
 

 

 

 

Icebreaker 

Do you have a favorite book or movie that gives us the origin story of a major 

character in a book or film series? (For example, the Hobbit is the origin story of 

how Frodo came to possess the one ring. Or Captain Marvel is the origin story movie of 

Captain Marvel and Nick Fury in the Marvel Universe.) Why do we like origin 

stories? 

Context 

Now that we are to chapter 12 of Revelation, the progress of the story is “paused” for a 

moment, and we are given a different view of what is taking place and the cause 

behind why judgment and persecution is happening. In a sense, we get the origin story 

of why there is a battle between good and evil. It addresses the question of why there 

is a need for judgment to be poured out on the earth and why there is an enemy 

persecuting God’s people. By looking in the past to see that Satan has already been 

defeated in his attempts to usurp God’s authority, we can be assured, encouraged, and 

hopeful that when the great tribulation occurs, Satan is already a defeated foe.  

 

Next Steps 

1. The main characters described by John in chapter 12 are a woman, a male Child, 

and a dragon. Who or what is signified by each of these characters? 

2. Read Isaiah 14:12-15. Satan was cast down because he coveted a place of 

authority and honor. How are you tempted to covet places of honor, and 

how can you work to humble yourself in those areas? 

3. Read 1 Kings 17:1-6 

4. C.S. Lewis wrote in the preface of his famous book The Screwtape Letters the 

following: “There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall 

about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, 

and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are 

pleased by both errors, and hail a materialist or a magician with the same 

delight.” Which problem is most prevalent in our culture? 

5. Look at the descriptors used for Satan in verse 9. What do these terms tell us 

about Satan’s character? 



 

6. According to verse 11, we have conquered or overcome the enemy through 

Christ, but we are still commanded to resist Satan in 1 Peter 5:9 and James 4:7. 

Read Ephesians 6:10-20. According to verse 11, what is the purpose of the 

armor we have been given? What tools has God given us to fight the 

Enemy? 

7. Read Romans 8:35-39. What truths in these verses should give us 

assurance that we are more than conquerors?  

8. Why does Satan want to destroy God’s people? (See Genesis 1:27) 

9. On August 15, 1945, the Japanese formally surrendered to the Allies to end 

World War 2. Lieutenant Hiroo Onoda was stationed on an island in the 

Philippines and did not surrender until March 9, 1974… 29 years later! Over 

those 29 years, he would attack locals and hide in the jungle, just like he was 

still at war. He was still fighting, but the war had already been lost. How is 

Satan like Hiroo Onada? 

 

 


