A Mature Mindset – Part 13
Loving Discipline
Dear brothers and sisters, I close my letter with these last words: Be joyful.
Grow to maturity. Encourage each other. Live in harmony and peace. Then
the God of love and peace will be with you.
2 Corinthians 13:11 (NLT)
You are struggling against sin, but your struggles have not yet caused you to
be killed. You have forgotten the encouraging words that call you his
children: “My child, don’t think the Lord’s discipline is worth nothing, and
don’t stop trying when he corrects you. The Lord disciplines those he loves,
and he punishes everyone he accepts as his child.” Hebrews 12:4-11 (NCV)
So hold on through your sufferings, because they are like a father’s
discipline. God is treating you as children. All children are disciplined by
their fathers. If you are never disciplined (and every child must be
disciplined), you are not true children. We have all had fathers here on earth
who disciplined us, and we respected them. So it is even more important that
we accept discipline from the Father of our spirits so we will have life. Our
fathers on earth disciplined us for a short time in the way they thought was
best. But God disciplines us to help us, so we can become holy as he is. We do
not enjoy being disciplined. It is painful at the time, but later, after we have
learned from it, we have peace, because we start living in the right way.
Hebrews 12:7-11 (ESV)

Why we need Discipline…
•

Loving disciple transforms us.

You didn’t think, did you, that just by pointing your finger at others you would
distract God from seeing all your misdoings and from coming down on you hard?
Or did you think that because he’s such a nice God, he’d let you off the hook?
Better think this one through from the beginning. God is kind, but he’s not
soft. In kindness he takes us firmly by the hand and leads us into a radical
life-change.
Romans 2:3-4 (MSG)

•

Most of us are slow learners.

The Lord your God will drive those nations out ahead of you little by little.
You will not clear them away all at once, otherwise the wild animals would
multiply too quickly for you.
Deuteronomy 7:22 (NLT)

Do not despise the Lord’s instruction, my son, and do not loathe His
discipline; for the Lord disciplines the one He loves, just as a father, the son
he delights in.
Proverbs 3:11-12 (HCSB)

•

We have a lot to unlearn and relearn.

“So get rid of your old self, which made you live as you used to—the old self
that was being destroyed by its deceitful desires. Your hearts and minds
must be made completely new, and you must put on the new self, which is
created in God’s likeness and reveals itself in the true life that is upright and
holy.”
Ephesians 4:22-24 (GNT)

•

Healthy habits takes time to develop.

So hold on through your sufferings, because they are like a father’s
discipline. God is treating you as children. All children are disciplined by
their fathers. If you are never disciplined (and every child must be
disciplined), you are not true children. We have all had fathers here on earth
who disciplined us, and we respected them. So it is even more important that
we accept discipline from the Father of our spirits so we will have life. Our
fathers on earth disciplined us for a short time in the way they thought was
best. But God disciplines us to help us, so we can become holy as he is.
Hebrews 12:7-10 (NCV)

•

Growing to maturity involves pain and discipline.

We do not enjoy being disciplined. It is painful at the time, but later, after we
have learned from it, we have peace, because we start living in the right
way.
Hebrews 12:11 (NCV)
Get the word out. Teach all these things. And don’t let anyone put you down
because you’re young. Teach believers with your life: by word, by demeanor,
by love, by faith, by integrity. Stay at your post reading Scripture, giving counsel,
teaching. And that special gift of ministry you were given when the leaders of the
church laid hands on you and prayed—keep that dusted off and in use. Cultivate
these things. Immerse yourself in them. The people will all see you mature
right before their eyes! Keep a firm grasp on both your character and your
teaching. Don’t be diverted. Just keep at it. Both you and those who hear you will
experience salvation.
1 Timothy 4:12-16 (MSG)

