
 

 

 

 

 

Icebreaker 
What is the most amazing, awe-inspiring thing/scene you have ever seen? What made 
it so amazing? 

Main Point 
Heaven, with all of its splendor, is focused upon worship and serving God.  

Context 
We transition to an entirely new vision with the start of chapter 4. This new vision runs 
from 4:1 through 8:1. Also, chapters 4 & 5 form the foundation of the rest of the vision, 
so these two chapters are very important to understanding the rest of the vision. While 
there are amazing things to be seen in the throne room of heaven, they just point to 
how worthy God is of our whole-hearted worship. 

Discuss 
1. Read Revelation 4. Put yourself in John’s position for a moment. Imagine the 

colors, sounds, smells, and even the way it felt to be in that space. What do 
you imagine John felt in the middle of this scene?  

2. Read verse 1. What is the difference between saying something “can” 
happen, something “should” happen, and something “must” happen?  

Read Isaiah 46:8-11. Explain what God is saying about his will being 
accomplished and how it relates to Revelation 4:1. 

3. Read Exodus 20:4. John would have grown up knowing this verse. How might 
this verse from Exodus help us understand why John did not try to use 
human attributes to describe God?  

4. Dr. Daniel Akin asks this question in his study of Revelation: “God’s power 
drives us to praise, even as it instills awe and fear? How do these go 
together in Christian worship?” 

5. Read verse 4. Based on the description of verse 4 and Revelation 7:13-14 & 
14:3, what is the purpose or function of the 24 elders? What do their 
acts of worship towards God reveal how they view God? 



 

6. Read verses 5 & 6a. Read Exodus 19:7-25. Consider these two scenes. What 
does the lightning and thunder and rumblings communicate about 
God? What are these scenes meant to make the observer (us) feel? 
Why is it important that our emotions are engaged when it comes to 
following Jesus? 

7. Does praising God day and night sound “boring” to you? Why or why 
not? 

8. Are we told that the creatures praise God’s holiness without ceasing so 
we will focus on the dedication of the creatures, or is God’s holiness so 
significant that it is worthy of praise all the time? Why do we as 
Christians not feel a greater need/desire to praise God’s holiness? 

9. Look again at verses 8-10. The fact that God is eternal is mentioned three times 
in these verses. Why is it important for us to know that God has no 
beginning and no end, and that God exists outside of time? 

10. Does what you believe about how the universe came into 
existence affect your ability to worship God?  

Consider verse 11 and the hymn of worship being offered. Can you believe 
that the universe just came into existence by chance or a “big bang” 
and agree with verse 11?  

 

Next Steps 
Set aside time each day to worship God. Let worship become a part of your daily life. It 
could be listening/singing a song of praise to him. Gaze at the stars/sky and appreciate 
the vastness of the universe. Go to the ocean and listen to the waves continually praise 
the Lord. Consider the miracle of your children/grandchildren being born. Put yourself in 
a posture of being in awe of God each day. 

 

 


