
 

 

 

 

Icebreaker 

This is a question meant to generate discussion among the group. Often, the 

introduction question can be “lighthearted” and help group members get to know one 

another. 

Context 

The interlude between the 6th and the 7th trumpet judgment continues in Revelation 

11. John has just been recommissioned to testify to others concerning the vision of the 

end given to him by God. Remember, John has experienced a vision showing him the 

breaking of the seven seals and the results of 6 of the trumpet judgments. At this point 

in the unfolding of this vision, nearly half of the population has died and ⅓ of the earth 

has been damaged by these judgments. 

Chapter 11:1-13 is one of the most difficult passages in the entire book. One must 

choose to interpret the passage literally or figuratively and stick with that interpretation 

throughout the section. Both have strengths and weaknesses for choosing that 

interpretation. The questions in this lesson will lean towards a symbolic understanding 

of the passage. 

Discuss 

1. Why do people put up fences around their property? How is John measuring the 

temple area and worshippers like putting up a fence? 

2. Verse 2 says the nations will be allowed to trample the outer court for 3 ½ years 

and God’s witnesses will testify for 3 ½ years. Why does God link these two 

together? (Or what should God’s people be doing while the nations are 

persecuting God’s people and opposing God?) 

3. In verse 5 it says that “fire will pour forth from their mouth.” Do you think that is 

literal or figurative language? Why? Read 2 Kings 1:2-12 and Jeremiah 5:14. Is 

the fire pouring forth from the mouth literal or figurative? 

4. Read Luke 4:25 and James 5:17-18. Who is one of the Old Testament prophets 

that John wants us to think about in his consideration of these two witnesses? 

Read Exodus 7:14-17. Who is the other prophet we are to think about from 

John’s description of the witnesses? 



 

5. If these two witnesses are symbolic of the church and the testimony we are to 

be giving, especially during the last days, what does the power to stop the rain 

and call down plagues symbolize for Christians today? (Do Christians have access 

to the same power/authority that Elijah and Moses had access to? See Matthew 

17:20 & Matthew 21:21 & 1 Corinthians 1:4-8) 

6. Verse seven says, “And when they finished their testimony…”, then the witnesses 

are killed. According to that phrase, who is in control of the situation regarding if 

and when something happens to these witnesses?  

7. Read verse 7 again. The word in Greek that is translated “witnesses” throughout 

this passage is the same word we get in the word “martyr” in English. Why 

would being a witness for Christ possibly lead to being a martyr for him? 

8. What was the condition of Sodom that led to its destruction (see Genesis 1:16-

19:29). What was the spiritual/moral condition of Egypt that led to the 10 

plagues? How is our culture like Sodom and Egypt today? 

9. What does the celebration of the death of the witnesses by the people tell us 

about the character/spiritual condition of the people? 

10. What would you do if you saw someone who was dead come back to life? 

11.  Can a person come to know God in a way that they can be saved just by what 

they see in creation or from observing God’s judgment against people? Read 

Romans 10:14-17. Why must there be witnesses (evangelists) for people to 

come to know Christ? 

 

 

 


