

1. Why does John use the metaphor of describing the New Jerusalem as “the Bride” 

and “the wife of the Lamb?”  

2. Read Ephesians 5:25-33. How does Jesus act/feel towards the church? If Jesus 

feels that way about the church, how should we as believers feel about the 

church? 

3. What was the purpose of walls and gates around cities in the ancient past? Read 

Revelation 21:25. What is the purpose/symbolism of these gates since the 



 

enemy, sin, and death have already been judged? What is the significance that 

there are gates coming from all four directions on the compass?  

4. Read John 10:1-6. Is it possible for someone to enter the New Jerusalem by any 

other means than what God has ordained? Why or why not? 

5. Read Exodus 33:17-23. Of all the things Moses could have asked God, why did 

he want to see God’s glory? What are some reasons why a person would NOT 

want to see God’s glory? 

6. Why does John note that the names of the 12 tribes of Israel are inscribed on 

the door and the names of the 12 apostles are on foundations? 

7. Imagine for a moment you are talking to someone who grew up in the desert. 

How would you describe what it is like to sail/ride on a boat? How hard do you 

think it was for John to find the words to describe his vision of the New 

Jerusalem? Why? 

8. Read John 8:1-2. In a time/place that had no electricity, how important was light 

to people? What is the significance of Jesus declaring he is “the light of the 

world”? 

9. Do you need your room to be completely dark to sleep or do you prefer having 

some light on for when you sleep? How does it make you feel that there will be 

no darkness in the New Jerusalem? 

10. Verse 25 and 27 speak of kings and nations bringing their glory and honor into 

the city. Do you think the things that made individual nations/peoples unique or 

distinctive will disappear in eternity based on these verses? What song, piece of 

art, or architecture that you have experienced brings glory to God?  

11. What does it mean that the river of life flows FROM the throne of God and of the 

Lamb? Read John 4:10-14. What is important about this water? 

12. In Genesis 2:9 (and Gen. 3:22-24)  we are told there was the tree of life in the 

Garden of Eden and now at the end there is the mention of “the tree of life on 

each side of the river.” What are the differences between the two? 

13. Read Exodus 33:20. What has changed that allows God’s people to see God’s 

face and live? 

 


