The Beacon
April 19, 2020

Welcome to Shalimar UMC
We are so glad you’ve chosen to worship with us this week! Hearing
assistance devices are available for the Sanctuary. Please see an usher to
obtain these aids. Enjoy fellowship, coffee, and snacks in the Family Life
Center Gym between worship services.

O ur Visio n
Christ-centered, multigenerational, family and community relevant ministries
through worship, discipleship, and mission.

O ur Missi on
REA C H, T EA C H, and SEN D
We REACH out to our congregation, community, and the world to TEACH
the word of God as provided in the Holy Scripture, and SEND our members
and missionaries to be witnesses to God’s grace and His promise of eternal
life to us through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Wors hi p S ervices
Traditions
At 8:00 and 11:00am Sunday mornings in the Sanctuary we celebrate
through the rich traditions of our faith such as hymns led by organ and piano,
seasonal vestments, and traditional Methodist liturgy. Our Chancel Choir
leads the 11:00am service.
Conn ect
At 9:30am Sunday mornings in the Sanctuary we engage in a four-fold
service of gathering praise, service of the Word, Holy Communion with
candle stations for prayer, and sending forth. The music is a blend of
contemporary praise songs and upbeat hymns.
Fre edom
At 11:07am Sunday mornings in the Family Life Center Gym we worship
through modern music, multimedia, and a teaching style message in a
non-traditional atmosphere. We come to God as we are to experience the
freedom of not having to stay that way.

Here's what you need to know this week.
Text to 850-204-4545 to subscribe.

The Week of Sunday, April 19th
• Website - We have lots of ongoing opportunities to connect with the
church family. We encourage you to check the church website and
Facebook page regularly. shalimar-umc.org
• Food Drive - As you may have seen on social media platforms, “The
church is not empty, the church is deployed!” Since the quarantine has
begun, we at Shalimar UMC have been working to find the best ways to
help people in need in our church and local community. Last week, our
Missions
Committee started collecting food for Sharing and Caring. We invite you
to join us as we help replenish the food bank's supplies by collecting
non-perishable goods Mon, Wed, and Fri from 9-11am in front of the FLC.
• John 3:16 - Next week we will start a new series on the most famous
verse in the bible: John 3:16. Join us, Sun, Apr 26th, as we spend time together to understand this simple yet profound passage. You can view
online at sumc.io/livestream.
• Send Us a Selfie - We'd also love to see pictures of you worshiping with
us. Please take a picture of you watching worship and send it to
faith@shalimar-umc.org.

Stay Connected!
Facebook:
Shalimar UMC

Visit us online:
shalimar-umc.org

After Hours Emergency
Pastoral Assistance:
Dr. Philip McVay (850) 607-1133
Rev. Brian Dale (404) 597-6242
Rev. Faith Parry (850) 420-9888

Text to Give
850-203-3057

Ministerial Staff
Dr. Philip McVay - Lead Pastor
Rev. Brian Dale ............................................................................Executive Pastor
Rev. Faith Parry ............................................................... Communication Pastor
Dr. Brad Bradford ......................................................................... Worship Pastor
Rev. David Garvin ........................................................................... Youth Pastor
Ben Savage........................................................... Worship Ministries Associate
Karen Jadin .............................................................................. Preschool Director
Jennifer Guidoni .................................................................... Children’s Director
Dawn Rozofsky .............................................................................. Camp Director
Kim Margold .............................................................................. Program Director

Traditions Worship Service
Sunday, April 19, 2020
He Is Exalted

Prelude

Joel Lane

Church Life and Celebrations

Rev. Faith Parry

Praising God Together Crown Him with Many Crowns

Christ for the World We Sing
I Stand Amazed in the Presence
O, How He Loves You and Me

Morning Prayer and Offering

Rev. Brian Dale

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings

What A Beautiful Name
Katie Schenck and Faith Tovrea

Doxology
Sermon
Hymn of Response

Hymn No. 95

Unforgettable Message
Amazing Grace
My Chains Are Gone

Closing Prayer
Closing Song

Dr. Philip McVay

Dr. Philip McVay

God Bless America

Postlude

Joel Lane

Second Sunday of Easter
White Paraments

Philip’s Focus
Unforgettable Sermon in Unforgettable Times
Back in the 1990’s, I started a tradition of preaching a sermon the Sunday
after Easter that I would simply call the “Unforgettable Message.” This may
not necessarily be the best message you have ever heard but rather a
presentation of an element that is memorable. I usually vary my preaching
style a bit and, in some years, get totally “out of the box.”
The context of this year’s sermon is unforgettable times. We are living in days
that are monumentally historical. This era of social distancing and
quarantine-like lock downs will be long remembered. How can we connect
better right now? This will be one of my hopes for the sermon on Sunday.
What is the sermon about? You will have to tune in on livestream this week
to find out.
If you are curious, here are some clues.
• It will not involve memorization like the Sermon on the Mount or the
Gospel of Mark.
• One segment will be called “Stump the Preacher” where you name an
animal, vegetable, or mineral that cannot be used in a sermon.
• It will not be a monologue.
• The sermon will be interactive. You will have a chance to participate if you
would like.
• It will not involve a costume.
• It will engage people within the current Covid19 context.
• It will reveal what stand-up comics do that pastors seldom do.
• There will be teachings from the Bible in the message.
One of the reasons I started preaching an annual unforgettable sermon was to
continue to proclaim the Easter message “He is risen” yet again the Sunday
after Easter. Resurrection is a year-round theme and not confined to one day.
Hopefully, the unforgettable message has contributed to expanding and
changing our thinking about the Sunday after Easter.
This Sunday, April 19, I will be presenting “An Unforgettable Message.” I hope
you will tune into Livestream at 8, 9:30, 11, or 11:07am. The overall content
will be kept quiet in order to have an element of surprise. In preparation, I
would simply ask for your prayers and plans to engage when asked.
Shalom,
Philip
Dr. Philip McVay, Lead Pastor
philip@shalimar-umc.org

SUMC will collect non-perishable food items Mon, Wed, & Fri 9 - 11 am
Congregation members in need can pick up items from 10:30 - 11:30 am at
the church (same days)
All remaining items will be donated to Sharing and Caring
Park in front of the FLC and flash your lights
A volunteer will retrieve your donation from the trunk of your car
If you know of anyone in our community that needs help, please let us know
so we can set up a time for them to come pick up food items
See below for a list of most needed items:
Tuna fish
Canned fruit
Soup
Rice
Cereal
Canned meat (chicken or beef)
Pork and beans
Ramen noodles
Spaghetti-O’s
Peanut Butter
Personal care items such as toilet paper, diapers, tissues

For additional information
Kim Margold, Programs Director
programs@shalimar-umc.org
850-862-7183

Numbers - What do they tell us?
It's weird, worshiping right now online when we can't see people. I think it's
as strange for our congregation as it is for those of us leading worship on
Sunday morning. We're coming up on the sixth Sunday of online-only
worship. How's worship doing? We can sit and assess the quality of the
music, how well the video feed was, how well the audio sounded, if the
words matched up, and so forth. But, are we reaching people?
Numbers can be helpful, but only when we think about the story, they tell
us. The story is what the pastors sat down to talk about this week, as we
reflected on Easter. We looked at charts, lists, and numbers, and thought
about what it all meant. These numbers excited us, and we had to share
them with you.
Over the past 5-weeks, 86% of those who participated in worship watched
live. Most watched from their computer, and many are saying good morning
in the chat windows every week.

continued

We had 4 countries and 36 states log in, adding up to 2,765 unique devices
(IP addresses) ranked in order based on number of devices for each location.

What's most interesting is what we learn when we go deeper past these
numbers. Every Sunday, we stand in the back of the room and count
everyone's heads as you sit in your seat. Everyone is asked to fill out a
Connect Card for those worshipping in the pews and online. Some of you are
wonderful at filling this out, and some of you don't like to.

continued

If we only count the devices that log onto Livestream, that would be like us
walking in the parking lot, counting the number of cars, but never walking
inside and counting people. Then we would hope that people would tell us
who attended so we could add them.
That would be crazy, right!
So, we've been using the information given, to help us make an educated
estimate of persons watching since we can't see people and count. For all
the numbers out there, we are taking VERY detailed records, so every count
and calculation is recorded.
What that means:
We had 601 unique devices online for Easter. 19% of people filled out an
online card, giving us an average of 1.8 persons per home. (Notice I said

average. Some people had 1 person watching and some had 5. This average
changes from week to week. We've used the data given to calculate this
number.)

That leaves 484 homes where we didn't hear from anyone. We then multiply
this number by the average 1.8 to get an additional 376 people. When we
add the numbers back together, then include our Facebook viewers, and the
people physically in the room to help lead worship, we end up with 1174.
Clear as mud, right?

continued

We know this isn't a perfect science. As a congregation, you've asked that
we be transparent and upfront, so we want to honor that with these
numbers.
What can you do?
Continue to pray for our church and our community. Our prayer is that
we're connecting with people who will consider worshiping with us when
this situation is over. Pray and ask God to help us know how to minister to
these potential church members. If you pray with me on Facebook, you'll
hear me ask God daily for a revival in our church and our city. I ask you to
pray with me.
Continue your participation. Whatever you're doing, keep it going. Our
church is running strong, even if we can't see it. I believe God is doing
incredible work under the surface, and a great harvest is coming. Keep doing
what you're doing at home to prepare your hearts for our church's future.
Let us know how we can help. Reach out if you need anyone at the church.
We are here and active every day. I can't wait to worship with you this
Sunday!
God Bless!
Pastor Faith
Faith Parry, Communication Pastor
faith@shalimar-umc.org

A Letter From Our Finance Chair
Greetings, Shalimar United Methodist!
By now, your COVID-19 "vacation" is probably getting old. We hope
you've found creative and fun ways to maximize your quality time
together.
I wanted to tell everyone that your church leaders and the Finance
Committee remain vigilant, keeping Shalimar UMC on solid financial
footing during this crisis. We're doing everything in our power to
continue paying our employees, so their families don't suffer even more.
Romans 13:7 tells us that we should, "Give to everyone what you owe
them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue."
As a result, the staff researched the CARES Act and whether it could help
prevent a crisis of financial strain. The Finance Committee voted to
approve a CARES application, and we have received funds that will allow
us to pay our staff for a reasonable period if life doesn't return to normal
soon.
We are intentionally reducing spending everywhere possible. Funds are
being focused on paths that enhance outreach, worship, and how to help
our local area get back on its feet. We encourage you to join us in the
opportunity to minister to a community that needs our help. People are
desperate to see God in the midst of all of this. Some of our congregation
are suffering and have lost their jobs. As a church, Shalimar United
Methodist can find ways to aid our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Many of us are blessed to be less impacted by this crisis. If you are, we
pray that you will consider how we can be generous during these times
that are so hard on those less fortunate. Just imagine; if those who can
continue or increase tithing do so, we can lift a hurting church family and
community back on its feet in God's name.
Thank you all; for your faithfulness, generosity, and for being Shalimar
UNITED!
David Mobley
Shalimar UMC Member and Finance Committee Chair

Jennifer Guidoni
Children’s Director
cell 772-626-8000
Church 651-0721
children@shalimar-

We at SUMC Kidz are praying for you and your children by:
• Continually searching for new ways to reach out to them for discipleship
• Striving to bring fun and entertaining new ways to connect them to each
other socially
• Searching for ways to help guide you and your children through the
emotional issues of these difficult times through biblical principles
Schedule:
Children's Church - Sundays 1pm on Zoom sumc.io/children
New ZOOMY ROOM! Mon thru Fri 2pm - 3pm
A gathering room for kids to have supervised playtime with friends on Zoom!
Each weekday is themed with a focus on Jesus and fun! There will be games,
scavenger hunts, sing-alongs and lots of free time for the kids to talk to friends
and socialize. The room will be monitored by two Safe Sanctuary credentialed
adults and will be hosted by Ms. Jen and her crew! Learn more at
sumc.io/children
Parenting Emotional Support Zooms Tuesday nights 8pm - 9pm
Meet to pray, encourage and strategize different ways to help our children
navigate through the doldrums and look for biblical principles on how to raise
them.

Friendship Club members would like to take this opportunity to say thank
you to Jon and Kathie Sheperd for the outstanding service they provided to
the Friendship Club from July 2017 to May 2020.
As co-leaders, they made many contributions and spent countless hours
building programs and coordinating outings making them possible and
memorable for members and guests.
We wish them well as they move from Shalimar to Wake Forest, N.C. where
they will be only 10 miles from their daughter and son-in-law.
FROM ALL OF US IN THE FRIENDSHIP CLUB:
THANK YOU, JON AND KATHIE SHEPERD, FOR A JOB WELL DONE.
MAY GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS YOU AS HE HAS BLESSED US WITH
YOUR PRESENCE AND GOOD DEEDS.
Signed
Ollie Fay Flint
President

Rev. David Garvin, Youth Pastor
850-651-0721 | youth@shalimar-umc.org

FusionSUMC

FUSION
Sunday Night 6:00 - 8:00 pm in the FLC

SMALL GROUPS
Wednesday 6:00 - 8:00 pm in the FLC GYM

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday Morning 9:30 - 10:30 am in Youth Rooms

GET INFORMED
Text “@FusionSUMC” to #81010 for weekly updates

Merge Young Adults
David James - Facilitator
(850) 217-9632

Shalimar UMC Merge
Thursdays | 6:30 pm | #10 2nd Street

Merge Online Meeting

https://discord.gg/G3YMze
Attendance, April 12, 2020
New attendance method
Visit sumc.io/covidnumbers to learn more
Children’s Church: 18
Worship and Technical Volunteers: 50
Livestream: 1106
Total: 1174

After School
Camp
Our Mission:
Offer a safe, loving and Christian
environment for children after school.
Dawn Rozofsky
Camp Director
Cell: 850-294-2384
Church: 850-651-0721
asc@shalimar-umc.org

We learn about God in our daily devotions,
serve a healthy snack, do homework, make
crafts, and play.

Ways You Can Help!
Volunteers: We need Reading Buddies and Homework Helpers from
3:15 - 4:00pm. See Camp Director for Volunteer forms!
Scholarship Money: You Can Adopt a Child’s Tuition: We are seeking
scholarship funds for tuition assistance so a safe, Christian
atmosphere can be provided for those who need it most.
Prayers: We are always grateful for prayers!
Wednesday Night Supper Club: ASC kids enjoy joining our Children’s
Ministry for Choir and Kids Club. Sign up weekly for Supper Club by
Tuesday 5:30pm. Only $3.00 for a children’s dinner plate! This
program isn't just for ASC kids; it’s for anyone who needs it!!! Call or
email Dawn for details.

Registration is Open for Summer Camp!
M-F 7:30 am - 5:30 pm
$40 - Annual one time registration
Weekly rates:
$125 weekly
$40 daily

Blessings For Children
Our SUMC Beacon Shines Bright at the
#10 2nd Street house!
Over the past weeks, while we have all felt the closed doors of
the church, we know the love and light of God is always with
us. With His grace, church leadership’s approval, the support of
our generous church family, and the dedication of our
volunteers, Blessings for Children has been able to keep the
doors open at the #10 2nd Street house on Wednesdays from
noon to 3:30 pm.
We have made some changes in our protocol to allow for safe social distancing (like serving
only 1 family at a time in the house), and some of our volunteers have had to step back due
to health concerns, but the needs of children in our community, ages infant through fifth
grades, are still being met.
With all the closings that have taken place during this Covid 19 crisis, we anticipate more
families than ever with exceptional needs. As long as we are able, we will be there with
open doors and hearts to meet those needs. For the time being, thanks to a generous
donation of one of our church members, we still have toilet paper to distribute!
While we are apart from each other, please consider joining with us at Blessings for
Children as we continue to serve and minister to our community:
• Please pray for the ministry and all who participate.
• We’d love to have you join us as a volunteer and you don’t have to commit weekly or
even monthly!
• Consider donating items we distribute to the children. Diapers and pull-ups of all sizes,
wipes, children’s t-shirts, socks and underwear, children’s toothbrushes or toothpaste,
body wash or soap, and toilet paper are in great demand. A complete list of items we
distribute can be found at sumc.io/blessings. You can donate items any 3rd Sunday in the
bins placed in the narthex and Family Life Center lobby, or stop by the #10 2nd Street
house behind the church any Wednesday from noon - 3:30 pm to donate items.
Children’s bibles and bible stories and activity books are also a joy to receive and
distribute!
• A financial gift designated to Blessings for Children allows us to shop for needed items.
For additional information
Mary Jane Robertson
Email: mjr53@cox.net
Visit: sumc.io/blessings
Phone: (850) 499-6173
Open every Wednesday 12 - 3:30 pm

Prayer Room
The Prayer Room is always available for your use.
The code to enter is 1423. After each Sunday morning
service, someone will be present to pray with if you
would like. They will also respect your wishes to pray
alone. Prayer shawls are available for your use. The
Prayer Box with cards is available for you to leave a
request for either the pastors or Prayer Team. They
will pray for you or a situation you would like lifted up.
There have been great reports of use for this special
place.

Prayer Chain
You can add someone to the Prayer Chain, share an
answered prayer or receive prayer requests and praises
through email. A printed copy of the SUMC Prayer List is
available each Sunday in the Narthex and FLC Lobby. If
you’d like to start receiving the Prayer List via email, please
call the church office at (850) 651-0721 or email
prayer@shalimar-umc.org.

Prayer Ministry
Please contact the church office at (850) 651-0721 if you are interested
in becoming involved in one of the following Prayer Ministries:

• Prayer Group - meets weekly to share praises and intercessory prayer for people
listed on the Prayer List (both church and personal)

• Prayer Room Attendant - Volunteer to pray with those who come to the Prayer
Room after the Sunday morning worship services

• Pray in the Prayer Room during each Sunday morning worship service
• Pray for special church functions and events
• Participate in the Prayer Chain and Prayer Link

Weekly Schedule

Worship Times Online
sumc.io/livestream
Traditions Worship …………………...8 & 11 am
Connect Worship …………………………9:30 am
Freedom Worship ………………………11:07 am
Sunday, April 19th
through
Saturday April 25th
ALL ACTIVITIES ON CAMPUS ARE SUSPENDED
1 Old Ferry Road
P.O. Box 795,
Shalimar, FL 32579
(850) 651-0721
shalimar-umc.org
office@shalimar-umc.org
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday
8 am - 4 pm • Friday 8 am - Noon

