
 

 

 

 

Icebreaker 

What is your favorite apocalyptic or “end of the world” style of movie or television show 

you have watched and why? What is it about these types of shows that we like and 

make them compelling to watch? 

Context 

Chapter 13 is the continuation of the pursuit of the dragon against the offspring of the 

woman in chapter 12. John introduces two new characters to the story, one in our 

lesson this week and the other will be in the second part of chapter 13. Both of these 

creatures will make up the unholy trinity that are a parody of the Godhead: Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit. 

The beast that comes out of the sea in verse 1 is the being that most Christians point to 

as the antichrist. The moment you use that title, it brings a lot of images and thoughts 

to peoples’ minds. (Damien from the movie The Omen or Nicolae Carpathia for readers 

of the Left Behind books for example.) It would serve you well to suspend what you 

think you know about the antichrist and let the Bible speak for itself. 

We will learn more about this antichrist and the influence he exerts over the world. This 

influence is in direct opposition to God and his people and leads to terrible persecution 

of God’s people. 

The questions for this week’s lesson are based on the understanding that the antichrist 

described here has a dual meaning for us today. One, I believe this beast is a real 

person who will rise to power during the great tribulation that will usher in the end of 

all history. At the same time, this description of the antichrist reveals traits and 

characteristics of how evil has existed in our world over all of human history. This is in 

line with 1 John 2:18. There are clear examples throughout history, and we should be 

able to identify how the enemy operates in the world around us. 

Discuss 

1. What is the significance of the dragon standing on the sand of the sea 

and this new beast rising up out of the sea?  

2. Read Revelation 13:1 and compare the description of the beast to Revelation 

12:3 and the description of the dragon. What are the similarities? What are 

the differences? 



 

3. Read Daniel 7:4-7. How is this beast in Revelation 13:1-2 similar to the 

animals described in the Daniel passage? In Daniel, the four animals are 

symbols of four different empires that Daniel saw rising up over time, while this 

beast combines four traits into one creature. In your opinion, what qualities 

or traits from Daniel’s description of the beasts does John want us to 

see in this beast? 

4. Who gives the beast his power and authority?  

5. Read 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4. This is Paul’s description of the antichrist using the 

title, Man of Lawlessness. What is the attitude of this man of 

lawlessness/the beast towards God? 

6. Verses 3 & 4 describe a progression of people being in wonder of the beast 

being healed, which leads to people following the beast, to people worshiping 

the dragon and the beast. Do you think the beast really was healed? (the 

original language describes his death with the same language used to describe 

Jesus dying in Revelation 4)  

7. What is the significance that the beast is only allowed to operate 42 

months? 

8. According to verse 8, what makes it possible that a person’s name is 

added to the book of life? Read Acts 4:11-12. Is there any other means or 

route by which a person can be saved and added to the book of life? 

9. Read Romans 10:13-15. If we as Christians want others to avoid God’s 

judgment and have eternal life, what must we be doing? 

10. How does it make you feel that we are told we should submit to suffering for the 

Gospel? What do you really want to do when you feel threatened? 

11.  Is the last sentence of verse 10 an invitation or a command to 

Christians? 

Next Steps 

Verse 8 should serve as a clear call to evangelism for Christians. The only way a person 

can be added to the Book of Life is through Jesus Christ. Pray and ask God to give you 

1 person to witness to this week. 

Verses 9 and 10 are challenging to us as believers, especially Christians in America. We 

tend to filter everything through the lens of demanding our “rights”. What these verses 

tell us is that we are to submit to God’s will, even when it means prison or death. How 

can we get to the point of being able to submit in this way, it starts with submitting in 

the “smaller” and “easier” things!   

Let us commit to praying that God would give us wisdom to understand and apply these 

verses to our lives. 


