A Mature Mindset
Part 14

Dear brothers and sisters, I close my letter with these last words: Be joyful.
Grow to maturity. Encourage each other. Live in harmony and peace. Then
the God of love and peace will be with you. 2 Corinthians 13:11 (NLT)

You are struggling against sin, but your struggles have not yet caused you
to be killed. You have forgotten the encouraging words that call you his
children: “My child, don’t think the Lord’s discipline is worth nothing, and
don’t stop trying when he corrects you. The Lord disciplines those he loves,
and he punishes everyone he accepts as his child.” (Proverbs 3:11-12) So
hold on through your sufferings, because they are like a father’s discipline.
God is treating you as children. All children are disciplined by their
fathers. If you are never disciplined (and every child must be disciplined),
you are not true children. We have all had fathers here on earth who
disciplined us, and we respected them. So it is even more important that we
accept discipline from the Father of our spirits so we will have life. Our
fathers on earth disciplined us for a short time in the way they thought was
best. But God disciplines us to help us, so we can become holy as he is. We do
not enjoy being disciplined. It is painful at the time, but later, after we have
learned from it, we have peace, because we start living in the right way.
Hebrews 12:4-11 (NCV)

The Root Of Discipline:
e God’s discipline is rooted in love.

Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. Here I
am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.

Revelation 3:19-20 (NIV)

The Reason For Discipline:

® God’s discipline is activated by my disobedience.

I am not sorry that I sent that severe letter to you, though I was sorry at first, for |
know it was painful to you for a little while. Now I am glad I sent it, not because it
hurt you, but because the pain caused you to repent and change your ways. It was
the kind of sorrow God wants his people to have, so you were not harmed by us in
any way. For the kind of sorrow God wants us to experience leads us away from
sin and results in salvation. There’s no regret for that kind of sorrow. But worldly
sorrow, which lacks repentance, results in spiritual death. Just see what this godly
sorrow produced in you! Such earnestness, such concern to clear yourselves, such
indignation, such alarm, such longing to see me, such zeal, and such a readiness to
punish wrong. You showed that you have done everything necessary to make
things right. 2 Corinthians 7:8-11 (NLT)

The Tools Of Discipline:

e The Father disciplines through His word.

My suffering was good for me, for it taught me to pay attention to your
decrees. Your instructions are more valuable to me than millions in gold and
silver. You made me; you created me. Now give me the sense to follow your
commands. May all who fear you find in me a cause for joy, for I have put my
hope in your word. I know, O Lord, that your regulations are fair; you
disciplined me because I needed it. Now let your unfailing love comfort me, just
as you promised me, your servant. Surround me with your tender mercies so I may
live, for your instructions are my delight. Psalm 119:71-77 (NLT)

Be careful that you do not refuse to listen to the One who is speaking. For if
the people of Israel did not escape when they refused to listen to Moses, the
earthly messenger, we will certainly not escape if we reject the One who speaks to
us from heaven! Hebrews 12:25 (NLT)

o The Father disciplines through circumstances.

So hold on through your sufferings, because they are like a father’s
discipline. God is treating you as children. All children are disciplined by
their fathers. Hebrews 12:7 (NCV)

e The Father disciplines through others.
o Including people who did not acknowledge Him.

Think of all the hostility he endured from sinful people; then you won't
become weary and give up. After all, you have not yet given your lives in your
struggle against sin. Hebrews 12:3-4 (NLT)

“For we know the one who said, “I will take revenge. I will pay them back.” He
also said, “The Lord will judge his own people.” It is a terrible thing to fall into the
hands of the living God. Think back on those early days when you first learned
about Christ. Remember how you remained faithful even though it meant
terrible suffering. Sometimes you were exposed to public ridicule and were
beaten, and sometimes you helped others who were suffering the same
things. You suffered along with those who were thrown into jail, and when
all you owned was taken from you, you accepted it with joy. You knew there
were better things waiting for you that will last forever. So do not throw
away this confident trust in the Lord. Remember the great reward it brings you!
36 Patient endurance is what you need now, so that you will continue to do God’s
will. Then you will receive all that he has promised.” Hebrews 10:30-36 (NLT)



The Lord gave this message to Jonah son of Amittai: ‘Get up and go to the great
city of Nineveh. Announce my judgment against it because I have seen how
wicked its people are.” But Jonah got up and went in the opposite direction to
get away from the Lord. He went down to the port of Joppa, where he found a ship
leaving for Tarshish. He bought a ticket and went on board, hoping to escape
from the Lord by sailing to Tarshish. But the Lord hurled a powerful wind over
the sea, causing a violent storm that threatened to break the ship apart. Fearing
for their lives, the desperate sailors shouted to their gods for help and threw the
cargo overboard to lighten the ship. But all this time Jonah was sound asleep
down in the hold. So the captain went down after him. ‘How can you sleep at a
time like this?” he shouted. ‘Get up and pray to your god! Maybe he will pay
attention to us and spare our lives.” Then the crew cast lots to see which of them
had offended the gods and caused the terrible storm. When they did this, the lots
identified Jonah as the culprit. “Why has this awful storm come down on us?” they
demanded. ‘Who are you? What is your line of work? What country are you from?
What is your nationality?” Jonah 1:1-8 (NLT)

Now the Lord had arranged for a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah
was inside the fish for three days and three nights. Jonah 1:17 (NLT)

God blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptation. Afterward
they will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love
him. And remember, when you are being tempted, do not say, “God is tempting
me.” God is never tempted to do wrong, and he never tempts anyone else.
Temptation comes from our own desires, which entice us and drag us away. These
desires give birth to sinful actions. And when sin is allowed to grow, it gives birth
to death. James 1:12-15 (NLT)

So hold on through your sufferings, because they are like a father’s
discipline. God is treating you as children. All children are disciplined by
their fathers. If you are never disciplined (and every child must be
disciplined), you are not true children. We have all had fathers here on
earth who disciplined us, and we respected them. So it is even more
important that we accept discipline from the Father of our spirits so we will
have life. Our fathers on earth disciplined us for a short time in the way
they thought was best. But God disciplines us to help us, so we can become
holy as he is. Hebrews 12:7-10 (NCV)

We do not enjoy being disciplined. It is painful at the time, but later, after
we have learned from it, we have peace, because we start living in the right
way. Hebrews 12:11 (NCV)

Get the word out. Teach all these things. And don’t let anyone put you down
because you’re young. Teach believers with your life: by word, by demeanor,
by love, by faith, by integrity. Stay at your post reading Scripture, giving
counsel, teaching. And that special gift of ministry you were given when the
leaders of the church laid hands on you and prayed—keep that dusted off and in

use. Cultivate these things. Immerse yourselfin them. The people will all see
you mature right before their eyes! Keep a firm grasp on both your character
and your teaching. Don’t be diverted. Just keep at it. Both you and those who
hear you will experience salvation. 1 Timothy 4:12-16 (MSG)
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