
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION • MARCH 14   

 
   

Ice Breaker: Where is your dream vacation?     
 
 
This Week’s Topic: Salvation  
 
 
This Week’s Scripture: Luke 23:32-43 
 
 
Introduction: 

 Ask those who feel comfortable sharing to tell about a time when their own 
mistakes or failures caused them to feel hopeless. What happened? Why did 
hopelessness ensue? 

 Do any of your past mistakes and failures still affect you in the present? How so? 
 Did anything good come out of this hopeless situation? 

 
We have all, at various times in our lives, given into despair on account of our own mistakes 
or moral failures, particularly when we are forced to face their devastating consequences. If 
we are not careful, such hopelessness will eventually overwhelm us and stamp out our hope. 
Today we are going to look at a man who encountered Jesus in the most hopeless moment 
of his life—the hour of his own execution. In the midst of his deepest despair, Jesus spoke to 
him the kindest, most gracious words he ever heard. By looking at this man’s encounter with 
Jesus, we will be reminded that no matter how hopeless we are, we can find hope in Jesus. 
 
 
Read Luke 23:32-39 
 

32 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33 And when 
they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35 And the people 
stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save 
himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming 
up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save 
yourself and us!” 
 
 
 



Discuss:  
 Luke described how Jesus was crucified between two criminals. What might Jesus’ 

position between such people communicate to those watching? Why? 
 Luke includes three statements Jesus made from the cross, the first one in verse 34. 

What does Jesus’ prayer tell us about Him? How might this prayer be a source of 
hope for us in the midst of despair? 

 What do you think motivated the thief in verse 39 to “hurl abuse” at Jesus (vv. 34-36)? 
 

 
Read Luke 23:40-43 
 

40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 
sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of 
our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, remember 
me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you 
will be with me in paradise.” 
 
Discuss  

 Both thieves mocked and insulted Jesus. What did their mockery reveal about the 
condition of their hearts? 

 What attitudes might move someone who is clearly guilty to mock and insult Jesus? 
What attitudes move people to mock and reject Jesus today? 

 Unlike Jesus, the men being crucified on either side of Jesus were guilty criminals 
receiving the just punishment for their sins. Why do you think these two guilty men 
had such drastically different responses to Jesus? 

 According to verses 40-41, what did the second criminal understand about himself? 
About God? 

 What can we learn from this criminal in terms of acknowledging our own desperate 
condition before God apart from Christ? 

 The criminal’s admittance of his unjust life is an example for us of a repentant heart. 
How would you describe repentance? Why does God value a repentant heart so 
highly? 

 What did the repentant criminal ask of Jesus? How was faith involved in his request? 
 How might Jesus’ words to the thief in verse 43 have changed his perspective on his 

current circumstances? How did Jesus’ words give him hope? 
 
 
The Main Point: What an incredible story about how Jesus draws people to himself. Jesus 
purpose on earth was to seek and save the lost and all the way up to the point of his death 
and beyond he was doing this. We can learn a lot from the thief on the cross about how we 
should view ourselves and how we should view God. We are sinners in need of a savior, but 
we have a savior that died to pay for our penalty. We should always revel and rejoice in that 
victory we have in Jesus’ death on the cross and our salvation through that!  
 
 
Prayer: Thank God for sending Jesus to us in the midst of our despair in sin. Pray that we 
would let go of our seemingly hopeless lives and situations and embrace the eternal hope 
that can only be found in Him. Pray that God would help us to center our hope, purpose, and 
joy in Christ and what He has accomplished for us. Ask God to use us to both proclaim and 
demonstrate this hope to the lost and dying people around us. 
 



Leaders Tip: Take some time this week and write some notes to your group! This can be 
through text, email, or handwritten. This will do a great deal to show you love for and care 
for your group! 


