A Mature Mindset - Part 9
Paul’s Call To Grow Up

“We never really grow up, we only learn how to act in public.”
- Unknown

“Grades don’t measure intelligence and age doesn’t define

MATURITY! — Unknown

“Maturity comes when you stop making excuses & start making
changes.” - Unknown

Dear brothers and sisters, I close my letter with these last words: Be joyful. Grow
to maturity. Encourage each other. Live in harmony and peace. Then the God of
love and peace will be with you. 2 Corinthians 13:11 (NLT)

Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even
thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You'll be changed from the inside out.
Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the
culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God
brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.

Romans 12:2 (MSG)

Question: How would you react if someone described you as
IMATURE? Would you be surprised? Shocked? Insulted? Angry?
Agreeable?

Caution: There is no such thing as cruise control in the life of a
believer, if it is, it's fake! Maturing spiritually is never automatic!

When [ was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a
child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me.
1Corinthians 13:11 (NIV)

Love never gives up. Love cares more for others than for self. Love doesn’t want
what it doesn’t have. Love doesn’t strut, Doesn’t have a swelled head, Doesn’t
force itself on others, Isn’t always “me first,” Doesn’t fly off the handle, Doesn’t
keep score of the sins of others, Doesn’t revel when others grovel, Takes pleasure
in the flowering of truth, Puts up with anything, Trusts God always, Always looks
for the best, Never looks back, But keeps going to the end. Love never gives up.

1 Corinthians 13 :4-7 (MSG)

- Love cares more for others than self.

- Doesn’t want what it doesn’t have.
- Doesn’t strut.

- Doesn’t have a swelled head.

- Never looks back.

- Keeps going to the end.

Paul’s Call To Grow Up:

1. Growing up involves action & oneness!

In light of all this, here’s what I want you to do. While I'm locked up here, a
prisoner for the Master, [ want you to get out there and walk—better yet, run!—
on the road God called you to travel. I don’t want any of you sitting around on
your hands. I don’t want anyone strolling off, down some path that goes nowhere.
And mark that you do this with humility and discipline—not in fits and starts, but
steadily, pouring yourselves out for each other in acts of love, alert at noticing
differences and quick at mending fences. 46 You were all called to travel on the
same road and in the same direction, so stay together, both outwardly and
inwardly. You have one Master, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all,
who rules over all, works through all, and is present in all. Everything you are and
think and do is permeated with Oneness. Ephesians 4:1-6 (MSG)

He handed out gifts above and below, filled heaven with his gifts, filled earth with
his gifts. He handed out gifts of apostle, prophet, evangelist, and pastor-teacher to
train Christ’s followers in skilled servant work, working within Christ’s body, the
church, until we’re all moving rhythmically and easily with each other, efficient
and graceful in response to God’s Son, fully mature adults, fully developed within
and without, fully alive like Christ. 1416 No prolonged infancies among us, please.
We’ll not tolerate babes in the woods, small children who are easy prey for
predators. God wants us to grow up, to know the whole truth and tell it in love—
like Christ in everything. We take our lead from Christ, who is the source of
everything we do. He keeps us in step with each other. His very breath and blood
flow through us, nourishing us so that we will grow up healthy in God, robust in
love. Ephesians 4:11-16 (MSG)

2. Maturity realizes only He can hold you together.

This mystery has been kept in the dark for a long time, but now it’s out in the
open. God wanted everyone, not just Jews, to know this rich and glorious secret
inside and out, regardless of their background, regardless of their religious
standing. The mystery in a nutshell is just this: Christ is in you, so therefore you
can look forward to sharing in God’s glory. It’s that simple. That is the substance
of our Message. We preach Christ, warning people not to add to the Message. We
teach in a spirit of profound common sense so that we can bring each person to



maturity. To be mature is to be basic. Christ! No more, no less. That’s what I'm
working so hard at day after day, year after year, doing my best with the energy
God so generously gives me. Colossians 1:26-29 (MSG)

3. The mature mindset puts all the credit where it belongs.

Now God has us where he wants us, with all the time in this world and the next to
shower grace and kindness upon us in Christ Jesus. Saving is all his idea, and all
his work. All we do is trust him enough to let him do it. It’s God’s gift from start to
finish! We don’t play the major role. If we did, we’d probably go around bragging
that we’d done the whole thing! No, we neither make nor save ourselves. God does
both the making and saving. He creates each of us by Christ Jesus to join him in
the work he does, the good work he has gotten ready for us to do, work we had
better be doing. Ephesians 2:7-10 (MSG)

4. Use your adult head.

To be perfectly frank, I'm getting exasperated with your childish thinking. How
long before you grow up and use your head—your adult head? It’s all right to
have a childlike unfamiliarity with evil; a simple no is all that’s needed there. But
there’s far more to saying yes to something. Only mature and well-exercised
intelligence can save you from falling into gullibility. It's written in Scripture that
God said, In strange tongues and from the mouths of strangers I will preach to
this people but they’ll neither listen nor believe. So where does it get you, all this
speaking in tongues no one understands? It doesn’t help believers, and it only
gives unbelievers something to gawk at. Plain truth-speaking, on the other hand,
goes straight to the heart of believers and doesn’t get in the way of unbelievers. If
you come together as a congregation and some unbelieving outsiders walk in on
you as you're all praying in tongues, unintelligible to each other and to them,
won'’t they assume you've taken leave of your senses and get out of there as fast as
they can? But if some unbelieving outsiders walk in on a service where people are
speaking out God'’s truth, the plain words will bring them up against the truth and
probe their hearts. Before you know it, they’re going to be on their faces before
God, recognizing that God is among you. 1 Corinthians 14:20-25 (MSG)

So, To Take Some Steps To Become Spiritual Mature I Must:

1. Value & embrace correction & training.

N

Fight for it.
3. Clean house.

4.Don’t go it alone.

5. Stop making it about myself.

Spiritual development continues when [ TRUST & OBEY!



