
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Icebreaker 

What is the worst case of “buyer’s regret” you have experienced? 

Context 

Believe it or not, we are in the home stretch of our study of Revelation. A little over two 

months from now, we will be finished! It is always great to know that you are about to 

complete something. 

Chapters 17-21 have some threads that connect them all together as a unit. Chapters 

17 and 18 are the description of why God’s judgment is being poured out on sin and 

those who have led people into sin. They form a contrast to the Second Coming of 

Christ and God establishing his presence with his people in the New Heaven and the 

New Earth. 

This week’s chapter examines what is known as the Great Prostitute (or Harlot) and the 

Beast. The Beast is identified as the Antichrist, which was introduced in Revelation 

13:1. The Prostitute is less clearly defined, but through study we can discover what God 

means by describing the religious and economic systems of the world as a prostitute. 

During the Tribulation, I think the evidence points to the Antichrist being a singular 

individual who is part of the unholy trinity opposing God. On the other hand, I think the 

evidence will show that the Great Prostitute is a symbol used to describe the worldly 

system used to deceive and lure people to opposing God through false religions and 

economic pressure. 

Discuss 

1. Are you offended or shocked by the word prostitute or harlot? Why or why not? 

Why do you think people try to find “softer” or “gentler” words to use to describe 

sin? If God has declared something to be sin and people use a different word to 

describe the same activity, does that mean it is no longer a sin? 



 

2. Read Isaiah 28:17. Does the plumb line adjust to what is being measured, or 

does the wall that is measured have to be adjusted to the plumb line in order to 

be “true”? Who determines if something is sin or not?  

3. Does it diminish God’s holiness if we try to excuse or redefine what he has 

determined to be sin? How? 

4. Why is worshiping gods other than Yahweh (the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob) like prostitution? 

5. What does the beautiful clothes and jewelry tell us about sin? What are some 

ways we can help others see the deception behind sins enticing appearance? 

6. Read Revelation 17:8 and Revelation 1:4. What is the difference between the 

Antichrist described in 17:8 and Jesus described in 1:4? 

7. Who is it that is amazed by the Beast? Based on verse 8, do you think a genuine 

follower of Jesus can be “tricked” into following the Beast? Why or why not? 

8. Verse 14 tells us that Christians are “called and chosen and faithful.” Which one 

of these is the most encouraging to you? Which one is the most challenging to 

live up to? 

9. Read James 1:13-15. What are the “natural” consequences of sin? Read James 

1:13. Is God the cause of temptation/sin? 

10. Read Romans 8:28 and Genesis 50:20. Tell us a time where God took something 

caused by evil and turned it into something good. 

 

Next Steps 

Pray and ask God to help you see the subtle ways the world’s sinful ways of doing 

things are all around you. Ask him to help you not use the world’s means of resolving 

issues but instead to act and think biblically towards people and situations. 

Parents, seek ways to help your children see the deceptiveness of sin. Equip them to 

see that sin may be attractive on the outside, but its consequences are always 

destructive. 

 

 


