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HAPPY NEW YEAR COU FAMILY AND FRIENDS! 

January has come to be my favorite time of year because it is filled 
with expectancy and unlimited possibilities!  For many years, I have 
participated in a Burning Bowl ceremony that supports me in letting 
go of things that no longer serve me and creating a clear vision of 
what I want to be, do, and have in the coming year.  If you missed the 
service that GiGi Johnson, our Licensed Unity Teacher, led on 
December 31st, you can create your own ritual or participate as you 
watch the recording on our Facebook or YouTube channel.  I am 
always expectant because I have experienced the amazing ways my 
visions come into manifestation. 
 
Yet, it doesn’t happen simply by holding our vision for one evening.  
The creative process calls us each to remain in that state of 
expectancy.  Some years, I create a vision board with words and 
pictures that remind me of what I wish to experience.  At other times, 
I simply take time to vision my desires during my daily meditation 
time.  I encourage you to find creative ways to keep your visions and 
goals alive in you, focusing on how you will feel as they become part 
of your life’s journey. 

 
The leadership of COU has created great visions and goals in our 3-
year Strategic Plan based on your feedback from our survey this past 
Fall.  We will be sharing more details at our Annual Meeting on 
January 16, 2022 at 1:00pm via Zoom.  Everyone is invited to attend, 
however only active members will be eligible to vote. 
 
Together, as we hold this collective vision for Center of Unity, join me 
in a state of expectancy for the many ways we will inspire spiritual 
growth! 
 
With anticipation and gratitude,   

Rev Linda  

 
OUR MISSION 

 
We inspire spiritual growth through 

prayer, education, and sacred service. 

 
OUR VISION 

 

Centered in God, we envision a world 
free of judgment and filled with love. 

 
OUR CORE VALUES 

 
Spirit-led, Service, Inclusive,  

Joy, and Prosperous 

WHO WE ARE AT COU 

http://www.centerofunity.org
http://www.centerofunity.org
https://centerofunity.org/prayer-request
https://centerofunity.org/services-classes
https://centerofunity.org/give
https://centerofunity.org/connect
https://centerofunity.org/inner-journey-bookstore
https://centerofunity.org/events


 
 
 
 

This ceremony can be very powerful and can 
transform your life and the lives of others. 
 
Each person will be presented with a white 
stone.  During the course of the service, GiGi 
will guide us through a meditation to help 
connect with Spirit.  You will be invited to ask 
for guidance on what your word or words will 
be for the year that will represent your high-
est intention.  That word is then written upon 
the white stone and serves as a reminder of 
our intention in 2022.  
 
The idea of the White Stone ceremony comes 
from Revelation 2:17:  “Are your ears awake? 
Listen. Listen to the Wind Words, the Spirit 
blowing through the churches. I’ll give the 
sacred manna to every conqueror; I’ll also 
give a clear, smooth stone inscribed with your 
new name, your secret new name.”  
 
You can create this ritual at home if you do 
not have the opportunity to participate in-
person.  Just pick up your stone at the church 
prior to the ceremony.   

Spiral Dynamics (SD) is a model of the evolutionary development of individuals, 
organizations, and societies. Spiral Dynamics describes how value systems and 
worldviews emerge from the interaction of "life conditions" and the mind's ca-
pacities. The emphasis on life conditions as essential to the progression through 
value systems leads to the view that no level is inherently positive or negative, 
but rather is a response to the local environment. Each distinct set of values is 
developed as a response to solving the problems of the previous system.  
 
In this series, we will look at the separate writings of the Bible in light of when 
they were written, to see the change and evolution in the Bible.  Join us as we 
see the Bible in a new light, one that will shine light on your own spiritual evolu-
tion. 

 

JAN 09: “IN THE BEGINNING – SPIRAL DYNAMICS” 

JAN 16: “THE PURPLE MYSTICAL WORLD” 

JAN 23: “THE POWER OF RED” 

JAN 30: “THE LAW AND ORDER OF BLUE” 

FEB 06: “THE SELF DETERMINING ORANGE” 

FEB 13: “THE COMMUNITY OF GREEN” 

FEB 20: “MAKING THE CHRIST EVOLUTIONARY LEAP” 



 

MEMBERSHIP  
RE-VERIFICATION  
 
Each member should have received a membership re-verification card 
in the mail.  These cards must be returned to the church office no later 
than JANUARY 3RD  in order to be added to the 2022 membership 
roll.  If you did not receive a card, please contact the church office or 
see Mary Salerno.  
 
For your convenience, we’ll have a re-verification station set in Fellow-
ship Hall on Sundays, January 2nd & 9th. Please be sure to complete 
your card so that you can continue to receive the benefits of member-
ship and vote at the ANNUAL MEETING ON JANUARY 16TH. 

There is a 5th Sunday this month.  If you missed the opportunity to bring a snack 
on your designated Sunday, you can contribute then. 

You can serve your community by providing 
snacks for our Fellowship time after services. 

Each week, we ask those whose last name 
matches the schedule below to bring a healthy 

snack to share with the community.  



 
The Nominating Committee is pleased to present you with the candidates who are running for the 
Board of Directors this year, but first, a bit about the process.  
 
When no applications were received by the deadline, the committee reached out to several people. 
Because our annual meeting will be on Zoom once again, having more than two candidates would make 
voting difficult, so the committee agreed upon two well qualified individuals: Barbara Luders and Made-
line Losito. 
 
We expect that, as we expand and develop, our membership will be excited to serve on the board, and 
we will have a larger slate of candidates in the future.  
 
Here are your 2022-2024 candidates: 

2022 BOARD OF DIRECTOR 
CANDIDATES 

Barbara Luders has attended Center of Unity for ten years and has been a 
member for eight. Besides conceiving and leading the Corked social group, her 
other volunteer activities include serving on the Care Team and, in the past, 
hosting the Friday night Zoom parties during COVID, hosting Sunday Meet and 
Greet, and serving on the advertising committee. 
 
Barbara’s favorite volunteer activity is service on the Care Team, reaching out 
and supporting others. Feeling their gratitude helps her know what an im-
portant role  the Care Team plays in our spiritual community. 
 
In the past, Barbara started a social group that served three hundred members 
with another church and took part in public speaking for this group. Here, she 
participated in our mission and vision workshop. Barbara feels that these, and 
other organizational skills, coupled with the way she cares for Center of Unity, 
will contribute to her service on the board.  
 
She believes that the board should uphold the spiritual purpose of the ministry 
while holding the highest interest of the membership, and she believes our 
mission statement perfectly states what Center of Unity should be. Barbara 
feels she will bring different perspectives to the board, insights that will help in 
decision making. She would like us to be more visible in the community. For 
Barbara Unity is a “progressive and positive approach to Christianity. Each 
person is a unique expression of God and is sacred and worthy. 

meet barbara luders 

Madeline Losito has been attending Center of Unity for twenty years and has 
been a member for over thirteen years. Besides delving wholeheartedly into 
various classes and workshops, she has volunteered in a number of capacities. 
Madeline, or Maddy, as she’s affectionately known, has been a choir member since 
she started attending. In addition, she has served on the Care Team since becom-
ing a member, is on the Finance Committee, and was a member of the security 
team as well.  
 
Maddy finds serving on the Care Team most rewarding. She loves to pray with peo-
ple and help them affirm their good or affirm it for them when they cannot. As a 
choir member, her love of singing shows up as she happily lends her voice when the 
group is in session.   
 
Maddy feels that her knowledge of the church and its goals, a discerning mind, and 
investment in our success, along with her honest opinions and desire for fair deci-
sions that benefit all of our people, qualify her to be a fair and un-biased board 
member. 
 
She believes that Center of Unity should be, and is,  a welcoming and non-
judgmental entity that teaches love and the Christ light. Maddy is willing to serve on 
the board in any capacity that has the most need and is open to seeing what that 
looks like. She says of Unity, “It has teachings I believe in and is filled with loving 
and like-minded people. It is community to me.” 

meet madeline losito 

 

ANNUAL 

MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 16 

1:00 PM 
 

 

Because the sanctuary is still 
unusable, the meeting will be on 
Zoom.  We’ll review budgets, receive 
updates, and elect new board 
directors so be sure to join us even if 
you aren’t a member. 
 
The Zoom information follows: 
Meeting ID: 899 1687 7695 

ZOOM ID 899  1687  7695  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89916877695


Green Family  

Corked at P.F. Chang's 
Sunday, January 30 | 12PM 

 

Come celebrate the Year of the Tiger with Corked at P.F. Chang's in Grapevine, 
650 W Hwy 114, on Sunday, January 30th right after the church service.  Please 
RSVP by January 26th to Barbara Luders via text: 682-208-9334 or email to 
b.luders@yahoo.com. 

Although several people continue to donate 
online and by check, we haven’t collected once a 
month for Reserve Fund, as we did in the past, for 
some time. In order to build that reserve, we will 
reinstate this practice starting in January.  
 
On the first Sunday of each month, two offerings 
will be taken: one for Reserve and one for our 
General fund, as usual. Please note if your dona-
tion is for reserve on the memo line of your 
check. 

 
As you begin your new year, consider all the tools you have at hand 
for getting clarity around where you want to lead 2022 in your life.  
Prayer, meditation, magazine articles on ‘resolutions’, advice from 
Deepak Chopra, Oprah, and others.  You also have one of the best 
meditation tools right here, literally in our own back yard; our 
labyrinth. 

As you slowly walk the path, holding in mind a spiritual intention of 

receiving thoughts of those things you’ll welcome in your life this 

year, a feeling of peace and contentment will accompany you, and 

by the time you’ve walked, and stood in the center for a bit, you 

might just find that you have a clearer idea of where you want to 

be in this fresh, new year!  Try it!  You’ll like it! 

LABYRINTH 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 23 | 9AM - 12PM 

The need for blood is always great; every 2 seconds, someone needs 
blood.  In donating a pint of blood, we are truly giving the gift of 
life!  It takes so little effort on our part, but the return for the commu-
nity and, potentially, our loved ones, is huge!  
 
Our drive is on Sunday, January 23rd, when the bloodmobile will be at 
our location from 9 AM until noon.  Look for more information in 
emails and Coming Up at COU, or go to the Carter website to sign up. 
 
Our Carter consultant, John Thomas, will be with us on Sunday, Janu-
ary 16

th
, to do a short presentation during service and to assist those 

who haven't already signed up.  
 
Let's make this drive a great success and help fill the banks so that all 
who need blood will have it! 

Kenny Green and his family wish to express their profound gratitude 
for the outpouring of love they received after the transition of Ken Sr.  

Kenny conveyed that they continue to feel surrounded by our love, 

comfort, and support as the family learns to navigate life without the 

physical presence of Ken Sr. Every thought, prayer, card, text, and 

email sent by our church family is so deeply appreciated. 

RESERVE 

FUND 

mailto:b.luders@yahoo.com
mailto:b.luders@yahoo.com
https://centerofunity.org/on-campus-resources
https://www.carterbloodcare.org/


 

SUNDAYS |  1 2PM  
 

Want to discuss the Sunday message in more 
detail?  Join us on Zoom as we dive a little deep-
er together.  Each class is self-contained. 

ZOOM ID 587  088  6778  

 

TUESDAYS |  11:30  AM  
 

Join us each week on Zoom as we refocus our 
attention on the good that God is making available to 

us now.  Each class is self-contained. 

ZOOM ID 702 400 166  

M ETAPH YS ICAL  

B I B L E  

S T U DY  

TREE OF 
LIFE 
Please visit our 

website or see Mary 

Salerno for 

information on 

purchasing a plaque 

on the Tree of Life. 

• Our contractors, Jeff Duncan and Kevin Hanson, have donated a 
new sound board, to be used permanently when we return to 
the sanctuary.  We are most grateful for this generous gift!  

 
• The new trusses have been ordered.  We still don’t have a com-

pletion date due to shortages of labor and material, but Rev. Lin-
da is holding the vision of a return to the sanctuary in early Feb-
ruary.  We hold that vision with her. 

 

• Work should begin this week or next on taking down the ceiling 
in preparation for the work to be done, because once the trusses 
are here, things are expected to progress steadily. 

We’re Here for You 
As we begin a new year, the Care Team wants you to remember that 
we’re here for you  with wellness calls, prayer requests, cards, hospital 
visits, and other needs you may have.   
 
If you would like someone to pray with, please look for any member of the 
team after service, or call or email.  We’ll be honored to support you 
through challenges and for celebratory situations as well, so try us!  You’ll 
like us! 
 

CARE TEAM HOTLINE: 817-251-2341 

MORE INFO 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5870886778
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5870886778
https://zoom.us/j/702400166
https://zoom.us/j/702400166
https://www.icanshine2.org/
https://centerofunity.org/on-campus-resources


Hello COU families! In January, the COU Kids will continue 
exploring Celebrating My God Self with lessons this month on 
Loving: What is Love? Loving Myself as I Am, Communicating 
From the Heart and Expressing My God-Love.  
  
As a reminder, we are currently offering childcare for chil-
dren 0-4 years of age, and Sunday School for 5 - 12 years of 
age, older youth are invited to attend the service. We are 
looking forward to offering Sunday School to all ages soon.  
  
So that we can be ready for their return, we need to know 
which age groups will be returning. Please complete this sur-
vey: https://bit.ly/COUKids 

We are also providing you an opportunity to recycle with 
COU Kids. We could use unwanted magazines/catalogs 

and empty clear containers with lids from bulk pur-
chased items (32oz +), and paper towel tubes. Look for 

the labeled basket in the COU Kids hallway. 
  

Abundant Blessings, 
  

Debie Franz, YE Director 

CELEBRATING MY GOD SELF 

We will need volunteers to facilitate and teach the lessons. 
If you feel led to help, please complete this survey: https://
bit.ly/COUKidsVolunteerInterest 

RECYCLE WITH US 

WE NEED YOU 

https://bit.ly/COUKids
https://bit.ly/COUKidsVolunteerInterest
https://bit.ly/COUKidsVolunteerInterest
https://bit.ly/COUKids
https://bit.ly/COUKidsVolunteerInterest


 

2022 READING LIST 
 

FEBRUARY 26 

Anxious People by Fredrick Backman 
 
MARCH 26 

Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger 
 
APRIL 23 

Educated by Tara Westover 
 

MAY 28 

The Push by Ashley Audrain 
 
JUNE 25 

The Santa Claus Girl by Patricia Goodin 
 
JULY 23 

The Dutch House by Ann Patchett 
 
AUGUST 27 

The International Bank of Bob by Bob 
Harris 
 
SEPTEMBER 24 

The Lost Apothecary by Sara Penner 
 
OCTOBER 22 

The Book of Hope by Jane Goodall 
 
NOVEMBER 26 

The Stranger in the Lifeboat by Mitch 
Albom  

Join us as we start our 6th year with the Center of Unity Book Club!  Our Janu-
ary pick, Klara and the Sun by Nobel-prize winning author, Kazuo Ishiguro will 
rock your world.  From the best-selling author of Never Let Me Go and The Re-
mains of the Day, a stunning new novel—his first since winning the Nobel Prize 
in Literature—about the wondrous, mysterious nature of the human heart. 
 
From her place in the store, Klara, an Artificial Friend with outstanding observa-
tional qualities, watches carefully the behavior of those who come in to browse, 
and of those who pass on the street outside. She remains hopeful that a cus-
tomer will soon choose her, but when the possibility emerges that her circum-
stances may change forever, Klara is warned not to invest too much in the 
promises of humans. 
 
In Klara and the Sun, Kazuo Ishiguro looks at our rapidly changing modern world 
through the eyes of an unforgettable narrator to explore a fundamental ques-
tion: what does it mean to love? 

We'll meet by Zoom on January 22, 2022 at 11:00 AM.  Make it a New Year's 
resolution!  We'll save a place for you. 

 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 22 

Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro 

https://www.zoom.us/j/668351119
https://www.zoom.us/j/668351119


2022 

 

 

 

Elaine Murphy   01 
Patricia Scott   01 
Suzanne Henderson  08 
Grace Langtree Price  08 
Harry Lantvit   08 
Mary Salerno   08 
Cathy Schmidtberger  09 
Jim Brunelle   12 
Virginia Urban   18 
Pam Vardaman   18 
Sherrie Dotson   19 
Donna Newell   28 
Phyllis Lantvit   29 
Norma Crawford   31 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ADULTS 

Faith Lester   08 
Grant Thatcher   10 
Beck Holland   11 
Genai Velasquez-Ebersole  11 
Levi Ramos   12 
Ezra Thurman   12 
Noah Jones   17 
Kate Miears   30 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY KIDS 

Glen & Sherrie Dotson  05 
Jeff & Amber Holland  15 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 



1650 Hughes Road, P.O. Box 667 
Grapevine, TX 76051 

817-488-1008 
www.centerofunity.org 

 
 

Our Mission:  
We inspire spiritual growth through 

prayer, education, and sacred service. 
 

Our Vision:  
Centered in God, we envision a world free 

of judgment and filled with love. 

RESOURCES   
simply click the pic to be re-directed to the information you want 

God is the Source of Center of Unity.  We are 
lavishly prospered in all ways.  Thank you, God! 

November General Fund 
 Income: $18,872 

Expenses: ($22,557) 
Total: ($3,685) 

 
YTD General Fund 

 Income: $191,556 

Expenses: ($220,880) 

Total: ($29,324) 

@COUKids 

http://www.centerofunity.org
http://www.centerofunity.org/
http://www.dailyword.com/
https://centerofunity.org/prayer-request
https://www.unity.org/resources/bible-interpretation
https://centerofunity.org/give
https://centerofunity.org/
https://www.facebook.com/unitygrapevine/live_videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9WeQAbHy1TE5G5kbHfKBYQ/live
https://centerofunity.org/connect
https://centerofunity.org/volunteer-signup
https://centerofunity.org/events
https://centerofunity.org/rental
https://www.facebook.com/groups/COUKids/


Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

2  
Fellowship Snacks: A-G  
 
10:30 am: “White Stone 
Ceremony” 
 
12:00 pm: Adult Sunday School 
 

3 
 
Membership Re-
verification Due 

4       
 
NO Metaphysical 
Bible Study 
 

5 6 
 

7 
Office Closed 
 

8 

9  
Fellowship Snacks: H—M 
 
10:30 am:  “In the Beginning – 
Spiral Dynamics” 
 
12:00 pm: Adult Sunday School 
 
 

10 11 
 
11:30 am 
Metaphysical Bible 
Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 13 14 
Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
 

15 

16  
Fellowship Snacks: N—S 
 
10:30 am: “The Purple Mystical 
World” 
 
12:00 pm: Adult Sunday School 
 
1:00 pm: Annual Meeting 
 

17 
 

18 
 
11:30 am 
Metaphysical Bible 
Study 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
11:00 am 
Virtual Book Club 

23  
Fellowship Snacks: T—Z 
 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm: Carter Blood 
Drive 
 
10:30 am: “The Power of Red” 
 
12:00 pm: Adult Sunday School 
 

24 
 

25 
 
11:30 am 
Metaphysical Bible 
Study 

26 27 28 
Office Closed 

29 
 

30 
Fellowship Snacks: ALL 
 
10:30 am: “The Law and Order of 
Blue” 
 
12:00 pm: Corked at PF Chang’s 
 
12:00 pm: Adult Sunday School 

31      

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9WeQAbHy1TE5G5kbHfKBYQ/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5870886778
https://zoom.us/j/702400166
https://zoom.us/j/702400166
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9WeQAbHy1TE5G5kbHfKBYQ/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5870886778
https://zoom.us/j/702400166
https://zoom.us/j/702400166
https://zoom.us/j/702400166
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9WeQAbHy1TE5G5kbHfKBYQ/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5870886778
https://zoom.us/j/702400166
https://zoom.us/j/702400166
https://zoom.us/j/702400166
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9WeQAbHy1TE5G5kbHfKBYQ/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5870886778
https://zoom.us/j/702400166
https://zoom.us/j/702400166
https://zoom.us/j/702400166
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9WeQAbHy1TE5G5kbHfKBYQ/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5870886778

