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TAKEAWAY:

Luke carefully recounted the first days of Jesus’ earthly life, taking us through three 
movements: the pasture, the manger, and the temple. 

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT:

In this passage, we encounter the themes of hope, peace, and joy, all of which are 
tied to the glory of God expressed in the coming of the Messiah. 

GOSPEL CONNECTION:

It is only through Jesus that we have real peace.

INTRODUCTION  
1 Have you ever found yourself in a scary situation where you feared for your 

safety? What happened? What was your response? 

2 How is it possible for Christians to have peace, even in very hard or scary 
times? 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS  
>  Read Luke 2:8-20.

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 
9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 
Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 
and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 15 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 16 So they 
hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they 
had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these 
things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

	° What did the angels mean when they said, “on earth peace”? How does the 
peace of Christ differ from how some may define peace?

PEACE                                    
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	° What caused the loss of that peace in the first place? Why did the peace of the 
garden of Eden disappear? 

	° What did Jesus’ arrival on earth have to do with a restoration of the peace 
between man and God that was lost?

> Read Luke 2:21-35.

On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name the angel 
had given him before he had been conceived. 22 When the time of their purification according to 
the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to 
the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to 
the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair 
of doves or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was 
righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the 
Lord’s Christ. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in 
the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms 
and praised God, saying: 29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant 
in peace. 30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the sight of all 
people, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 33 The child’s 
father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to 
Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to 
be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And 
a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

	° What is the relationship between a daily feeling of peace and the fixed reality of 
peace with God? 

	° How have you experienced this in your life? Where do you long for this?

> Read Luke 2:36-38.

There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very 
old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until 
she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 
38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to 
all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

	° How did Anna respond to encountering Jesus as a child? How did she display the 
peace of God in her response?

	° How might the Advent season be a season of evangelism for Christians? How 
does experiencing the peace of Christ point us toward this?
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APPLICATION  
1 What are some ways that you can remind yourself of the reconciliation that 

you enjoy because of the sacrifice of Christ?

2 What are you tempted to look to in order to settle your restless heart? Have 
you replaced God with some idol in your life that you are hoping will bring you 
peace? What needs to change?

3 How does your peace with God compel you to invite others into that peace 
through faith in Christ? How will you tell others about the good news of Jesus 
Christ this Advent season? 

THIS WEEK
	° Memorize Luke 2:14

	° Read Luke 2:1-7 on Monday

	° Read Luke 2:8-20 on Tuesday

	° Read Luke 2:21-35 on Wednesday

	° Read Luke 2:36-40 on Thursday

	° Read Luke 2:41-45 on Friday

	° Read Luke 2:46-52 on Saturday


