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Gospel Presentation 
 

This paper sets forth the essential knowledge a person must have in order to 
come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.  We must remember that presenting 
this information to the unbeliever will not necessarily lead to salvation.  Salvation 
is a divine work of God through the Holy Spirit to bring them to repentance of 
sins and faith in the saving work of Jesus Christ as the object of their salvation. 
 

Bad News 
 

Because the gospel literally means “good news,” we need to remember that 
good news is always in relation to bad news.  What is the bad news we must 
proclaim to the unbeliever? 

 

Sin Separates Man From God.  The unbeliever needs to understand that he 
has rebelled against His Creator, God.  Dating back to the garden of Eden, Adam 
and Eve rebelled against God’s command and the result was sin.  What is sin?  Sin 
is missing God’s mark of perfection, not measuring up to God’s pure standard.  
Because Adam and Eve sinned against God, they gave birth to a whole race of 
sinners.  It was as if Adam and Eve’s spiritual DNA was altered and rebellion and 
sin were traits that every human being inherited from the original couple.  The 
Bible says that all men have sinned and fall short of God’s glory (Rom. 3:23).  Sin is 
a part of every human beings existence.  Although many people do good things 
for others and have very good behavior, they still sin against God because they do 
not acknowledge Him as Creator and Ruler of their lives (Rom. 1:21).   

 

God is Holy.  Because God is Holy and pure, He cannot look upon wickedness 
(Hab. 1:13), which is what sin is.  Therefore, there is a separation between the 
sinner and God.  Because of God’s holiness, He cannot dwell in the presence of a 
sinner and thus the sinner is destined to an eternal existence apart from God after 
death.  As the Bible says, man is appointed to judgment following death (Heb 
9:27) and the verdict is already pronounced as guilty.  Unfortunately, God has set 
the wage of sin as death (Rom 6:23).   
 

No Man-made Solution.  Man is in a desperate predicament.  Man, in his 
desire to justify himself, seeks to do good things to merit favor with God, or at 
least convince himself that he is not worthy of the condemnation God has 
pronounced against sinners.  But God’s word declares that even our best works 
fall short of God’s unapproachable standards (Is. 64:6). 

 

God’s Justice Demands Death for Sin.  Because of God’s holiness, He cannot 
look upon sin.  And because God is just, He demands that each man’s sins be paid 
for, since He cannot simply overlook them.  In order for God to be in the presence 
of sinners, the payment for their sins must be made.  Sinners will not stand in the 
assembly of God (Ps. 1:5). 
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Good News 
 

Yet there is good news.  In light of the desperate condition that man finds 
himself in because of rebellion and sin, God has provided a means of escape. 

 

God Provided a Substitute.  Because of God’s great love for His creation, He 
sent His own perfect Son, Jesus, who is God Himself, to pay the price for men’s 
sins.  Throughout the Old Testament, God introduced the concept of 
substitutionary payment for sin.  Always, the substitution was required to be 
perfect and costly and that is just what Jesus Christ was.  He was perfect because 
He was God; He was sufficient to pay for men’s sins because He was a man. 

Jesus lived among men and lived a sinless life to demonstrate His own 
worthiness to substitute His death for men’s.  He was tempted in all things as we 
are yet without sin (Heb. 4:15). 

Jesus was crucified upon a cross, the means of torturous execution of His time.  
His own people rejected Him as Scripture said would be the case.  Yet it was 
God’s perfect plan that He be sacrificed.  He was the perfect sacrifice and provided 
the substitute for the death of any man who would trust Him to be so.  His death 
purchased our forgiveness of sins if we trust it to do so. 

 

Christ Affirmed by the Resurrection.  The good news continues.  Not only did 
Jesus die for sin, but He rose from the dead.  God raised Jesus from the dead to 
confirm His satisfaction.  Jesus rose from the dead, ascended to heaven and is now 
seated in a place of authority.  Christ has given His authority to His church to go 
and proclaim the good news of repentance, forgiveness of sins and eternal life in 
Christ. 

When Christ died on the cross He defeated death’s hold on mankind.  Yet 
without the resurrection there was no proof that He defeated death.  When He 
rose from the dead He announced to all that the curse of death had been broken 
for those who believe.  Death is what will be defeated for the believer when the 
believer is resurrected to eternal life (1 Cor. 15:54).   

 
Repentance and Faith Required.  What must be our response to this message 

of forgiveness of sins?  As the Bible avers, the good news that Jesus’ death took the 
place of men’s sins would seem like foolishness to sinful men.  Believing this 
message would require faith.  First, a man would have to see his sinfulness as 
rebellion against a Holy God.  Secondly, a man would have to hate that sin that 
separates him from his Creator and turn away from his rebellion.  Finally, that 
man would need to trust that when Jesus died on the cross, His death paid the 
price for those who would believe.  This belief in the need to be delivered from 
God’s righteous judgment and the trust in Christ’s satisfaction of the price is what 
is called biblical faith. 

 



Pg. 3 of 3 

 

What does true repentance look like?  True repentance is turning away from 
self-willed rebellion to serve the living and true God (1 Thess. 1:9).  True 
repentance means that we no longer live to serve self, but to serve God.  While we 
still sin, it is our earnest desire to serve God and the Lord Jesus Christ with all our 
lives.  This desire is rooted in the knowledge of what He has done for us in saving 
us from eternal punishment, and in the knowledge of who Jesus Christ is, King of 
kings and Lord of lords. 

What does true faith look like?  True faith results in obedience.  The desire of 
the man who responds in faith to Jesus Christ is to obey Him.  Jesus said, “if you 
obey my commandments you will abide in my love (John 15:10).”  It is the true 
believer’s desire to obey and thus abide in the love of Christ.   
 


