
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
Worship in-person or live on our 
website or Facebook. Replays will 
also be available on both sites.

8:45 a.m. - Contemporary

11:00 a.m. - Traditional

11:30 a.m. - Radio Broadcast on KMAN 
 1350 AM, 93.3 or 93.7 FM

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Please use the double doors to 
the Connecting Link to enter 
the building and check in at the 
welcome desk. Thank you.

HOLIDAY CLOSURE                    
The office will be closed          
December 27 and 28, 2021.

The newsletter is published monthly on the 
28th for the following month. The deadline 
for submissions is the 15th of every month. If 
you have items for the congregation, please 
send them to Cathlene Higgins, Connections 
Coordinator, 
chiggins@fumcmanhattan.com

The newsletter is always available on our 
website under “Get Connected - Monthly 
Newsletter”. If you prefer to receive a paper 
copy in the mail, please contact the office.

It was only one year ago that we had to shut down worship in 
the sanctuary during Advent and Christmas. It was the second 
time we stopped worshipping in-person because of the Covid 
pandemic. It was disappointing and the right thing to do. 
Unfortunately, it did not feel like Christmas for so many of us 
who love the season.

This year we have scaled back some of our ministries from 
previous years, but I am excited to say that the church will be 
open this Advent and Christmas. Our theme is “Do Not Be 
Afraid, I Bring Good News!” If we have ever needed to hear 
some good news, it is now. I invite you to join us either in 
person or online each Sunday during Advent and especially 
on Christmas Eve. We will celebrate the birth of Jesus at        
5:00, 7:00 and 11:00 pm in the sanctuary. May your Advent 
and Christmas season be full of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.

Grace and Peace,
Barry
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GIVING TO FUMC
There are several ways to give to the church

1. Mail your check to the church.

2. You can text 785-329-0382.
Put the $ (dollar sign) then the amount you want
to donate.  Registration information will appear.
Enter your information, then click “process”. 

3. Online giving is available through our website.
    Click on “give”. Scroll down and follow the
    insturctions. 
4. Automatic Withdrawal (ACH)
   This is a free service provided by our bank and will
   need to be set up through the church office. 

For more information about all giving options, contact 
Mary Jane Adams in the church office, 785-776-8821.

JOIN A HANDBELL CHOIR IN THE NEW YEAR
All our handbell choirs ring during worship throughout 
the year.  There are different choirs to support 
beginners to advanced ringers for all ages! To find 
out more about opportunities for children, youth 
or beginner adult choirs contact Kathy Leonard at                                               
kantink@ksu.edu.  For information about adult bell choirs 
contact Nancy Monical  at nmonicalks@gmail.com.

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
Contemporary Worship - 8:45 am. 

Fellowship Time - 9:30 - 10:50 a.m. 

Coffee only is available in the Connecting Link.  Please 
bring your own, or use one of the church’s rusable mugs.  
This helps us all be good stewards of our money and our 
earth. 

Sunday School - 10-10:45 a.m.

Traditional Worship - 11:00 a.m.

Both services will continue to be livestreamed on our 
Facebook page and our website.  You can also listen on the 
radio at 11:30 a.m. on KMAN 1350 AM, 93.3 or 97.3 
FM.

SERVICES WEBSTREAMING 
With our services being streamed to Facebook and our 
website, you or your children may end up on video, 
especially during the Word for Young Disciples.  We do 
our very best to have no close-ups of the congregation. 

2021 END OF THE YEAR FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
2021 is quickly coming to an end. Finances and end of 
year contributions come to mind at this time. You recently 
received a giving record so you will know where you stand 
before the end of the year.  All contributions for 2021 
MUST be in the church office by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, 
December 31st, 2021 or postmarked December 31st, 
2021. If you plan to do a STOCK TRANSFER for your 
2021 contributions, please make these timely (please do 
not wait until December 31st) so they can be recorded in 
2021.
Thank you for your faithfulness and if you have questions 
please contact Mary Jane Adams in the church office at  
785-776-8821. 



December 2021

/// CONGREGATIONAL ITEMS OF INTEREST

ADVENT WREATHS FOR THE FAMILY 

The Children and Youth ministries are thrilled to be 
able to offer a great home devotional option this year. 
Lighting the Advent candles is one of my favorite 
things about this season. Watching the light grow as 
more candles are lit is a visual way to watch the light 
of God come into this world. Lighting all the candles 
on Christmas Eve as we welcome Christ into our world 
and our hearts once again is a special moment. We 
want to give our families an opportunity to share in 
this experience at home. We will have Advent Wreaths 
and candles, as well as a family devotion, available for 
pickup from the church. If you would like to join in 
this devotional opportunity please contact Courtney or 
Jeff. 

ADVENT FELLOWSHIP & DEVOTION
Monday December 20th 5-6pm
Join Pastor Melanie via zoom for a time of fellowship, 
prayer, scripture and devotion. We’ll discuss the meaning 
of Advent and Christmas and close our time together with 
prayer and a simple candle lighting. This is perfect for 
individuals or families hesitant to be in-person this season, 
or for those just looking for a fun and faithful way to start 
their Christmas week! We’ll share the following fellowship 
question: what is your favorite Christmas tradition? Email 
Melanie at mnord@fumcmanhattan.com to RSVP and 
receive the zoom link. All are welcome

PARKING OPEN AT ASCENSION VIA CHRISTI
Ascension Via Christi Hospital has given us permission 
to park in their clinic lot (corner lot northeast of the 
church) on Saturdays and Sundays.
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If you, or someone in your family, has a baby, 
please tell the church by emailing 
fumc@fumcmanhattan.com, or calling           
785-776-8821. We want to celebrate with 
you, and keep our records up to date. We have 
a ministry at the church to reach out to new 
parents and provide them with a baby blanket. 
We also provide a rose for the altar, if requested.

Church Conference

DAYMONTH YEAR

Save The Date

09Jan. 2022

THE UPPER ROOM DEVOTIONAL
The November/December issue of the Upper 
Room is available in several locations to pick up 
when you come to church on Sunday morning or 
during weekly office hours.
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2021 ADVENT/CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS
Throughout the year, our worship experiences are made more meaningful thanks to decorations (e.g., banners, 
poinsettias, greenery, candles) and technology. We invite you to make a contribution toward these decorations in 
memory or honor of a loved one. Names of loved ones will appear in the Christmas Eve bulletins. Please complete the 
form below and return it with your contribution to the church office by Monday, December 13.

Note: Here at FUMC, we use a few large poinsettias to represent all the remembered and honored loved ones rather than 
having one poinsettia per person.

In memory of: ________________________________________________________________________________

and/or In honor of: ____________________________________________________________________________

By: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Donation $_________
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Courtney Fellers, Director of Children and Family Ministries
children@fumcmanhattan.com
785-776-8821

Rylie Vardiman, Nursery Coordinator
rvardiman@fumcmanhattan.com

Facebook @FUMC Manhattan Children’s Ministry

2nd and 4th Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
It is a place that connects mothers with children newborn 
to high school and we focus on a variety of topics. There is 
also a Zoom option.

Follow us on Facebook @ Building Better Moms - 
Manhattan, KS, or email Courtney for more information.

We ask that everyone, children and adults, who participate 
in Sunday School wear a mask. All of the precious children 
in our ministry are still vulnerable to the virus and we want 
to continue to protect them.

We are also needing Sunday School volunteers. Please 
email Courtney for more information.

YOUNG UNITED METHODISTS
Wednesdays, 4:30 p.m., Connecting Link
4th, 5th, and 6th graders are invited to 
participate in this fun, insightful time 
of discipleship and connection. Yes, 6th 
graders are welcome although they are 
technically in Youth Group. Jeff and I feel 
strongly that they can still benefit from 
this program on a spiritual level. It is also 

a way for us to keep a connection between our ministries 
with an overarching focus on families in our ministries.

YUM RINGERS
Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m. Sanctuary Bell Loft
This is a great opportunity to learn a 
new instrument and have some fun! You 
do not need to participate in Y.U.M. to 
participate in bells.

ACOLYTES
Children are needed to bring in the light of Christ for both 
worship services. For the Sign-Up Genius link, please email 
Courtney.

CHRISTMAS RECITAL
We have postponed the Christmas Pageant this year and 
look forward to its return next year.

We are planning a Christmas Recital on Sunday,  
December 5 at 2 p.m. in the Harris Activity Center Parlor.  
If you have a musician who would like to participate, 
please email Courtney.  We will have a cookie reception in 
the connecting link following the recital.

Sunday SchoolSunday SchoolSunday School
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Sunday School
Sundays, 4:12 Rooms
10:00-10:45 a.m.

Youth Group
Sundays, 4:12 Rooms
Mid High (6th-8th grade), 4:00-5:30 p.m. 
Senior High (9th-12th grade) 6:00-7:30 p.m.

Youth Hang Out
Wednesdays, 4:12 Rooms
3:30-5:30 p.m.

Jeff Cunningham, Youth Director
youth@fumcmanhattan.com 
620-714-0543 - call or text
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: 
@FUMCYouthMHK

YOUTH NEWS

Faith and Science - December 12, 5:00 p.m.

Our Faith and Science series will come to an end on December 12th 
with a panel discussion. Several of our church members have extensive 
scientific backgrounds.  They are willing to share with us how their 
faith has influenced their work, and how their work has influenced 
their faith.  This will be a great opportunity to see how the things we 
have been discussing the last several weeks work in the world and not 
just during a lesson. 

Christmas Party - December 19 at 6:00 p.m.
Join us for our annual Christmas party with food, games, a white 
elephant gift exchange ($5 limit) and an ugly sweater showcase. 

Confirmation Information Meeting - December 15, 7:00 p.m. 

In January, we will start our confirmation class for the 2021-2022 
school year. Confirmation is a time for the 7th and 8th graders in 
our congregation to learn more about what it means to be a United 
Methodist and how to live out their faith in their everyday lives. At 
the end of the class, the participants will have the opportunity to 
become full members of the church on May 8, 2022.  During this 
meeting we will discuss the curriculum, schedule and much more.     
If you are interested in being part of the class or helping out with the 
class as a mentor for one of our confirmands please get in touch with 
me. 

Christmas Break Holiday Schedule Changes
No Hang Out - December 22 and 29

No Youth Group - Decemeber 26 and January 2

No Sunday School - December 26

Parental Involvement opportunities
• Crowd Control, especially for special events

• Weekly volunteers

• Trip Chaperones

• Meals - Please take a look at the dates available. There are $20.00 
Dillons gift cards available to help offset the cost of providing 
the meal. Here is the signup link for the youth meals: 
www.signupgenius.com/go/70a084baeab29a20-youth1

Our mask policy will match the USD 383 requirments. 

Jeff
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Mark Down
For Missions

Garage Sale Style Fund Raiser
Supporting Our Youth Ministry

March 12, 2022
FUMC Fellowship Hall

Item donations can be made to the church

starting March 6, by appointment only.

contact: youth@fumcmanhattan.com

F U M C  Y O U T H  P R E S E N T :

- outdated technology

- clothing and shoes

- food items

We cannot accept the �ollo�ing items:

2022 WORSHIP FLOWER ORDER FORM
Floral arrangements enhance our worship by reminding us of the beauty of God’s creation.

If you would like to contribute an arrangement on a specific Sunday in 2022, you may:

(a) Make a contribution to the church, with a recommended minimum of $45.00, and the order will be placed for you.  
  Please indicate whether you prefer the arrangement in a basket or vase and any color or flower preference. 
  For special requests, please contact Judy in the church office, or email jpadgett@fumcmanhattan.com.
(b) Order/provide the arrangement on your own.

For both options, please note the following:
• Arrangements may be given in memory or honor of a loved one or special occasion.

• Please list your first and second choice of date. Every effort will be made to accommodate your preference, 
 but adjustments may be necessary. Either way you will receive a reminder card with details.

• If you would like to do more than one order, please place each one on a separate form.

The following dates in 2022 are not available: Palm Sunday (April 10), Easter Sunday (April 17), VBS Sunday (June 12).

Please complete form and return (with contribution if applicable) to the church office.

Name: ______________________________________________________ Phone: __________________________

Information for bulletin (e.g., given in memory or honor of ____ by ____)__________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

$_______ (a) making contribution ___ (b) ordering own flowers, ___ basket ___ vase Dates: 1st choice _________

Flower or color preference____________________________________________________ 2nd choice ________
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Merry Christmas FUMC!

Every year I am in awe of all the beautiful decorations and the formation our 
church building takes on for Advent.  I know decorating my own home is not 
always quick or easy, so I can only imagine what decorating our sanctuary and 
common spaces is like!  It is for this reason I took time to chat with Liz Hudec 
who heads up our Advent Decorating Team.

Liz, tell us about yourself?  My husband, Greg, and I have been married for 
39 years and had 2 children Zachary James (deceased 1998) and Amanda.  
Amanda and her husband, Matt, are parents to our grandson, Beau Zachary 
Alleger who was born on August 25, 2021. Greg is retired from Bayer Crop 
Science after 42 years and I am a part time decorator.  After the passing of our 
son, we didn’t have a church large enough for his funeral.  Judy Scharmann 
arranged for it at FUMC and they so graciously took us in.

How did you start volunteering with the Advent Decorating Team? DonnaDee Chastain asked me to help 
with Christmas decorating which I love doing.  When she and her husband, Mel, were ready to retire I took 
over.  She still helps me by finding volunteers though.

Tell us about the team you have helping this year.  I have a wonderful team of elves that helps.  Nancy 
Holmes, the church Sexton, starts by putting up the trees.  Greg and I decorate the trees with lights and 
ornaments.  We will also get out wreaths, garlands, lights, nativitiy scene, etc. After that, the elves (the 
volunteers) fluff and hang the greenery, add lights, set up the nativity and decorate the Fellowship Hall when 
needed. Horticultural Services kindly provides the poinsettias and the outdoor wreath.  All this decorating 
takes approximately 12 hours to complete everything.

Do the decorations change? Yes, each year the Pastors have a theme, this year it will be angels.

Cathlene Higgins, Connections Coordinator                                                                                              

**If you would like to be an elf and help decorate the church, contact Liz Hudec at lizman1@cox.net
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