An Unfinished Life
Part 8

“Human life is a struggle, isn’t it? It’s a life sentence to hard labor. Like field
hands longing for quitting time and working stiffs with nothing to hope for
but payday, I'm given a life that meanders and goes nowhere— months of
aimlessness, nights of misery! 1 go to bed and think, ‘How long till I can get
up? I toss and turn as the night drags on—and I'm fed up! I'm covered with
maggots and scabs. My skin gets scaly and hard, then oozes with pus. My
days come and go swifter than the click of knitting needles, and then the
yarn runs out—an unfinished life! Job 7:1-6 (MSG)

Finished is not measured simply in completing a specific task,
but more in obeying what is being asked of me.

Watch your step, use your head, make the most of every chance you get...
Ephesians 5:16 (MSG)

o Everything starts in relationship.

o The Father does not simply have subjects that obey
Him, He has children that love Him!

So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along
with all of God’s holy people. You are members of God'’s family. Together, we
are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets. And
the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. We are carefully joined together in
him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord. Through him you Gentiles are also
being made part of this dwelling where God lives by his Spirit.

Ephesians 2:19-22 (NLT)

e We are a house that is filled.

o The Father’s wisdom is displayed when we function
the way He ordained for us to function.

And this is God's plan: Both Gentiles and Jews who believe the Good News
share equally in the riches inherited by God's children. Both are part of the
same body, and both enjoy the promise of blessings because they belong to
Christ Jesus. By God's grace and mighty power, I have been given the privilege of
serving him by spreading this Good News. Though I am the least deserving of all
God's people, he graciously gave me the privilege of telling the Gentiles about
the endless treasures available to them in Christ. | was chosen to explain to

everyone this mysterious plan that God, the Creator of all things, had kept secret
from the beginning. God's purpose in all this was to use the church to display
his wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. This was his eternal plan, which he carried out through
Christ Jesus our Lord. Because of Christ and our faith in him, we can now come
boldly and confidently into God's presence. So please don’t lose heart because of
my trials here. I am suffering for you, so you should feel honored.

Ephesians 3:6-13 (NLT)

¢ Our problem is not that we think too much of ourselves, it is
that we think too little of God’s plan.

o The reason we lack power is because we do not
understand the love of the Father!

When I think of all this, I fall to my knees and pray to the Father, the Creator of
everything in heaven and on earth. I pray that from his glorious, unlimited
resources he will empower you with inner strength through his Spirit. Then
Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow
down into God’s love and keep you strong. And may you have the power to
understand, as all God'’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and
how deep his love is. May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too
great to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the
fullness of life and power that comes from God. Ephesians 3:14-19 (NLT)

Lack Of Use Can Always Be Traced Back To Lack Of Love

¢ No Love, no Root

¢ No Root, no Power

¢ No Power, no Fruit

¢ No Fruit, no Display

¢ No Display, no Confidence

¢ No Confidence, no Presence
e No Presence, no Impact

e No Impact, no Glory

Now to Him who is able to [carry out His purpose and] do superabundantly more
than all that we dare ask or think [infinitely beyond our greatest prayers, hopes, or
dreams], according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be the glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations forever and ever. Amen.
Ephesians 3:20-21 (AMP)



