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LIVE SENT IN 2021
One Thousand to Reach
Two Hundred Thousand

In his discipleship workbook, Reach Your 
World, Dr. Craig Etheredge points out that 
“You have been strategically placed to make an 
eternal impact.” He adds, “Living on mission 
doesn’t mean ‘Going [somewhere else] to 
be a missionary,’ but rather, ‘Thinking like a 
missionary’ right where you live.”
 
Every one of the over 1000 members of First 
Baptist Gulfport (FBG) is a missionary. If you 
are a Christian, you are a missionary. If you are 
a Christian who is a member of FBG, then you 
have a mission field on the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast. What kind of missionary are you and 
where is your mission field? Every member/
missionary is valued and needed. Every member/
missionary adds value through giftedness for 
building up the church, reaching the lost and 
making disciples. Every member/missionary is 
needed to help reach the Two Hundred Thousand 
on the Gulf Coast not connected to a church. A 
church is the living expression of Jesus through 
the collective lives of its member/missionaries. A 
church will never accomplish its mission until its 
member/missionaries begin serving and working 
in the mission fields where they have been sent to 
connect people to life in Jesus.

 There are many mission fields on the Gulf Coast. 
Where you live is a mission field. Where you 
work and learn and play are mission fields. Jesus 
has sent you where you are (As the Father has 
sent me, even so I am sending you. John 20:21). 
Look for people on your mission fields who are 
hopeless and hurting without purpose or direction 
and reach out to them with love and compassion 
and the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Many will put up smokescreens while others will 
throw up roadblocks. Share with them any way! 
Remember that you are a missionary and that you 
have the power of the Holy Spirit to guide you 
every step of the way. Let the Spirit work in you 
and through you.  Remember He is working in 
others before you ever get there.
 
Can the Lord count on you to be one of the 
Thousand who reaches out to the Two Hundred 
Thousand each and every day? Don’t miss the 
joy of connecting others to life in Jesus! “The 
Lord is able to do immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine according to the power at work in 
us” (Ephesians 3:20). Ask the Lord to use you in 
the harvest fields of the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
today!   

Dr. Jimmy Stewart
Senior Pastor

he

First Baptist Church Gulfport is 
more than just brick and glass. 

 
Throughout its history, our 
members, praying for God’s 

grace and leadership, have been 
the spiritual mortar binding us 

together.  We have survived wars, 
depressions, climatic world events, 
and devastating natural disasters.

 
On September 19, 2021, we will 

celebrate our 125th Anniversary.  
To help us celebrate and to preserve 

our history, we need your vintage 
church pictures and memorabilia.  
Most of all, though, we need your 

memories, all of which will be 
woven together to depict God’s 

unfolding story in and through our 
church! 

 
Please visit www.fbcgulfport.
org/125 to share your favorite 

memories of First Baptist Gulfport.
 

If you wish to provide additional 
information or have items you wish 
to share for the 125th Anniversary 

Celebration, please contact the 
church office.

John 20:21



discoverFIRST 
is designed to help you learn more 
about our church, connect with others, 
and provide an opportunity for church 
membership if you desire.

You will learn the mission and vision 
of First Gulfport, get information 
about church ministries, and hear an 
overview of our discipleship process. 
discoverFIRST will also help you 
assess where you are in your spiritual 
growth and identify your next steps to 
know and follow Jesus.

discoverFIRST is offered May 23rd 
and August 22nd.  Those participating 
should meet in Cafe’ 605 at 9:00 AM. 
It’s casual, fun, and interactive, so 
go ahead and register by calling the 
church office at 228-831-3400.  We 
can’t wait to meet you. 

Preschool & 
Children Spotlight

Summer
is right around the corner and what 
an exciting school year it has been. 
Thank you children for leading us in 
worship so well Easter and Mother’s 
Day.  What a special service and time 
it is to see our little ones be part of 
worship.

Over the past 
six months we 
have seen a 
steady increase 
in attendance in 
both our preschool 
and children’s 
ministries.  

This is exciting 
news, however 
we need you more 
than ever to help 

make every child feel loved.  If you 
feel called to serve in our preschool 
or children’s ministries please let 
me know. 

Vacation Bible School (VBS)
Destination Dig is right around the 
corner and we need you to help 
us make this year’s VBS a huge 
success. June 21st - 25th 9 AM - 
12 PM children from all along the 
MS Gulf Coast will be welcomed 
to join us for an adventure filled 
week!  Please pray and consider 
“living sent” during this week. 
Text 228-265-5020 with Keyword 
VBSVolunteer. Children who have 
completed Kindergarten - 6th Grade 
can register for VBS by 
texting 228-265-5020 
with Keyword VBS.

Looking to the Fall
AWANA is Back!!!!!  We are excited 
to engage children in the study of 
scripture, engage missions, and build 
community.  Look for a personal 
invitation to join the AWANA Team 
from our AWANA director Dave 
Weldon. For further details email 
Dave at djweldon@gmail.com.

Thank you for all your support 
and prayers for our preschool 
and children’s ministries. We are 
difference makers in the lives of our 
children. 

Elizabeth Dollar
Preschool | Children Director

What Are You Afraid of?
Here’s the command God gave Joshua as he became Israel’s leader, “This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the LORD your God is 
with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 NLT Joshua had a front row seat to the stubbornness of God’s people as he watched Moses attempt to lead them out of the wilderness into 
the Promised Land. Moses didn’t succeed, so Joshua was charged with the task and at the outset God commanded him not to be afraid! With the command NOT to fear, came the 
promise that God would always be with Him. 

As America was in the throes of the Great Depression the newly elected President had this to say “So, first of all, let me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear 
is fear itself—nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into advance.” (Franklin D. Roosevelt, Inaugural Address, March 4, 
1933) Few of us have “unnamed fear,” and all of us are afraid of something. Some of us are afraid of the dark. Many of us fear being rejected, hurt, mistreated, or abandoned in 
relationships. Maybe you fear failure in life or at work. You might be facing an illness or financial setback that threatens to upend life. Maybe you fear not being in control. Often, 
our fear is more vague; we have this underlying sense that we are missing out. We think, “There’s got to be more to life and I’m afraid I’m just not getting it.” 

No matter what you are afraid of, God invites you to let go of your fears and begin to discover His vision for your life by trusting Him.  Trusting God is the first step, but we’re 
never called to face our fear in isolation. We are called to face fear in God’s strength surrounded by His people. A great way to surround yourself with God’s people is in a Life 
Group. Find your group by texting the message GROUP to 228-265-5020 or by checking out fbcgulfport.org/life-groups. God is your biggest cheerleader. He wants you to 
overcome your fear, and he’s working in your life so you will.

Eric Smith | Executive Pastor of Ministries

CULTIVATING GROWTH:
ADULTS LIVING SENT

Family Dedication:
To register please contact Elizabeth dollar 

Edollar@fbcgulfport.org or stop by the Preschool 
or Children’s Ministry Desk

A group of men from First Gulfport are Living Sent by playing softball at the Gulfport Sportsplex 
in the City League.  Games were scheduled on Monday nights through May 17th at 7:00 PM and 

8:00 PM.  Our hats are off to these men as they Live Sent on the ball field.

LIVING SENTSPOTLIGHT



SENIOR ADULTS

When we look back 
in time, we will 
undoubtedly say 

that 2020 was a period 
of great difficulty and 
challenge for our nation, our 
community, and the world. 
However, as Christians, 
we know that God remains 
faithful especially in times 

of great adversity. We grieve, but when we do hope is not lost because our hope is in 
Jesus for this life and the life to come!
Following our regular worship service at 10:30 AM on Sunday, May 23 we will host 
a dinner on the grounds for the whole church. At 1:00 PM we will begin a Celebration 
of Life Service to honor loved ones lost this past year. Please join us as we honor these 
members and many others with connections to our congregation and together worship 
Jesus, the one who gives us hope and life!

Savethe dates
Important 
Happenings @FBG

MAY
Pace Setters Luncheon | May 12 | 11:30 AM
discoverFIRST | May 23
Dinner on Grounds and Celebration of Life Service | May 23
Memorial Day Observed | May 30 | Offices Closed
JUNE
Children’s Ministry Summer Camp | June 3-7
Deacon’s Meeting | June 6
Pace Setters Luncheon | June 9 | 11:30 AM
Student Ministry Summer Camp | June 14-18
VBS | June 21-25
JULY
Independence Holiday Observed | July 5th | Offices Closed
Student Ministry Super Summer Camp | July 12-16
Pace Setters Luncheon | July 14 | 11:30 AM
Deacon’s Meeting | July 18
Business Meeting | July 25
AUGUST
Global Leadership Summit | August 5-6
SEPTEMBER
125th Anniversary | September 19

Preschool & 
Children Spotlight

Student Ministry Spotlight
First Gulfport Students Live Sent in 2021
Thank you church for helping us to celebrate 
the Graduating Seniors so well on May 2nd. 
Congratulations Class of 2021 Seniors.  Join us 
as we continue to pray for these students and 
their future.

First Gulfport Students have an exciting summer 
ahead of them, and here are some dates you need 
to know!

June 14-18
We are going to camp!

●Where?  | LA Tech University in Ruston, LA
●Who? | All students who have completed 6th 
grade through 12th grade
● Cost? | $300 per student
●Where do I sign up? | Text 228-265-
5020 with keyword 
STUDENTCAMP 
● Deadline?  | Yes! May 
24th SPACE IS LIMITED

July 18 
Promotion Sunday! This 
is the day that our rising 
7th graders officially join 
the student ministry. We 
understand that you may 
have questions during this 

exciting time! please feel free to contact Chris 
Weir or Heather Hicks at the church office 
(228)831-3400!

August 7
We are planning a kayaking trip! We will be 
headed to Okatoma Creek, which is just over 1 
hour and 15 minutes from our campus. We will 
send out a link as soon as registration for this 
event opens. Join us as we kick off the school 
year together!

To stay up to date with all things student 
ministry related:

●Visit fbcgulfport.org/students
●Text 228-265-5020 with keyword      
STUDENT

LIFE GROUP SPOTLIGHT
SCRAP IRON, yes, that IS the name for 
one of our longest standing, continually meeting 
Life Groups at First Baptist Church Gulfport. As 
the story goes, many years ago there were lots of 
men and women, young and NOT so young, married 
and not married, who simply did NOT participate 
in a Sunday School class. These people were on the 
downtown church campus while other groups were 
meeting, but they were not gathering in a group. A 
motley assortment of people, like “scraps of iron” 
waiting to be assembled into a masterpiece. The Scrap 
Iron Group was born to give everyone a place to 
belong and it continues to thrive. The group is open 
to everyone and they meet in Room 105 D on Sunday 
mornings at 9 AM. They are led weekly by one of 
four dedicated Bible Discussion Leaders: David 
Brannon, Al Hopkins, Carole Lynn Meadows, and Joe 
Spraggins. Reach out to the Scrap Iron Coordinator, 
Tom Sawyer, twsaw1@gmail.com with any questions.

PACE SETTERS
Our monthly Pace Setters Luncheon is now on 
the second Wednesday of the month! On the 
second Wednesday of every month, FBG adults 
(55+) gather for a relaxing fellowship time and 
a delicious, potluck-style lunch.  We provide 
the main dish; you bring your favorite covered 

dish (side or dessert)!  We sing some soul, 
stirring hymns, celebrate birthdays, and often 
have a featured guest. Pace Setters is open to 
all, so invite a friend and plan to participate.
Dates:  May 12th | June 9th  | July 14th
Time:   11:30 AM
Where: First Baptist Gulfport Gym

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
A ladies outreach event is coming this Fall on Saturday, October 16 at 12 PM.  Please put this date on your 
calendar now.  This will be a time for you to invite people you know who do not know Jesus to join us for 
an elegant dining experience with music, impactful testimonies and the Gospel.  The ladies of First Gulfport 
will work together to decorate tables and they’ll invite coworkers, family members, friends, and neighbors 
who don’t attend church, to join them at their table. This will be a joy-filled event with lots of laughter and 
lasting memories. Who will you invite?



YOUR LEADERSHIP 
MATTERS… and it matters now 
more than ever. How are you using it?
The Global Leadership Summit is 
your opportunity to access a wealth of 
leadership insight from a world-class 
faculty ready to equip and inspire you—
no matter where you have influence. 
When you grow in your leadership 
and use your influence for good, you 
can strengthen your relationships, 
maximize the impact of your church, 
your business or organization, and 
ignite transformation across our Coast!

The Global Leadership Summit is 
proud to bring you a high-quality local 
experience on our church campus via 
a live simulcast from the Willow Creek 
Church campus on Thursday-Friday, 
August 5-6, 2021. You want to take full 
advantage of the opportunity to network 
with leaders from our community and to 
expand your ability to more effectively 
use your influence to the glory of 
Christ and the benefit of your neighbor. 

 
When: August 5-6, 2021
Time: Thursday 9:30 AM – 5:45 PM
Time: Friday 9:30 AM – 4:30 PM
Where: First Gulfport Gym

Go to www.fbcgulfport.org/gls-2021 to 
get your ticket for $99 when you use the 
Promo Code: 21HSFAMILY.

Baptism
 Elizabeth Kintner

Transfer of Letter
Bruce Fisher

Statement of Faith
Karla Pope

The Path of Life
God created you to know Him personally 
and walk with Him along the path He 
has for you. The Bible calls this the Path 
of Life.
  
The Path
You make known to me the path of 
life; in your presence there is fullness 
of joy; at your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore. Psalm 16:11

The Detour
All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned - every one - to his own way. 
Isaiah 53:6

Hitting the Wall
For the wages of sin is death, but 
the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:23

The Cross
For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. John 3:16

The Only Way
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me.”
John 14:6

“Enter by the narrow gate. For the 
gate is wide and the way is easy that 
leads to destruction, and those who 
enter by it are many. For the gate is 
narrow and the way is hard that leads 

CONNECTING PEOPLE 
TO JESUS!

Please join us in praising God for the faith 
decisions that have occurred recently in the 
life of First Baptist Gulfport. 

First Bapitst Gulfport   |  12190 Highway 605 Gulfport, MS 39503 | (228) 831-3400 | fbcgulfport.org 

RECEIVED      PLEDGED     # OF PLEDGES
 $ 903,418.89

AMPLIFY THE HOPE
BUILDING PROGRAM

$ 1,041,806.00 135

GIVING | TITHES
AS OF 5/2/2021    $ 504,524.46         $  585,855.72                   297

MEET OUR STAFF
Dr. Jimmy Stewart | Senior Pastor
Eric Smith | Executive Pastor of Ministries
Bryan Billings | Administrator
Elizabeth Dollar | Director of Preschool/Children’s Ministry
Bruce Pruitt | Worship Service Program | Media Director
Ann Billings | Office Manager & Pastoral Executive Assistant

Heather Hicks | Ministries Assistant
Lizzie Whipps | Social Media & Communications Coordinator
Joe Davidson | Maintenance Supervisor
Tina Lewis | Financial Administrative Assistant
Chris Weir | Student Ministry Associate
Eldon Authement | Custodian

  RECEIVED    BUDGET NEED   GIVING UNITS      
     YTD                    YTD              YTD

to life, and those who find it are few.”  
Matthew 7:13-14

Headed Home
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand; repent and believe in the 
gospel. Mark 1:15
DiscipleFIRST - Dr. Craig Etheredge

Please call the church office if this is a 
decision that you want to make 
today.  228.831.3400.


